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THE  MONTH 


The  temperature  in  December  was  normal  at  27.4  degrees,  and  precipitation 
was  0.25  in.  above  normal,  (data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport. ) 


The  female  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  seen  in  November  was  still  present  this 
month.  It  has  been  associating  with  Common  Goldeneyes  in  the  rapids  a  few  hundred 
yards  above  Niagara  Falls  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  river.  The  December  popula¬ 
tion  of  Buffleheads  on  the  upper  Niagara,  mostly  at  Fort  Erie,  has  gone  through 
a  striking  increase  in  the  last  few  years.  In  the  1966  B.O.S.  Christmas  Count  424 
was  a  new  all-time  high.  In  December,  1968,  Mitchell  et  al  counted  1100,  and  on 
the  Christmas  Count  this  year  (1970)  there  were  double  that  number,  with  a  total 
of  2220.  Goldeneyes  were  also  noticeably  more  abundant  than  usual. 

The  adult  Black-headed  Gull,  first  found  by  Paul  Benham  and  party,  was 
subsequently  seen  by  many  observers  between  the  Peace  and  International  bridges. 

The  numbers  of  Great  Black-backed,  Herring,  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  on  the  upper 
Niagara  River  were  lower  than  in  any  recent  year. 

To  the  large  aggregations  of  winter  Mourning  Doves  occasionally  reported 
during  the  last  several  years  may  now  be  added  a  roost  of  60  in  North  Boston,  and  a 
gathering  of  more  than  100  on  Ridge  Road  just  south  of  Bowen  Road  in  Ontario. 

The  attractions  here  are  a  corn  crib,  a  large  field  of  weeds,  especially  ragweed,  t 
lamb's  quarters,  and  amaranth  pigweed,  and  thickets  of  excellent  lounging  cover. 

Richard  Brownstein's  feeding  station  in  Amherst  was  visited  by  a  female 
or  immature  male  House  Finch,  a  species  that  is  occurring  with  increasing  frequency 
in  Western  New  York. 
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Reports  from  various  sources  indicate  unusually  high,  and  in  some  cases 
record  numbers  of  several  species  of  native  sparrows  in  the  Niagara  Frontier 
Region  this  winter.  On  the  other  hand,  northern  finches  and  grosbeaks  have  been 
nearly  absent,  although  a  slight  influx  or  migration  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  developed 
about  the  middle  of  December  and  continued  throughout  the  month.*"  Harold  H.  Axtell, 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 


New  York,  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 

(B.O.S. ,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 

permanant  files  of 

Common  Loon 

the  B.O.S. 

Dec .  2 

3  Niagara  River 

Axtells 

H  3 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

"  3 

1  Bertie  Twp. ,  Ont. 

Freitag 

"  6 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Klabundes  et  al 

"  10 

2  Chautauqua  Lake 

Elder kin 

Red-thr.  Loon 

"  20 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

A.  Clark 

Horned  Grebe 

"  3 

2  Niagara  Gorge 

Freitag 

"  17 

2  Bay  View 

Bourne 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

"  2? 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Wald stein 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

"  2 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elder kin 

"  5,6 

1,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

"  24 

1  South  Stockton 

Carlson 

Whistling  Swan 

"  1 

77  Chaut.  Lake,  Stow 

Elder kin 

"  2 

2  above  Peace  Bridge 

Axtells 

"  2,10 

60,9  Chaut.  L.,  Mayville 

Elder kin 

"  2 

120  Prendergast  Point 

Elderkin 

"  3,4 

5,5  Burnt ship  Cr.,  Grand  Is. 

Andrle,  A. Clark 

"  5 

5  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Axtells 

Canada  Goose 

"  14 

28  over  Evans 

Andrle ,  Hauser 

Blue  Goose 

Dec.  3 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Gad  wall 

"  6-10,28 

2,3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Pintail 

"  3 

6  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Freitag 

"  10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

American  Widgeon 

"  3 

300  Niaggara  Falls,  Ont. 

Freitag 

Shove ler 

Dec.  2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Dec.  1,2 

1,1  Dunkirk 

Carlson 
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Wood  Duck 

Dec 

u  13 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Ring-n.  Duck 

It 

5 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Greater  Scaup 

19 

3 

6000  upper  Niagara  River 

Freitag 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

5 

27  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

II 

2 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtell,  et  al 

Bufflehead 

II 

3 

650  Peace  Bridge  area 

Freitag 

II 

25-31 

1200  Above  Peace  Bridge 

Axtells 

Common  Eider 

II 

1-31 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

many  observers 

*King  Eider 

II 

6F 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Klabunde  s 

et  al 

•  I 

19 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Benhin 

II 

20,23 

2,2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells , Kraetzs 

II 

27 

1  Port  Weller, Ont. 

A.  Clark 

tl 

29,30 

1,1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtell 

II 

29 

2  Niagara  Gorge 

Benham 

it 

31 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Benham 

White -w.  Scoter 

It 

3 

2  Niagara  Gorge 

Freitag 

II 

6 

3  Niagara  River 

Klabunde  s 

et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

II 

6 

5  Niagara  River 

Klabunde  s 

et  al 

II 

20 

7  Niagara  River 

Axtells , Kratz  s 

Common  Scoter 

II 

3 

6  Niagara  Gorge 

Freitag 

II 

6 

3  Niagara  River 

Klabunde  s 

et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

2 

12  Mayville  Bay 

Elderkin 

ii 

6 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Klabunde s 

et  al 

II 

27 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

A.  Clark 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

3 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Freitag 

If 

6 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

et  al 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

II 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

15 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

25 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Axtells 

Cooper's  Hawk 

II 

16,1? 

1,1  Jamestown  (feeder  area) 

Beal 

•  1 

23 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

25-31 

1  North  Boston 

Dodge 

It 

27 

1  Fluvanna 

Beal 

"27 

',28,31  1 

,1,1  Belmont  (feeder  area) 

Burtons 

Rough- leg .Hawk 

Ml. 

5,10,13,21  1,4, 5, 1,7  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

2,5,16  1 

,1,1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

6 

2  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

et  al 

"13,20,2?  1 

,1,1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

A.  Clark 

Bald  Eagle 

II 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR  (immature) 

Morse 

Marsh  Hawk 

"1-5,10,21 

2-16,5,1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

6 

1  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

et  al 

II 

13 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd«,  Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

31 

1  Belfast 

Burtons 

American  Coot 

It 

2,10/60,300  Chautauqua  Lake 

Elderkin 

II 

12 

9  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

19 

23 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Killdeer 

"4, 

12,13-31 

6, 7, 1-2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

Black-bell.  Plover 

Dec  • 

4 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 
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Dunlin 

Dec  • 

2 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

Dec. 

- Zi 

3  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

A.  Clark,  Wade 

Glaucous  Gull 

ft 

2-31 

1-3  Niagara  River 

Axtells  et  al 

II 

5 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

II 

19 

1  Jordan  Harbor,  Ont. 

Axtells 

If 

30 

4  §quaw  Is • ,  Bf lo . 

Andrle ,  Byron 

Iceland  Gull 

If 

3F 

1  Adam  Beck  Plant 

Andrle,  A. Clark 

If 

24 

1  Niagara  Power  Project 

Andrle,  A. Clark 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

II 

2 

25  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elder kin 

Black-headed  Gull 

II 

19 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Benhara,  et  al 

"19,20,23  1 

,1,1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtell,  et  al 

II 

22 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle ,  et  al 

If 

25,31 

1,1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtell,  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

It 

2 

120  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkin 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

if 

5 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Forster’s  Tern 

Dec  • 

1 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al 

Common  Tern 

II 

3 

2  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Freitag 

Dec. 

19 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Benham 

Mourning  Dove 

II 

5 

60  North  Boston  (roost) 

Dodge 

Long-eared  Owl 

If 

6 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes  et  al 

II 

29 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

5 

1  Lockport 

Crones 

II 

6,26 

4,2  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

"10 

,13,29,31  3, 6, 1,4  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

20 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

A.  Clark, Wade 

II 

25 

9  Alden 

Wendlirgs 

Belted  Kingfisher 

VI 

3 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

fl 

3 

1  Dufferin  Is.,  Ont. 

Freitag 

If 

1-31 

1-2  Belmont  to  Scio 

Burtons 

Yellow-sh,  Flicker 

II 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

If 

1-31 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

If 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

ft 

6 

1  Niagara-on- the-Lake , Ont . 

Klabundes  et  al 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

IV 

6 

3  Niagara-on- the-Lake , Ont • 

Klabundes  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

II 

5-31 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Horned  Lark 

II 

28 

2  Frewsburg 

Sundell,  Kibler 

(•E.a.  alpestris) 

Horned  Lark 

II 

18,26  15,40  Dickersonville 

Klabundes 

(S.a.  praticola) 

Common  Crow 

II 

26 

250  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-31 

2  West  Seneca  (f) 

Crones 

It 

1-31 

2-4  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

II 

1-31 

1  Lyndonville  (f) 

Smiths 

II 

4,24 

1,1  Fluvanna  (f) 

Beal 

II 

4 

2  Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

II 

19,28 

2,2  Lake  View  (f) 

Wendlings 

II 

25 

1  East  Aurora  (p) 

Mitchell 
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Red-br .  Nuthatch 

Dec .  28 

2  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

Winter  Wren 

"  2 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Carolina  Wren 

"1-22,23-31  2,1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

"  26-31 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

Mockingbird 

"  3-24 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

"  10 

1  Dickersonville 

Klabundes ' 

"  23 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

"  26 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme  rvi  lie 

Catbird 

"  7-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

Robin 

5-31 

1-4  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

"15 ,16,19 

2,2,2  Wiiliamsville 

Wendlings 

"17,20,22 

2,12,1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

17 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

"  20 

1  Grimsby  Beach,  Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

"  27 

1  North  Boston 

Dodge 

"  28-31 

3  West  Seneca 

Crones 

Northern  Shrike 

"  1-31 

1-3  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 

"  5,31 

3,1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

"  18 

4  Wilson 

Klabundes 

(maximum  counts  -  four  records  of  single 

individuals ) 

Myrtle  Warbler 

"  6 

1  Niagara  Falls, Cnt. 

Klabundes  et  al 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

"  14 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

"  15 

2  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

"  17,19 

5 , 3  Wellsville ,+Angelica 

Burtons 

"  18 

3,1  Ransomville  +  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

"  2,10,15  1,2,6  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  0nt.  (f) 

Axtells 

"10,26,27 

1,1,1  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

"  6-31 

1-25  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

"12,14,21 

1,4,1  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

"  15 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Rusty  Blackbird 

"  10,12 

1,1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

M  13,4 

1,1  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

"  14 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

"  20-24 

1  Kenmore 

Benham 

Common  Grackle 

"  1-22 

1-3  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

"  14-16 

1  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

V  5-31 

1-7  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  0nt.  (f) 

Axtells 

"  5,15 

1,2  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

"  6 

2  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

"12,14,15, 

27  1>5»6,4  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

"  20-31 

26-8  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Cardinal 

"  1-31 

15  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

(maximum  count  at  a  feeder  for  month) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

"  14 

20  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt.(f) 

Axtells 

"14,18,29 

10,1,12  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

"  25 

4  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

31 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Benham 

"  31 

3  Belfast 

Burtons 

Purple  Finch 

"  13-25 

1  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 
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House  Finch 

Dec.  4,6 

1,1  Amherst 

Brownstein 

Red  Crossbill 

"  16F 

2  North  Boston 

Bourne 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

"  1-11 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

Vesper,  Sparrow 

Dec .  28 

1  Frewsburg 

Sundell , Kibler 

Field  Sparrow 

"  1-31 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

"  18 

3  Wilson 

Klabunde  s 

"  21-31 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

"  25 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

"  1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Cnt..  (f) 

Axtells 

"  1-31 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

"  5 

2  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

"6-14,22-31 

1,1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

"  22-27 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

"  1-31 

9-17  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

"  1-31 

2-9  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

"  1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

"  7,23 

1,1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

"10,12,14,18  1,1, 1,1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

"  19-31 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  (f) 

Somme rville 

"  31 

1  Ormel 

Burtons 

Swamp  Sparrow 

"  23-30 

1  Fredonia  (f) 

Carlson 

"  25 

1  Fort  Erie ,  Ont • 

Axtells 

Song  Sparrow 

"  1-31 

3-2  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

"  1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

"  1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

"1-26,27-31/2,5  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

"  18 

3  Belmont 

Burtons 

"  25 

20  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 

(7other  reports  of 

single  individuals  at  feeding  stations) 

Lapland  Long spur 

"  3 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

"  26 

3  Dickersonville 

Klabundes 

"  28 

2  Frewsburg 

Sundell , Kibler 

Snow  Bunting 

"  28 

400  Fredonia 

Carlson 

"  30 

120  Orangeville  (Wyoming  Co.) 

Dodge 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Species,  subSpecie 

s  and  hybrids 

previously  recorded  this  year: 

268 

Additional  species 

,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 

1 

Total  for  1970: 

269 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS  -  1970  -  ADDENDA 

Turkey  Vulture 

Mar  •  7 

1  Collins 

Benham  et  al 

Red-thr.  Loon 

May  17 

6  Allegany  Resv.,  Onoville 

Sundell 

Mute  Swan 

May  29 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

Harlequin  Duck 

Jan.  29 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Nov.  1 

1  Peace  Bridge  area 

Rew  et  al 

Golden  Eagle 

Nov.  1 

1  Stomness,  Ont.  (adult  ) 

Brownstein 

Iceland  Gull 

May  26 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

A.  Clark 
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cont. 


Barn  Swallow  Nov.  1,3 
White-eyed  Vireo  May  9 
Prothonotary  Warbler  May  23 
American  Redstart  Nov ,  10 
* Clay-colored  Sparrow  May  17 


6,6  Dunnville, 
1  Jamestown 
1  Frewsburg 
1  Alfred 
1  Foster  L. , 


Ont. 


Alfred 


Brownstein 
Sundell 
Sundell  et  al 
Klingensmith 
Klingensmith 


ERRATUM 

PROTHONOTARY,  Vol.  36,  No.  10  (October,  1970) 
page  127s 

Hooded  Warbler  Sept.  19  1  South  Wales  (tower  kill)  Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

delete:  "tower  kill" 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  Forty-second  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 
Date :  December  26 ,  1970 

Area :  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  and 
adjacent  territory,  from  the  gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo. 

Weather:  Partly  cloudy;  temp.  20  to  25  degrees;  wind  W,  3-10  m.p.h.;  4-in.  snow 
cover,  most  shallow  waters  frozen. 

Coverage :  Thirty-nine  observers  in  18  parties.  Field  observation  from  5s00  A.M. 
to  5:00  P.M,  Groups  covered  650  miles  by  car  and  69  miles  on  foot. 

Territories  and  Observers: 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River,  add  Niagara  River  west  to 
M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road,  and  area  boundary.  -  Robert  Andrle. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek,  and  Niagara  River  west  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  -  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde ,  Philip 
Klabunde • 

C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road,  - 
Robert  Wagner. 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge,  and  Niagara  River  west  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  Way.  -  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Marjorie  Emerson. 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way 
and  Niagara  River.  -  Harold  Axtell,  Rachel  Axtell ,  Robert  Somme rville. 
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F,  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Avenue,  Main  Street  south  to  Niagara 
River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands,  and  east  to  Military  Road.  -  Kenneth 
Balmas ,  Peter  Reezek. 

G,  Military  Road  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River  northeast 
to  area  boundary,  -  Margaret  Wendling, Marie  Wendling. 

H,  Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River  east  to 
area  boundary.  -  Albert  Wright. 

J.  Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  - 
Paul  Nevergold,  Clarence  Allen,  Benedict  Varco,  Gordon  Brown. 

K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to 
Niagara  River.  -  Mary  Benham,  Paul  Benham,  Mary  Kraetz,  William  Kraetz. 

L.  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and  Stony  Point 
Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  -  William  Vaughan,  Doris  O'Malley. 

M.  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Road  to 
Niagara  River.  -  Edward  Seeber,  Marion  Bee,  Mary  Dann. 

N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  and  Baseline  Road,  west 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Lincoln  Crone,  Marian  Crone. 

O.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  and  Baseline  Road  east  to 
Niagara  River.  -  Richard  Zehr,, David  Sangster. 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road,  from  east  branch  to  west 
branch  of  Niagara  River.  -  Alice  Ulrich,  Frances  Rew,  Mercedeth  Lovelace. 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Road,  all  of  Beaver  Island  State  Park, 

Alice  Me Kale,  'Willard  McKale,  Alan  Reckhow,  David  Reckhow. 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  indicate  the  number  of  birds  seen;  letters  indicate 
territories  where  birds  were  seen. 


Horned  Grebe 

5  (A,D) 

A  normal  number. 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

1  (b) 

Was  more  numerous  in  the  1950* s. 

Mallard 

550 

Near  average  of  the  past  20 

years. 

Black  Duck 

42  7 

Below  average. 

Gadwall 

52  (A) 

5th  successive  year  of  high 

counts. 

Pintail 

33  (A,B,F) 

Above  average. 

American  Widgeon 

167  (A,F) 

6th  successive  year  of  high 

counts. 

Redhead 

31 

Near  average.  Great  annual 

variation 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6  (A) 

2nd  highest. 

Canvasback 

1083 

3rd  lowest  in  23  years. 

Greater  Scaup 

1904 

Slightly  above  average. 

Lesser  Scaup 

23 

3rd  highest. 

8- 


Vol.  37 »  No.  1  "Christmas  Bird  Count"  cont. 


Common  Goldeneye  4759 
Bufflehead  2220 

Old squaw 
Common  Eider 
King  Eider 
White-w,  Scoter 
Surf  Scoter 
Common  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 
Red- tailed  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 
Marsh  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
Ring-n.  Pheasant 
American  Coot 
Killdeer 
Glaucous  Gull 
Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 
Herring  Gull 


Mourning  Dove 
Barn  Cwl 
Screech  Owl 
Great  Horned  Cwl 
Short-eared  Cwl 
Saw-whet  Owl 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Yellow-sh.  Flicker  11 
Hairy  Woodpecker  10 
Downy  Woodpecker  84 
Blue  Jay  297 

Common  Crow  226 

Black-c •  Chickadee  234 
White-br.  Nuthatch  6l 


112 

(E,L, 

1 

(A) 

1 

(A) 

4 

(A) 

1 

(A) 

1 

(A) 

1 

(D) 

3 

(A,D) 

8550 

12 

64 

3 

(G,L) 

1 

(c) 

36 

49 

2 

(K) 

1 

(E) 

4 

(A,F) 

33 

5043 

695 

642 

119 

1 

(M) 

18 

3 

(N,P) 

2 

(K,N) 

1 

(c) 

2 

(A,K) 

2nd  highest,  4885  in  1949* 

Highest  ever.  Previous  high  1100  in  1969. 
Normal.  Numbers  highly  variable. 

The  same  injured  bird  on  the  1969  Count. 
13th  time  on  the  Count. 

A.  normal  number. 

Regular  since  1954. 

17th  time  on  the  Count. 

13th  time  on  the  Count. 

A  normal  number. 

3rd  highest. 

Lowest  since  1931* 

2nd  highest.  96  in  1968, 

Slightly  below  average. 

Typical  of  low  numbers  of  last  13  years. 
Near  average. 

Decreasing 

9th  time  on  the  Count. 

7th  time  on  the  Count. 

Above  average. 

Lowest  in  14  years. 

Very  much  lower  than  any  year  since  1962. 
Lowest  since  1952. 

A  normal  number.  Extremely  variable. 

2nd  highest.  140  in  1968. 

5th  time  on  the  Count. 

2nd  highest.  25  in  1969. 

Near  average 
Below  average. 

6th  time  on  the  Count. 

Recorded  22  times  in  42  Counts. 

3rd  highest. 

The  most  frequent  number. 

4th  highest. 

Highest  ever,  Previous  high  285  in  1969. 
A  normal  number. 

Above  average. 

3-way  tie  for  highest. 


Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1  (G) 

18th  time  on  the  Count. 

Brown  Creeper 

11  (f.g.q) 

Below  average. 

Mockingbird 

2  (E,Q) 

5th  time  on  the  Count. 

Catbird 

1  (E) 

2nd  time  on  the  Count.  Also  1969 

Robin 

7  (E,H,P 

Above  average. 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  19 

Below  average. 

Cedar  Waxwing 

19  (E,Q) 

11th  time  on  the  Count. 

Northern  Shrike 

4  (B,P,Q) 

Near  average. 

Starling  12 , 155 

Lowest  in  10  years. 

House  Sparrow 

1472 

Below  average  of  last  22  years.  Fewer 
that. 

E,  Hie  ad  owl  ark 

6  (E,0) 

Above  average. 
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(K,P) 

(E) 

(D) 

(K) 


Red-w.  Blackbird 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
Brown-h.  Cowbird 
Cardinal 

Evening  Grosbeak 
American  Goldfinch  29 
Rufous-s.  Towhee  2  (B,K) 
Slate-col.  Junco  134 
Tree  Sparrow  1005 
Wh. -crowned  Sparrow  14  (E,L) 


2 
2 
1 
8 
162 

10  (B,D,0) 


Wh. -throated  Sparrow  26 


Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 

TOTAL  SPECIES 


1 

78 

76 

76 


(E) 

(B,H) 


TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS  42,836 


Below  the  recent  average. 

5th  time  on  the  Count. 

14th  time  on  the  Count.  None  before  1952. 
A  normal  number  for  recent  years. 

Highest  ever.  Previous  high  134  in  1969. 
3rd  Itime  on  the  Count. 

Near  average  of  recent  years. 

8th  time  on  the  Count. 

3rd  highest. 

3rd  highest. 

5th  time  on  the  Count  and  the  highest  ever 
13  in  one  weed  field. 

2nd  highest.  35  in  1969. 

17th  time  on  the  Count. 

Highest  ever.  Previous  high  51  in  1963. 
22nd  time  on  the  Count. 


Comments :  The  number  of  individuals  is  below  that  of  recent 
years  because  of  the  relatively  low  Starling  count.  The  number  of  species  has 
been  surpassed  only  twice  and  equaled  on  three  other  Counts.  The  number  is 
considerably  above  the  42-year  average  of  62.6  and  even  the  70.3  average  of  the 
last  25  years.  The  mean  for  the  first  17  years  (1929-1945)  was  51.2  species. 


The  following  were  reported  in  the  Count  Area  during  the  Count 
Period,  Dec.  22-  Jan,  3  but  not  on  the  Count  Day:  Common  Loon,  Pied-billed  Grebe, 
Barrow's  Goldeneye,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Purple  Sandpiper,  (Dunlin  reported, 
but  no  written  verification),  Black-headed  Gull,  Brown  Thrasher,  Field  Sparrow, 


It  was  the  highest  number  on  any  Count  for  5  species; 
Bufflehead,  Blue  Jay,  Cardinal,  White-cr owned  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  was  tied  with  two  other  years  for  its  highest  number  on  any 
Count.  It  was  the  second  highest  number  for  6  species.  -  Harold  H,  Axbell  and 
Rachel  Axtell,  R.R.l,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario. 


1970  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT  IN  THE  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 

On  the  following  pages  we  present  the  results  of  nine 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  taken  within  the  geographic  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  Study 
Area  between  December  26,  1970  and  January  1,  1971  as  submitted  by  the  compiler 
of  each  count.  We  acknowledge  the  cooperation  of  the  Allegany  County  Bird  Club 
(Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton,  compiler,  Allegany  County  and  Scio  Counts);  Cattaraugus 
County  Bird  Club  (E.  Neil  Saylor,  compiler,  Olean  count);  Jamestown  Audubon 
Society  (Mrs.  Russell  Pillsbury,  compiler,  Jamestown  count);  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club 
(Thomas  Welch,  compiler,  Fredonia  count);  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  (Mrs.  R,  W. 
Rochester,  compiler,  Hamburg  -  East  Aurora  count);  01ohn  S.  Morse,  compiler, 
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Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Count;  Niagara  Falls  (Ontario)  Nature  Club 
(Mr.  Gustave  Yaki,  Compiler,  Queenstown,  Ont.  count). 

TABLE  #1 


Scio 

Allegany  Co. 

Olean 

Jamestown 

Fredonia 

Date 

L2/26 

12/26 

12/2  7 

12/27 

1/1/71 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

Ried-b.  Grebe 

2 

3 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Canada  Goose 

1 

56 

Mallard 

3 

15 

57 

46 

Black  Duck 

40 

5 

9 

61 

93 

Am.  Widgeon 

1 

1 

Wood  Duck 

4 

1 

Redhead 

16 

Canvasback 

2 

Gr.  Scaup 

39 

L.  Scaup 

2 

C,  Goldeneye 

45 

Bufflehead 

31 

Common  Scoter 

19 

Hooded  Merganser 

2 

Common  Merganser 

104 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 

Goshawk 

1 

Sharp- sh •  Hawk 

3 

2 

Cooper's  Hawk 

2 

9 

1 

4 

2 

Red-tail  Hawk 

1 

8 

8 

1 

Rough-leg .Hawk 

3 

1 

Marsh  Hawk 

3 

8 

Sparrow  Hawk 

3 

6 

3 

10 

8 

Ruffed  Grouse 

7 

13 

1 

3 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

8 

8 

1 

13 

1 

Turkey 

22 

9 

3 

Am.  Coot 

15 

Killdeer 

2 

C.  Snipe 

2 

G.  Black-b.  Gull 

6 

Herring  Gull 

22 

14 

2 

67 

Ring-b.  Gull 

3 

1125 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

2 

32 

Mourning  Dove 

179 

180 

2 

109 

32 

Screech  Owl 

1 

1 

2 

Gr.  Horned  Owl 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Belt.  Kingfisher 

4 

4 

1 

4 

2 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker 

3 

4 
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Table  #1  Cont. 

Scio  Allegany  Co.  Olean 


Jamestown  Fredonia 


Date  12/26 

12/26 

12/27 

12/27 

1/1/71 

Pileated  Wdpkr.  2 

3 

2 

Red-b •  Wdpkr •  1 

13 

Red  h.  Wdkpr. 

1 

Y.-bell.  Sapsucker 

1 

Hairy  Wdpkr •  74 

153 

8 

69 

13 

Downy  Wdpkr .  138 

246 

26 

172 

99 

Horned  Lark  4 

6 

146 

2 

Blue  Jay  327 

684 

93 

442 

65 

Common  Crow  145 

463 

2 

57 

59  4 

Bl.-c.  Chickadee578 

972 

112 

702 

338 

Tufted  Titmouse  2 

12 

4 

37 

10 

W.-br.  Nuthatch  119 

222 

28 

111 

68 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

3 

1 

5 

Brown  Creeper  2 

8 

12 

3 

Winter  Wren 

1 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

Robin 

2 

1 

Golden-cr .Kinglet  5 

4 

8 

Ruby-cr •  Kinglet 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing  4 

28 

13 

23 

Norther  Shrike 

3 

2 

Starling  325 

579 

104 

1479 

768 

House  Sparrow  894 

1245 

136 

1841 

631 

E.  Meadowlark 

11 

4 

Red.-w.  Blackbird43 

14 

4 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6 

1 

Common  Grackle  1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

Brown-h.  Cowbird  56 

142 

21 

56 

14 

Cardinal  129 

319 

43 

310 

95 

Evening  Grosbeak  147 

131 

38 

1 

Purple  Finch 

4 

Common  Redpoll 

50 

Pine  Siskin  25 

Am.  Goldfinch  58 

171 

9 

95 

14 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Slate-col,  Juncol53 

442 

74 

258 

142 

Oregon  Junco 

1 

Tree  Sparrow  465 

1083 

77 

4  57 

106 

Field  Sparrow  6 

12 

7 

White-cr .  Sparrow  6 

20 

10 

White-thr.  Sparrow  19 

46 

35 

4 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

Song  Sparrow  30 

39 

7 

4  7 

22 
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Table  #1  cont. 


Scio 

Allegany 

Date 

12/26 

12/26 

Lapland  Long spur 

Snow  Bunting 

968 

1454 

TOTAL  SPECIES: 

45 

61 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS!  5,025  9,479 


Ole  an 

Jamestown 

Fredonia 

12/27 

12/27 

3 

1/1/71 

159 

1100 

408 

35 

57 

51 

1,016 

7,775 

5,151 

TABLE  #2 


Hamburg-E, 

air  ora  Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Queenston, 

Ont,  Grand  Island 

Date 

12/27 

12/30 

12/26 

12/26 

Horned  Grebe 
Pied-b,  Grebe 

2 

2 

5 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

3 

7 

1 

Canada  Goose 

1200 

1 

Mallard 

8 

7 

479 

550 

Black  Duck 

1 

9 

107 

42  7 

Gadwall 

52 

Pintail 

Green-w.  Teal 

5 

1 

33 

Am,  Widgeon 

Wood  Duck 

1 

2 

167 

Redhead 

31 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6 

Canvasback 

31 

1083 

Gr,  Scaup 

1921 

1904 

L,  Scaup 

1 

23 

C ,  Goldeneye 

34 

168 

4759 

Bufflehead 

7 

2220 

Old squaw 

39 

112 

King  Eider 

1 

Common  Eider 

1 

White-w/  Scoter 

4 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

1 

Common  Scoter 

2 

1 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

Hooded  Merganser 

2 

3 

Common  Merganser 

18 

8550 

Red-br,  Merganser 

1 

33 

12 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

4 

1 

Coopers  Hawk 

2 

1 

64 

Red-tail  Hawk 

16 

48 

42 
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TABLE  #  2 


Hamburg-E, 

Aurora  Iroquois 

N.W.R.  Queenston, 

Ont.  Grand  Island 

12/2  7 

12/30 

12/26 

12/26 

Red-sh,  Hawk 

1 

Rough- le  g . Hawk 

7 

1 

3 

Marsh  Hawk 

3 

32 

1 

Sparrow  Hawk 

11 

21 

2 

36 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2 

2 

2 

Ring-n,  Pheasant 

140 

364 

72 

49 

Am.  Coot 

2 

Killdeer 

1 

Glaucous  Gull 

4 

G.  Black-b.  Gull 

1 

10 

33 

Herring  Gull 

24 

2 

11,858 

5043 

Ring-b.  Gull 

3 

5 

783 

695 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

72 

64  2 

Mourning  Dove 

255 

118 

53 

119 

Barn  Owl 

1 

Screech  Owl 

2 

1 

18 

Gr.  Horned  Owl 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Barred  Gx-rl 

1 

1 

Short  e .  Owl 

4 

2 

Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

Belt.  Kingfisher 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Yellow- sh  Flicker 

2 

23 

5 

11 

Pileated  Wdpkr, 

2 

3 

Red-b.  Wdpkr, 

1 

2 

Red-h.  Wdpkr. 

2 

2 

Hairy  Wdprk. 

57 

19 

5 

10 

Downy  Wdpkr, 

151 

121 

47 

84 

Horned  Lark 

55 

62 

Blue  Jay 

246 

92 

111 

297 

Common  Crow 

7,880 

83 

100 

226 

Bl.-c,  Chickadee 

813 

400 

117 

234 

Tufted  Titmouse 

67 

7 

6 

W.-br.  Nuthatch 

117 

^5 

27 

61 

Red-br •  Nuthatch 

27 

1 

1 

Brown  Creeper 

14 

3 

4 

11 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

Mockingbird 

2 

20 

2 

Catbird 

1 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

Robin 

10 

24 

9 

7 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  6 

4 

3 

19 

Cedar  Waxwing 

92 

9 

19 

Northern  Shrike 

7 

6 

4 

Starling 

2831 

1945 

3022 

12,155 

House  Sparrow 

2018 

74? 

1252 

1472 
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TABLE  #  2  cont. 

Hamburg  -  E.  Aurora  Iroquois  N.W.R.  Queenston,  Ont.  Grand  Island 


Date 

12/2  7 

12/30 

12/26 

12/26 

E,  Meadowlark 

8 

5 

6 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

1 

2 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

Common  Grackle 

4 

3 

1 

Brown-h,  Cowbird 

14 

1 

8 

Cardinal 

302 

43 

94 

162 

Evening  Grosbeak 

31 

44 

10 

Purple  Finch 

2 

12 

Common  Redpoll 

5 

64 

Pine  Siskin 

1 

Am.  Goldfinch 

150 

19 

29 

Rufous-s,  Towhee 

3 

1 

2 

Slate-col  Junco 

485 

177 

294 

134 

Tree  Sparrow 

482 

902 

458 

1005 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

3 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

9 

1 

31 

14 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

96 

14 

7 

26 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

31 

36 

51 

78 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

6 

Snow  Bunting 

84 

626 

35 

76 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

63 

57 

56 

76 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS  1 6 

■,635 

7,286 

21,712 

42,836 

NOTES 

A  reminder 

that  dues 

for  B.O.S,  membership  for  the  year 

1970-1971  are 

now  overdue!  Any  members  who 

have  overlooked 

renewing  their  membership  for  the 

present  year  are  urged  to  do  : 

so  by  sending  a 

check  or  money- order 

to  the  Society 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  Crone, 

A  projected  Society  field  trip  to  Churchill  on  Hudson's  Bay  in 
Manitoba  is  scheduled  for  June  11th  through  16th.  The  trip  will  be  led  by 
Mr.  Richard  Brownstein  who  participated  in  a  similar  expedition  in  1968  which 
members  will  recall  was  the  subject  of  a  program  at  our  first  meeting  in 
October  cf  that  year.  Any  member  or  others  interested  in  joining  the  group  going 
on  this  field  trip  should  contact  Mr.  Brownstein  at  833-4010. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 

Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 

Society’s  Club-room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

March  10  -  "Social  Organization  in  American  Jays",  Dr.  Jerram  Brown,  University 
of  Rochester  -  Behavioral  studies  conducted  by  Dr.  Brown  on  Scrub, 
Stellers  and  Mexican  Jays. 

March  24  -  Protein  Analysis  of  Birds  -  Nick  LoCascio,  Prof,  of  Biology, 

Buffalo  State  University  College.  Plans  for  April  Bird  Count. 

April  14  -  Bird  Banding  in  Western  New  York  -  Mrs.  Elik  (Wilma)  Csont  and  Dr. 
Donald  F.  Clark, 

April  28  -  Plans  of  the  Research  Committee  for  spring  and  summer  1971  ~ 

Dr.  Blake  Reeves.  This  feature  is  designed  to  acquaint  members 
with  proposed  activities  of  the  Research  Committee  and  ways  in 
which  they  may  be  of  assistance. 

Report  of  April  Bird  Count  -  Harold  A.  Dodge 
Plan  May  Bird  Count  -  Edward  Seeber. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Mlarch  14  -  Niagara  Loop  Field  Trip  Miss  Marie  Wendling  (632-6625)  Meet  at 
Vermont  St,  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  at  8  A.M. 

April  4  -  April  Bird  Count  -  Harold  and  Barbara  Dodge  (649-4929) 

April  17  -  Field  trip  to  Oak  Orchard  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willard  McKale  (834-0784). 
Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7  A.M, 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd., 
Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone :  877-7257 . 
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The  average  temperature  in  January  was  3*6  degrees  below  normal,  while  the 
1.46  inches  of  precipitation  was  1.38  below  the  mean.  (Data  as  recorded  at 
Greater  Biffalo  International  Airport.) 


The  Blue  Goose  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  represents  the  first  winter  record  for  the 
B.O.S.  study  area.  It  was  apparently  an  immature  in  changing  plumage.  The  flight 
less  male  Common  Eider  which  had  been  in  the  mouth  of  Chippawa  Creek  since 
December,  1969 »  was  last  reported  January  10,  The  cause  of  its  disappearance  is 
unknown.  Clarence  Beal  writes  that  a  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  struck  a  window  and  died 
while  being  examined.  Several  other  instances  of  Sharp-shins  being  killed  when 
they  flew  against  windows  have  been  reported  in  recent  years.  The  description 
of  one  of  the  Black-headed  Gulls  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  indicates  that  it  may  have 
been  the  same  individual  that  was  seen  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  from  December  19  to 
January  2,  Reports  show  Robins  to  be  much  more  numerous  than  usual  at  this  time 
of  year,  and  the  frequency  of  White-throated  and  Song  Sparrows  continues  to 
surpass  that  of  any  previous  winter.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year* 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migtation. 
(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 
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Vol,  37 »  No.  2  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Common  Loon 

Jan, 

8 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

It 

14 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Horned  Grebe 

It 

1 

2,1  Ft,Erie,0nt. ,&Niagara  G.  Ulrich, Rew 

It 

1 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Klabunde  s 

•i 

9 

4  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

It 

29 

4  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

It 

29 

1  North  Boston 

Dodge 

(grounded  in  snow) 

. 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

•  • 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

ft 

4 

6  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

It 

20 

3  Jamestown 

Beal 

It 

29 

1  North  Pembroke 

Seamans 

Great  Blue  Heron 

If 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

•  Axtells  et  al 

If 

1  ‘ 

1  Navt  Island, Ont. 

Klabunde  s ' 

It 

1-31 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

It 

17 

1  Stafford  Twp* 

Masons 

II 

21 

1  Scio 

Klingensmith , Brown 

Canada  Goose 

If 

1,9,16/1200 

,360,35  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Olsen 

Blue  Goose 

Jan, 

24,26-30 

1,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlsons  et  al 

Gad wall 

It 

1 

9  Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

.  Ulrich,  Rew 

It 

1 

10  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

Pintail 

II 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

American  Widgeon 

It 

1 

200  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

It 

2 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo.  Zehr  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

ft 

18,20,25 

1,1,1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

II 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

Old squaw 

It 

24 

350  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Common  Eider 

m 

1-10 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont . 

several  observers 

King  Eider 

tt 

1 

2  Niagara  Falls,0nt. 

Axtells  et  al 

II 

1 

1,2  Ft. Erie ,0nt.&Niagara  Gorge  Ulrich, Rew 

ft 

5 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Cnt. 

Andrle 

White -w.  Scoter 

It 

1 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Klabunde  s 

It 

8 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Ulrich, Rew 

ii 

14 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

It 

23,24 

2,2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlsons 

Surf  Scoter 

tt 

1 

2  Niagara  Gorge 

Klabunde  s 

II 

i  / 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Ulrich,  Rew 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

1 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Klabunde  s 

It 

1 

1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

It 

17 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

II 

18,25 

1,4  Jamestown 

Beal 

Common  Merganser 

II 

22 

300  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Beal 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

If 

10 

1  Pembroke  Twp, 

Seamans 

It 

12 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

•i 

27 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

31 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Cooper's  Hawk 

tt 

1-31 

1-2  Belmont  (feeder  area)  Burtons 

II 

1-31 

1-2  North  Boston  (feeder  area)  Dodge 
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Vol,  37,  No,  2  "Noteworthy  Records" 

cont. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

Jan* 

* 

9 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

•  9 

9,14,31 

1,1,1  Spring  Brook  (feeder  area)  Danner 

IV 

9,17 

1,1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

19 

15 

1  Scio 

Klingensmith, Brown 

•  9 

17 

2  over  Fredonia 

Carlson 

m 

25 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

VI 

30 

1  Stafford  Twp, 

Masons 

19 

31 

1  Alabama  Twp. 

Olsen 

Red-should,  Hawk 

Jan, 

1 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Howes 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

II 

4,6,24 

6,6,8  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

IV 

8 

9  tAlheatfield  Twp, 

Ulrich, Rew 

(22  other  individuals  reported  for  month) 

Bald  Eagle 

If 

17 

1  Iroquois  NWR  ( immature  $  Waldstein 

Marsh  Hawk 

19 

10 

2  Yates  Twp, 

Me Kales 

ii 

11;  13 

1;1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ; Olsen 

H 

24 

1  Water port 

Seamans 

American  Coot 

19 

1 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Klabunde  s 

•  1 

3 

23  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

II 

22 

15  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Beal 

Common  Snipe 

Jan. 

22 

5  Towerville 

Carlson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

Jan. 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

IV 

1 

1  Queenston,0nt. 

Klabunde  s 

II 

8 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Axtells 

IV 

27,28 

2,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Iceland  Gull 

VI 

1 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

Kalbundes 

Black-headed  Gull 

91 

2 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

"17 

,19,23,24 

2, 2, 1,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlsons  et  al 

19 

22 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

II 

23 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Me Kales 

Little  Gull 

II 

1 

2  Queenston, Ont, 

Axtells  et  al 

19 

1 

1  Le^ston 

Ulrich, Rew 

II 

2 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Axtells 

91 

3 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

•  Carlson  et  al 

IV 

3 

2  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

IV 

10 

1  Queenston, Ont, 

Andrles 

II 

10 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrles 

Mourning  Dove 

II 

1-31 

20-40  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

7-25  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

•  V 

1 

25  Ransomville&Youngstown  Klabundes 

II 

1 

25  Tcr.awanda 

Zehr 

II 

24 

75  Cambria 

Klabunde  s 

II 

24 

33  Eden  (f) 

Me  Kale  s 

Snowy  Owl 

ii 

1,6,10,12 

1,1, 1,1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

99 

17,24 

1,1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

1 

1  Grand  Island 

Ulrich, Rew 

19 

1,23,24 

1,1,1  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

91 

2 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

II 

4 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

"10,16,17,24 

4, 9, 7, 4  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

"15 

-17,22,29  s 

5,3,1  Alden 

Wblfling 

19 

16 

3  Somerset 

Axtells 

19 

16,17 

4,8  Alden 

Wendlings  et  al 

99 

24 

1  Alabama  Twp. 

Seamans 
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Saw-whet  Owl  Jan, 

9-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt 

•  Axtells 

Belted  Kingfisher 

IV 

1 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

•  » 

1 

2  Dufferin  ls,,0nt. 

Ulrich, Re w 

It 

2,4,9,10 

1,1, 1,1  Forest  Lawn  Cem, , 

Bflo,  several  observer 

ft 

6,15,21 

3,3,3  Belmont  to  Scio 

Klingensmith , Brown 

II 

25 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

It 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

It 

15 

4  Ransomville 

Ulrich, Rew 

(12  other  individuals  reported  for  month) 

Red-bell,  Woodpecker 

II 

10 

1  Town  of  Bethany 

Masons 

It 

16 

1  Iroquois  NWR  (f) 

Olsen 

h 

17 

1  Tona wanda  Ind.Res. 

(f)  Seamans 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

II 

3 

2  Fort  Niagara  St.Pk,  Klabundes 

Yellow-bell. Sapsucker 

II 

1-31 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

15-22 

1  Stafford  Twp. 

Masons 

Horned  Lark 

II 

15 

3  Ransomville 

Ulrich, Rew 

(E.a.alpestris) 

II 

30 

2  Fredonia 

Carlson 

Horned  Lark 

IV 

1 

15  Model  City 

Klabunde  s 

(E.a,  praticola) 

VI 

3,14 

3,4  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

IV 

10 

10  Pembroke  Twp, 

Seamans 

It 

12,17 

4,9  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

15 

50  Ransomvillle 

Ulrich ,  Rew 

II 

24 

20  Wilson 

Klabunde  s 

II 

30 

25  Fredonia 

Carlson 

Common  Crow 

II 

3 

7000  West  Seneca  (roost)  McKales  et  al 

•1 

23-30 

250  Alfred  area  (roost)  Klingensmith 

Boreal  Chickadee 

II 

3 

1  Pendleton  Twp, 

McKales 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1 

1  Ft,  Niagara  St.Pk 

•  Klabunde  s 

•1 

1-31 

4  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

II 

5 

1  Fluvanna 

Beal 

II 

9 

1,1  Irving  &  Sturgeon 

Pt.  Andrles 

II 

31 

2  West  Seneca  (f) 

McKales  et  al 

Red-br • Nuthatch 

"1-16,17,18-31 

2,3,2  Stafford  Twp. 

Jasons 

II 

2 

1  Pendleton 

Zehr  et  al 

II 

7,25 

1,1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

8;  15 

ljl  Pendleton;  Wilson 

Ulrich ,  Rew 

VI 

10 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

10 

5,1  N.Tonawanda  &  Wulson  McKales 

II 

20 

1  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

Winter  Wren 

II 

10 

1  Queenston,Cnt, 

Andrles 

II 

11,29 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen;  Morse 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-31 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

17-31 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Bchafer 

V 

• 

20 

1  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

Mockingbird 

IV 

1 

1  Stamford  Twp.,0nt 

•  Klabunde  s 

II 

2-24 

1  Fort  Erie,0nt, 

Somme rville 

II 

16 

1,1  Model  City  &  Lockport  Klabundes 

II 

16 

1  Dickersonville 

Klabunde  s 

II 

16 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

24 

1  Amherst 

Wendlings 

•  1 

25 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

30 

1  Willoughby  Twp.,0nt.  McKales 
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Catbird  Jan.  1-30 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

(f)  Axtells 

Brown  Thrasher 

9 

1  Town  of  Portland 

Rew 

ff 

7,14 

1,1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Robin 

1-27 

1-20  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

VI 

1 

8  Queenston,0nt. 

Ulrich, Rew 

ff 

2 

10  Amherst 

Zchr  ot  al 

If 

3 

3  Wilson 

Klabunde  s 

II 

8,10 

3,1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

Axtells 

II 

9 

8  Sturgeon  Pt, 

Andrles  et  al 

II 

10 

20  Somerset 

Me  Kales 

II 

16 

10  Lockport 

Klabunde  s 

II 

16 

3  Somerset 

Axtells 

II 

18-27 

1-3  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Northern  Shrike 

32 

individuals  reported  this  month 

Eastern  Meadowlark  " 

1,25 

1,4  Wellsville 

Burtons 

II 

1 

1  Wilson 

Klabunde s 

VI 

3  5  30 

ljl  West  Seneca ; Bertie 

Twp . , Ont .  Me  Kales 

VI 

3 

3  Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Somme rvi lie 

t« 

4,10 

5,1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

IV 

8 

1  Lancaster 

Wolfling 

II 

24 

4  Boston 

Bourne 

II 

24 

1  Alexander  Twp . 

Seamans 

If 

24 

1  Ridgeway 

Ulrich, Lovelace 

IV 

25 

1  Shelby  Center 

Morse 

II 

29 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Red-w. Blackbird  " 

1-31 

15-8  Belmont  (f) 

Bartons 

II 

9.10 

1,1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

10 

1  Pendleton 

Me  Kales 

IV 

10 

1  Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Somme  rvi  lie 

II 

19 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabunde  s 

II 

24 

1  Boston 

Bourne 

Common  Grackle  " 

3 

1  Hamburg  ( f ) 

Bourne 

II 

5,10 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

(f)  Axtells 

ff 

24 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

fl 

24 

2  Albion 

Seamans 

Brown-h.  Cowbird  " 

1-31 

1-5  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

(f)  Axtells 

ff 

1-31 

6-12  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

1-31 

1  Iroquois  NWR  (f) 

Olsen 

7 

1  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

"15,20,23,25 

2, 2, 1,2  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

It 

16 

4  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

19 

1  East  Pembroke  (f) 

Seamans 

Cardinal  " 

1-31 

40  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt, 

(f)  Axtells 

If 

1-31 

20  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

fl 

18 

24  Stafford  Twp, 

Masons 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

6,15,21 

35,25,15  Belmont  to  Scio 

Klingensmith , Brown 

If 

8 

1  Stafford  Twp • 

Masons 

II 

9,24 

25,15  Scio 

Burtons 

II 

15 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 
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Common  Redpoll 

Jan. 

22 

15  Batavia 

Seamans 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

•  I 

1 

1  Queenston,  Ont.  (f)  Me  Kales 

ft 

9 

1  Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew 

If 

31 

1  South  Wales  (f) 

McKales  et  al 

Vesper  Sparrow 

Jan* 

10 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Field  Sparrow 

«• 

1-29 

1-2  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

It 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

•i 

24 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

(f)  Axtells 

If 

2-21 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

It 

3 

2  Pendleton 

McKales 

II 

16,28,29 

2,1,1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

ft 

17,24 

5,2  Wilson 

Klabunde  s 

M 

17,18 

1,1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

tf 

23 

3  Silver  Creek  (f) 

McKales 

It 

30 

5  Bertie  Twp.,Cht. 

McKales 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

It 

1-31 

9-7  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ont • 

(f)  Axtells 

ft 

1-31 

S-7  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodge 

ft 

1-31 

2  Stafford  Twp. 

Masons 

II 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer  . 

ft 

3 

3  Pendleton 

McKales 

II 

5 

2  Pendleton 

Zehr 

H 

10 

2  Fillmore  ( f ) 

Burtons 

ft 

10 

2  East  Pembroke  (f) 

Seamans 

ft 

15 

3  Scio 

Klingensmith , Brown 

II 

17 

12  Tonawanda  Ind.Res. 

(f)  Seamans 

n 

23 

2  Silver  Creek  (f) 

McKales 

II 

31 

5  Jamestown 

Beal 

(maximum  counts 

for  month) 

Song  Sparrow 

»• 

1-31 

2  Samestown  (f) 

Beal 

If 

1-31 

2  Belmont  (f) 

Bartons 

It 

1-31 

2  North  Boston  (f ) 

Dodge 

It 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

•i 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

t! 

10 

2  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo,  Freitag 

II 

18-31 

2  Alden  (f) 

Wolf ling 

n 

21 

2  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rvi lie 

it 

31 

2  South  Wales  (f) 

McKales  et  al 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Lapland  Long spur 

If 

15 

2  Ransomville 

Ulrich, Lovelace 

II 

29 

1  Fredonia 

Carlson 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

2 

500  Elma 

McKales 

"3,5,16,25  160,225,150,100  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ft 

12 

100  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

ft 

15,15 

350,1500  Elma 

Danner , Webster 

II 

22 

200  Stevensville , Ont . 

Axtells 

II 

24 

120  Boston 

R©w 

It 

26 

150  Belmont 

Burtons 
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Additional  species  observed  in  January  1971:  Mallard,  Black  Duck, 
Redhead,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Red— br. 
Merganser,  Red— tailed  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-n*  Pheasant, 

Gr .Bl.-b.Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-b.  Gull,  Bonaparte's  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Screech 
Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker, 
Blue  Jay,  Black-cap.  Chickadee,  White— br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden— cr. 
Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  American  Goldfinch,  Slate-col. 
Junco,  Tree  Sparrow, 

Species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  January  1971:  101 


ERRATUM 


Erratum : 

Vol .  36 ,  No.  12  (December  1970)  p.  149 
Red-b.  Woodpecker  Nov.  26 

"  28 

should  read : 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  Nov,  26 

"  28 

Erratum : 

Vol.  35  No.  1  (January  1969)  p.  4 


1  Four  Mile  Cr.St.Pk.  Klabundes 
4  Niagara-on- the-Lake , Ont • Klabunde  s 


1  Four  Mile  Cr.St.Pk.  Klabundes 
4  Niagara-on- the-Lake , Ont •  Klabunde s 


Lesser  Black-b,  Gull  Dec.  20  (1968)  1  Port  Weller,  Ont.  Salisbury 

and  statements  in  THE  MONTH  (p.l)  concerning  this  record 
should  be  deleted. 


As  a  result  of  disagreement  among  ornithologists  at  several  leading 
North  American  museums  about  the  identification  of  this  puzzling  specimen 
of  immature  Gull,  it  was  ultimately  sent  to  the  British  Museum,  which  has  a 
large  series  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  study  skins.  After  examining  and 
comparing  'it,  D.  W,  Snow  of  that  institution  wrote  as  follows:  "We  feel  sure 
that  it  is  not  any  race  of  fuscus,  and  reasonably  sure  that  it  is  one  of  the 
American  forms  of  argentatus,  with  which  it  agrees  both  in  its  generally 
less  speckled  body  plumage  (as  compared  with  fuscus  or  European  argentatus) 
and  in  the  pattern  of  its  outer  tail  feathers  (generally  showing  less  white 
than  immature s  of  Old  World  argentatus  and  much  less  white  than  immature s 
of  fuscus) . " 
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NESTING  RECORDS  -  1970  -  VI  •  ; 

Nesting  Birds  at  the  Farmer svllle  Station  Refuge  Donald  F.  Clark 


Wood  Duck 


1.  June  15  Eggshells  indicating  successful  hatching 

2  June  15  Eggshells  indicating  successful  hatching 

3  June  15  N6E  with  additional  eggshells 

4  April  26  N11E 

June  15  Eggshells  indicating  successful  hatching 

5  May  20  Female  on  nest 

May  21  Female  on  nest 

May  29  Female  on  nest 

May  31  Nest  box  destroyed;  four  eggs  broken 


Tree  Sallow 


1  May  21  N6E 
Ma$  29  N6Y 

June  16  U6Y  (banded) 

June  23  Nest  empty  -  intact 

2  May  23  N1E 
May  29  N5E 

3  May  11  Adults  building 
May  14  N1E 

May  17  N4E 
June  5  N4Y 

June  13  N5Y  (must  have  missed  one!) 

June  15  N5Y 

June  16  N5Y  (banded) 

June  20  Nest  empty  -  intact 

4  May  20  Adults  building 
May  21  N1E 

May  29  N5E 

June  5  Feeding  young 

June  13  Feeding  young 

June  16  N5Y 

June  23  N5Y 

5  May  20  N4E 
May  29  N6E 

June  16  N6Y  (banded) 

6  May  20  Adults  building 
May  29  N4E 

June  16  N5E 
June  23  N5E 

7  May  20  N6E 
May  29  N6E 

June  16  N6Y  (banded) 

8  May  29  Adults  building 
June  16  N3E 

June  23  N4E 

9  May  12  Adults  building  (in  Martin  House) 
June  7  Feeding  young 

June  16  Feeding  young 
June  23  Nest  empty 
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Tree  Swallow 

10 

June  15  N5Y 

June  16  N5Y  (banded) 

11 

June  15  N5E 

June  16  N5E 

12 

June  15  N3Y 

June  16  N3Y  (banded) 

13 

June  15  N5Y 

June  16  N5Y  (banded) 

14 

June  15  N4E 

June  16  N4E 

15 

June  7  Adults  building 
June  13  N1E 

June  15  N4E 

16 

June  13  Feeding  young 
June  16  Feeding  young 

17 

June  13  Feeding  young 

House  Wren 

1 

May  29  N4E 

Catbird 

1 

May  20  Female  on  nest 
May  22  N4E 

2 

May  22  N4E 

Robin 

1 

May  20  Female  on  nest 
May  21  Female  on  nest 
May  22  N4E 

2 

May  24  Adults  building 
May  29  Female  on  nest 
June  6  Female  on  nest 

3 

May  24  Female  on  nest 
May  29  N4E 

June  6  Feeding  young 

4 

May  29  N3E 

June  6  Female  on  nest 
June  13  N3Y 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

1 

May  24  N1E 

May  29  Nest  destroyed 

Baltimore  Oriole  1  June  13  Female  on  nest 


Common  Grackle  1  May  30  Female  on  nest 

2  May  30  Female  on  nest 
June  15  N4Y 
June  16  N4Y 
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Song  Sparrow  1  May  20  N3E 

May  21  N3E 
May  29  N3Y 

2  May  24  N4E 
May  29  N5E 
June  5  N5E 

June  6  N5E  •  .  ■ 

(nest  deserted;  egg  remained  until  July) 

3  May  9  N6E  (one  Cowbird) 

May  12  N5E  (removed  Cowbird  egg) 

May  19  N1E4Y 
May  24  N1E4Y 

May  30  Nest  empty  -  intact 

COMMENTS t  My  Wood  Duck  apartment'  house  had  three  nests  occupied  in  the  four  box 
unit.  The  Martin  House  had  a  Tree  Swallow  nest  in  it  for  the  second  consecutive 
year.  Out  of  approximately  twenty-four  Tree  Swallow  nesting  boxes,  17  were 
occupied.  We  saw  Tree  Shallows  evict  a  Bluebird  from  one  house  and  unfortunately 
had  no  Bluebirds  nesting  this  year. 

178  West  Girard  Boulevard,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 


FURTHER  COMMENTS  ON  SOME  UNUSUAL  NESTING  SPECIES  IN  ALLEGANY  COUNTY 

Elizabeth  W.  Brooks 


In  an  attempt  to  summarize  highlights  of  the  Summer  1970  breeding 
bird  season  in  the  Alfred  area,  the  following  notes  seem  pertinent. 

White-throated  Sparrows  again  continued  their  activity  in  1970  during  the 
period  from  early  June  until  September  1  when  the  BOS  Date  Guide  lists  them  as 
needing  ■written  verification.  On  June  23 ,  during  a  U.S.  Dept,  of  Fish  &  Wildlife 
Breeding  Bird  Census  taken  on  Route  #46  (Sw ain),  two  White-throatted  Sparrows  were 
present  at  a  stop  on  Morris  Road  in  Allegany  County.  This  is  within  a  mile  of  a 
spot  where  an  adult  was  heard  on  the  same  census  route  in  1969.  Clarence 
Klingensmith  also  discovered  four  adults  near  Palmers  Pond  on  one  of  the  census 
routes  of  the  Breeding  Bird  Population  Study  conducted  by  the  Allegany  County 
Bird  Club.  This  sighting,  on  June  21,  was  in  a  State  Reforestation  area. 

The  author  observed  four  pairs  of  resident  White=throated  Sparrows  in 
the  Alfred  area  throughout  the  summer  of  1970.  A  shrubby  clearing  in  a  State 
Reforestation  area  where  two  White-throats  seemed  to  be  defending  a  nesting 
territory  in  the  summer  of  1969  again  produced  two  White- throats  but  no  nest 
was  discovered  and  no  young  observed.  A  second  and  third  pair  of  White-throated 
Sparrows  were  found  in  the  same  general  area,  in  the  Town  of  Ward,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Brown  Road  and  the  Vandermark  Road  near  a  Beaver  Marsh.  A  fourth  pair 
was  observed  throughout  June  and  July  in  a  shrubby  clearing  in  the  State 
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Reforestation  land  adjacent  to  Foster  Marsh  in  the  Town  of  Alfred.  All  four 
breeding  areas  are  within  ly  miles  of  each  other  and  are  in  State  Reforestation 
areas • 

Evidence  of  breeding  Myrtle  Warblers  continued  again  in  the  Summer  of 
1970  in  the  Alfred  area.  On  May  19,  Clarence  Klingensmith  discovered  a  female 
Myrtle  Warbler  incubating  3  eggs  (plus  1  Cowbird  egg  which  was  removed)  in  a  nest 
located  4§-'  up  in  a  six-foot  Scotch  Pine  tree.  On  June  2,  the  nest  contained 
2  or  3  young  and  on  June  10,  the  young  had  left  the  nest.  Although  the  young  were 
never  seen,  the  adults  were  both  observed, highly  agitated,  darting  in  and  out 
of  Scotch  Pine  undergrowth  about  50  yards  from  the  nest  site,  probably  feeding 
young.  This  nest  was  located  on  a  Scotch  Pine  Christmas  tree  plantation  owned 
by  Eddy  Foster  which  is  used  for  a  summer  Breeding  Bird  Study*,  and  is  adjacent  to 
Foster  Lake,  about  2  miles  west-southwest  of  Alfred,  It  is  the  same  area  where 
a  male  Myrtle  Warbler  was  observed  in  June  1969  feeding  a  young  bird  and 
adjacent  to  more  mature  pines  where  young  Myrtle  Warblers  were  observed  during 
July  1969. 

A  pair  of  Clay-colored  Sparrows  remained  in  the  same  Scotch  Pine 
Christmas  tree  plantation  adjacent  to  Foster  Lake  and  appear  to  have  established 
the  first  breeding  record  for  this  species  in  the  western  New  York  area. 

The  male,  first  observed  by  Clarence  Klingensmith,  was  studied  by  several  other 
birders  in  the  County  and  its  song  was  recorded  on  tape  by  Lou  and  Doris  Burton, 

The  male  continued  to  sing  throughout  May  and  was  carefully  observed  on  June  2,  6, 
and  8,  After  a  period  of  silence,  two  adult  Clay-colored  Sparrox^s  were  observed 
on  June  24  and  25  in  the  same  location  carrying  larva  and  responding  to  the 
feeding  calls  of  young.  It  was  not  possible  to  locate  the  young  or  the  nest  in 
the  thick  Scotch  Pine  foliage.  Throughout  July  and  early  August,  a  thorough 
search  of  the  area  failed  to  produce  any  evidence  of  a  second  nesting;  neither 
the  adults  nor  the  young  were  observed  after  June  25 • 

*For  a  detailed  description  of  the  area  see  Audubon  Field  Notes,  Vol,  23,  #6,  P.743. 

R.D,  #1,  Alfred  Station,  N.Y.,  14803 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

SOCIETY  FIELD  TRIP  -  DECEMBER  6th,  1970  Walter  Klabunde 


Fourteen  members  and  guests  braved  the  snowy  and  blustery  weather  on 
Sunday,  December  6th  and  were  rewarded  with  seeing  a  total  of  forty-four 
species  for  the  day.  The  division  was  equal  between  water  birds  and  land  birds. 
Because  of  poor  visibility  most  of  the  birding  was  done  along  the  Niagara  River, 

Undoubtedly  tops  with  most,  was  the  excellent  vieiTS  of  both  a  female 
King  and  male  Common  Eider,  The  latter  was  particularly  impaessive,  now  that 
the  bird  has  attained  his  full  adult  plumage.  Among  the  other  waterfowl  seen 
were  all  three  species  of  scoters  and  mergansers.  But  hard  as  everyone  looked  no 
one  spotted  any  of  the  white  winged  gulls  or  Little  Gull, 
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Among  the  land  birds  a  Myrtle  Warbler,  flitting  from  bush  to  bush  in 
front  of  the  greenhouse  in  Victoria  Park,  was  the  most  outstanding.  Three  or 
four  Red— headed  Woodpeckers  gave  a  command  performance  as  we  walked  among  the 
oak  trees  in  Paradise  Grove  near  Fort  George. 

Finally,  to  get  away  from  the  snow  flurries  encountered  on  the  Canadian 
side,  we  made  our  final  stop  at  the  Lutts  Rd.  pinery  in  Youngstown.  Here  a 
Long-eared  and  four  Short-eared  Owls  were  flushed.  But  in  the  same  area  everyone 
enjoyed  watching  two  Rough-legged  Hawks,  a  Marsh  Hawk,  three  Red- tailed  Hawks  and 
two  Sparrow  Hawks  hawking  over  the  nearby  fields;  all  of  which  made  this  side 
trip  a  huge  success. 

4923  Creek  Rd.,  Lewiston,  N.Y.,  14092 
ANNUAL  WATERFOWL  COUNT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  BIRD  CLUBS 


Compiled  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell 


Following  is  the  result  of  the  Waterfowl  County  in  the  Western  New  Y0rk  sec 
tion  of  the  B.O.S,  study  area  (Region  #1)  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Bird  Clubs.  The  Federation  publication,  The  Kingbird,  will  print 
the  statewide  count  results  at  a  later  date. 


Target  Date:  January  10th,  1971*  Count  includes  dates  between  January  9th 
and  January  17th,  inclusive. 


SPECIES 

NUMBER 

Common  Loon 

2  (G) 

Horned  Grebe 

3  (1) 

Pied-b .  Grebe 

8 

a,  j) 

Canada  Goose 

360  (0) 

Mallard 

1342 

Black  Duck 

1504 

Gadwall 

39 

(F,I) 

Pintail 

7 

(F,G) 

American  Widgeon 

150 

(F) 

Wood  Duck 

2 

(J.Q) 

Redhead 

328 

Canvasback 

2296 

Scaup  (Gr.  &  L.)  3097 

Common  Goldeneye 

4266 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

1 

(F) 

Bufflehead 

1442 

Old squaw 

433 

White-w.  Scoter 

21 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

(B,F) 

COMMENT 

high 

low 

highest  recorded 
highest  recorded 
average 
average 

Second  highest  count 
lowest  in  seven  years 
second  highest  count 
ties  for  highest 
highest  recorded 
average  for  recent  years 
average 
average 

observed  throughout  month  and  since 

highest  recorded 

low 

low 

ties  for  highest 
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SPECIES 


NUMBER 


COMMENT 


Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 
American  Coot 


8 

2926 

48  (B,F,I) 
22  (I) 


high 

low 

second  lox^est 
second  highest 


TOTAL  SPECIES:  24  (incl.  Lesser  Scaup) 
TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS:  18,307 


It  was  the  fourth  lowest  count  of  individual  birds  since  the  counts, began. 
Because  the  inland  lakes  were  reported  by  observers  to  be  almost  entirely 
frozen  over  and  because  of  considerable  shore  ice  on  the  larger  bodies  of  water, 
the  numbers  recorded  are  lower  than  anticipated*  Nevertheless,  the  Allegany 
County  observers  reported  seven  species  from  the  few  areas  of  open  water  in  the 
Genesee  River. 


*  -  The  capital  letters  in  parentheses  following  the  number  of  individuals  re¬ 
corded  refers  to  the  territory  listed  below  if  the  species  was  observed  in 
three  or  less  territories.  The  names  are  those  of  the  party  leaders  only. 

A-  Lake  Ontario  (Olcott  to  Point  Breeze,  Orleans  Co.)  Axtells 

B-  Lake  Ontario  (Fort  Niagara  to  Olcott)  Klabundes 

C-  Niagara  River  Gorge  to  Fort  Niagara  Wagner 

D-  Niagara  River  Gorge  to  Niagara-on-The-Lake,Ont.  Ulrich 

E-  Niagara  River  -  Buffalo  to  Goat  Island  -*  Seeber 

F-  Niagara  River  -  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  to  brink  of  Falls  -  Benham 

G-  Grand  Island  -  Vaughan 

H-  Lake  Erie  -  Buffalo  to  Silver  Creek  -  Andrle 

I-  Lake  Erie  -  Silver  Creek  to  Pennsylvania  State  Line  -  Rew 

J-  Jamestown  area  -Pillsbury 

K-  Allegheny  River  -  Eaton 

L-  Allegany  County  -  Burton 

M-  Batavia  and  vicinity  Pixley 

N-  Oak  Orchard  G.M.A.  &  Game  Farm  -  Kraus 

0-  Iroquois  N.W.R.  -  Morse 

P-  Amherst  -  Wendlings 

Q-  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo  -  Me  Kales 

The  compiler  extends  his  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  this 
seventeenth  annual  Waterfowl  Count. 

238  West  Royal  Parkway,  Williamsville ,  N.Y. 

SEVEN  YEAR  SUMMARY  -  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Waterfowl  Counts  - 
Region  #1  Compiled  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Volume  31 »  issue  no.  2  of  The  Prothonotary  (February  1965) 
for  a  summary  of  the  first  ten  years  of  the  Waterfowl  Counts  in  Region  #1  from 
1955  through  1964. 
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Species 

1965 

1966 

Common  Loon 

1 

- 

Red-thr.  Loon 

- 

- 

Red-n,  Grebe 

- 

— 

Horned  Grebe 

4 

— 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

1 

2 

Mute  Swan 

- 

— 

Whistling  Swan 

4 

— 

Canada  Goose 

- 

10 

Brant 

- 

- 

Mallard 

1119 

1438 

Black  Duck 

1670 

1590 

Gadwall 

1 

1 

Pintail 

39 

38 

Green-w.  Teal 

- 

- 

Amer.  Widgeon 

85 

32 

Shove ler 

- 

- 

Wood  Duck 

1 

1 

Redhead 

153 

66 

Ring-n,  Duck 

1 

- 

Canvasback 

2721 

2937 

Scaup 

2662 

1218 

Common  Goldeneye 

6117 

3625 

Barrow's  " 

- 

- 

Bufflehead 

270 

60 

Old squaw 

989 

1489 

King  Eider 

1 

1 

Common  Eider 

- 

- 

White-w.  Scoter 

94 

316 

Surf  Scoter 

- 

- 

Common  Scoter 

2 

- 

Ruddy  Duck 

- 

- 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

2 

Common  " 

8220 

6924 

Red-br.  " 

77 

25 

Smew 

- 

- 

Amer,  Coot 

- 

- 

Unidentified 

- 

8  77 

Totals 

23235 

20652 

Species 

23 

19 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

_ 

- 

2 

a. 

— 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

3 

- 

17 

2 

16 

26 

3 

1 

_ 

5 

2 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

178 

9 

87 

50 

360 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1473 

1930 

15^7 

1535 

1342 

1265 

2197 

1489 

411 

1504 

54 

8 

13 

35 

39 

49 

2 

12 

12 

2 

16 

7 

334 

143 

8 

70 

150 

_ 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

2 

316 

23 

2  68 

281 

328 

2565 

2727 

2458 

1353 

2296 

5224* 

3916* 

5097* 

2627 

3097 

5389 

5640 

5895 

2030 

4266 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

425 

1111 

559 

886 

1442 

2457 

1336 

263 

307 

433 

26 

5 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

2 

— 

328 

77 

10 

2 

21 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

9 

2 

22 

4 

8 

13944 

10766 

5082 

4329 

2926 

385 

940 

98 

151 

77 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

15 

6 

7 

22 

470 

81 

4 

135 

- 

34962 

30943 

22942 

14266 

18307 

25 

20 

21 

24 

23 

*  includes  28  Lesser  Scaup  in  1967  and  25  in  1969*  Scaups  are  lumped  together 
in  the  state  count. 

238  West  Royal  Parkway,  Williamsville ,  N.Y.,  14221 
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NOTES 


An  "Unscarey"  Cooper's  Hawk 

An  immature  Cooper's  Hawk  has  been  visiting  our  feeding  area  this 
month.  (Jan.  1971)  I  have  to  admit  to  feelings  of  consternation  at  the  preda¬ 
tions  of  this  bird,  but  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  help  but  find  its  behavior 
interesting.  Knowing  that  by  attracting  lsuch  a  large  population  of  songbirds  I 
have  made  this  a  very  inviting  place  for  predators,  I  have  made  every  effort  to 
provide  escape  cover  for  those  prayed  upon:  this  in  the  form  of  brush  piles  which' 
have  proved  their  worth  time  and  time  again.  Even  so  I  have  seen  this  hawk  make 
several  successful  forays  during  the  months  lWhite-throated  Sparrow,  1  Mourning 
Dove,  1  Junco  and  4  House  Sparrows. 

After  capturing  a  bird  it  flies  to  the  nearest  evergreen  tree, 
spends  about  l§-2  hours  devouring  its  prey,  then  just  sits  for  about  2  hours  more. 
In  the  meantime,  the  birds  (seeming  to  know  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  once  the 
hawk  is  so  occupied)  come  out  of  hiding  -  have  even  seen  birds  (Tree  Sparrows  and 
House  Sparrows)  perch  within  4-5  feet  of  the  hawk  and  Chickadees  scolding  only 
inches  from  its  head.  About  2  hours  after  eating  the  hawk  becomes  very  restless 
and  starts  eying  the  unsuspecting  birds  at  the  feeders  and  eventually  makes  a  dive 
for  one.  Oddly  enough  I  have  only  seen  this  tactic  successful  once  and  wonder  if 
it  is  a  really  serious  effort,  I  have  tried  to  chase  this  hawk  away  after  it  is 
through  eating,  but  it  just  sits  and  looks  at  me,  a  very  unscarey  bird 2 

Mrs.  Barbara  Dodge,  7428  Back  Creek  Rd,,  Hamburg,  N.Y.,  14075 


"Measure  your  health  by  your  empathy 
with  morning  and  spring.  If  there  is 
no  response  in  you  to  the  awakening 

of  nature,  if  the  prospect  of  an  early  • 

morning  walk  does  not  banish  sleep, 

if  the  warble  of  the  first  Bluebird 

does  not  thrill  you  -  know  that  the 

morning  and  spring  of  your  life  is  past." 

Henry  David  Thoreau,  1859 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 
Society's  Club-room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

April  28  -  Plans  of  the  Research  Committee  for  spring  and  summer  1971  - 

Dr.  Blake  Reeves.  This  feature  is  designed  to  acquaint 
members  with  proposed  activities  of  the  Research  Committee 
and  ways  in  which  they  may  be  of  assistance. 

Report  of  April  Bird  Count  -  Harold  A,  Dodge 
Plan  May  Bird  Count  -  Edward  Seeber 


May  12  -  to  be  announced 

May  26  -  Members  slide  night 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


May  2  -  Field  trip  to  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  migrant  land  birds 

and  birds  of  prey  -  Richard  Brownstein  (833-4010) 

May  16  -  May  Bird  Count  -  Edward  Seeber  (633-6157) 

May  23  -  Field  trip  to  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Whimbrels  - 

Robert  Wagner  (633-8109).  Meet  at  Vermont  St,  entrance  to  the 
Peace  Bridge  at  8  AM. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  ’too  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd., 

Egge  rt  sville ,  N . Y . ,  14226 • 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

BACKIISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257. 
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THE  MONTH 

February  temperature  in  the  Buffalo  area  averaged  three  degrees  above  normal, 
while  the  total  precipitation  was  0.31-in.  above  the  mean.  There  was  very  little 
normal  weather,  however.  Most  of  the  precipitation  near  Buffalo  came  during  two  or 
three  heavy  snow  storms  in  the  second  week.  The  temperature  was  quite  different  in 
the  first  and  last  halves  of  the  month.  The  first  half,  though  somewhat  variable, 
averaged  considerably  colder  than  normal.  In  every  day  of  the  last  half,  however, 
the  temperature  reached  approximately  to  or  above  the  thawing  mark,  and  on  at  least 
half  of  the  days  during  that  period  the  thermometer  did  not  go  down  to  32  degrees 
even  at  night.  The  last  three  days,  themselves  unseasonably  warm  and  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  two  weeks  of  unbroken  above-normal  warmth,  produced  a  noticeable  migration 
of  birds. 

The  Barrow* s  Goldeneye  was  obviously  the  same  female  that  had  been  reported 
every  month  since  November  21,  The  bill,  which  on  the  November  date  was  bright 
yellow  or  orange-yellow  for  about  two-thirds  the  distance  toward  its  base,  had 
become  by  February  20  that  shade  of  yellow  for  its  entire  length,  except  for  black 
on  the  nail  and  dusky  around  the  immediate  edges  of  the  nostrils.  Likewise,  the 
Purple  Sandpiper  was  most  probably  a  wintering  bird,  especially  since  there  were 
January  reports  from  the  same  locality. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  outstanding  ornithological  finding  of  the  month  was  the 
unprecedented  number  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  migrating  over  the  town  of  Stockton. 

Other  species  that  were  noted  as  part  of  the  migration  movement  of  February  26-28 
included  Whistling  Swans,  many  Canada  Geese,  a  few  Red-tailed  Hawks,  scattered 
Robins  and  Bluebirds,  numbers  of  Red-winged  Blackbirds  and  Grackles,  and  a  few 
Cowbird  s , 

The  46  Cardinals  at  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ontario,  may  be  an  all-time  maximum 
record  at  an  artificially-provided  food  supply. •  All  were  individually  counted  at 
one  time  within  75  feet  of  a  house.  -  Harold  H,  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  New  York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


*Red  necked  Grebe 

Feb. 

4,7 

2,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Horned  Grebe 

If 

7 

8  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

i» 

20 

11  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell , Elderkin 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

i, 

20 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkin  et  al 

Great  Blue  Heron 

If 

6 

1  Crescent  Park,0nt. 

Somme rville 

19 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

* Whistling  Swan 

ii 

27F 

7  Buckhorn  Island  St. Pi. 

Reckhow 

Canada  Goose 

ft 

7 

16  over  Pembroke 

Wendlings 

ft 

26 

175  over  Bemus  Point 

Carlson 

If 

26 

85  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

•  1 

26 

125  over  Buffalo 

Stellers 

ft 

26 

175  over  Jamestown 

Sundell 

•  9 

27 

900  Oak  Orchard  area 

Smiths 

II 

27 

3500  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Blue  Goose 

Feb. 

20,26 

1,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkin  et  al 

Feb. 

20 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

Gadwall 

II 

7 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Pintail 

If 

20 

3  Amherst 

Me  Kales 

II 

28 

7  Batavia  Turf  Farm 

Seamans 

Redhead 

II 

26 

6  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkin  et  al 

* Lesser  Scaup 

II 

2 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

II 

21 

2  Youngstown 

McKales  et  al 

Barrow’s  Goldeneye 

II 

20 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

King  Eider 

II 

6,7,18,27  l 

,1,1,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

II 

20 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

White-w,  Scoter 

II 

18,21 

1,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

II 

20 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkins  et  al 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

II 

15 

1  Belmont 

Burtons- 

II 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

II 

1-28 

1-2  Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

1 

1  Spring  Brook  (feeder  area)  Danner 

II 

9,19 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

U 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 
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Red-tailed  Hawk 

Feb. 

7 

41  Wheatfield  to  Wilson 

Me  Kales 

M 

27 

3  over  Belfast 

Burtons 

II 

27,28 

1,5  over  Stockton 

Re w, Buck 

Red- should.  Hawk 

l» 

25F.26.27 

1,1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

II 

3 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

II 

7 

1,2  Pendleton, Cambria 

Me Kales 

IV 

8 

1  Jericho  Hill, Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

9 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

21 

2  Pendleton 

Zehrs 

II 

26,27 

1,3  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

It 

27,28 

84,71  over  Stockton 

Carlson , Rew, etal 

Marsh  Hawk 

II 

20 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd , , Ont . 

Axtells 

*Bobwhite 

II 

26 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

16 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo. 

Kikta 

American  Coot 

II 

20,26 

35,35  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkins  et  al 

ii 

20 

20  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

Killdeer 

II 

23 

4  Dunkirk 

Carlson 

II 

26 

1,2  Belmont, Belfast 

Burtons 

II 

26,2? 

2,3  Belvidere 

Burtons 

•  1 

26 

1  Dunkirk 

Elderkin  et  al 

Purple  Sandpiper 

Feb. 

20 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells 

Glaucous  Gull 

II 

2 

2  Niagara  Power  Project 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

20 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

H 

27 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Crones 

Iceland  Gull 

•  1 

2 

1  Niagara  Power  P  roject 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

28 

1  Port  Weller, Ont. 

Thill, Reckhow 

Mourning  Dove 

"  1-28  40-20  Belmont 

(maximum  count  for  month) 

Burtons 

Barn  Cwl 

II 

14 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

21 

1  Wilson 

McKales  et  al 

Snowy  Owl 

II 

6,21 

1,1  Oak  Orchard 

Smiths 

II 

24,25 

1,1  Shadigee  (Orleans  Co.) 

Smiths 

(3  individuals 

recognized ; " 2  at '  Oak  Orchard , 

1  at  Shadigee) 

*Barred  Owl 

II 

15 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

7,11,26 

5,3,2  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

IV 

21 

4  Youngstown 

McKales  et  al 

II 

21 

6  Pendleton 

Zehrs 

Saw-whet  Owl 

II 

1-9 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd . , Ont .(f) 

Axtells 

Belted  Kingfisher 

II 

6,20,27 

1,1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Yellow-sh  Flicker 

II 

1-28 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd . , Ont .(f) 

Axtells 

II 

11,15,19 

1,2,2  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

•  I 

26 

1  Belfast 

Burtons 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr • 

II 

7 

2  Tonawanda  Ind.Res, 

Seamans 

Horned  Lark 

II 

27 

1  Transit 

Burtons 

E.a.  praticola 

II 

20 

141  Fredonia  area 

Carlson 

Common  Crow 

II 

27 

7000  West  Seneca  (roost) 

Crones 

Boreal  Chickadee 

II 

7 

1  Pendleton  Twp. 

McKales 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-28 

2  West  Seneca  (f) 

Crones 
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Red-br .  Nuthatch 

Feb. 

4 

1  Toad  Hollow 

Bourne 

11 

7 

1  Pendleton  Twp, 

McKales 

ft 

7 

1  Tonawanda  Ind.  Res.  (f) 

Seamans 

Carolina  Wren 

”1-21, 

22,23-28 

1,2,1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

It 

1,10 

1,1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

•  V 

2 

1  Fredonia  (f) 

Carlson 

II 

20 

1  Derby 

Bourne 

II 

21 

1  Lewiston 

McKales  et  al 

Robin 

II 

1-28 

3  West  Seneca 

Crones 

II 

4,11 

1,1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

8,11 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

II 

9,2  7 

1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

11,27 

1,1  Spring  Brook 

Danner ' 

II 

20 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

IV 

27 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

27 

1  Jamestown 

Elder kin 

*Ea stern  Bluebird 

If 

25F 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

27 

1  Clymer 

Elder kin 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

6-23 

1-3  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

7 

1  Evans 

Andrles 

II 

7 

1  Amherst 

Zehr 

II 

14-16 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ont .(f) 

Axtells 

E.  Meadowlark 

II 

20 

1  Pendleton 

McKales 

II 

26 

1  Belvidere 

Burtons 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

II 

26 

100,200  Belmont,  Transit 

Burtons 

II 

26,28 

100,100  Caneadea,  Scio 

Burtons 

II 

27 

150  Clymer 

Elder kin 

Common  Grackle 

II 

26  F 

2  Eggertsville 

McKales 

II 

27 

200  West  Seneca  (roost) 

Crone  s 

II 

27 

1  Williamsville  ( f ) 

Mitchell 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

V 

1-28 

1-4  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt.(f) 

Axtells 

•  1 

1-28 

6-10  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

8 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

II 

10-20 

1-30  Jamestown  (f) 

Sundell 

Cardinal 

If 

1-28 

46  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt.(f) 

Axtells 

It 

1-28 

8-12  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

7 

8  Tonawanda  Ind.  Res.(f) 

Seamans 

II 

23 

30  Scio 

Burtons 

* Purple  Finch 

•  1 

7 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

11 

3  Belmont 

Burtons 

VI 

15 

1  Jamestown  (f) 

Sundell , Kibler 

Am.  Goldfinch 

II 

1-28 

10-47  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ont .(f) 

Axtells 

II 

1-28 

1-25  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

(maximum  counts  at  feeders) 

Field  Sparrow 

II 

11 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

White-cr •  Sparrow 

II 

1-28 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ont .(f) 

Axtells 

II 

21 

1  Wilson 

McKales  et  al 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

II 

1-28 

6  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  0nt.(f) 

Axtells 

II 

1,2,6 

1,1,1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Sommerville 

II 

5,11 

1,1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 
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W£ite-thr.  Sparrow  Feb. 

7,21 

1,2  Pendleton  Twp.  (f) 

Me  Kales  et  al 

7 

10  Tonawanda  Ind.Res.(f) 

Seamans 

ii 

11 

2  Pendleton 

Zehr 

•  « 

15 

3  Jamestown  (f) 

Sundell , Kibler 

Song  Sparrow  " 

1-28 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

1-28 

2-3  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

l» 

1-28 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

19 

1-25 

1-2  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Sommerville 

91 

7,21 

1,1  Pendleton  (f) 

Me  Kales 

99 

7 

3  Tonawanda  Ind,  Res.  (f) 

Seamans 

99 

21,24 

3,2  Porter,  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

99 

18 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Lapland  Long spur  " 

2 

13  Fredonia 

Carlson 

H 

24 

1  Boston 

Bourne 

Snow  Bunting  " 

3 

U8  Stevensville,Ont. 

Sommerville 

99 

1113 

100,100  Pendleton  Twp. 

Zehr 

99 

16 

50  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

99 

26 

80  Stockton 

Carlson 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

101 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 

7 

Total  for  1971: 

108 

ERRATA 

Errata:- 

Vol.  36  June  1970 

No.  6 

P.  7 4 

*Wilson*s  Phalarope 

May 

20  1  Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

underline 

May 

20 

1970  Addenda 

Vol,  37  January  1971  No. 

1  P.  6 

Turkey  Vulture 

Mar. 

7  1  Collins 

Benham  et  al 

underline 

Mar  • 

7 

STATISTICIANS *  NOTE 


1.  Please  send  in  all  field  reports  on  typewriter-size  (8-§-  X  11")  paper,  even 
if  you  report  only  one  bird.  Undersized  sheets  among  the  observers*  field 
reports  make  handling  and  utilization  so  unnecessarily  difficult  that  a 
researcher  is  likely  to  become  discouraged  and  give  up  his  hoped-for  use 
of  our  records.  Also,  undersized  sheets  tend  to  get  misplaced,  overlooked, 
or  lost,  and  oversized  ones  tend  to  become  crumpled  and  torn. 
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2,  Please  turn  in  each  verifying  write-up  on  a  typewri ter- size  (S-j.  X  H  ) 
sheet  by  itself  -  not  on  a  sheet  with  field  reports  or  other  verifying  write-ups 
or  any  other  written  or  typed  material  not  directly  relevant  to  the  particular 
verifying  write-up. 

3#  When  reporting  observations  of  hawk  or  other  noteworthy  migrations, 
please  state  clearly  the  exact  location,  time  of  day,  other  persons 
present,  and  any  other  information  that  may  help  determine  whether  the 
birds  you  count  are  the  same  or  different  ones  from  those  that  may  be 
reported  by  other  observers  for  the  same  date  and  general  locality. 


NESTING  RECORDS  -  1970  -  VII 


Raptor  Nesting  in  Northern  Erie  and  Southern  Niagara  Counties  in  1970 

By  Gregory  Inskip 

COMMENT :  Late  winter  snow  and  cold  weather  seem  to  have  set  the  horned  owl  and 
red-tail  nesting  cycles  back  about  ten  days  compared  to  the  previous  year  (1969)* 
Meadow  mice  were  not  as  abundant  as  during  the  previous  season  but,  as  ex¬ 
pected,  all  of  the  owls  under  observation  and  most  of  the  red-tails  managed  to 
fledge  at  least  one  young.  Human  interference  (probably  unintentional)  caused 
the  failure  of  one  hawk  nest  (no,  #4)  and  owls  forced  another  pair  of  red-tails 
to  abandon  a  nesting  site  (no.  #1)  but  the  birds  re-nested  a  month  later, 
successfully. 

Great  Horned  Owl 

Nest  It  Forty-five  feet  up  in  a  Red  Oak  in  woods  south  of  Killian  Road,  Town 
of  Pendleton.  This  nest  was  built  in  1969  by  a  Pair  of  Red-tailed  Hawks  but 
they  were  displaced  by  a  pair  of  Great-horned  Owls. 

Feb.  14,  22  -  Nest  unoccupied  but  owls  perched  nearby 
March  1  -  Female  Owl  sitting  on  nest 
March  27  -  Nest  has  two  young 

April  18  -  Female  and  two  young,  much  grown,  sitting  at  nest; 

remains  of  Rock  Dove  below  nest. 

June  1  -  Two  young  off  nest  in  woods 

Nest  2:  Fifty  feet  up  in  beech  tree  overlooking  Clarence  from  the  Onondaga 
Escarpment,  Greiner  Road,  Town  of  Clarence.  This  nest  was  occupied  in  1969  by 
a  pair  of  Red-tailed  Hawks. 

March  21  -  Female  on  nest 

May  29  —  Young  owl  flying  in  woods;  nest  itself  destroyed, 

probably  by  parent  birds  to  force  the  owlet  to  complete 
fledging. 
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Great  Horned  Owl  cont. 


Nest 

3: 

Forty  feet 

up  in 

Town 

of 

Amherst. 

April 

2,5  - 

April 

29  - 

May 

3  - 

May 

17  - 

June 

11  - 

June 

19  - 

July 

9  - 

an  ash  tree  in  a  small  woods  north  of  Rensch  Road, 


Red-tailed  Hawks  flushed  off  of  the  nest 

Young  Great-horned  Owl  in  nest;  Red-tailed  Hawk  overhead 

Young  Great-horned  Owl  in  nest;  hawk  circling  overhead 

Young  owl,  almost  grown  but  still  flightless,  perched 

above  nest  and  harrassed  by  crows 

Young  owl  out  of  nest  and  flying  in  small  woods 

Young  owl  in  larger  woodlot,  y  mile  from  nest  woods 

Young  owl  in  same  i^oodlot  accompanied  by  adult  bird 


Nest  4 ;  Forty  feet  up  in  a  Silver  Maple  in  woods,  north  of  North  French  Road, 
west  of  Campbell  Boulevard,  Town  of  Amherst.  This  nest  is  old  and  in  poor 
repair,  tilting  at  a  45°  angle.  It  was  located  by  Richard  Zehr  who  assisted 
in  the  following  observations. 


April  5  -  Female  sitting  on  nest;  we  believe  young  have  hatched 

April  12  -  Female  and  two  downy  young  sunning 

May  17  -  Y0ung  off  of  nest  and  hiding  in  heavy  brush  while 

flock  of  thirty  crows  mobbed  adult  bird 


Red-tailed  Hawk 

Nest  1:  See  description  of  Great-horned  Owl  nest  #3«  A  pair  of  hawks  re¬ 
nested  after  abandoning  the  nest  to  the  owls.  The  exact  nest  location  re¬ 
mains  unknown  but  at  least  one  juvenile  was  observed  hunting  off  the  old  nest 
on  July  26th. 

Nest  2:  Fifty  feet  up  in  dead  elm  in  woods  south  of  North  French  Road,  Town  of 
Amherst.  This  nest  was  occupied  in  1969* 

April  5  -  Female  flushed  off  nest 

April  12  -  Female  on  nest,  being  fed  by  male 

May  12  -  Two  young  in  nest 

June  14  -  Young,  fairly  well  feathered,  on  nest  being  fed  by 

adults 

June  20  -  Young  out  of  the  nest 

Me st  3 t  Fifty  feet  up  in  a  Red  Maple  in  wet  woods  south  of  Schoelles  Road, 
west  of  Mile rsport  Highway,  Town  of  Amherst.  The  nest  was  occupied  in  1969* 

April  5  -  Female  flushed  off  nest 

May  24  -  Adult  bird  feeding  two  young 

June  14  -  Two  young  out  of  nest,  crying  in  woods 

Nest  4:  Sixty  feet  up  in  Sugar  Maple,  Shawnee  Road,  Town  of  Wheatfield.  The 
nest  was  occupied  in  1969* 

April  11  -  Bird  on  nest 

June  14  -  Nest  empty;  believed  to  be  unsuccessful.  Birds 

probably  frightened  awa y  by  human  interference, 
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Red-tailed  Hawk  cont. 

Nest  5:  Largest  nest  I  have  seen;  fifty  feet  up  in  White  Oak  in  woods  north  of 
Meyer  Road,  Town  of  Pendleton.  The  site  of  the  1969  nesting  of  this  pair  of 
birds  was  destroyed  by  lightning. 

April  18  -  Female  flushed  off  the  nest  after  close  approach 

June  14  -  Two  young  off  nest 

Nest  6:  Fifty-five  feet  up  in  Black  Oak  in  woods  east  of  Sweethome  Road  and 
south  of  Tonawanda  Creek  Road.  Last  year  this  pair  nested  west  of  Sweethome 
Road. 

May  12  -  Female  feeding  young  bird  (only  one?)  on  nest 

June  14  -  Young  bird  out  of  nest  and  perched  in  row  of  trees 

with  adult 

Sparrow  Hawk 

Nest  1:  Hole  thirty  feet  up  in  dead  elm  in  a  row  of  trees  east  of  Bear  Ridge 
Road,  Town  of  Pendleton, 

April  18  -  Both  adults  chased  five  crows  from  vicinity  of  nest; 

female  entered  nest  hole 

June  19  -  At  least  two  young  fledged  and  out  of  nest 

Nest  2:  Forty-five  feet  up  in  hole  in  dead  elm,  Skinnersville  Road,  Town  of 
Amherst.  This  nest  was  occupied  in  1969# 

June  11  -  Female  in  hole;  apparently  incubating 

July  9  -  Nest  believed  abandoned  because  of  nearby  construction 

activities 

NfiSt_3:  Forty  feet  up  in  hole  in  dead  elm  at  corner  of  Sweethome  and  Maple 
Roads,  Town  of  Amherst. 

June  20  -  Female  feeding  three  fairly  well  developed  young 

July  9  -  Three  young  dispersed  and  hunting  for  themselves 

124  Grayton  Road,  Town  of  Tonawanda,  14150 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


OUR  SHORE  COUNTS  FOR  1970 


ky  Edward  Seeber 

The  four  shore  counts  of  1970  were  each  carried  out  and  completed  without  a 
hitch.  By  contract  with  1969,  the  weather  was  favorable  on  each  of  the  four 
Sundays.  . The  number  of  shore  birds  found  is  always  somewhat  disappointing  to 
some  participants  at  certain  places  and  dates,  but  again  showed  to  be  generally 
significantly  higher  than  occurred  several  years  ago  at  comparable  dates  and 
places.  The  total  results  were  as  follows: 


DATE:  (1970) 

Territory:* 

July  19 

1  2 

6 

7 

August  2 

12  6 

7 

August  16 

12  6 

7 

September  6 

12  6  7 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1 

3 

_ 

33 

*13 

20 

14 

9 

23 

23 

20 

3 

12 

10 

8 

Killdeer 

49 

74 

34 

50 

49 

80 

28 

26 

29 

24 

10 

28 

67 

66 

34 

42 

Golden  Plover 

— 

2 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

- 

— 

— 

— 

18 

13 

3 

7 

4 

8 

— 

6 

— 

— 

5 

10 

Common  Snipe 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

75 

69 

12 

107  38 

48 

72 

41 

34 

43 

16 

44 

4 

16 

3 

11 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

Millet 

— 

1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

7 

— 

5 

1 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

92 

79 

59 

68 

37 

26 

39 

21 

13 

12 

14 

34 

1 

1 

7 

15 

Knot 

- 

4 

7 

8 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3 

4 

3 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

Bairds  Sandpiper 

- 

5 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Least  Sandpiper  ! 

129 

274  298  96 

35 

32 

16 

12 

2 

28 

24 

20 

8 

7 

1 

6 

Dunlin 

— 

Short-billed.  Dowitcher 

10 

2 

10 

42 

5 

11 

4 

4 

— 

— 

22 

7 

6 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

5 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

566  66 

96 

106 

664  346  210 

144  174  99 

77 

219 

21 

43 

10 

84 

Western  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sanderling 

22 

19 

50 

5 

50 

17 

6 

17 

24 

18 

— 

28 

— 

6 

4  7 

46 

Unidentified  "peep" 

— 

66 

TOTAL 

953  601  567  54 2  931  592  402  289  297  259  166  402  140  157  141  231 

*See  Prothonotary ,  (Sept.  1953)  Vol,  19,  P.  66  for  location  of  territories 
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These  data  are  being  incorporated  with  previous  years  results  to  determine 
their  significance.  Similar  success  in  1971  should  complete  the  current  project 
and  yield  significant  publishable  results.  To  the  twenty— five  persons  who 
actively  participated  in  the  1970  shore  counts  go  my  heartfelt  thanks.  Our 
Society  is  vitally  dependent  on  unselfish  assistance  in  projects  such  as  this 
for  all  of  its  meaningful  accomplishments. 

State  University  College,  1300  Elmwood  Ave.,  Buffalo  14213* 


NOTES 


ROUGH-LEGGED  HAWK  FLIGHT 

On  Saturday,  February  27,  1971*  a  migration  of  rough-3egged  hawks  was  observed 
by  Lois  Buck  and  me  in  the  Cassadaga  Valley  about  two  miles  south  of  the  Town  of 
Stockton  in  Chautauqua  County.  While  driving  south  on  Route  #380  about  11:30  A.M. 
on  this  day  we  saw  four  rough-legged  hawks  apparently  migrating  and  at  12:45  P.M, 
we  stationed  ourselves  on  Waterman  Road  which  runs  east  from  380.  To  the  south 
the  fields  are  flat  and  directly  north  of  the  road  a  hill  rises  rapidly  some  200 
feet.  The  hawks  were  flying  north  over  the  fields  towards  the  hill  and  then 
rising  over  it  with  a  few  sliding  off  to  the  west.  Between  12:45  P.M,  and  2:15  P.M. 
30  rough- legs  were  observed.  We  left  the  watch  for  a  short  time  but  returned  at 
2:55  P.M,  and  watched  until  4:20  P.M.  recording  an  additional  50  rough-legs  and  one 
red-tailed  hawk.  The  temperature  on  this  day  ranged  from  38  to  46  degrees,  the  wind 
was  s.s.e,  at  20  to  25  mph  with  stronger  gusts. 

On  Sunday,  February  28,  1971*  the  sky  was  overcast,  there  were  a  few  snow 
squalls  in  the  morning  and  the  wind  had  swung  to  the  southwest  but  was  still 
quite  strong,  15  to  20  mph  with  gusts  to  30.  The  temperature  was  32  degrees  at 
9.00  A.M,  and  remained  in  the  mid-thirties  all  during  the  day.  From  9  00  A.M, 
to  11:46  A.M,  we  observed  26  rough-legs  and  5  red-tails  but  found  that  most  of 
the  hawks  were  moving  more  to  the  west  than  they  had  the  previous  day.  We  left 
Waterman  Road  and  when  we  returned  at  2:30  P.M.  found  that  Douglas  Carlson  had 
recorded  26  rough-legs  in  the  time  we  had  been  away.  Since  we  had  noticed  a  few 
hawks  going  east  of  the  hill,  we  drove  east  and  north  through  the  broad  marshlands 
and  fields  of  the  Cassadaga  Valley  looking  for  some  indication  of  a  flight  in  that 
direction  but  failed  to  find  any.  It  wasn't  until  we  came  west  along  Pierson  Road 
and  were  almost  back  to  380  that  we  again  picked  up  the  flight. 

We  had  recorded  84  rough-legs  and  one  red-tail  on  the  27th  and  38  rough- legs 
and  five  red-tails  on  the  28th. 

No  rough- legged  hawk  flight  of  this  magnitude  has  been  previously  reported 
from  this  area  and  no  inf  ormation  is  presently  available  as  to  where  these 
hawks  came  from  or  where  they  went,  although  one  possibility  might  be  that  they 
came  up  the  Conewango  Valley  to  the  Cassadaga  Valley  and  then  turned  northwest 
towards  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  The  Cassadaga  Valley  has  long  been  known  as  an 
excellent  place  for  early  turkey  vultures  and  through  the  years  I  have  also  found 
it  excellent  for  red- shouldered  hawks  and  ospreys  in  March  and  April.  More  field 
work  in  this  area  should  prove  rewarding.  Frances  .M .  Rew,  129  Arbour  Lane,  Buffalo 
New  York 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 
Society's  Club-room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


April  28 


May  12 


May  26 


1.  "Birds  in  the  Antartic",  Dr.  David  Greene,  Buffalo  General 
Hospital,  Report  of  a  1971  expedition  in  which  Dr.  Greene 
participated.  Colored  slides. 

2.  Report  of  Research  Committee  Plans.  Dr*  Blake  Reeves. 

1.  "Birding  Through  Kenya",  Joseph  W.  Taylor  of  the  Genesee 

Ornithological  Society.  Mr.  Taylor,  who  is  President  of  the  Hawk 
Mountain  Association  and  Editor  of  The  Kingbird,  will  present 
an  account  of  his  recent  trip  to  Africa.  Colored  slides. 

Movies  of  Florida  Birds,  Marion  Crone 

Members  sLide  night. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


May  2  -  Field  trip  to  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  migrant  land  birds  and 

birds  of  prey  -  Richard  Brownstein  (833-4010) 

May  16  -  May  Bird  Count  -  Edward  Seeber  (633-6157) 

May  23  -  Field  trip  to  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Whimbrels  -  Robert  Wagner 
(633-8109).  Meet  at  Vermont  St.  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  8  A.M. 

June  11-16  -  Field  trip  to  Churchill  on  Hudsons  Bay,  This  may  be  a  once-in-a- 

lifetime  opportunity  for  some  members  to  visit  this  unusually 
productive  area  with  a  guide  who  knows  the  area  well  at  a  price 
that  is  within  reach.  Leader,  Richard  Brownstein  (833-4010) 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd. 
Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs,  Lincoln  E,  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224, 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  dbpy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore ,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257* 
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NUMBER  4 


THE  MONTH 

March  had  many  sunny  days  which,  however,  were  also  cold,  scarcely 
encouraging  to  the  spirit  of  bird  migration.  The  average  temperature  of  29.8 
was  1.7  degrees  below  normal,  and  the  2.07  inches  of  precipitation  was  1,17 
below  the  long-range  mean,  (meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 


18  1972 


The  migration  that  got  off  to  a  good  start  during  the  last  three  days  of 
February  continued  at  a  somewhat  lower  rate  into  the  first  few  days  of  March. 
Otherwise,  migration  was  barely  more  than  a  trickle  throughout  the  month,  except 
for  the  notable  movement  on  the  14th  and  15th.  On  the  14th,  following  a  cool 
clear  night,  the  temperature  rose  to  nearly  60,  and  that  night  remained  as 
high  as  48  in  the  Buffalo  area,  some  14  degrees  warmer  than  any  previous  night 
this  year;  many  March  migrants  reacted  appropriately,  providing  the  only  concen¬ 
trated  major  influx  during  the  month. 

Swans  and  geese  arrived  in  about  their  usual  large  numbers  in  spite  of 
the  almost  continuous  cold  which  kept  the  ponds  and  sinks  in  the  Oak  Orchard 
area  90$  to  95$>  ice-covered  even  into  April.  Most  other  birds,  however,  were 
clearly  more  reluctant  to  depart  from  the  warmer  southern  climates. 

Following  the  record-breaking  migration  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  in  February, 
noteworthy  numbers  continued  to  be  reported  throughout  March. 

-  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  a  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)-  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that,  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western., 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965  )  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Mar. 

15 

2  Dunkirk 

Beal 

Horned  Grebe 

If 

12 

1  Dunkirk 

Beal 

If 

21 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Seamans 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

It 

1-28 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brownstein 

II 

26 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ulrich  et  al 

If 

30 

1  Belfast 

Burtons 

*Black-cr. Night  Heron  " 

30 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Whistling  Swan 

II 

9 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Wald stein 

tv 

15 

1  Celeron 

Beal 

•  1 

16 

13  Clarence 

Me Kale , Ulrich 

II 

17,20 

4,9  Clarence 

Wendlings 

II 

18 

26  Frewsburg 

Elderkins 

II 

25,31 

9,37  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

28 

16  Oak  Orchard  area 

Andrle  s 

VI 

28 

29  Tonawanda  GMA 

Sundell  et  al 

fl 

28 

15  Beaver  Island  State  Pk, 

Me  Kales 

II 

29 

25  Tonawanda  GMA 

Freitag 

II 

31 

15  Tonawanda  GMA 

Hess 

Canada  Goose 

It 

6  18 

',000  Iroquois  NWR 

Me  Kales, Crones 

II 

14 

2000  Tonawanda  GITA 

Freitag 

II 

19  10 

i,000  Oak  Orchard  area 

Freitag 

"  19,24  1500  Lyndonville  area 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Smiths 

*Snow  Goose 

II 

14F 

1  Shelby 

Brownstein, Mrozek 

II 

18 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

IV 

28 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle s 

II 

28 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

28 

8  over  Fredonia 

Sundell , Maggio 

Blue  Goose 

VI 

14 

1  Shelby 

Brownstein , Mrozek 

II 

15,22 

1,1  Dunkrik  Harbor 

Elderkins 

II 

18 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

28 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrles, Sundell  etal 

VI 

28 

7  over  Fredonia 

Sundell  et  al 
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Black  Duck 

Mar. 

12 

200  Dunkirk 

Beal 

11 

26 

200  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Ulrich  et  al 

Gadwall 

It 

19 

2  Tonawanda  GMA 

Morse, Olsen 

It 

26 

2  Dunkirk  Thruway  Ponds 

Ulrich  et  al 

It 

28 

9  Beaver  Island  State  Pk. 

Me  Kales 

Pintail 

It 

2 

7  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

14 

20  Frewsburg 

Elder kins 

II 

16 

250  Tonawanda  GMA 

McKale , Ulrich 

*Green-w,  Teal 

"  11F 

,12 

1 , 1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

19 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

*Blue-w.Teal 

II 

19F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

VI 

30 

13  Falconer 

Beal 

•1 

30 

2,4  Scio, Belfast 

Burtons 

* Shove ler 

II 

28F 

1  Tonawanda  GMA 

Wendlings 

n 

31 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

M0rse 

Wood  Duck 

it 

17F 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, 01 sen 

23 

2  Lakeside  Cem. , Hamburg 

Bourne 

Redhead 

it 

26 

4  Dunkirk  Thruway  ponds 

Ulrich  et  al 

*Ring-necked  Duck 

n 

15F 

5  Celeron 

Beal 

n 

15F 

30  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkins 

ii 

20 

2  Clarence 

Wendlings 

it 

26 

40  Dunkirk  Thruway  ponds 

Ulrich  et  al 

(first, 

second  and  maximum  count  for  month) 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

14 

25  Niagara  River  (upper) 

Wendlings  et  al 

II 

26 

8  South  Stockton 

Ulrich  et  al 

* Ruddy  Duck 

II 

28F 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brownstein , Mrozek 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

14F 

2  Dunkirk 

Hess 

II 

18 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Morse 

II 

31 

17  upper  Niagara  River 

Axtells 

* Turkey  Vulture 

II 

15F 

1  Iroquois  IT/JR 

Morse, Olsen 

II 

21 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

McKale  s 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

II 

10 

1  Frewsburg 

Swanson, Bates 

II 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

II 

28 

1  over  Silver  Creek 

Br owns te in ,  Mr  oz e k 

Cooper's  Hawk 

"  13 

,28 

1,1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

"  1?,20 

,23 

1,1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

19 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

II 

28 

4  Sheridan  to  Silver  Cr. 

Brownstein, Mrozek 

II 

29 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

II 

30 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

II 

6 

13  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

26 

4  over  Stockton 

Ulrich  et  al 

Red- should.  Hawk 

II 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Me  Kales, Crones 

II 

10 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

26 

4  over  Stockton 

Ulrich  et  al 

(first, second  &  maximum  counts  for  month) 
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Rough-leg.  Hawk 


Bald  Eqgle 
Marsh  Hawk 


American  Coot 


Killdeer 

♦American  Woodcock 


Common  Snipe 

Glaucous  Gull 
Bonaparte's  Gull 

Mourning  Dove 
♦Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 


Yellow-sh . Flicker 


Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

♦Eastern  Phoebe 
Horned  Lark 
E.a.  alpestris 

♦Tree  Swallow 
Tufted  Titmouse 


II 


•  I 


II 


Mar .2, 6, 9, 12/9, 9.4, 
’’  13,16,17,19  6, 
27,28,29 
12,15  5,3 

"  14  5 

’’  26  9 

"  28  3 

"  30  10 

(maximum  counts  - 

"  13  1 

"6,17,21,23/4,5,8, 
"27,28,29,30  5,3, 
"  28  2 

"  21  1 

”  24  1 

26  5 

14  56 

15  59 

15F  1 

15F  2 

16  2 

23,27  1,4 

30F  1 

30F  7 

1  1 

28  12 

28  3 

29  50 

1-31  25-10 

"  14  1 

"2-13,16-29  5-15, 
"  3,5,24  5,3,3 

26,29,31  3,3,1 

2 
1 
2 

2,5 
2 
1 
1 
2 


15  Lyndonville  area 

7.4.3  Lyndonville  area 

7.6.3  Lyndonville  area 
Stockton 

Stockton 

over  South  Stockton 
Stockton 
Chautauqua  Co, 


Smiths 

Smiths 

Smiths 

Beal 

Swanson  et  al 
Ulrich  et  al 
Sundell , Maggio 
Swanson,Bates 


It 


tl 


II 


It 


II 


Mar. 


14 
1-31 
6F 

13,16 
14 
26 
28  F 
5 

18F 


14  other  individuals  reported  for  month) 
Lake  View  (Immature) 

3  Lyndonville  area 
6,6,  Lyndonville  area 
Alfred 

Chautauqua  Lake 
Iroquois  NWR 
Dunkirk  Thruway  ponds 
over  Point  Gratiot 
over  Hamburg  Twp, 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Alfred  area 
Lyndonville 
Iroquois  NWR 
Scio 

South  Stockton 
Fort  Erie ,  Ont • 

Sunset  Bay 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Wellsville 
Belmont  (f) 

Youngstown  cemetery 
1-22  Lyndonville  area 
Alden 
Alden 
Pendleton 

Rose  Hill  Rd., Ont. (f) 

Pendleton  Twp. 

Eden, North  Boston 
Fort  Niagara  State  Pk. 

Derby 
Hanover 
Lake  View 


It 

II 

II 

II 


1-31 

1,2 

14 

17 


1  Frewsburg 

2  West  Seneca  (f) 

1,1  Hamburg 

1  Wilson  Cemetery 

2  Lakeside  Cem. , Hamburg 


Bourne 

Smiths 

Smiths 

Brooks 

Seamans 

Morse , Wald stein 
Ulrich  et  al 
Hess 

Brownstein  et  al 

Axtells 

Klingensmith 

Smiths 

M0rse 

Burtons 

Swans on, Bates 

Hess 

Brownstein  et  al 
Brownstein  et  al 
Burtons 
Burtons 

Wendlings  et  al 
Smiths 
Wolfling 
Wolf ling 
Me  Kales 
Axtells 
Me  Kales 
Bourne 

Wendlings  et  al 
Ulrich  et  al 
Brownstein , Mrozek 
Bourne 

Elderkins 

Crones 

Bourne 

Wendlings  et  al 
Andrles 
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Red-br.  Nuthatch 

Mar. 

12,14 

2,4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

27 

2  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Winter  Wren 

II 

31F 

1  Toad  Hollow 

Bourne 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

10 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

Mockingbird 

fl 

6 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Robin 

If 

2,6 

1,2  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

fl 

14 

3  Tonawanda  GMA 

Freitag 

II 

14 

84  over  Point  Gratiot 

Hess 

II 

18 

70  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

26 

185  Chautauqua  Co. 

Ulrich  et  al 

* Hermit  Thrush 

II 

7 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

15 

5  over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Brownstein  et  al 

It 

18 

9  Frewsburg 

Elderkins 

*Water  Pipit 

It 

30F 

19  Conewango  area 

Swanson,Bates 

Northern  Shrike 

(14  individuals  reported  for  month) 

* Loggerhead  Shrike 

It 

21F 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Brownstein  et  al 

* Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

16F-31 

1-8  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

11 

22 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

II 

24 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Evening  Grosbeak 

It 

1-31 

25  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

It 

20 

8,15  Belmont, Scio 

Burtons 

Purple  Finch 

If 

7 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

21 

2  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

*House  Finch 

11 

7 

1  Amherst  (f) 

Brownstein 

Common  Redpoll 

ft 

10 

4  Lake  View 

Bourne 

American  Goldfinch 

II 

1-31 

4-25  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

fl 

1-31 

12  West  Seneca  (f) 

Crones 

II 

16-31 

80  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt.(f) 

Axtells 

*White-w. Crossbill 

If 

12 

7  Boston 

Bourne 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

II 

6 

1  Orchard  Park 

Wendlings 

tl 

24 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

* Savannah  Sparrow 

Mar. 

21 

4  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

White-cr .  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  0nt.(f) 

Axtells 

White-thr •  Sparrow 

VI 

1-31 

6  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt.(f) 

Axtells 

It 

9 

1  Fort  Eriq  Ont, 

Somme rville 

*Fox  Sparrow 

ft 

17F 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

II 

17F-31 

1-2  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ont .(f) 

Axtells 

If 

20-31 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

* Swamp  Sparrow 

II 

16  F 

13  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

Snow  Bunting 

ft 

6 

250  Pendleton 

Me Kales 

II 

14 

2000  Sheridan  Twp. 

Swanson  et  al 

fl 

28 

700  Pembroke 

Andrles 

Species,  subspecies  and 

hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

108 

Additional  species 

,  subspecies  and  hybrids  this  issue  : 

21 

Total  for  1971s 

129 
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WHERE  TO  FIND  THE  BIRDS  IN  ALLEGANY  STATE 
PARK  AND  ADJACENT  AREAS  IN  SOUTHERN 
CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY 

A  Survey  of  B.O.S.  Territory  #24  by  Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 

This  is  an  area  of  high  country  located  in  southern  Cattaraugus  County 
bordering  Pennsylvania,  Most  of  this  territory  is  unglaciated,  only  the 
northernmost  part  having  been  glaciated  south  to  about  Little  Rock  City  (G-14), 

The  Allegheny  River  runs  roughly  east  to  west  through  the  area. 

The  /^southern  portion  of  this  territory  makes  up  Allegany  State  Park, 

This  area  is  very  high  (to  2300+  feet  above  sea  level  at  several  points)  and 
very  hilly,  being  gouged  out  by  a  complex  of  streams  and  brooks.  It  is  almost 
completely  wooded,  dominant  forest  trees  being  of  the  typical  beech-birch- 
maple-hemlock  association.  Oak-hickory  stands  do  exist  on  some  of  the  southern 
facing  slopes.  Within  the  park  borders  are  Redhouse  (M-12)and  Quaker  (not  shown; 
Q-6)  Lakes. 

Just  to  the  west  of  the  park  is  the  Allegheny  Reservoir,  flood  waters  of  the 
Allegheny  River  formed  by  the  Kinzua  Dam  located  about  five  miles  into  Pennsylvania, 
This  recent  change  (not  shown  on  map)  extends  back  to  approximately  the  township 
borders  of  Cold  Springs  and  Redhouse  (M-8)  when  the  water  level  is  kept  high. 

From  fall  through  early  spring  (sometimes  as  early  as  September  and  as  late  as 
April)  the  water  level  is  dropped  turning  the  reservoir  into  a  faster  moving  river. 

The  Allegheny  River  valley,  averaging  just  over  a  mile  wide  is  located 
almost  entirely  on  the  Allegany  Indian  Reservation  and  has  subsequently  still 
been  left  very  much  wooded  right  down  to  the  river  banks.  South  of  the  Allegheny  r 
River  along  the  eastern  edge  of  Allegany  State  Park  is  the  Tunungwant  Creek 
basin  (averaging  two-thirds  mile  wide)  which  is  also  largely  wooded  to  just  north 
of  Limestone  (S-18),  The  average  elevation  of  these  valleys  is  about  1350  feet 
above  sea  level. 

North  of  the  Allegheny  River,  the  area  still  remains  high  (2305  feet  at 
McCarty  Hill)  and  .billy.  However,  most  of  the  low-lying  areas  have  been  cleared 
and  only  the  higher  sections  remain  wooded.  Here  the  woods  tend  to  be  maple- 
beech-ash,  On  the  south  facing  slopes  west  of  Salamanca  and  north  of  the 
Allegheny  River  are  some  extensive  oak-higkory  stands.  Some  dairy  farming  exists 
primarily  in  Napoli  and  Cold  Springs.  Some  crop  farming  is  also  conducted  along 
the  Little  Valley,  Great  Valley  and  Cold  Springs  Creeks.  The  rest  of  the  areas 
in  Little  Valley  and  Great  Valley  consist  of  abandoned  or  near  abandoned  farms 
and  much  of  this  land' is  left  fallow.  The  main  populations  exist  in  Salamanca 
and  along  routes  353  (mislabeled  18  on  your  map)  and  219  to  Little  Valley  and 
Ellicottville • 

Three  tracts  of  forested  state  land  exist:  a  large  one  in  the  McCarty 
Hill  region  (C-G,  13-16),  a  somewhat  smaller  one  on  Bucktooth  Run  (West  Branch; 
G,H,I-7,  8,9),  and  a  third  small  piece  on  Fourth  Street  (E-10)  running  due 
south  of  Little  Valley.  On  McCarty  Hill,  mature  spruce  and  pine  plantations 
exist,  and  at  Bucktooth  Run,  a  mature  larch  stand  can  be  found. 
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Many  additions  and  corrections  should  be  noted  on  the  map.  Directions 
on  the  map  are:  A-T  is  north  to  south,  1-19  is  west  to  east.  As  mentioned 
earlier,  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  is  now  covering  much  of  the  Allegheny  River 
valley  along  the  western  perimeter  of  Allegany  State  Park.  Cold  Springs  (N-o) 
and  roads  immediately  leading  out  of  Cold  Springs  no  longer  exist.  The  route  17 
shown  on  the  map  running  between  Salamanca  (1-12)  and  Price  Corners  (L-3)  is 
no  longer  being  used.  A  new  route  17»  four  lanes,  now  open,  comes  west  out  of 
Salamanca,  stays  entirely  south  of  the  Allegheny  River  until  approximately  N-o 
where  it  crosses  the  reservoir  and  heads  directly  west  off  the  map. 

Starting  at  Salamanca  and  heading  west  on  new  route  17 i  we  have:  (1)  at 
Shongo  (K-ll),  Breed  Run  Rd.  which  is  shown  going  southeast  into  Allegany  State 
Park*  It  is  no  longer  maintained.  (2)  At  or  near  Redhouse  (M-10)  is  an  exit 
for  Co.  Rd.  43  on  your  map  which  goes  to  Redhouse  Lake.  One  can  also  exit  west 
toward  the  Allegheny  River,  approximately  one  mile.  At  this  point,  one  may  -Return 
to  Salamanca  via  old  route  17 •  (3)  At  N-6  is  an  exit  for  route  280  which  runs 

south  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  into  Pennsylvania.  The 
foot  of  Quaker  Run  has  been  dammed  creating  Quaker  Lake  (0-6)  which  is  accessible 
from  route  280  or  from  Co,  Rd,  52  (also  called  ASP  3)»  Another  smaller 
reservoir  has  been  created  at  the  foot  of  Wolf  Run  (R-5)» 

Roads  in  or  into  Allegany  State  Park:  Redhouse  Lake  is  accessible  from 
Salamanca  by  taking  the  first  left-head  turn  off  route  17  in  Salamanca  after 
crossing  the  Allegheny  River.  It  is  a  paved  road  not  completely  drawn  on  the 
map  called  ASP  1.  The  road  at  K-13  is  State  Park  Blvd.  which  is  also  directly  off 
route  17  in  Salamanca.  This  road  is  not  completely  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  The  road  (Irish  Brook  Rd.)  at  Q-l6  which  is  shown  as  branching  into  Rice 
and  Irish  Brooks  actually  dead  ends  before  branching.  The  road  from  Redhouse 
Lake  to  Frecks  (T-8)  is  ASP  1.  The  road  from  Redhouse  Lake  to  T-13  is  ASP  2, 

The  road  from  Quaker  Lake  to  T-13  is  ASP  3»  The  road  connecting  ASP  1  and  ASP  2 
at  approximately  Q-12  is  France  Brook  Rd.  The  roads  marked  in  the  Cricks,  Pine 
and  Holts  Run  area  (0-6)  are  passable  only  by  jeep.  It  would  be  good  to  note 
that  many  of  the  roads  in  this  territory  which  are  deteriorating  are  nonethe¬ 
less  recognizable  and  can  be  used  as  hiking  trails. 

Roads  outside  Allegany  State  Park:  Sunfish  Run  (L-9)  and  Robinson  Run 
(M-6)  are  accessible  from  Bunker  Hill  Rd.  shown  at  L-5  as  the  road  directly  east 
of  Co.  Rd.  10  (L-4).  The  road  going  east  off  Co.  Rd.  10  at  J-5  is  Parker  Hill 
Rd.  The  road  at  G-5  (Manley  Hill  Rd.)  goes  east  and  connects  with  the  West  Branch 
of  Bucktooth  Run  at  G-7.  The  roads  directly  to  the  west  of  Little  Valley  (D-9) 
off  route  242  are  Kyler  Hill  Rd.  and  Liebler  Rd.  The  road  traversing  route  353 
at  F-12  and  route  242  at  B-14  is  Whig  St.  Rd.  The  road  at  B-14  going  east  off 
Whig  St.  Rd.  connects  with  the  road  leading  up  to  McCarty  Hill  from  Great  Valley 
(F-18),  as  does  that  road  at  D-14  which  approaches  McCarty  Hill  from  the  south  west. 

These  changes  and  additions  are  excellently  illustrated  on  a  recent  map  of 
Cattaraugus  County  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  Cattaraugus  County  Tourist 
Bureau,  465  Broad  St.,  Salamanca. 
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This  territory  has  generally  been  neglected  by  the  Society,  Many  species, 
known  only  as  migrants  further  north  in  the  B.O.S.  area,  breed  here.  Some  of 
these  are  sub-Canadian  factions  such  as  Hermit  Thrush,  Yellow-bel.  Sapsucker, 
Blackburnian  Warbler,  Solitary  Vireo  and  Slate-col.  Junco,  and  can  be  found 
breeding  throughout  much  of  this  area.  Other  species,  such  as  Swainson’s  Thrush, 
Black  &  White  and  Nashville  Warbler,  are  locally  common.  Turkey  are  uniformly 
distributed  throughout  the  area.  Many  species  of  warblers  breed  here  and  Saw-whet 
Owls  have  been  found  in  Allegany  State  Park  in  the  Bummer.  Barred  Owl  and 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  are  common  in  the  park.  Broad-w.  and  Red-sh.  Hawks  are 
common  breeders  throughout  the  area. and  all  three  accipiters  breed  here  also. 
Bluebirds  and  Cliff  Swallows  are  frequently  encountered  north  of  the  Allegheny 
River.  Yellow-br.  Chat  can  also  be  found  here,  though  they  have  recently  become 
less  common.  Red  Crossbill  may  have  bred  in  this  territory. 

Spring  and  fall  migrants  can  be  found  almost  anywhere  in  the  area,  though 
they  tend  to  predbminate  in  the  larger  valleys  and  Allegheny  River  basin.  In 
September,  small  flocks  of  warblers  are  particularily  numerous  almost  everywhere • 
Spring  waterfowl  movements  take  place  March  through  May,  and  in  the  fall, 
waterfowl  can  also  be  found  on  Redhouse  and  Quaker  Lakes  and  the  Allegheny 
Reservoir  and  River  until  the  winter  freeze.  Because  of  the  faster  moving  water 
caused  by  the  lowered  water  levels,  the  Allegheny  Reservoir  is  usually  opening 
by  early  March.  Some  diurnal  migration  can  be  noted  up  the  Allegheny  River 
valley  in  spring.  In  the  fall,  a  rudimentary  hawk  flight  line  seems  to  occur 
down  the  length  of  the  reservoir.  Further  investigation  should  be  conducted  here. 


Winter  birding  is  poor.  Except  for  the  winter  finches  and  permanent 
residents,  most  bird  life  withdraws  from  this  region  at  this  season  (even 
Red-t,  Hawks  and  Crows  are  rare  in  winter).  Bird  feeders  in  the  area  can,  of 
course,  always  be  productive. 


COORDINATES  (Section  24) 


S-l  to  M-8  Allegheny  Reservoir  -  loons,  grebes,  ducks  and  Osprey 
in  spring  and  fall;  possible  small  hawk  flights  in 
fall.  Some  shorebirds  and  dabblers  in  fall  when  water 
level  is  dropped. 


0-6 

P-5  to  Q-5 
M-9 

J-15  to  P-17 
P-17 


J-13 

M-10 


Quaker  Lake  -  ducks  in  spring  and  fall;  some  shorebirds 
in  fall  when  water  level  is  dropped. 

Brushy  area  good  for  migrants,  particularily  in  fall. 
Low,  wet  hemlocky  area;  little  explored,  possibly 
winter  finches  and  owls;  maybe  Winter  Wren  in  siynmer, 
Allegheny  River  Basin  -  little  explored;  Blue-w.  and 
Golden-w,  Warblers  breeding. 

Low,  wet  area;  little  explored,  possibly  Northern 
Waterthrush, 

Salamanca  -  side  streets  excellent  for  migrants  in  May, 
Redhouse  Lake  -  loons,  grebes,  swans  and  ducks  in  spring 
and  fall;  finches  in  winter. 
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0-12,13 

R-14 

S-15,16 

S-18 

0-11 

1-5 

L-9 

G,H,I-7,8,9 

H-9,10 

D-13 

C-14 

B-14 

C-15 


France  Brook  Rd.  -  Turkeys,  La.  Waterthrush;  Wh±te-thr. 
Sparrow  once  in  summer. 

Along  ASP  2  at  this  point  is  high,  moist  area  good 
for  Swainson's  and  Hermit  Thrushes  breeding. 

Limestone  Rd.  -  Excellent  for  breeding > warblers  and 
vireos;  also  turkey  and  woodcock  nearby. 

Limestone  just  west  of  Tunnungwant  Creek  sometimes 
floods  in  early  spring  attracting  some  waterfowl. 

Bay  State  Brook  Rd.  near  ASP  1  -  deeded  and  Black- thr. 

Blue  Warbler;  Chat  nearby. 

Napoli  -  Microwave  tower;  tower  kills. 

Sunfish  Run  -  Black  &  White  Warbler  breeds;  Worm-e. 

Warbler  seen  here  once  in  summer. 

Bucktooth  Run  State  Land  -  Hooded  and  Black- thr.  Blue 
Warbler;  Swainson's  Thrush  at  higher  elevations. 

Bucktooth  Run  -  excellent  for  Bluebird. 

Whig  St,  Rd.  -  good  place  to  see  turkey  in  fields  on 
west  side  of  road;  late  Aug.  and  early  Sept,  in  morn, 
and  even. 

Whig  St.  Rd,  -  good  for  migrants  along  hillsides  in 
May  and  September, 

Whig  St.  Rd,  at  route  242  -  Henslow's  and  Grasshopper 
Sparrows • 

McCarty  Hill  -  mature  spruce  plantations  at  top  of 
hill.  Warblers,  Red-br.  Nuthatch,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet, 
and  Red  Crossbills  have  been  reported  here  in  summer. 

In  pine  woods,  Black- thr.  Green  Warblers  are  common. 

Black- thr.  Blue  found  in  deciduous  woods  near  top  of 
hill. 

9  Redlein  Drive,  Lancaster,  N.Y. 


NOTES 

SATURDAY  MORNING  BIRD  WALKS 

The  annual  spring  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  of  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society  will  be  held  in  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  in 
Buffalo.  Participants  should  meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Rumsey  and  Windsor 
Roads.  Following  is  the  schedule  of  walks  and  the  name  of  the  leaders: 


May  1 
May  9 
May  15 
May  22 


Dr.  Arthur  Freitag 
Gertrude  Webster 
Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling 
Arlene  Rote 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8s 00  p.m.  in  the 
Society's  Club-room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


June  9  -  Picnic  meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  We  will  gather 

at  6:00  p.m.  Edward  Seeber  will  report  on  the  May  Bird 
Count. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

June  11-16  -  Field  trip  to  Churchill  (Manitoba)  on  Hudson's  Bay. 

This  may  be  a  once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  for  some 
members  to  visit  this  unusually  productive  area  with  a 
guide  who  knows  the  territory  at  a  price  that  is  within 
reach.  Leader,  Richard  Brownstein  (833-^010) 


July  18  -  First  of  four  summer  shorebird  counts;  (others  are  on 

August  8th,  August  22nd  and  September  5th.)  Volunteers 
needed}  Contact  Ed  Seeber  at  633-61 57  if  you  can  participate 
in  any  or  all  of  these  counts. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Me Kale,  89  Larch  Rd. 
Eggertsville ,  N . Y . ,  14226 . 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  W^st  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  87 7-7257. 
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THE  MONTH 

Precipitation  in  April  was  1.48  inches  which  was  1.53  inches  below 
normal.  The  average  temperature  was  1.7  degrees  below  the  mean  which  was  41.8 
degrees  for  the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  Inter¬ 
national  Airport). 

This  cold  trend  discouraged  any  significant  northward  movement  of 
warblers  and  most  other  land  birds.  Only  two  species  of  warblers  were  recorded, 
in  contrast  with  a  total  of  seventeen  species  during  April  of  last  year.  Oak 
Orchard  area  served  as  the  prime  location  for  migratory  waterfowl  observation.  Due 
to  persistent  cold  weather  the  Canada  Geese  were  reluctant  to  continue  their  north¬ 
ward  journey  and  approximately  150,000  geese  were  reported  there  during  the  last 
week  of  April  when  the  weekly  census  was  taken.  (See  data  elsewhere  in  this 
issue),  Worthy  of  special  mention  is  the  White-fronted  Goose  (A.a.  flavirostris) 
which  is  the  fourth  record  for  the  BOS  study  area. 

Some  observers  reported  swirling  masses  of  migrating  hawks  over* 
their  homes  in  Hamburg  and  West  Seneca  during  the  afternoon  of  April  28th. 
Unfortunately  no  written  reports  were  received  from  these  localities.  A  south¬ 
westerly  wind  with  a  very  sudden  and  brief  lifting  of  dense  cloud  cover  at  that 
time  induced  this  impressive  movement  of  raptors  -  primarily  Broad-winged  Hawks. 
Undoubtedly  the  major  Broad-winged  flight  for  this  spring  occurred  on  that  after¬ 
noon. 

Alice  McKale,89  Larch  Road,  Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration, 

(f)-  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable  detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to 
Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received 
and  placed  in  the  permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Apr. 

6F 

1  Celeron 

Swanson,  Bates 

II 

9 

1  Celeron 

Sundell 

II 

25 

3  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Andrle  s 

II 

28,30 

8,14  Allegany  Reservoir 

,N.Y.  Elder kin 

(first, 

second  . 

and  maximum  counts  for  month) 

*D. -crest.  Cormorant 

II 

30 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Smith 

Great  Blue  Heron 

ii 

8 

19  over  lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

24 

8  Belmont  (heronry) 

Burtons  et  al 

*Green  Heron 

ii 

27F 

1  Randolph 

Swanson, Bates 

I, 

27F 

1  Red  House  Lake 

Swanso,  Bates 

♦Common  Egret 

ii 

10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe ,W©ndlings 
Sundell  et  al 

II 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Axtells 

M 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Wald stein 

II 

17 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

HcKales  etal 

II 

26 

1  Town  of  New  Hudson 

Burtons 

B.-cr  .Night  Heron 

II 

10 

1  Stockton 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

23 

14  Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

•  Axtell 

II 

25 

11  Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

•  Ahdrles 

*  American  Bittern 

II 

3F 

1  North  Boston 

Andrles 

II 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Zehr, Rossi 

Whistling  Swan 

II 

1 

41  Oak  Orchard  area 

Freitag 

"2,8,9,12  /  22, 

14,18,9  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

2 

45  Tonawanda  WMA 

Wendlings 

It 

3 

113  OakOrchard  area 

Crones  et  al 

II 

11 

32  Oak  Orchard  area 

Andrles 

II 

11 

48  Oak  Orchard  area 

Axtells 

It 

22-30 

6  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Canada  Goose 

"  27 

(maximum  count 

69 » 700  Iroquois  NWR 
for  month) 

Morse 

* White-fronted  Goose 

II 

30 

1  Town  of  Alabama 

Morse  et  al 
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Snow  Goose 

Apr. 

3 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Crones  et  al 

If 

6 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Elderkin 

II 

8,11,20 

3,1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Zehr,  Rossi 

II 

10 

3  Tonawanda  WM 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

11,16 

1.1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle  s ,  Thill 

If 

11,18 

1,4 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Axtells 

II 

11 

1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

•  I 

15,18,22,29  1 

,1,2,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

II 

27,29 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Blue  Goose  ' 

II 

1-30 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

several  observors 

VI 

2 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wendlings 

11 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

R©w 

If 

6 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Elderkin 

II 

10 

2 

Tonawanda  W,A 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

11,18 

3,1 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Axtells 

II 

12,20,21 

1,1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

15,18,22 

2,1,2  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

Gadwall 

II 

6 

2 

Celoron 

Swanson, Bates 

II 

11,13,17 

2,2,2 

Dunkirk 

Carlson 

Pintail 

It 

1,15  800,100 

Oak  Orchard  area 

' Freitag 

II 

6 

200  Iroquois.  NWR 

Elderkin 

Green-w.  Teal 

II 

11 

10 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Axtells 

Shove ler 

II 

9 

25  Tonawanda  WM 

Zehr,  Rossi 

i 

(maximum  count  for  month) 

Ring-necked  Duck  * 

It 

15,22 

46,40 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Freitag 

White-winged  Scoter 

It 

10 

4 

Wellsville 

Klinge nsmith , Palme r 

It 

22 

1 

Scio 

Burtons 

II 

27 

2 

Foster  L., Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

30 

15 

Allegany  Reservoir,N.Y.  Elderkin 

Surf  Scoter 

II 

13 

5 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Elderkin 

II 

21 

2 

Bear  Lake ,  Chaut • 

Co.  Sbanson, Bates 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

10,11,13 

5,2,2 

Dunkirk 

Carlson 

II 

12 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

II 

28 

8 

Red  House  Lake 

Elder kih 

tl 

28 

7 

Alletany  Reservoir, N.Y.  Elderkin 

Turkey  Vulture 

If 

2 

6 

over  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

9 

25 

over  s.  shore  L* 

Erie  Axtells 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

II 

8 

1 

Lakeside  Cem. , Hamburg  Andrle 

II 

9 

3 

over  Jerusalem  Cors.  Andrle 

II 

28 

78 

over  Fredonia 

Carlsons 

II 

30 

2 

over  West  Seneca 

Crones 

Cooper's  Hawk 

II 

14 

1 

Lyndonville 

Smiths 

*Broad-wing.  Hawk 

It 

23F 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

28 

1531 

over  Fredonia 

Carlsons 

It 

29 

3 

Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

30 

89 

over  West  Seneca 

Crones 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

II 

1-30 

1-22 

Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

11 

6 

Kuckville 

Andrle  s 

II 

18 

12 

Lyndonville  area 

Axtells 
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Rough-legged  Hawk 

Apr. 

21 

2  Cherry  Creek 

Swanson, Bates 

It 

26 

1  Cuba 

Burtons 

If 

30 

2  over  West  Seneca 

Cranes 

Marsh  Hawk 

ft 

2-30 

1-14  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

11 

3  Kuckville 

Andrle  s 

If 

30 

2  over  W©st  Seneca 

Crones 

* Osprey 

II 

10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

15. 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

II 

2? 

2  over  -  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

27 

2  Onoville  area 

Swanson,Bates 

II 

a $ 

2  over  Fredonia 

Carlsons 

It 

28 

2  Onoville 

Elder kin 

^Turkey 

It 

21 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

25 

3  Bolivar 

Smiths 

^Common  Gallinule 

II 

15F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,Waldstein 

II 

21 

1  Brocton 

Swanson,Bates 

American  Woodcock 

ft 

27 

17  Clarence  Twp. 

Wendlings 

(within 

one  mile 

stretch  of  road) 

Common  Snipe 

II 

1 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

* Upland  Plover 

II 

17F 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

Axtells 

II 

20 

2  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle 

* Spotted  Sandpiper 

If 

23F 

1  Foster  L.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

If 

24 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew, Buck 

^Greater  Yellowlegs 

If 

2F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Crimes 

II 

2F 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Wendlings 

II 

10 

5  Red  Bird 

Sundell  et  al 

* Lesser  Yellowlegs 

II 

9 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

tl 

18 

2  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Axtells 

^Pectoral  Sandpiper 

II 

2F,  3 

3,3  Tonawanda  WHA 

Crones  et  al 

II 

10 

10  Red  Bird 

Sundell  et  al 

* Dunlin 

It 

27F 

3  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle 

II 

30 

15  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Olsen 

Little  Gull 

ll 

20 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

* Common  Tern 

tl 

12F 

14  Iroquois  NWR 

M0rse ,01 sen 

ft 

15 

2  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Axtell 

* Caspian  Tern 

It 

21F,29 

1,1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle 

II 

21F 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Swanson, Bates 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

1-30 

17-1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

1.2 

3,3  Alden 

Wolf ling 

II 

18 

3  Somerset 

Axtells 

Chimney  Swift 

tl 

29F 

7  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

II 

13,30 

1,1  Oak  Orchard  Creek 

Morse 

Red-headed  Wdpkr • 

ft 

9 

1  Jerusalem  Corners 

Andrle 

It 

16 

1  Derby 

Rew 

Yellow-bell.  Sapsucker  " 

2F 

1  Buckhorn  State  Park  Rew, Ulrich 

II 

7 

1  Buffalo 

Zehr 

Eastern  Phoebe 

tl 

1 

1  Lakeside  Cem,, Hamburg  Bourne 
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Tree  Shallow 

Apr, 

1 

2  s,  shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtells 

II 

2 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Wendlings 

tl 

2 

2  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt, 

Axtells 

*Bank  Swallow 

Apr, 

13 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Axtell 

* Rough-w ,  Swallow 

it 

19F 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

fl 

23 

5  Dunkirk  Ponds 

Rew 

*Barn  Swallow 

ii 

11F 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle  s 

It 

12 

1  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

* Purple  Martin 

IV 

9 

3  Wanakah 

Andrle 

It 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Axtells 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tv 

1-30 

2  West  Seneca  (f) 

Crones 

ft 

1-30 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

IV 

9 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Me Kales 

vv 

18 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

IV 

27 

1  Lakeside  Cem.,  Hamburg  Andrle 

Red-br ,  Nuthatch 

tv 

3,24 

1,2  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tv 

11 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

* House  Wren 

It 

23F 

1  Kenmore 

Thill 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

1 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

If 

1-30 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

It 

4 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Brown  Thrasher 

If 

13F-25 

1-2  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont 

•  Axtells 

VI 

30 

1  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

Eastern  Bluebird 

tv 

4-30 

1-3  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

vv 

7 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

It 

17 

2  Alfred  area 

Burtons  et  al 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tv 

12 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,  Ont 

.  Axtells 

VI 

12 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

14 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Water  Pipit 

tt 

9 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

•1 

10 

33  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tv 

23,24 

20,25  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

26 

50  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Northern  Shrike 

tl 

2 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Crone  s 

Apr. 

11L 

1  Irequois  NWR 

Axtells 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

IV 

3 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Rew 

If 

6 

1  Cassadaga 

Swanson, Bates 

II 

10 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Sundell  et  al 

IV 

17 

IS.  Stockton 

Carlson 

tv 

18 

1  Sturgeon  Pt. 

Andrle s 

* Myrtle  Warbler 

tl 

18F 

1  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

VI 

27 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

VI 

27 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

IV 

27 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

* Northern  Water- thrush  " 

30F 

1  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

Evening  Grosbeak 

It 

1-30 

1-15  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

14 

9  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

IV 

21,22,26 

2,2,2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 
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Purple  Finch  Apr 

II 

.  1-30 

4-7  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

11-14,15-30 

1-3,10  West  Seneca  (f) 

Crones 

17,24 

4,6  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

*Pine  Grosbeak 

13 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Schafer 

*Pine  Siskin 

6 

21  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Savannah  Sparrow 

•  I 

2 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

10 

1  Alma 

Burtons 

Vesper  Sparrow 

it 

10 

15  Wellsville 

Burtons 

11 

1  Point  Breeze 

Andrles 

Chipping  Sparrow 

II 

19 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

20 

2..  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle  ,B7ron 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1-25 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

(f)  Axtells 

18 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

30 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

II 

18 

4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

19 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Species,  subspecies  and 

hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

129 

Additional  species,  subppecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 
Total  for  1971s 

29 

158 

WHERE  TO  FIND  THE  BIRDS  IN  SOUTHERN 
CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY  .  .  .  Part  11 

A  survey  of  B.O.S.  Territory  #25  by  Joseph  At  Grzybowski 

This  area  of  high  country  on  the  Allegheny  Plateau  is  located 
in  southern  Cattaraugus  County  bordering  Pennsylvania.  The  Allegheny 
River  runs  roughly  east  to  west  through  the  south-central  portion  of  the 
territory.  The  river  once  flowed  northwest  through  this  area  toward  Dunkirk, 
but  was  diverted  to  its  present  course  by  the  advance  of  one  of  several 
glaciers  which  came  down  to  approximately  Chapin  Hill  (K-9). 

This  area  is  very  hilly.  Most  of  the  hill  tops  reach  2200  to 
2400+  feet  above  sea  level.  The  woods  are  beech-birch-maple-hemlock,  but 
oak-hickory  stands  do  exist  on  some  of  the  better  drained  south  facing  slopes. 
One  extensive  area  of  oak  exists  along  route  17  from  Vandalia  (P-6)  to  Bradford 
Junction  (P-4).  Several  unique  floral  communities  are  scattered  through  the 
area.  One  station  for  mountain,  sumac  (Rhus  copallina)  exists  south  of  the 
Wayman  Branch  (U-16).  The  Allegheny  River  valley  is  fairly  wide  at  some 
points  (to  almost  three  miles),  but  generally  averages  about  one  mile  wide. 

That  portion  of  this  valley  on  the  Allegany  Indian  Reservation  is  still 
mostly  wooded.  Sections  of  woods  are  sparingly  scattered  over  the  rest  cf 
the  basin. 

South  of  the  Allegheny  River,  the  area  is  particularity  rugged 
and  steep  in  many  places.  Most  of  it  is  wooded.  The  Bradford  oil  fields 
extend  into  New  York  State  here  and  many  lease  roads  in  Carrollton  and 
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southern  Allegany  townships  make  otherwise  hard  to  reach  places  easily 
accessible-  North  of  the  river,  the  area  is  also  very  hilly  and  wooded,  but 
not  quite  as  rugged.  Most  of  the  lower  lying  areas  have  been  cleared,  but 
recently  abandoned-  One  large  tract  of  continuous  forest  of  about  25  square 
miles  exists  centering  about  the  point  M-6  on  your  map-  Much  of  it  is  state 
land,  but  much  of  it  is  privately  owned.  Tracts  of  forested  state  land  do  also 
exist  in  the  Raecher  Rd,  area  (unmarked;  H-6)  and  in  the  northwestern  quadrant 
of  Humphrey  township.  The  main  populations  of  people  are  in  the  city  of  Olean 
and  the  town  of  Allegany. 

Some  additions  and  corrections  should  be  noted  on  your  map.  Nickel 
Run  at  V-5  should  be  Nichols  Run.  The  road  traversing  Co.  Rd-  60  from  Q-7  to 
Q-10  is  Lower  Birch  Run  Rd.  Route  16A  running  south  of  Olean  (R-13)  is  now 
route  16.  The  road  labeled  route  16  at  U-18  is  noitf  just  route  17,  but  the 
highway  going  south  off  route  17  at  Millgrove  (V-18)  is  route  305  which  follows 
route  17  for  about  a  mile  west  of  Millgrove.  Dead  and  roads  shown  on  your  map 

which  are  no  longer  maintained  are  locate  at  S-15,  P-3  and  W-7-  That  section 

of  Cooper  Hill  Road  at  H-9  which  is  shown  running  east  off  Co.  Rd,  18  no 

longer  exists.  The  road  (Conneley  Rd)  at  K-13,14  dead  ends  off  of  Co.  Rd,  26. 

Putman  Rd.  shown  as  a  dead  end  street  going  west  off  Co.  Rd.  18  connects  with 
Wilson  Rd  (G-8),  A  maintained  fire  lane  road  runs  southwest  from  the  corners 
of  Holland  and  Saunders  Roads  (E-10),  crosses  Golden  Hill  Rd,  at  F-8  and 
connects  with  the  Putman  Rd.  Bennett  Hollow  (0-11)  should  be  labeled  Smith 
Hollow.  Woodchuck  Hollow  (H,N-14)  should  be  called  Union  Valley.  That  road 
on  the  map  which  is  drawn  very  close  to  the  second  *H*  of  Humphrey  (H-10)  no 
longer  exists.  Co.  Rd.  74  (1-14)  crosses  Stewart  Rd.  here  and  connects  with 
Co.  Rd.  18  at  1-13. 

A  completely  labeled  recent  map  of  Cattaraugus  County  is  available 
from  the  Cattaraugus  County  Tourist  Bureau,  465  Broad  St.,  Salamanca, 

This  area  is  particularily  noteworthy  for  its  breeding  bird 
populations.  Nineteen  species  of  warblers,  three  vireos  and  four  Hylocichla 
thrushes  breed  here  regularly  (see  coordinates).  Many  of  these  are  sub- 
Canadian  factions  known  only  as  migrants  further  north  in  the  B.O.S.  area. 
Turkey  and  Barred  Owl  are  common  here.  Red-sh.  and  Broad-w.  Hawks  are  common 
breeders  and  all  three  accipiters  have  bred  here.  Ravens  may  occasionally 
wander  north  from  Pennsylvania  and  should  be  looked  for  in  the  future  as  a 
possible  breeding  species  in  the  high  country  along  the  Pa.-N.Y.  border.  There 
are  several  localities  where  titmice  may  breed  and  PLleated  Woodpecker  may  also 
be  found  here.  Hooded  Mergansers  are  sometimes  seen  on  the  Allegheny  River 
in  summer.  Bluebirds  are  becoming  increasingly  common  and  Cliff  Swallows 
are  frequently  encountered. 

Spring  and  fall  migration  is  limited  pretty  much  to  the  Allegheny 
River  and  Clean  &  Ischua  Creeks  valleys,  though  migrants  may  be  encountered 
elsewhere,  perhaps  more  so  in  the  fall.  Pipits  are  sometimes  found  in  large 
flocks  on  the  higher  ground,  particularly  in  spring.  Some  temporary  sinks  do 
exist  in  spring  in  the  Birch  Run  areas  and  at  other  points  along  the  Allegheny 
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River  and  Ischua  Creek  valleys  which  attract  some  waterfowl  and  shorebirds. 
Some  diurnal  migration  is  noted  up  the  Allegheny  River.  Marry  breeding  birds 
arrive  on  territory  earlier  than  do  the  transients.  Swans  can  be  heard 
migrating  over  this  region  in  November  and  they  also  occur  in  spring.  Large 
flocks  of  sparrows  and  juncos  seem  to  concentrate  in  certain  particular  local¬ 
ities  in  both  spring  and  fall. 


In  winter,  birding  is  poor.  Winter  finches  and  permanent  residents 
and  maybe  an  occasional  Cooper's  Hawk  are  among  the  few  birds  found  in  the 
area.  The  Allegheny  River  sometimes  stays  open  through  the  winter  near  Olean 
providing  water  for  some  ducks,  an  occasional  Pied-b.  Grebe  and  Kingfisher. 


COORDINATES  (Section  25) 


R-5  to  U-6 
0-6,7 


0-7,8,10,11 

T-5 

W-8 

V-12 


V-13 

T,U-12,13 


T-17 

T-9 

P-8 


P-3 ,4,5 

K,L,M,N,0, P-3,4,5,6 


L-2 

0-9 

N-ll 


Carrollton  -  many  i^arblers;  Hooded  Warbler  common; 
Hermit  Thrush  and  Barred  Cwl  also  found  here. 

Lowlands  near  South  Vandalia;  possibly  Northern 
Waterthrush  in  western  section;  Snipe  in  open  areas 
and  woodcock  in  brushier  areas. 

Along  Penn.  RR.  old  track  bed  -  good  for  sparrows  in 
migration,  particularly  fall;  Lark  Sparrow  here  once. 
Loney  Hollow  -  Nashville  Wqrbler  breeding, 
near  Harrisburg  -  Swainson's  Thrush  and  Hermit  Thrush 
breeding 

Ho-sta-geh  -  behine  restaurant,  Swainson's  and  Hermit 
breeding;  also  Black- thr..  Blue  Warbler. 

Indian  Creek  Rd.  -  Warblers  and  titmice  breeding. 

Two  Mile  Rd.  just  below  route  16  -  As  many  as  fifteen 
species  of  warblers  can  be  found  breeding  here; 
Bluebirds  further  down. 

Steam  Valley  Rd.  -  Bluebirds  and  Cliff  Swallow, 

West  Branch  Rd.  -  Bluebirds  numerous. 

Flooded  quarry  south  of  road  -  Loons  and  ducks  in 
spring;  small  mudflat  north  of  road  sometimes  attracts 
shorebirds  in  fall.  Fields  nearby  form  sinks  in 
spring  which  attracts  some  waterfowl  including  swans; 
as  they  dry,  shorebirds  may  sometimes  be  found  here. 
Oak  woods  -  Black  &  White  Warbler  breeding. 

,7,8,9  This  as  a  particularly  large  attractive 
piece  of  woods  which  can  be  interesting  anytime  of  the 
year.  Many  warblers  and  thrushes  breed  here.  Turkey 
Vulture  has  bred  near  Wing  Hollow;  Broad-w.  and  Red-sh. 
Hawks  breed  here.  Barred  Owls  are  common.  .Good  for 
finches  and  Red-br.  Nuthatch  in  winter.  Turkeys  also 
present 

Hardscrabble  Rd.  -  Cliff  Swallow  colony  at  first  barn. 
Wing  Hollow  -  good  for  bluebirds  and  Cliff  Swallow, 
McClure  Hollow  -  good  for  Bluebird;  Prarie  Warbler 
here  once  in  May. 
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R-11,12 


R-13 

R-14 

J-14 

1-14 

1-11  &  F-12 
F-9 


Gargoyle  Park  and  area  (still  in  Allegany  township)  - 
at  end  of  raod  leading  to  trailer  camp  and  quarry • 

Park  very  good  for  migrants.  Some  waterfowl  in  small 
quarry  in  spring.  Blue— gray  Gnatcatcher  and  Broad— w. 
Hawk  have  bred  here  •  Great  Horned  Owl  in  woods  nearby • 
Behind  St.  Francis  Hospital  to  Allegheny  River  - 
excellent  for  land  migrants  spring  and  fall.  Some 
waterfowl  on  river;  Eared  Grebe  once  collected  here, 
Allegheny  River  at  Olean  -  along  diked  areas,  look  for 
waterfowl  spring  and  fall. 

High,  open  country  -  good  for  pipits  spring  and  fall. 
Large  evergreen  plantations  -  trees  still  small  at  this 
time  •  Should  be  checked  in  future .  ■= 

Button  Rd.  and  Drake  Rd.  -  Yellow-b.' Cuckoo  breeds. 
State  Land  -  mature  spruce  plantation;  Golden-cr. 
Kinglet  here  in  summer.  '  1 


Many  other  areas  not  mentioned  are  also  good  for  many  breeding  species 
and  provide  equally  good  birding. 


9  Redlein  Drive,  Lancaster,  N.Y. 


ORGANIZATION  -  ACTIVITIES 


REPORT  OF  THE  APRIL  BIRD  COUNT 

Compiled  by  Harold  and  Barbara  Dodge 

Date:  April  4,  1971 

Weather:  The  sky  was  overcast  to  sunny  at  times.  Winds  were  generally 

from  the  West  to  Southwest  at  about  15-20  mph.  The  temperature 
ranged  from  20°  in  the  morning  to  about  40°  in  the  afternoon. 

Lake  Erie  was  mostly  frozen  over.  Inland  ponds  were  sometimes 
frozen,  .sometimes  open.  There  was  a  light  cover  of  snow  in  the 
higher  elevations. 

Areas  covered:  Twenty-six  of  the  twenty-eight  census  areas  were 

covered.  Areas  3  and  25  were  not  covered. 

Data  for  comparison:  Comparisons  are  taken  from  the  data  on  file  from  the 

April  bird  counts  of  BOS  over  the  period  1943  thru  1970. 
Previous  highs  and  lows  shown  refer  to  this  entire  count 
period.  The  average  shown  is  for  the  years  1961  thru  1970 ? 
a  ten  year  period. 
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1943-1970 

1961- 1970  Previous  Previous 


Species 

1971 

Average 

High 

Low 

Section 

Common  Loon 

7 

8 

117 

0 

Horned  Grebe 

679 

267 

941 

0 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

51 

54 

140 

0 

Great  Blue  Heron 

105 

77 

135 

6 

Common  Egret 

1 

# 

2 

0 

8 

American  Bittern 

1 

3 

9 

0 

13 

Whistling  Swan 

219 

75 

805 

3 

Canada  Goose 

39,311 

67,251 

103,476 

166 

Snow  Goose 

5 

5 

19 

0 

2,5,10 

Blue  Goose 

3 

6 

22 

0 

5,20 

Mallard 

1,299 

456 

849 

97 

Black  Duck 

640 

257 

2,451 

117 

Gadwall 

23 

12 

27 

0 

Pintail 

2,302 

2,832 

8,745 

191 

Green-winged  Teal 

105 

65 

138 

3 

Blue -winged  Teal 

185 

119 

193 

2 

American  Widgeon 

313 

221 

1,270 

68 

Shove ler 

21 

14 

38 

0 

Wood  Duck 

118 

74 

129 

0 

Redhead 

102 

125 

993 

2 

Ring-necked  Duck 

223 

249 

602 

46 

Canvasback 

375 

260 

2,175 

11 

Greater  Scaup 

1,462 

2,173 

5*836 

675 

Lesser  Scaup 

685 

723 

Common  Goldeneye 

2,091 

1,166 

2,545 

186 

Bufflehead 

1,533 

730 

1,426 

71 

Old squaw 

345 

316 

6,024 

0 

King  Eider 

1 

(Third  time  on 

count) 

8 

White-winged  Scoter 

42 

58 

306 

0 

Ruddy  Duck 

6 

20 

579 

0 

21,24 

Hooded  Merganser 

312 

74 

168 

13 

Common  Merganser 

1,709 

1,105 

7,894 

114 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1,509 

2,136 

-  10,113 

262 

Turkey  Vulture 

74 

57 

98 

1 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

6 

18 

41 

1 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

8 

9 

14 

1 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

258 

121 

263 

5 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

31 

26 

87 

4 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

34 

12 

27 

0 

Marsh  Hawk 

70 

31 

79 

16 

Osprey 

2 

4 

11 

0 

18,24 

Sparrow  Hawk 

308 

107 

163 

33 

Ruffed  Grouse 

38 

27 

40 

0 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

109 

166 

294 

46 

Turkey 

38 

13 

37 

0 

American  Coot 

4  7 

60 

736 

35 
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1943-1970 

1961-1970  Previous  Previous 


Species 

1971 

Average 

High 

Low 

Section 

Killdeer 

646 

* 

418 

733 

35 

Arne rican  Woodcock 

36 

25 

34 

1 

Common  Snipe 

34 

•  90 

187 

0 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

2 

15  • ' 

33 

0 

7,22 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

4 

3 

11 

0 

7,26,27 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2 

75 

207 

0 

26 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

3 

19 

62 

1 

6 

Herring  Gull 

806 

1,203 

13,322 

459 

Ring-billed  Gull 

4,120 

4,944 

16,823 

31 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

170  1 

955 

11,000 

0 

Rock  Dove 

1,047 

(Not 

always  counted) 

Mourning  Dove 

422 

476 

795 

5 

Screech  Owl 

3 

3 

6  •  v. 

0 

7,23 

Great  Horned  Owl 

7 

9 

20 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

* 

3 

0 

26 

Barred  Owl 

1 

1 

4 

0 

22 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

1 

8 

0 

6 

Short-eared.  Owl 

6 

4 

12 

0 

6,12,13 

Belted  Kingfisher 

51 

105 

155 

0 

Yellow- shafted  Flicker 

44 

466 

908' ’ 

4 

Pile ate d  Woodpecker 

21  1 

14 

28 

0 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

9  _ 

5 

12 

0 

Xellow-bellied  Sapsucker  15 

29 

69 

0 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

205 

87 

150 

5 

Downy  Woodpecker 

458 

267 

474 

25 

Eastern  Phoebe 

65 

237 

387 

0 

Horned  Lark 

357 

288 

555 

32 

Tree  Swallow 

4  7 

343 

1,759 

0 

Purple  Martin 

17 

95 

696 

0 

26,27,28 

Blue  Jay 

950 

457 

894 

7 

Common  Crow 

3,384 

2,009 

3,237 

7 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1,543 

852 

1,444 

316 

Boreal  Chickadee 

1 

(Fifth  time  on 

count) 

9 

Tufted  Titmouse 

45 

8 

15 

0 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

355 

204 

361 

18 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

16 

11 

60 

0 

Brown  Creeper 

49 

70 

126 

9 

Winter  Wren 

9 

11 

39 

0 

28 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

* 

3 

0 

12 

Mockingbird 

3 

1 

3 

0 

14,24,28 

Catbird 

6 

( Third,  time  on 

count) 

Robin 

14,410 

6,683 

10,805 

440 

Hermit  Thrush 

3 

6 

50 

0 

21,28 

Eastern  Bluebird 

57 

65 

264 

5 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

146 

193 

648 

11 

Water  Pipit 

91 

108 

269 

0 

17,21,28 
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1943-1970 


1961-1970 

Previous 

Previous 

Species 

1971 

Average 

High 

Low 

Section 

Cedar  Waxwing 

82 

160 

419 

0 

14,17,28 

Northern  Shrike 

5 

(Fourth  time  on 

count) 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

9 

4 

10 

0 

Starling 

56,154 

27,958 

49,906 

1,981 

House  Sparrow 

4,612 

4,421 

5,840 

684 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

688 

1,131 

1,666 

7 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

30,305 

28,109 

79,382 

1,092 

Rusty  Blackbird 

284 

458 

779 

12 

Common  Grackle 

21,673 

16,552 

33,531 

177 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2,732 

3,360 

6,606 

56 

Cardinal 

658 

317 

501 

3 

Evening  Grosbeak 

184 

272 

929 

0 

Purple  Finch 

67 

68 

180 

0 

American  Goldfinch 

536 

209 

496 

0 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

16 

26 

58 

0 

Savannah  Sparrow 

17 

97 

176 

0 

Vesper  Sparrow 

20 

177 

303 

0 

Slate-colored  Junco 

1,402 

2,658 

6,618 

118 

Tree  Sparrow 

1.558 

595 

1,351 

2 

* Chipping  Sparrow 

11 

33 

70 

0 

27,28 

Field  Sparrow 

207 

80 

99 

0 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

26 

12 

31 

0 

White-throated  Sparrow 

72 

22 

38 

0 

Fox  Sparrow 

74 

45 

99 

0 

Swamp  Sparrow 

11 

50 

91 

0 

12,26,27 

Song  Sparrow 

3,208 

3,532 

5,841 

152 

Snow  Bunting 

13 

1 

135 

0 

14,26,27 

Totals 

Species 

119 

131 

78 

(1959) 

(1947) 

Individuals 

211,104 

*  Less  than  one 
**  New  for  year 


Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers 


1.  Fonthill,  Ontario 

2 .  Thorold ,  Ontario 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 


6.  Port  Maitland,  Ontario 
7 •  Lowbanks ,  Ontario 
8.  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 


John  Black 

A.  Putnam,  David  Putnam,  Bruce  Putnam, 

Dr.  McCrackin,  Connie  Kitney,  B.  Brooke 
No  report 

Edward  Seeber,  C.  Millard,  E.  Paulson 
Edward  Seeber,  C.  Millard,  E.  .Paulson,  Alice 
Ulrich,  Gail  Seamans,  James  Seamans,  Richard 
Beebe,  Lyle  Tupper,  Tom  Beachy,  Karen  Beachy, 
Debbie  Smith,  Marion  Moses 
Joseph  Thill 

Richard  Brownstein,  Paul  Benham 
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8.  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  9  cont. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 

14 .  Hamburg ,  N.Y. 


15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19 .  Fillmore ,  N.Y. 


20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21,  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y. 


22,  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 


24,  Allegany  State  Park,  N.Y. 

25 .  Allegany ,  N.Y. 


Maxine  Emerson,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold 
Axtell 

Alice  and  Millard  Me Kale,  Arlene  and 
Clarence  Rote,  Gertrude  Ruggles 
Alice  Ulrich,  Mercedeth  M.  Lovelace 
Arthur  Freitag,  Richard  Zehr,  Neil  Goodman 
Marie  and  Margaret  W^ndling,  Ima  Bill,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Danner,  Mrs.  Peg  Schafer,  Ray  Frans, 
Nellie  Karlak,  Gertrude  Webster,  Cy  Wolf ling 
Katherine  Pixley,  George  Buckland,  Ronnie 
Calantonio,  George  Mahone,  Don  Thureau, 
Richard  and  Marge  Pixley,  Harold  and 
Barbara  Dodge 

Tom  Bourne,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Bourne,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Leonard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Mauser, 
Myles  and  Patricia  Firey,  Polly  Pruss, 

Ruth  Avery,  Helen  Creighton,  Nancy  Sensing, 
Barbara  Walker,  Fred  and  Elsie  Webb,  Ellen 
Wooley,  Mrs.  C.M.  Newton,  Marion  Bee, 
Adelaide  Hunley,  Lois  and  Peter  Matlock 
Marion  Bee,  Pam  Amey,  Harold  and  Barbara 
Dodge 

Harold  Freund 

Robert  Andrle,  Patricia  Andrle 

Link  and  Marion  Crone,  Marilyn  and  Blake 

Reeves. 

Katherine  Palmer,  Mrs.  David  Richardson 
Mrs.  H.  K,  Smith,  Lowell  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Don  Gowdy,  Margaret  Hodnett,  Larry  Wilson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Sandford,  -Ada  Mills, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arvis  Tucker,  Michael  Pilsrick, 
Mrs.  Donald  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harland  Hale 
Frances  M.  Row,  Lois  Buck 
Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Howard  Andree, 
Clarence  Beal,  Isabel  Bond,  Douglas 
Carlson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Elderkin, 
Calla  Freeman,  Annabelle  Hiller,  Steve 
Maggio,  Ara  Swanson 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  David  Campbell, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Elderkin,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Larimer  Moe,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury 
Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Carl  Belknap, 
Daniel  Bohall,  Joyce  Bohall,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Theodore  Elderkin,  Jack  Gulvin,  Annabelle 
Hiller,  Harris  Johnson,  Laura  Heller,  Steve 
Maggio,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Chase  Putnam, 
Robert  S'  eendell 

Elm  Bowen  and  Joseph  Grzybowski 

No  report 
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26,  Cuba  Reservoir,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Lon 

Burton,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Richard  Rulison,  Sr., 
Mrs.  Helen  Goldthwait,  Joseph  Chernic,  Mrs. 
Helen  Champlin,  Betty  Foster,  Mrs.  Harold 
Sanborn,  Alfred  Voohies,  Mrs.  Edwin  Willard, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robt,  Keople,  Gertrude  Ingalls, 
Alice  Driscoll,  Kathryn  Brown,  Mrs.  Benson 
Smith,  Mrs.  Frank  Resch,  Mrs.  Neil  Wilson, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wesley  Serra,  Aren  L.  Smith, 

Sr.,  Mr. .  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Traesdall,  Mrs. 

H.  B.  VonArnim. 

.27.  Bolivar,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mrs.  B.  G.  Smith, 

E,  G,  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Robt.  Brown,  Ted 
Vossler,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Robt.  Richmond, 

Lillian  Simons,  Mrs.  Donald  King,  Norman 
■  Ives,  David  Presutti,  Mrs,  Alton  Case,  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  David  Bosworth,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald 
Stabley,  Mr.  andMrs.  Harold  Babcock,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Raymond  Cook,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Runzo,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Ap sey,  Mr.  and 
Mrs. 'Robt.  Keople,  Anna  Ayres,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clifford  Carrier,  Mr.  and  Mrs .Joe  Carrier, 
Mrs.  Sherman  Childs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Conroy,  Mrs©  Frances  Hunt,  Mrs.  David 
Bennett,  Mrs.  Robt.  Swartz,  Mrs.  Celestia 
Abbott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Colburn,  Nina 
McMindes,:  Ida  Burdick,  Joseph  McLaughlin 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Mrs.  Bror  Larsen,, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Mrs,  Raymond 
Pitzrick,  Bror  Larsen,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Mrs, 
Fred  Bay less,  Jim  Cppenheaver,  Elsie 
Cushing,  L.  A.  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Foster,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jay  Gibson,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  John  Gilmour, 
Clarence  Klingensmith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Lewis,  Agnes  Rhodes,  Helen  Robinson,  Esther 
Whelan,  Helen  Thomas,  MT.  and  Mrs.  Carl 
Burdick,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Louis  Ellenson, 
Christine  Ferrand,  Mlrs.  James  Gibson,  Mrs, 
Robt,  Sick,  Kirs •  Bruce  Taggart,  Mrs.  Wm, 
Thompson,  Mir.  and  Mirs,  Win.  Serra,  Arnold 
Watkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Llewellyn  Casterline. 
Flossie  Burdick,  Ncra  Weeks,  June  Babcock, 
Catherine  Bernard,  Gail  Bernard,  Gene 
Bernard,  Doris  Burdick,  MUnnie  Clark,  Dale 
Coats,  Mary  Fuller,  Marie  Graves,  Alta 
Jacobs,  Marion  Pendleton,  Alice  Rayburn, 
Donna  Reynolds,  Ted  Vossler 

S- 74-28  Back  Creek  Rd.,  Hamburg,  N.Y.,  14075 
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OAK  ORCHARD  FIELD  TRIP 

by  Willard  and  Alice  McKale 

Take  several  Great  Blue  Herons,  two  Whistling  Swans,  many  thousands  of 
Canada  Geese,  three  Snoxtf  Geese,  one  Blue  Goose,  the  usual  variety  o±  ducks 
which  abound  at  Oak  Orchard  in  the  spring,  the  courtship  flight  of  Common 
Snipe,  both  species  of  Yellowlegs,  two  large  flocks  of  tree  swallows,  a 
female  Red-tailed  Hawk  nesting  only  400  feet  from  a . Great  Horned  Owl  shelter¬ 
ing  her  young  on  a  nest  and  many  other  species  of  birds  ••••••  combine 

all  these  with  careful  observation  in  a  relaxed  manner  on  a  beautiful 
spring  day  and  enjoy  for  eight  or  nine  hours  at  Clarence  Sinks  and  the  Oak 
Orchard  area.  Sprinkle  generously  with  enthusiasm  and  the  tireless  determ¬ 
ination  of  twelve  pairs  of  eyes  and  top  with  one  Common  Egret!  The  result 
-  -  -  an  enjoyable  field  trip  on  Saturday,  April  17,  1971* 

89  Larch  Road,  Eggertsville ,  New  York,  14226 


NOTES 


East  Coast  Tern  Watch 

This  summer  volunteers  from  N0va  Scotia  to  South  Carolina  will  band 
young  Common  and  Roseate  Terns  with  a  colored  plastic  band  in  addition  to 
the  U.  S.  Fish  and  VHLldlife  Service  band.  The  plastic  band  will  be  placed 
on  the  leg  opposite  the  aluminum.  Each  province  and  state  will  use  a 
different  color  so  that  observers  can  recognize  birds  from  different  areas. 

Through  observations  of  these  color  banded  birds  we  hope  to  gain  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  following  questions.  Hcw  far  do  birds  banded  from 
different  areas  along  the  coast  as  well  as  inland  range  from  their  breeding 
colonies  during  their  post  breeding  dispersal?  Do  birds  from  different  areas 
along  the  coast  concentrate  at  particular  places  in  the  fall?  H0w  late  are 
these  species  seen  at  different  points  along  the  coast? 

We  are  also  interested  in  gaining  information  on  where  birds  from 
different  areas  along  the  coast,  winter  as  well  as  details  as  to  the  move¬ 
ments  of  these  birds  on  the  wintering  ground.  In  the  case  of  first  year  birds, 
we  would  like  to  find  out  about  their  movements  throughout  the  year  and  during 
their  first  two  years  of  life. 

The  following  people  will  participate  in  color  banding  this  summer, 
using  the  listed  colors:  Nova  Scotia  -  I.  A.  McLaren  -  yellow;  Maine  - 
Libby, Hatch,  Gobeil-red  and  white  horizontal  stripe;  Massachusetts  -  Howard 
-  orange;  Connecticut  -  Procter-  green  and  white  horizontal  stripe;  Lake 
Erie ,  N^w  York  -  Clark  -  light  blue ;  Ontario,  Canada  -  Clark  -  red; 

Michigan  -  Hodess  -  red  and  yellow  horizontal  stripe;  Western  Long  Island, 

N.Y.  -  Heath,  Gochfeld  -  royal  blue;  Eastern  Long  Island,  N.Y,  -  Wilcox  and 
Raynor  -  black  and  white  horizontal  stripe;  Gardiner's  Island  -  Duffy  -  Red, 
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white  and  blue  horizontal  stripe.  New  Jersey  -  Saveli  -  green?  Maryland  - 
VanVelzen  -  x-rhite?  Virginia  -  Byrd  -  black?  North  Carolina  -  Davis,  Sussel  - 
green  and  bro^wn  horizontal  stripe?  South  Carolina,  Beckett  -  orange  and  blue 
stripe?  Great  Gull  Island,  N.Y.  -  Hays  -  color  combinations  using  U,  S. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  band  and  three  color  bands,  two  bands  on  leg. 

Please  watch  for  color  banded  terns  and  send  observations  to  the 
bander  in  your  area  or  to:  Miss  Helen  Hays 

Great  Gull  Island  Project 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History 
Central  Park  West  at  79th  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.,  10024 

»- 

We  would  also  like  to  compile  a  list  of  places  along  the  coast  where  con¬ 
centrations  of  Common  and/or  Roseate  Terns  can  be  seen  in  late  summer  and 
early  fall.  If  you  know  of  any  such  places  send  them  to  Miss  H.  Hays  at  the 
above  address.  Any  inf ormation  you  can  supply  on  color  banded  terns  at 
concentration  points  along  the  coast  would  be  of  great  help. 


A  Suggested  Model  for  Recording  and  Reporting  Spring  Hawk  Flights 

Place:  838  Union  Road 
Date  :  April  30,  1971 


2:00 

-2:30 

2:30 

-3:00 

3:00 

-3:30 

3:30 

-4:00 

4:00 

-4:30 

Total 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

2 

2 

Red-t,  Hawk 

1 

• 

1 

2 

Broad-w,  Hawk 

33 

18 

9 

25 

4 

89 

Rough-1,  Hawk 

2 

2 

Marsh  Hawk 

1 

1 

2 

Osprey 

1 

1 

37 

21 

9 

5 

98 

M0rning  was  overcast  - 

slight  s.w 

■,  wind 

1:30  phone  call  from  compilers  - 

possible  haxtfk  flight!  -  still 

overcast 

2:00  sky  cleared,  sun 

appeared , 

wind  s.w.  - 

-  slight, 

about  8  m. 

per  hr. 

2:00  -  3? 00  all  birds 

travelled 

from  s.w,  to  n.e. 

After  3s 00  xra.nd 

was  more  westerly  and  hawks 

were  flying  from  w. 

to  e.  - 

working  harder, 

also 

Marion 

and  Lincoln  Crone 

i,  838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca, 

N.Y, ,  14224 

Record  Numbers 

of  Canada 

Geese  From  Oak  Orchard  Area 

Mr.  JQhn  Morse,  biologist  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  R9fuge, 
Genesee  and  Orleans  County,  New  York,  has  reported  higher  peak  populations 
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of  migrant  Canada  Geese  for  the  entire  wetland  complex  (Oak  Orchard  Area) 
in  April,  1971  than  those  recorded  for  any  previous  year.  Mr.  Morse 
attributes  the  unusual  numbers  in  part  to  the  unusually  cold  weather  which 
persisted  throughout  the  month  and  stopped  the  migration  at  this  latitude. 
Following  are  the  numbers  of  individual  birds  estimated  on  weekly  census 
projects  on  the  Iroquois  NWR. 

April  6  -  41,000  • 

April  12  -  49,600 
April  20  -  51,700 

April  27  -  69,700 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M,  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Scienee. 

The  fall  schedule  of  programs  will  be  oublished  in  a  subsequent  issue  of 
THE  PR0TH0N0TARY. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


July  18  -  First  of  four  summer  shorebird  counts;  (others  are  on  August 

8th,  August  22nd  and  September  5th.)  Volunteers  needed l 
Contact  Eh  Seeber  at  633-61 57  if  you  can  participate  in  any 
or  all  of  these  counts. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd,, 
Eggertsville ,  N . Y . ,  14226 • 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  ^trs,  Lincoln  E,  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224, 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer, 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave,,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257. 
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THE  MONTH 


May  temperatures  averaged  5^*8  degrees  or  three  tenths  of  a  degree  below 
normal,  and  rainfall  was  1.39  inches  below  the  mean  with  the  total  precipitation 
being  1.56  inches  for  the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport). 

Unseasonable  cold  weather  and  persistent  northerly  winds  throughout  most 
of  the  month  of  May  discouraged  not  only  bird  migration  to  some  extent ,but  bird 
watchers  and  bird  banders  as  well.  There  were  no  massive  nocturnal  migrations  to 
be  heard  until  almost  the  middle  of  the  month;  whereas,  in  some  localities  these 
flights  have  occurred  as  early  as  the  second  of  May  in  some  years.  Due  to  the 
tardy  migration  it  seemed  most  birds  were  eager  to  arrive  at  their  destination  and 
most  favorite  birdihg, areas  where  trees  and  bushes  are  sometimes  "dripping  with 
birds"  after  a  nocturnal  flight  were  found  to  be  empty  and  silent  on  many  days. 
Hence,  this  served  as  a  startling  reminder  of  what  a  "silent  spring"  might  be 
like ! 

The  delay  of  one  month  j.n  removing  the  log  boom  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
River  caused  the  ice  in  Lake  Erie  to  remain  somewhat  stationary  later  than  usual, 

A  high  wall  of  ice  could  still  be  seen  several  hundred  feet  from  shore  on  May  31st 
in  the  Pt.  Abino  to  Port  Colborne,  Ont.  area.  The  refrigerated  air  in  that  region 
had  delayed  spring  to  the  extent  that  there  was  no  green  foilage  on  trees  or 
shrubs  and  some  species  of  wintering  waterfowl  could  still  be  observed  there. 

John  Morse,  Biologist  for  the  Iroquois  NWR  reported  that  the  major  movements 
of  Canada  Geese  out  of  the  Oak  Orchard  area  occurred  on  May  2nd  and  May  7th,  and 
by  May  15th  all  migrants  had  left. 

The  most  exciting  find  of  the  month  was  the  Audubon's  Warbler  observed 
in  the  Erie  Beach  woods,  Ont.  by  R.  D.  Mitchell  and  several  friends  on  the  day 
of  the  May  Census.  This  is  the  first  record  of  this  species  for  our  study  area, 
while  the  LeConte's  Sparrow  seen  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  in  Buffalo  is  the  second 
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record.  A  Snowy  Egret  and  the  three  Glossy  Ibis  are  worthy  of  special  mention. 
A  female  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  visited  a  feeder  at  Josef  Hauser  at  42  Boxwood 
Circle,  Hamburg  and  was  seen  by  several  observers. 

Alice  McKale,  89  Larch  Road,  Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
Mew  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (5.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

May 

1 

2  over  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle 

II 

1-8 

2  Foster  L.f Alfred 

several  observers 

II 

2 

2  over  Marshfield 

Andris  s 

It 

13 

2  Hume  Twp. ,Alleg. ,Co. 

Mo  ore ,  Palmer 

•1 

13 

5  Allegany  Reservoir,  N.Y 

.  Elderkin 

II 

21 

2,1  Mohawk  Pt.,  Willow  Bay, 

Ont.  Andrle  et  al 

It 

23 

1  Mohawk  Pt • ,  Ont . 

Wagner  et  al 

II 

25 

1  Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein 

Horned  Grebe 

II 

2 

17  Foster  L.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

2 

21  Delaware  Pk.Lake,Bflo. 

Freitag 

VI 

23 

8  Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Wagner  et  al 

•i 

27L 

1  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

D. -crested  Cormorant 

IV 

10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Tiber o 

Green  Heron 

II 

1 

2  Scio 

Burton 

Common  Egret 

II 

10,11 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*  Snowy  Egret 

II 

13 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Webster , Karlak 

II 

2; 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle  et  al 

Black-cr.  Night  Heron 

II 

2 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Morse 

II 

9 

29  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew 

IV 

19 

1  Eggertsville 

W.  McKale 

* Least  Bittern 

II 

5F 

1  Stockton  Twp. 

Elderkin 

*Glossy  Ibia 

II 

28 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Morse 

II 

28 

3  Tonawanda  WMA. 

Rew 

Whistling  Swan 

II 

1 

1  Iroquis  NWR 

Morse,  Hess 

VI 

1 

4  Amity  L.,  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

2 

6  Wellsteille 

Burtons 

II 

18  L 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wagner,  Filor 

Blue  Goose 

VI 

2L 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brownstein  et  al 

Gadwall 

II 

21 

3  Sugarloaf  Pt. Pond, Ont, 

Andrle  et  al 

II 

23L 

9  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wagner  et  al 
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Pintail  May  21 

2  Rockhouse  Pt • , Ont . 

Andrle  et  aL 

"  30 

2  Morgans  Pt,,Cnt, 

Letchworths 

* European  Widgeon 

"  1 

1  Cassadaga  Lake 

Elder kin 

Shove ler: 

"  6 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

"  18 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

"  26 

1  Lakeuide  Cem,, Hamburg 

Bourne 

Redhead 

"  25L 

1  Morgans  Pt.,3)nt. 

Brownstein 

Ring-necked  Duck 

"  21L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  et  al 

Canvasback 

"  25L 

1  Sugarloaf  Pt • , Pond , Ont • 

Andrle, Byron 

Greater  Scaup 

"  23L 

35  Can,  Shore  of  Lake  Erie 

Wagner  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

"  27L 

1  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

Common  Goldeneye 

"  28L 

1  Pt,  Abino,  Ont. 

Hess 

Bufflehead 

"  27 

1  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

"  28L 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Hess 

Old squaw 

"  23L 

1  Mohawk  Pt • ,  Ont • 

Wagner  et  al 

White -w.  Scoter 

"  21L 

2  Mohawk  Pt , ,  Ont . 

Andrle  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

"  21L 

1  Sugarloaf  Pt,  Pond,  Ont 

.Andrle  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

"  21 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

•Andrle,  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

"  23 

100  Can.  shore  of  Lake  Erie 

Wagner  et  al 

Turkey  Vulture 

"  1 

5  over  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle 

Sharp- sh .Hawk 

"  1.5 

14,6  over  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle , Byron 

Cooper's  Hawk 

"  2,8 

1,1  Irving,  Hamburg 

Andrle s 

"  2 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

"  11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

"  1 

5  over  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Addrle  et  al 

"  1 

2  over  Scio 

Burtons  et  al 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

"  1,2 

662,8  over  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle  et  al 

"  1 

45  over  Hume  Twp. 

Rew,  Moore 

"  1 

350  over  Allegany  Road 

Wendlings  et  al 

"  2 

820  over  Hanover 

Brownstein  et  al 

Rough-leg,  Hawk 

"  20L 

2  over  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Ba]d  Eagle 

"  9 

1  Iroquois  NWR  (adult) 

Morse 

Osprey 

"  1 

3  over  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle  et  al 

"  1 

2  over  Scio 

Burtons  et  al 

"  1 

6  over  Hume  Twp. 

Rew,  Moors 

"  2 

2  Onoville 

Elder kin 

"  18 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Wagner,Filor 

Sparrow  Hawk 

"  1 

4  over  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle  et  al 

Turkey 

"  20 

1  Onoville 

Elder kin 

"  23 

1  Alma 

Burtons 

Virginia  Rail 

"  22 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Sora 

"  18 

1  Morgans  Pt . , Ont . 

Wagner,  Filor 

*  Semi palm  •  Plove  r 

"  13F 

3  Clymer 

Elderkin 

Blac  k-bhl  •  Plove  r 

"  21 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

"  23 

2  Mohawk  Pt • ,  Ont • 

Me  Kales  et  al 

*Whimbral 

"  2  IF 

8  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Andrle  et  al 

"  21F 

59  Willow  Bay,  Ont, 

Andrle ,  et  al 

"  28 

1  Morgans  Pt.,  Ont. 

Hess 

* Solitary  Sandpiper 

"  IF 

2  Sinclairville 

Elderkin 

"  .  IF 

1  Hanover 

Me Kale s , Ulrich 

"  13 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 
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Vi lie t 

May 

2 

3  Tonawanda  WMA 

Crones  et  al 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

May 

25L 

f  Et.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Lesser  YelloxVLegs 

II 

25 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Brownstein 

*Knot 

II 

3  OF 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Letchworths 

11 

31 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Zehr  et  al 

Whi  te  -rump  •  Sandpipe  r 

If 

21 

4  Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle  et  al 

•  1 

23 

1  Ft.  Erie*  Ont. 

Wanner,  et  al 

11 

25 

16  Oak  Orchard  area 

Brownstein 

It 

25 

2  Ft*  Erie*  Ont. 

Kikta 

11 

28 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Hess 

11 

30 

3  Tonawanda  WMA 

Morse 

* Least  Sandpiper 

II 

13F 

5  Clymer 

Elderkin 

Dunlin 

II 

27 

190  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle 

IV 

28 

350  Can.  shore  of  Lake  Erie 

Hess 

*Short-b.  Dowitcher 

It 

18F 

1  Morgans  Pt,,  Ont. 

Wagner,  Filor 

II 

25 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

May 

31 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont, 

Zehr,  Wilcove, 

Semi palm • Sandpiper 

II 

26 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Sanderling 

II 

23 

2  Morgans  Pt.,  Ont. 

Wagner  et  al 

* Northern  Phalarope 

May 

20 

1  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clarks 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

II 

21 

1  Willow  Bay,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

25 

1  Morgans  Pt.,  0nt. 

Brownstein 

II 

28L 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Hess 

*Black  Tern 

11 

IF 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

m 

9 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Merse 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

11 

18 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

fl 

23 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Whip-po o r-wi 11 

II 

17 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Andrle ,  Thill 

II 

21 

1  Wainfleet  Bog, Ont. 

Andrle s 

11 

28 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Common  Nighthawk 

11 

17 

1  Buffalo 

Hess 

Chimney  Swift 

II 

1 

8  Dunkirk 

McKale s , Ulrich 

*Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

II 

12F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Red-bell.  Woodpecker 

II 

12 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

21 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle  et  al 

*Eastern  Kingbird 

•  1 

7F 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

8 

1  South  Stockton 

Rew 

*Gr. Crest.  Flycatcher 

VI 

7F 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

12 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Yellow-bell.  Flycatcher  " 

19 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

19 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Freitag 

Traill's  Flycatcher 

11 

21 

1  Clymer 

Elderkin 

*Least  Flycatcher 

11 

6F 

1  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clarks 

II 

7 

2  Lake  View 

Andrle 

^Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

II 

8F 

1  Williamsville 

Wandlings 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

II 

23 

1  Morgans  Pt.,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

Bank  Shallow 

II 

1 

2  Red  Bird 

Me Kales, Ulrich 

* Cliff  Shallow 

If 

IF 

12  Scio 

Burtons  et  al 

II 

10 

4  Alfred 

Brooks 

Red-br •  Nuthatch 

11 

6 

2  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

It 

22 

1  Delaware  Pk.,Bflo. 

McKale s  et  al 
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Tufted  Titmouse 

Kay 

1-31 

V 

0 

10 

House  Wren 

If 

5 

Carolina  Wren 

y 

• 

1-31 

Catbird 

It 

4F 

If 

8 

*Wood  Thrush 

It 

3F 

It 

6 

It 

6 

*Swainson' s  Thrush 

It 

7F 

It 

13 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

It 

12F 

Vt 

15 

’“'Veer y 

It 

7F 

tt 

8 

*Blue-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

ft 

6f 

It 

9 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

18L 

Water  Pipit 

tt 

8 

It 

12 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

tt 

9 

* White -eyed  Vireo 

tt 

24 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

It 

11F 

tt 

12 

* Solitary  Vireo 

tt 

8F 

11 

8F 

It 

11 

* Red-eyed  Vireo 

tt 

8F 

It 

12 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

II 

18 

It 

18 

* Warbling  Vireo 

tv 

6f 

It 

6F 

It 

7 

* Black  &  white  Warbler 

It 

2F 

tt 

8 

Prothonoiary  Warbler 

II 

19 

tt 

21 

tt 

30 

Worm-eating  Warbler 

vt 

26 

*Golden-w.  Warbler 

It 

15F 

*Blue-w,  Warbler 

tt 

13F 

Tennessee  Warbler 

tt 

18 

Orange -c  r •  rble  r 

It 

17 

* Nashville  Warbler 

tt 

6f 

It 

7 

tt 

•  7 

Parula  Warbler 

It 

24 

2  West  Seneca  (f) 

Crones 

1  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clarks 

1  Iroquois  NTVR 

Korse,  Olsen 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

1  Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

Mitchell 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Olsen 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

2  Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Andrle 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rew,  Ulrich 

1  Clymer 

Elder kin 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

1  Wiscoy 

Moores 

1  Pt.  Abino,  0nt. 

Rew,  Ulrich 

1  Hamburg 

Andrle 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

'1  Jerusalem  Cors. 

Andrle s 

4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

4 5  Kills  Kails,  Alleg.  Co, 

Moores 

3  Clarence 

Wagner 

1  Sturgeon  Pt. 

Andrle s 

1  South  Park,  Bflo. 

Kikta 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

1  Alfred 

Brooks, Burtons 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo, 

Hess 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

1  Belmont 

Byrtons 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wagner, Fi lor 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Byron 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

2  Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew, Ulrich 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Web  ste  r , Karlak 

3  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle  et  al 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

1  West  TSeneca 

Kikta 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

3  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

1  E  ie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle ,  Thill 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Byron 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

1  Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew,  Ulrich 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 
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Yellow  Warbler 

May 

6f 

1  Lake  View 

Andrle 

ft 

6F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

fl 

6f 

8  Oak  Orchard  area 

Freitag 

If 

7 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

7 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

7 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

♦Magnolia  Warbler 

ft 

13F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

15 

2  Cheektowaga 

Mitchell , LewandowsM 

♦Cape  May  Warbler 

II 

11F 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

II 

12 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

12 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

♦Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler  " 

11F i 12 

3,3  Spring  Brook 

Dinner 

II 

11F 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo, 

Hess 

II 

12 

1  Tonawanda  Twp. 

Zehr 

♦Black-thr. Green  Warbler  " 

IF 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

IF 

1  Scio 

Burtons  et  al 

11 

3 

15  Wiscoy 

Moores 

Cerulean  Warbler 

II 

17 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

♦Blackburnian  Warbler 

It 

13F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

13 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

* Che  s tnut- s •  Warble  r 

II 

11F 

2  Canada way  Cr* 

Elder kin 

II 

12 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

♦Bay-br.  Warbler 

II 

13F 

1  Farmer sville  Station 

D.  Clarks 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

II 

20 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Bflo. 

Freitag 

II 

20 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

* Prairie  Warbler 

II 

11 

1  Amherst 

Zehr,  Rossi 

♦Palm  Warbler 

II 

IF 

1  Farmer sville  Station 

D.  Clarks 

II 

6 

1  Lake  View 

Andrle 

♦Ovenbird 

II 

8F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks , Klingensmith 

II 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Northern  Waterthrush 

II 

1 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

1 

2  Scio 

Burtons  et  al 

II 

1 

1  Hume  Twp. 

Rew,  Moore 

* Louisiana  Waterthrush 

II 

28F 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

♦Mourning  Warbler 

II 

14F 

1  Scio 

Burtons 

♦Yellowthroat 

II 

9F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

10 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Yellow-br .  Chat 

II 

21 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Hooded  Warbler 

II 

28 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

♦Wilson’s  Warbler 

11 

13F 

1  Farmer sville  Station 

D,  Clarks 

II 

15 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

♦Canada  Warbler 

II 

13F 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

13F 

1  Clymer 

Elder kin 

♦American  Redstart 

II 

11F 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo, 

Mitchell 

II 

12 

1  Belmont 

Burtons- 

♦Bobolink 

II 

7F 

1  Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rew,  Ulrich 

II 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Olsen 

II 

9 

2  Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

♦We  ste rn  Meadowlark 

II 

29 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

♦Yellow-headed  Blackbird  " 

27 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrle , Mitchell , 

et  al 
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* Baltimore  Oriole 

May 

7F 

2  Bertie  Bay,  Ont. 

Rew,  Ulrich 

m 

8 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

* Scarlet  Tanager 

II 

10F 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

12 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

II 

7F 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

8 

1  Hamburg 

Andrle  s 

* Indigo  Bunting 

II 

13F 

1  Falconer  (f) 

Elder kin 

It 

14 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Evening  Grosbeak 

It 

1 

1  Scio 

Burtons  et  al 

If 

4,7 

2,2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Common  Redpoll 

May 

7-20 

1  Boston  (f) 

Murray 

Pine  Siskin 

II 

6 

1  Falconer  (f) 

Elder kin 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

II 

24 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

*Le  Conte's  Sparrow 

II 

11 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,  Bflo, 

Andrle  et  al 

*Henslow*s  Sparrow 

If 

IF 

1  Evans 

.Andrle 

II 

13 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Tree  Sparrow 

If 

7  L 

1  Farmer sville  Station 

D.  Clarks 

White-cr .  Sparrow 

If 

24L 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

II 

31 

4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

* Lincoln's  Sparrow 

M 

11F-16 

1-2  Wiscoy  (f) 

Moores 

Species,  sub spe c ie s 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

158 

Additional  species, 

subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 

86 

Total  for  1971: 

244 

Statisticians'  Note: 

Henceforth  certain  birds  that  may  be  considred  possible  escapes  will  be 
listed  with  a  notation  to  that  effect  in  the  Noteworthy  Records. 

Effective  in  1971  verification  reports  will  not  be  required  for  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglets  outside  of  the  Date  Guide  dates  in  previously  known  breeding 
localities. 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


REPORT  OF  THE  MAY  BIRD  COUNT 
Date:  May  16th,  1971 


Compiled  by  Edward  Seeber 


Weather:  Cool  in  the  northern  portions  of  the  territory  encompassed  by  the 
count,  warmer  in  the  south  with  a  temperature  variation  from  35 
to  70°;  no  precipitation  was  recorded  with  generally  fair  skies; 
winds  were  variable  from  0  to  15  m.p.h.,  south  to  south-east. 


-77- 


Vol.  37,  No.  6  "Report  of  May  Bird  Count"  cont. 


Species  ** 


Loons  -  Mergansers; 


Common  Loon 

33  Osprey 

9(5,16) 

Horned  Grebe 

23  Sparrow  Hawk 

80 

Pied-b .  Grebe 

18  Ruffed  Grouse 

23 

Great  Blue  Heron 

115  Ring-n.  Pheasant 

162 

Green  Heron 

93  Turkey 

11 

Common  Egret 

3(5)  ^Virginia  Rail 

3(5,10,16) 

Bl.-c.  Night  Heron 

31*  ^ora 

4 

American  Bittern 

11  Eommon  Gallinule 

19 

Whistling  Swan 

7(26,27)  American  Coot 

61 

Canada  Goose 

147 

Mallard 

364  Shorebirds: 

Black  Duck 

40 

Gadwall 

3(7»10)  Semipalm.  Plover 

82 

Pintail 

4(7)  Killdeer 

58  9 

Green-i<r,  Teal 

21  l&m.  Golden  Plover 

1(3) 

Blue-w,  Teal 

104  ^lack-bell.  Plover 

3(7,12) 

American  Widgeon 

21  *Ruddy  Turnstone 

28 

Shoveler 

7(10)  Am.  Woodcock 

39 

Wood  Duck 

63  Common  Snipe 

35 

Redhead 

7  Upland  Plover 

17 

Ring-n,  Duck 

31  Spotted  Sandpiper 

164 

Canvasback 

2(2,8)  Solitary  Sandpiper 

39 

Greater  Scaup 

84  Gr.  Yellow-legs 

26 

Lesser  Scaup 

64  L.  Yellow- legs 

122 

Common  Goldeneye 

9 (4, 6, 8)  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

45 

Bufflehead 

141  *Mh . -rump .  Sg ndpi pe  r 

2(10) 

Old  Squaitf 

258(2,6,7)  Least  Sandpiper 

184 

White-w,  Scoter 

2(6,21)  Dunlin 

101 

Surf  Scoter 

2(19)  ’Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

14 

Ruddy  Duck 

3(7)  ’Sanderling 

6(6,7) 

Hooded  Merganser 

1(8) 

Common  Merganser 

20  Jaegers-Owls : 

Red-br.  Merganser 

221 

G.  Black-b.  Gull 

2(6,8) 

Vultures  -  Rails: 

Herring  Gull 

208 

Ring-b.  Gull 

1632 

Turkey  Vulture 

58  Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

70 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

4(10,14,16)  Common  Tern 

902 

Cooper's  Hawk 

2(3 ,7)  Caspian  Tern 

1(8) 

Red-t.  Hawk 

139  Black  Tern 

55 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

28  Rock  Dove 

397 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

23  Mourning  Dove 

541 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

1(26)  *Yellow-bill,  Cuckoo 

1(14) 

Bald  Eagle 

1(25)  *Black-bill.  Cuckoo 

8 

Marsh  Hawk 

22  Screech  Owl 

4(8,19) 

Gr.  Horned  Owl 

10 

Barred  Owl 

5(5,23) 
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Whip-poor-wills  -  Creepers: 


*  Whip-poor-will  3 ( 7 » 8 ) 

*  Common  Nighthawk  17 

Chimney  Swift  590 

Ruby-t •  Hummingbird  52 

Belted  Kingfisher  113 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker  818 

Pileated  Wdpkr.  26 

Red-bell.  Wdpkr.  9 

Red-head.  Wdpkr,  103 

Yellow-bell,  Sapskr,  43 

Hairy  Wdpkr .  187 

Downy  Wdpkr .  317 

Eastern  kingbird  321 

Gr.-Cr.  Flycatcher  125 

Eastern  Phoebe  189 

*Y,-bell,  Flycatcher  1(5) 

Traill* s  Flycatcher  4(26,28) 

Least  Flycatcher  319 

E,  Wood  Pewee  42 

*  Olive-s.  Flycatcher  1(16) 

Horned  Lark  150 

Tree  Swallow  1046 

Bank  Swallow  735 

Rough-w.  Shallow  265 

Barn  Shallow  4001 

Cliff  Swallow  94 

Purple  Martin  1571 

Blue  Jay  1671 

Common  Crow  I6l6 

Bl.-cap,  Chickadee  869 

Tufted  Titmouse  27 

White-b .  Nuthatch  195 

Red-b.  Nuthatch  15 

Brown  Creeper  41 

Wrens  -  Vireos: 

H0use  Wren  486 

Winter  Wren  17 

Carolina  Wren  4( 12,28) 

*  Long-b,  Marsh  Wren  3(6,9|26) 

*  Short-h.  Marsh  Wren  1(26) 

Mockingbird  4 

Catbird  872 

Brown  Thrasher  286 

Robin  66l6 

Wood  Thrush  571 


Hermit  Thrush 

34 

Swainson*s  Thrush 

39 

Gray-cheek.  Thrush 

3(5,12) 

Veer  y 

120 

Eastern  Bluebird 

110 

Bl.-g.  Gnatcatcher 

19 

G,-cr.  Kinglet 

14 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

52 

Water  Pipit 

17 

Cedar  Waxwing 

174 

Starling 

3958 

Yellow- thr.  Vireo 

18 

Solitary  Vireo 

19 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

68 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

7 

Warbling  Vireo 

121 

Warblers  -  House  Sparrows: 

Bl.  &  W.  Warbler 

34 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

1(5) 

^Worm-eating  Warbler 

1(22) 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

9 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

105 

"Brewster's"  Warbler 

1(13) 

Tennessee  Warbler 

20 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

5(8,28) 

Nashville  Warbler 

115 

Parula  Warbler 

5(12,19,21) 

Yellow  Warbler 

1926 

Magnolia  Warbler 

164 

Cape  May  Warbler 

51 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

71 

Myrtle  Warbler 

969 

* Audubon  *  s  Warbler 

1(8) 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

303 

Cerulean  Warbler 

15 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

186 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

242 

Bay-breast,  Warbler 

28 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

5 

Prarie  Warbler 

1(21) 

Palm  Warbler 

15 

Ovenbird 

177 

Northern  Waterthrush 

22 

Mourning  Warbler 

6(16,18,23) 

Common  Yellowthroat 

359 
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Warblers  -  House  Sparrows, 

cont. 

;Yellow-br.  Chat 

3(5,20,26) 

'Hooded  Warbler 

6 

Wilson's  Warbler 

26 

Canada  Warbler 

20 

Amer.  Redstart 

258 

House  Sparrow 

5836 

Icterids  -  Fringillids: 

Bobolink 

1035 

E.  Meadowlark 

1080 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

14,735 

Baltimore  Oriole 

1225 

Rusty  Blackbird 

10  (10) 

Common  Grackle 

9462 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

2603 

Scarlet  Tanager 

191 

Cardinal 

84 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

619 

Indigo  Bunting 

46 

Evening  Grosbeak 

18 

Purple  Finch 

261 

Common  Redpoll 

1(14) 

American  Goldfinch 

3057 

Red  Crossbill 

1(14) 

Ruf ous- s .  Towhe e 

705 

Savannah  Sparrow 

330 

* Gras shopper  Sparroitf 

8 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

16 

Vesper  Sparrow 

181 

Slate-col,  Junco 

190 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1151 

Field  Sparrow 

657 

Wh . -c r .  Sparrow 

364 

Wh.-thr.  Sparrow 

329 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

16 

Swamp  Sparrow 

208 

Song  Sparrow 

3 055 

TOm  SPECIES: 

206 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS: 

89,773 

**  -  Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  area  numbers  where  the  species  observed 
was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  areas.  Underlined  common  names  indicate 
that  an  acceptable  detailed  written  verification  according  to  The  Date 
Guide  To  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.,  1965) 
has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 
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COMMENTS :  Near  Buffalo,  this  was  the  latest,  spring  in  recent  meteorlogical 
history.  For  the  first  time  in  my  recollection,  there  was  still  ice  in  Lake 
Erie  on  the  date  of  a  May  Bird  Count.  Both  water  and  land  birds  were  exceedingly 
late  near  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario.  Warblers  and  other  insectorivous  species 
were  very  scarce  on  the  shores  and  the  reports  from  the  areas  affected  seemed 
more  appropriate  for  late  April  than  the  middle  of  May.  The  large  count  of 
Myrtle  Warblers,  for  example,  shows  how  late  the  spring  migration  was  generally. 
The  reports  from  the  southern  areas,  however,  particularly  Allegany  County,  were 
more  in  keeping  with  the  calendar  date. 

The  most  notable  find  was  the  Audubon's  Warbler  at  Erie  Beach,  Ontario;  it 
was  the  first  accepted  record  of  this  species  for  our  areal 

The  compiler  is  greatly  impressed  with  the  cooperation  of  so  many  observers 
in  carrying  out  the  count  and  wishes  to  thank  all  who  participated. 

TERRITORIES  OF  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA  AND  OBSERVERS.  (Names  of  compilers  from 
each  area  are  underlined) 

1.  Fonthill,  Ontario  -  Harriette  and  Walter  Klabunde 

2.  Thor old,  Ontario  -  Gus  Yaki,  Rae  Yaki,  David  Yaki,  Pat  Foy,  Terry  Foy, 

N.  Rempel,  N.  Haultain,  G.  Simpson,  Hward  Martin, 

F.  Martin,  T.  Williams 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y.  -  William  Vaughan 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y.  -  Edward  Seeber 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.  -  Gail  Seamans.  R.  Beebe,  Tom  Beachy,  Karen  Beachy, 

Lyle  Tupper 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ontario  -  Richard  Brownstein 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ontario  -  James  Braunberns,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Marjorie 

Emerson 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  -  Harold  Mitchell,  Dr.  Stuart  Vaughan,  Dr.  Francis 

Kenny,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Marsh,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael 
Hamilton,  Philip  M.  R,  Boocock,  Jane  Cole,  Ralph  E. 
Gardiner,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Letchworth,  Henry 
SchaSfer,  Dr.  R.  L.  Somme rville 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.  __  Sheldon  Merritt,  Mrs.  John  Lazarus,  Paul  Lazarus 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.  -  Robert  M.  Wagner,  John  Filer 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  -  .Arthur  Freitag,  Joseph  Kikta,  Richard  Zehr,  Neil  Goddman, 

David  Wilcove,  Henry  Freitag 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.  -  Margaret  &  Marie  Wendling,  Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner, 

Ray  Franz,  Nellie  Karlak,  Audrey  Knapp,  Pearl  Moore, 
Gladys  Newton,  Peg  Schafer,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  Stumm,  Gertrude 
Webster,  Cy  Wolf ling 
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13.  Batavia,  N.Y.  -  Mrs.  0.  L. vPixley,  Russel  and  Norma  Annabel,  George . 

Buckland,  Harold  and  Barbara  Dodge,  Ronald  Calantonio, 

Max  and  Jane  Mason,  George  Mahaney,  Don  Thurau,  Dick 
Kloos,  Richard  and  Marge  Pixley 

15.  Hamburg,  N.Y.  -  Evelyn  Rochester,  Mr si  Charles  Avery,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 

Bacon,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Leonard,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Myles  Firey, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Bourne,  Mr.  &  Mrs. Joseph  Webb ,  Mrs. 

James  Benzing,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Walker,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David 
Bigelow,  Peter  and  Lois  Matlock 

15.  Java,  N.Y.  Marion  Bee,  Pam  Amey 

16.  Angola,  N.Y.  Frances  Rew,  Alice  Ulrich 

« 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Bigelow 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y.  -  Blake  and  Marilyn  Reeves,  Link  and  Marian  Crone 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y.  -  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mrs.  Katherine  Palmer,  Mrs. 

Marjorie  Main,  Mrs.  Brooks  Main,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claud  Sandford, 
Mr •  &  Mrs.  E.  Swanson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  K,  Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
John  Marvin,  Miss  Margaret  Hodnett,  Miss  Ruth  Gilman,  Miss 
Ada  Mills,  Mr.  Larry  Wilson,  Mr.  Andrew  Mullen,  Mr. 

Michael  Pitzrick,  Mrs.  Donald  B.  Smith,  Judge  and  Mrs. 

James  Moore,  Mss  Joanne  Cooley,  Miss  Marjorie  Palmer 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  -  No  report 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.  -  Douglas  Carlson,  Clarence  Beal,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  G. 

Burge son,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otto  Carlson,  Laura  Waterman, 

Emily  Potter,  Ruth  Skinner  Hutchins,  Lucille  Parsons, 
Howard  Andree,  N.  A.  Funicello,  Calla  and  Sennie 
Freedan,  Annabelle  Hiller,  Steve  Maggio 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y.  -  Douglas  Carlson,  Mrs.  Theodore  Elderkin,  Mrs.  Russell 

Pillsbury,  Mrs,  Ora  Swanson,  Mss  Nina  Bates,  Mrs.  Lois 
Buck,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moe  Lorimer 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y.  -  Douglas  Carlson,  Robert  Sundell,  Archie  Richardson, 

Jack  Galvin,  Dean  Gulvin,  Daniel  Bohall,  Joyce  Bohall, 
Geraldine  Caswell,  Myrtle  Woodend,  Lewis  Kibler 

24.  Allegany  State  Park,  N.Y.  -  Elma  Bowen 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y.  -  No  report 

26.  Cuba  Lake,  N.Y.  _  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Lou  Burton, 

Mir.  &  Mrs,  Robert  Keople,  Mrs.  Alice  Driscoll,  Mrs. 

Helen  Goldthwait,  Mrs,  Kathryn  Brown,  Mrs.  Benson 
Smith,  Mrs.  Frank  Resch,  Mrs.  Neil  Wilson,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Wesley  Serra,  Mr.  Oren  L.  Smith,  Sr.,  Mr. James  Korka, 

Mr.  Joseph  Chernic,  Mrs.  Leslie  Champlin,  Mrs.  Harold 
Davis,  Mrs.  Paul  Hand,  Mna  Guilford,  M.  L.  Moser 
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27.  Bolivar,  N.Y.  -  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  G,  Smith,  Theodore 

Vossler,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Serra,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Apsey, 

Mrs.  Tex  Young,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Babcock,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Arthur  D.  Runzo,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  C.  Cook,  Mrs.  Donald 
King,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Richmond,  Miss  Lillian  Simons, 

Mr.  N0rman  Ives,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Keople,  Mrs.  Celestia 
Abbott,  Mrs;  Anna  Ayres,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier,  Mrs. 
Sherman  Childs,  Mrs.  Frances  Hunt,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz, 

Mrs.  Laura  Ingram,  Mr.  Joe  McLaughlin,  Mrs.  Mildred 
Marshall,  Mrs.  Nina  McMindes,  Mr.  Joseph  Carrier,  Mrs. 

Alton  Case,  Mrs.  Frances  DeGroff,  R.  Scott,  David  Presutti, 
Dana  Presutti 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y.  -  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mrs.  Bror  Larson,  Hys.  Elizabeth 

Brooks,  Mrs.  Vivian  Pitzrick*  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lou  Ellens on, 

Miss  Christine  Ferrand,  Mrs.  James  Gibson,  Mss  Helen  W, 
Thomas,  Laura  Brooks,  L.  A.  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Alice 
and  Eddy  Foster,  John  and  Eleanor  Gilmour,  Gerard  and  Elaine 
Jonker,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Dave  and  Carol  Lewis,  Cathy 
McDonald,  Agnes  Rhodes,  Esther  Whalen,  Mrs.  Fred  Bayless, 

Jim  Copenheaver,  Jay  and  Louise  Gibson,  June  Babcock, 

Catherine  Bernard,  G©ne  and  Gail  Bernard,  Doris  Burdick, 

Minnie  E.  Clark,  Dale,  Linda,  Eveylan,  Claire  and  Denis  Coats, 
Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Olive,  Oriole  and  Marie  Graves,  Claribel 
James,  Marion  Pendleton,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Alice  Rayburn, 
Douglas,  Ona,  David,  Donna,  Patty  and  Ruth  Reynolds,  Ella 
Shear,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ted  Vossler,  Mrs.  Raymond  Woodworth,  Dr. 
Robert  Common,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Mr.  and  Mrs .  Llewellyn 
Casterline,  Mrs.  Flossie  Burdick 


54  Cadman  Drive,  Williamsville ,  14221 


FIELD  TRIP  TO  CANADIAN  LAKE  SHORE 

By  Robert  M.  Wagner 

The  annual  curlew  trip  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  was  con¬ 
ducted  May  23.  It  was  curlewless,  possibly  because  the  weather,  though  clear, 
was  cool,  with  northerly  winds,  A  shelf  of  ice  still  covered  much  of  lower 
Lake  Erie  to  Port  Colborne.  Unseasonably  large  numbers  of  Red-breasted  Mergansers 
(we  saw  100  or  more),  Scaup  Duck  and  Bufflehead swam  around  the  edges  of  the  ice. 

We  did  well  enough  with  the  waterfowl  that  had  tarried  because  of  the  ice,  but 
poorly  with  the  late  spring  migrants  normally  expected  at  this  season.  Never¬ 
theless,  by  the  end  of  the  day  we  found  to  our  surprise  that  we  had  found 
86  species,  not  a  sensational  number,  but,  under  the  circumstances,  not  as  bad 
as  it  might  have  been.  Best  bird  was  a  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  romping  about, 
with  a  flock  of  Red-backed  and  Least  Sandpipers  at  Fort  Erie. 

4325  Circle  Court,  Williamsville,  14221 
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iDDITONS  AND  CORRECTIONS  FOR  THE  B.O.S.  ROSTER 
Please  add  the  following; 

Amey,  Palelia  Assoc,  *70 

14  Leonard  Street 

Buffalo,  N.Y.,  14215  832-1243 

Bee,  Marion  L.  Assoc,  '70 

2384  Darling  Road 

South  Wales,  New  York,  14139  655-0343 

Farley,  Victor  N,  Assoc,  *70 

43  Windsor  Avenue 

Buffalo,  New  York,  14209  885-2792 

Grzybowski,  Joseph  Assoc,  '64 

9  Redlein  Drive 

Lancaster,  New  York,  14086  684-5128 

Millard ,  Mrs •  Charle s  ( Cynthia )  Assoc • * 70 
68  Marion  Drive 

Tonawanda,  New  York  14154  833-6757 

Minsley,  Nat  Assoc,  *70 

357  Westfield  Road 

Eggertsville ,  N.Y.  14226  832-8070 

Minsley,  Mrs .  Wat  (Belle)  Assoc.  *70 

357  Westfield  Road 

Eggertsville,  N.Y.  14226  832-8070 

Paulsen,  Mrs.  John  E.  (Eve)  Assoc.*70 
50  Ellwood  Place 

Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14225  894-1709 

Rising,  Gerald  R.  Assoc.  *7 

295  Robin  Hill  Drive 
Williamsville ,  N.Y.  14221  836-1498 

Seamans,  Gail  W.  Assoc.  *70 

East  Pembroke,  N.Y.  14056 

Turek,  Mrs.  William  (Elaine)  Assoc. 

1044  Kingston  Drive 
Ole an,  N.Y.  14760 


-84- 


Vol.  37,  No.  6 

Please  make  these  corrections: 


Black,  John 
17  Valerie  Street 
St.  Catherines,  Orft. 

Clemesha,  Mary 

301  South  Meadow  Drive 

North  Tonax-janda ,  N.Y.  14120 

Crone,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  Assoc.'68,  Act.'70 

Facklin,  Rose 
30  Harwood  Drive 
Snyder,  N.Y.  14226 

Mallam ,  Whi tney 
976  Ridge  Road 
Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 

Miller,  Virginia 
8249i  Troy  Avenue 
Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14304 

Moore,  James  0, 

Moore,  Mrs.  James  0, 

28  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14209  886-7699 

Reckhow,  Dr.  Alan  H.  876-OO78 

Seeber,  Edward  L. 

54  Cadman  Drive 

Williamsville,  N.Y.  14221  633-6157 

Underwood,  Mrs.  Orison  C. 

175  North  Street 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14201  885-3912 

Wagner,  Robert 
4325  Circle  Court 

Williamsville,  N.Y.  14221  833-8109 
Note  under  Correspinding  Members 

, 

Danner,  Mrs.  Fred  J,  (Dorothy) 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 


Sept.  8  -  Summer  birding  experiences  of  members. 

Sept,  22  -  Bird  Chromosomes  -  Edward  Seeber  and  Dr,  Robert  Moissand  of  the 

State  University  College  at  Buffalo,  Plan  October  Bird  Count. 


Oct,  13  -  Annual  Meeting  -  Election  of  Officers. 

Programs  Birds  of  Texas  -  a  joint  presentation  of  B.O.S.  members 
Paul  Benham  and  Walter  Klabunde.  Illustrated  with  slides. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Aug .  22 


Sept •  5 


Summer  shorebird  count.  Call  Ed  Seeber  at  633-6157  for  assign¬ 
ment  of  territory  or  meet  at  7:00  a.m,  at  Vermont  Street  entrance 
to  Peace  Bridge. 

Summer  shorebird  count.  See  above  for  details. 


Sept,  19 


Oct.  10 


Field  trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  rare  or 
unusual  migrant  marsh  birds.  Paul  Benham,  leader.  Telephone 
877-5203  for  further  details  or  meet  at  University  Plaza  at  8:00  a.m. 

October  Bird  Count.  Leader,  Dr.  Walter  Klabunde.  Call  754-4424 
for  assignment  of  territory. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd,, 
Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave,,  Kenmo-re,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone :  877-7257 . 
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THE  MONTH 

From  the  below  normal  average  temperature  and  total  precipitation  in  May, 

June  showed  a  reversal,  with  a  67.6°F  average  temperature  (2.8°  above  the  mean) 
and  a  total  of  4.25  inches  of  rain  (1.7  inches  above  normal)  (data  recorded  at 
the  U.  S.  National  Weather  Services  station  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Air¬ 
port).  However,  the  retarded  bird  migration  in  April  and  May  was  reflected  in 
June  by  a  comparatively  few  late  transients,  though  some  usually  common  resident 
species  appeared  to  be  below  their  normal  abundance. 

Whether  the  adult  Blue  Goose  seen  on  the  18th  at  Port  Maitland  was  from  wild 
stock  in  the  species*  normal  breeding  range  is  open  to  question.  In  fact,  the 
true  status  of  such  out-of-season  waterfowl  and  those  4are  species  recorded  here 
occasionally  in  season  is  speculative  when  one  considers  a  recent  letter  received 
by  the  -writer  from  W.  H.  Carried  Managing  Director  of  the  Ontario  Waterfowl  Re¬ 
search  Foundation  at  Guelph.  He  states  that  the  Foundation  has  a  free-flying  flock 
of  Blue  and  Snow  Geese,  in  this  case  banded?  that  a  local  bird  fancier  near  Guelph 
had  a  pair  of  Blue  Geese  nest  ladt  year  and  raise  four  young,  all  of  which  were 
left  free-flying  and  unbanded;  that  there  are  approximately  1000  people  p.n  Ontario 
holding  permits  to  propagate  waterfowl,  and  finally,  that  he  'Would  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  have  any  free-flying  world-wide  species  turn  up  in  this  area." 

Of  special  interest  this  monthare  the  discovery  of  a  singing  Acadian  Flycatch¬ 
er  in  the  woods  across  from  the  Gowanda  hospital  and  a  White -eyed  Vireo  in  the  same 
location  for  the  second  year  between  Onoville  and  Steamburg  in  Cattaraugus  County. 
Golden-crowned  Kinglets  and  White-throated  Sparrows  continue  to  be  found  in  breed¬ 
ing  habitat  in  the  region,  and  this  season  two  successful  nests  of  Myrtle  Warblers 
were  observed  by  Allegany  County  birders.  The  outstanding  record  of  the  month  is 
the  Clay-colored  Sparrow  nest  and  three  young  discovered  by  Elizabeth  Brooks  on 
June  15  near  Alfred  in  Allegany  County.  Mrs.  Brooks  states  that  the  nest  and  adults 
were  photographed  by  L.  A.  Deverell,  Clarence  Klingensmith ,  and  Eddy  Foster,  and  also 
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observed  by  Mr#  and  Mrs*  Lou  Burton,  Kate  Palmer,  Irma  Larson,  and  several  otner 
members  of  the  Allegany  County  Bird  Club.  More  details  are  expected  to  be 
published  later  on  this  first  documented  nesting  of  this  very  rare  sparrow  in  the 
Niagara  Frontier  Region. 


Robert  F •  Andrle 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  Mew 
York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

June 

2 ,4-6 

1,1  Red  House  Lake 

Sundell 

II 

4 

1  Bay  View 

Andrle 

II 

6-23 

4  Allegany  Re s . , N . Y . 

Sundell  et  al 

Bl.-cr. Night  Heron 

tl 

1 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Brownstein, Seebers 

It 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Mitchell 

* Brant 

II 

1 

1  Woodlawn 

Bourne 

Blue  Goose 

June 

18  1  Port  Maitland, Ont. 

(possible  escape) 

Andrle , Thill 

Gadwall 

June 

18 

4  Grant  Point, Ont. 

Andrle , Thill 

Pintail 

II 

6 

3  Tonawanda  WMA 

Brownstein 

II 

24 

5  Port  Colborne ,0nt. 

Sundell , Carlson 

Green-winged  Teal 

II 

6 

21  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Brownstein 

It 

18 

2  Grant  Point, Ont. 

Andrle, Thill 

American  Widgeon 

II 

6 

7  Oak  Orchard  area 

Brownstein 

Shove ler 

M 

6 

3  Oak  Orchard  area 

Brownstein 

Redhead 

June 

24 

2  Port  Colborne , Ont. 

Sundell , Carlson 

Common  Merganser 

II 

19 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell 

It 

19 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Mitchell 

ti 

23 

4  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wilcove , Goodman 

II 

29 

6  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtells 

Red-br.  Merganser 

II 

2 

1  Red  House  Lake 

Sundell 

If 

29 

4  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Cooper's  Hawk 

II 

24 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Sundell , Carlson 

Tjrrkey 

II 

10 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

II 

18L 

1  Blott  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle , Thill 

II 

18L 

1  Rockhouse  Et.,0nt. 

Andrle , Thill 

-88- 


Vol.  37 »  No,  7  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Greater  Yellowlegs 

June 

6L 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Brownstein 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

It 

11L 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

*Baird's  Sandpiper 

June 

9 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Dunlin 

It 

18  L 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Andrle ,  Thill 

Semi palm.  Sandpiper 

II 

18  L 

14  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont. 

Andrle ,  Thill 

If 

18  L 

1  Grant  Pt . , Ont • 

Andrle,  Thill 

Sanderling 

June 

18L 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Caspian  Turn 

If 

11 

2  Bay  View 

Bourne 

Black  Tern 

II 

13 

2  Langford 

Me Kales 

Whip-poor-will 

It 

4,9 

4,2  Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

*  Acadian  Flycatcher 

II 

21 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Mitchell 

II 

24 

1  Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Sundell,  Carlson 

If 

27 

1  Gowanda 

Axtells 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

If 

5 

1  Water  Valley 

Bourne 

II 

6 

1  Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Me  Kales 

II 

10 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

June 

16  L 

1  Buffalo 

Wilcove,  Goodman 

Brown  Creeper 

If 

1 

1  Wethersfield 

Moores 

II 

12 

1  Alfred 

Burtons  et  al 

II 

19 

1  Orangeville 

Andrle s, Dodges 

Winter  Wren 

II 

19 

1  Orangeville 

Andrle s, Dodges 

Carolina  Wren 

If 

1-12,13-30 

2,3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Short-b,  Marsh  Wren 

II 

6' 

2  Clarence  ' 

Brownstein 

II 

24 

1  North  Collins 

Bourne 

II 

24 

4  Wainfleet  Bog,  Ont. 

Sundell , Carlson 

Mockingbird 

II 

22 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ft 

24 

1  Dunn  Twp • , Ont . 

Broxmstein  et  al 

II 

27 

1  Versailles 

Axtells 

Swainson's  Thrush 

II 

10,28 

1,1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

It 

3L 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

June 

6 

2  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

6 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Me  Kales 

If 

19,25 

6,6  Farmersville  Twp. 

Andrles 

White-eyed  Vireo 

II 

5 

1  Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

It 

6 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Me Kales 

Nashville  Warbler 

II 

9,16 

1,2  Alfred  .area 

Brooks 

II 

12 

1  Alfred  area 

Burtons 

Cerulean  Warbler 

II 

27 

3  Cattaraugus  Ind. Res. 

Axfcells 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

It 

6l 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Blackpoll  Wnrbler 

If 

1-5L 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Northern  Waterthrush 

If 

15 

1  Boston  Twp. 

Bourne 

•  1 

19 

1  Orangeville 

Andrles, Dodges 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

tt 

4 

1  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

II 

17 

1  Falconer 

Sundell 

Wilson's  Warbler 

II 

2L 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Western  Meadowlark 

II 

6 

1  Barker 

Klabunde  s 

II 

19 

1  Vernal  Cors.,Wyo.  Co, 

Andrle  s 

June 

25L 

1  Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

’’'Orchard  Oriole 

It 

23 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Wilcove , Goodman 

It 

24 

1  Grant  Point, Ont. 

Brownstein 

It 

24 

1  Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Sundell , Carlson 
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*Clay-col.  Sparrow 


White-thr.  Sparrow 


June  1-14,15-20  2,5  Foster  Lake,  Alfred  Klingensmith  et  al 

(2  adults,  N3Y,  June  15-20) 

"  1,2  8,8  Alfred  area  Brooks 

June _ 23  1  Kinney  Swamp,  Bird  sail  Klabundes 


Species,  subspecies 
Additional  specids, 
Total  for  1971s 


and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  244 

subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 3 

24  7 


THE  BIRDS  OF  McCARTY  HILL, 

CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY,  N.Y. 

by  Robert  F.  Andrle 

Situated  1.7  miles  south- southwest  of  Ellicottville ,  in  the  town  of  Great 
Valley,  McCarty  Hill  rises  to  about  2320  feet  above  sea  level  culminating  in  a 
level  and  gently  sipping  tract  which  is  included  in  two  New  York  State  Reforesta¬ 
tion  Areas.  Robert  D.  Coggeshall  first  described  this  locality  (Prothonotary ,  25: 
30-32,  1959)  and  mentioned  some  of  the  birds  and  other  natural  features  to  be 
found  there.  Local  birders  have  visited  the  area  occasionally. 

On  13  and  31  May,  7>  12,  and  25  June,  and  9  July  1965  I  visited  McCarty 
Hill  and  recorded  a  total  of  49  species  of  birds  representing  20  families.  My 
observations  were  confined  to  a  roughly  rectangular  area  about  1300  yards  long  and 
from  400  to  600  yards  wide  extending  on  both  sides  of  the  main  hill  road  from  the 
side  road  to  the  Holimont  Ski  Club  on  the  northwest  to  the  small  woods  side  road 
just  below  the  hill  crest  on  the  Mutton  Hollow  side.  This  area  encompasses  the 
Norway  and  White  Spruce  sections  and  the  pine  plantations  on  the  top  of  the  hill 
but  excludes  the  native  beech-maple  and  mixed  woodlands  that  border  the  ever¬ 
greens,  chiefly  on  the  northern  and  southern  sides.  Pure  spruce  stands  occupy 
about  40  per  cent  of  the  area  with  pure  pine  stands,  some  mixed  pine  and  spruce, 
and  also  mixed  pine  or  spruce  and  deciduous  trees  making  up  the  remainder  of  the 
approximately  150  acres  in  the  tract. 

The  coniferous  trees  in  this  tract  were  planted  in  the  early  and  mid 
1930* s.  They  vary  considerably  in  height  and  density,  the  latter  being  largely 
dependent  on  whether  thinnning  and  pruning  has  been  done.  The  spruces  range 
from  about  35  to  45  feet  tall  with  a  maximum  of  55  feet;  the  pines  are  also 
variable,  but  average  somewhat  less  in  height.  Where  unthinned.  and  unpruned  the 
spruces  are  almost  impenetrable,  but  where  such  operations  have  been  carried  out 
one  can  progress  fairly  easily.  The  pines  are  generally  spaced  so  that  travel 
through  them  is  not  difficult. 

There  are  several  more  or  less  open  old  roadways,  ski-runs,  and  paths 
in  the  tract,  as  well  as  two  large  openings  near  a  ski-tow  and  ski-run  location  in 
the  northeast  part  and  about  the  fire  observation  tower  and  cabin  at  the  main 
road..  Along  the  main  road  edges,  on  and  bordering  the  roadways,  trails,  and 
openings  there  are  grasses,  scattered  shrubs,  thickets,  deciduous  saplings  and 
larger  trees,  and  a  variety  of  herbaceous  plants.  In  some  places,  particularly 
among  the  pines,  there  are  small  clumps  of  deciduous  trees  or  scattered  individuals 
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Light  conditions  within  the  plantations  also  vary  considerably,  ranging 
from  the  heavy  shade  in  the  interior  of  unpruned  and  unthinned  spruces  to  the 
relatively  bright  interior  of  the  pines.  The  evergreens,  especially  the  spruces, 
in  almost  all  parts  of  the  area  have  branches  forming  a  closed  layer  at  middle 
levels.  This  is  conducive  to  moist  and  cool  conditions  in  the  shadier  portions 
where  mosses,  mushrooms,  fungi,  and  lichens  thrive.  The  ground  cover  in  the 
plantations  is  composed  principally  of  evergreen  needles;  in  places  there  are 
variously  sized  beds  of  moss,  and  some  herbaceous  plants  grow  in  spots  where 
more  light  penetrates. 


Bird  species  either  known  or  presumed  to  breed  in  this  tract  are  as 
follows,  the  figure  in  each  instance  being  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  that 
I  calculated  were  in  the  tract  based  on  singing  males  heard,  males  observed,  and 
on  individuals  present  when  determination  by  song  or  sex  was  not  possible. 

An  asterisk  before  a  species  name  means  that  it  was  found  in  the  pure  spruce 
stands.  However,  except  for  the  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  each  of  these  species 
also  occurred  in  the  pines. 


^Blackburnian  Warbler  12 
^Magnolia  Warbler  11 
SSlate-colored  Junco  8 
*Black-capped  Chickadee  7 
*Veery  7 
*Black- throated  Green  Warb.  6 
Indigo  Bunting  5 
Purple  Finch  3 
Chipping  Sparrow  3 
Mourning  Dove  2 


^Golden-crowned  Kinglet  2 

Solitary  Vireo  2 

Mourning  Warbler  2 

Yellowthroat  2 

Rufous- sided  Towhee  5 

*Blue  Jay  4 

* Red-breasted  Nuthatch  4 

*  Robin  4 

Downy  Woodpecker  1 

* Myrtle  Warbler  1 

Song  Sparrow  1 


The  species  listed  below  I  found  near  the  perimeter  of  the  tract,  either 
at  the  edges  or  just  outside  the  borders.  They  occurred  especially  where  there 
are  shrubs  or  deciduous  trees  interspersed  with  the  pines.  It  was  difficult 
to  determine  exactly  where  they  were  nesting,  but  most  were  probably  breeding 
in  the  adjacent  native  deciduous  or  mixed  woodland.  The  figure  indicates  the 
number  of  breeding  pairs. 


Ovenbird  8 
Hermit  Thrush  4 
Red-eyed  Vireo  3 
Wood  Thrush  3 
Scarlet  Tanager  3 
Yellow- shafted  Flicker  2 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher  2 
Black- thr.  Blue  Warbler  2 


Chestnut-sided  Warbler  2 
Hooded  Warbler  2 
American  Redstart  2 
Wood  Pewee  1 
Catbird  1 
Canada  Warbler  1 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  1 
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The  following  species  appeared 
is  possible  that  the  grouse  and  two  or 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 
Red -shouldered  Hawk 
Broad -winged  Hawk 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
Chimney  Swift 
Barn  Swallow 


to  be  visitors  to  the  tract,  although  it 
three  others  were  actually  breeding  in  it. 

Common  Crow 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Starling 

American  Goldfinch 
Field  Sparrow 


The  only  nests  that  I  locatdd  were  those  of  Slate-colored  Junco,  one 
on  7  June  with  five  young  three  to  four  days  old  on  the  ground  in  grass  at  the 

edge  of  a  ditch  bordering  the  main  road,  one  on  12  June  with  five  eggs  on  the 

ground  in  grass  in  a  ski-run,  and  a  third  on  9  July  on  the  ground  in  grass  at  the 

base  of  a  stump  in  a  ski-run.  A  junco  was  building  a  nest  on  the  last  date  along 

the  main  road  ditch.  One  full-grown  young  junco  was  also  seen  on  the  same  date. 
On  9  July  a  female  Red-start  was  feeding  a  nearly  full-grown  young  bird  near  the 
tower,  a  Magnolia  Warbler  was  doing  the  same,  and  a  female  Indigo  Bunting  was 
feeding  two  full-grown  young  birds  across  the  road  from  the  tower.  On  this  date 
there  were  also  many  fully  fledged  young  chickadees  about,  five  or  six  full- 
grown  young  Blue  Jays  southeast  of  the  tower,  and  one  or  two  full-grown  young 
Black- throated  Green  Warblers  east  of  the  tower. 


On  31  May  I  watched  a  Golden- crowned  Kinglet  carrying  nesting  material 
but  could  not  locate  the  nest  and  found  no  further  evidence  of  breeding.  The 
density  of  the  spruces  which  the  kinglets  frequented  made  observation  very 
difficult.  I  saw  and  heard  the  male  Myrtle  Warbler  twice  on  9  July  in  pines  and 
spruces  near  the  tower.  On  7  and  25  June  and  9  July  a  Sharp- shinned  Hawk  flew 
through  the  tract,  indicating  that  possibly  it  was  breeding  not  far  away;  on 
the  second  date  it  was  carrying  a  bird.  The  Broad-winged  Hawk  I  saw  over  the 
tract  on  13  May  could  have  been  a  migrant,  and  the  two  Red-shouldered  Hawks  soar¬ 
ing  above  the  tower  on  12  June  were  probably  nesting  somewhere  in  the  extensive 
native  woodlands.  Indigo  Bunting,  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  Chipping  Sparrow, 

Mourning  Warbler,  Yellowthroat,  and  Song  Sparrow  were  usually  in  the  shrub  and 
sapling  edge  habitat  along  the  main  road  and  the  old  roadways  and  openings. 


The  more  reeent  history  of  the  breeding  birds  in  this  section  of 
McCarty  Hill  probably  initially  involved  breeding  species  in  a  native  deciduous 
or  mixed  forest,  then  a  change  to  those  with  an  affinity  for  more  or  less  open 
field  or  shrubby  pasture-orchard  habitats  as  the  original  forests  in  tHs  tract 
were  removed,  and  finally  to  species  attracted  to  the  artificially-planted 
coniferous  habitat.  These  spruce  and  pine  plantations  at  the  top  of  McCarty  Hill, 
and  elsewhere  in  the  region,  as  their  trees  have  matured,'  have  provided  habitat 
for  new  breeding  species  for  western  New  Y0rk,  namely  Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
and  Myrtle  Warbler.  They  have  also  fostered  an  increase  in  numbers  and  expansion 
in  breeding  range  of  the  uncommon  and  local  Red-breasted  Nuthatch.  Blackburnian 
and  Magnolia  Warblers  have  benefited  from  this  habitat,  and  at  McCarty  Hill 
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attained  a  breeding  density  exceeding  that  of  any  other  species.  About  two- 
thirds  of  the  Magnolia  Warblers  and  about  one-third  of  the  Blackburnians  were  in 
or  at  the  edges  of  the  pure  spruce  stands.  The  presence  of  the  main  road.,  old 
roadways,  ski-runs  and  openings  in  the  tract  insures  that  a  significant  portion 
of  its  breeding  birds  are  nonforest  species.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what 
further  changes  in  the  birdlife  take  place  at  McCarty  Hill  and  similar  areas  in 
the  future  in  view  of  the  fact  that  some  of  these  tracts  are  intended  for 
eventual  timber  harvest  as  well  as  certain  forest  management  practices  designed 
to  prepare  them  for  this  purpose.  I  xtfish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  and 
assistance  in  connection  with  this  study  of  officials  of  the  State  of  New  York 
Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  especially  those  in  the  Division  of 
Lands  and  Forests  District  Office  at  Jamestown. 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

Humboldt  Park,  Buffalo,  14211 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE! 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 
OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Submitted  by  Joseph  Thill,  Chairman 
B.O.S.  Council 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Council  on  December  7th, 
1970  a  number  of  amendments  to  the  present  Constitution  of  the  Society  as  re¬ 
vised  on  May  1st,  1966  were  proposed  and  discussed.  These  amendments  were  sub¬ 
sequently  presented  to  the  membership  at  the  Society's  regular  meeting  on 
January  13th,  1971  at  which  time  a  number  of  them  were  acceptable  to  the 
majority  of  those  present  for  formal  presentation  to  the  membership  on  the 
basis  of  a  new  revision  to  the  Constitution.  Under  the  provisions  of  Article 
XV  of  the  present  Constitution  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  by 
majority  vote  of  the  Fellows  and  Active  Members  present  at  two  consecutive 
meetings  of  the  Society  during  which  the  preposed  amendments  must  be  presented, 
to  the  members  for  discussion  and  approval. 

t  >  •  _  * 

The  following  amendments  will  be  prsented  for  discussion  and  approval 
at  the  regular  B.O.S.  meetings  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  on  September 
22nd  and  October  13th,  1971.  Active  Members  and  Fellows  are  requested  to 
read  them  and  be  present  at  these  meetings  to  vote  affirmatively  or  negatively 
on  the  suggested  changes. 

The  section  of  each  article  to  be  amended  is  presented  as  written  in  the 
present  Constitution  with  the  proposed  revision  in  the  paragraph  immediately 
following. 
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ARTICLE  I 
Name  and  Purpose 


Section  Z,  The  purpose  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Inc.  shall 
be  the  promotion  of  the  scientific  study  of  birds  of  the  territory  defined 
in  Article  XII  of  this  Constitution,  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
sanctuaries  and  active  participation  in  any  other  measures  aimed  at  the 
improvement  of  conditions  affecting  birds. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  The  purpose  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  shall 
be  the  scientific  study  of  birds  particularly  of  the  territory  defined  in 
Article  XII  of  this  Constitution,  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
refuges  and  participation  in  any  other  measures  aimed  at  the  improvement  of 
conditions  of  birds. 


ARTICLE  II 
Membership 


Section  1,  There  shall  be  six  classes  of  membership;  namely,  Honorary 
Members,  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active  Members,  Associate  Members  and 
Corresponding  Members. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  There  shall  be  five  classes  of  membership;  namely,  Hon¬ 
orary  Members,  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Regular  Members  and  Corresponding 
members . 

Section  5»  Active  members  shall  include  charter  members  of  the  Society 
and  such  others  as  shall  be  recommended  by  the  Membership  Committee  from 
the  roster  of  Associate  Members  and  accepted  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Fellows  and  Active  Members  present  at  a  regular  meeting.  The  Membership 
Committee  shall  consider  that  active  participation  in  the  Society's  affairs 
and  the  ability  to  make  reliable  bird  identification  in  the  field  shall  be 
essential  requirements  for  election  to  active  membership. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  This  section  shall  be  deleted. 

Section  6.  Associate  membership  shall  be  open  to  any  person  sixteen  years 
of  age  or  over  who  is  interested  in  the  serious  study  of  ornithology. 
Application  shall  be  made  through  the  Membership  Committee  and  must  be 
passed  by  a  majority  of  the  said  committee  before  submission  to  the  members 
at  a  regular  meeting.  Election  shall  be  by  vote  of  two- thirds  of  all  members 
present  at  such  regular  meeting. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  "Associate  Membership"  shall  be  changed  to  read  "Regular 
Membership"  and  the  paragraph  will  be  under  Section  5  of  the  amended  Consti¬ 
tution.  The  following  sentence  shall  be  added  to  the  paragraph:  "Any  member 
whose  membership  has  terminated  for  any  reason  must  apply  through  the  Member¬ 
ship  Committee  for  reinstatement." 
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ARTICLE  111 
Duties  of  Members 


Section  1.  Inasmuch  as  the  election  of  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active 
Members  and  Associate  Members  is  dependent  upon  their  sympathy  with  the 
Society* s  purpose,  as  defined  in  Article  1,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
member  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  Society’s  work.  It  shall  be  his  duty 
to  make  as  regular  observations  as  possible  and  to  report  in  writing  to  the 
Statisticians  all  records  which  are  of  value. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE;  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  Society's  work.  This  may  include  reporting  observations  to  the 
Statisticians,  attending  and  participating  in  regular  meetings,  leading  and 
attending  field  trips,  engaging  in  individual  research  projects  or  helping  in 
the  research  of  others  and  serving  on  committees  to  assist  in  fulfilling  the 
Society's  purpose. 

ARTICLE  VI 
Duties  of  Officers 

Section  3#  Recording  Secretary.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  the 
minutes  of  the  meetings. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  Add  the  phrase:  "and  report  upon  them." 


ARTICLE  VIII 
Election  of  Council 

Section  1.  The  Council  shall  be  elected  at  the  first  meeting  following  the 
passage  of  ARTICLES  VII,  VIII  and  IX,  by  secret  ballot  of  all  members  present 
at  such  meeting,  after  nomination  from  the  floor.  The  three  members  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  serve  for  three  years,  the  next  highest  for 
two  years,  three  next  highest  for  one  year.  (Literal  copy  from  Constitution  - 
ed.)  Thereafter,  at  the  next  and  succeeding  Annual  Meetings,  the  Nominating 
Committee  shall  propose  three  members  for  a  three  year  terra.  Other  nominations 
can  be  made  from  the  floor,  after  which  the  three  members  receiving  the 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected.  No  elected  member  of  the 
Council  shall,  upon  completion  of  his  terra,  be  eligible  for  membership  on  the 
Council  for  a  period  of  one  fiscal  year.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
Council,  such  vacancy  may  be  immediately  filled  for  the  unexpired  term  by 
appointment  by  the  President  with  Council  approval  or  by  election  at  the  next 
Annual  Meeting. 
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PROPOSED  CHANGE:  At  the  Annual  Meeting,  the  Nominating  Committee  shall  propose 
three  members  for  a  three  year  term  to  replace  those  members  whose  terms  of 
office  are  expiring  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  which  the  said  meeting  is  held. 
Other  nominations  may  be  made  from  the  floor,  after  which  the  three  members  re¬ 
ceiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected.  No  elected  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  shall,  upon  completion  of  his  term,  be  eligible  for  member¬ 
ship  on  the  Council  for  a  period  of  one  fiscal  year.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  Council,  such  vacancy  may  be  immediately  filled  by  the  President  with 
Council  approval  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting  at  which  time  the  said  vacancy 
will  be  formally  filled  by  election  for  the  unexpired  term. 


ARTICLE  IX 


Duties  of  Council 


Section  2.  The  Council  shall  have  the  sole  responsibility  for  making  any 
decision  relating  to  the  management  of  any  sanctuaries  owned  or  controlled  by 
the  Society  and  of  any  publications  issued  by  the  Society.  The  Council  shall 
act  generally  as  a  guide  for  the  Society* s  smooth  operation  and  in  an  advisory 
capacity  to  the  officers.  In  this  connection  it  may  request  the  presence  of 
the  editor  of  The  Prothonotary,  the  Chairman  of  the  Refuge  Committee  or  any 
other  member  at  its  meetings. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  The  Council  shall  have  the  sole  responsibility  for  making 
any  decision  relating  to  the  management  of  any  property  owned  or  controlled 
by  the  Society  and  to  the  publication  of  any  printed  material  issued  by  the 
Society.  The  Councill  shall  act  generally  as  a  guide  to  the  Society’s  smooth 
operation  and  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the  officers.  In  this  connection  it 
may  request  the  presence  of  the  Editor  of  The  Prothonotary,  the  chairmen  of 
the  several  committees  or  any  other  member  at  its  meetings.  The  Council 
shall  have  the  authority  to  terminate  membership  in  the  Society  of  any 
person  for  any  activities  determined  by  it  to  be  detrimental  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Society. 


ARTICLE  X 


Committees 


Section  1.  There  shall  be  eight  standing  committees;  namely,  Membership, 

Program,  Conservation,  Publicity,  Budget,  Research,  Refuge  and  Auditing. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  Deletion  of  the  x-jord  'Conservation*  and  addition  of  the 
word  'Nominating';  substitution  of  the  word  'Property'  for  'Refuge*. 

Section  2.  Membership.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  three 
or  more  Fellows  or  Active  Members  appointed  by  the  President  who  shall  name 
one  to  act  as  chairman.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  interview  prospective 
members,  explain  to  them  the  purposes  of  the  Society  and  the  qualifications  and 
duties  of  members,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  11,  Section  2, 
6  and  7,  shall  propose  for  Honorary,  Active  or  Corresponding  membership  such 
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persons  as  they  shall  approve.  In  accordance  with  Article  11,  Section  5» 
the  Committee  may  recommend  elevation  to  Active  Member  such  Associate  Members 
they  consider  qualified. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE;  The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  or  more 
Fellows  or  Regular  Members  appointed  by  the  President  who  shall  name  one  to 
act  as  Chairman.  The  Membership  Committee  shall  interview  prospective  mem¬ 
bers,  explain  to  them  the  purpose  of  the  Society  and  the  qualifications  and 
duties  of  members  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  11,  Sections 
2,  5  and  6,  shall  propose  for  Honorary,  Regular  or  Corresponding  membership 
such  persons  as  they  shall  approve. 

Section  4.  Conservation,  The  Conservation  Committee  shall  consist  of  three 
or  more  members  appointed  by  the  President  who  shall  name  one  to  act  as 
chairman.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Conservation  Committee  to  keep  the 
Society  informed  at  all  times  of  any  developments  in  matters  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  affecting  the  welfare  of  birds,  particularly  of  a  legislative 
nature.  The  Committee  shall  submit  such  matters  to  the  Society  with  its 
recommendations  for  suggested  action. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  This  section  shall  be  deleted. 

Section  5.  Publicity.  The  Publicity  Committee  shall  consist  of  one  or 
more  members  appointed  by  the  President  xtfho  shall  name  one  to  act  as  chair¬ 
man.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Publicity  Committee  to  secure  such  pub¬ 
licity  as  is  constructive  and  best  calculated  to  maintain  the  Society's  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  scientific  organization  militantly  interested  in  the  preservation 
of  bird  life. 

PROPOSED  CHANGES  Deletion  of  the  phrase:  "militantly  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  bird  life." 

Section  10.  Refuge  Committee.  The  Refuge  Committee  shall  consist  of  three 
or  more  members  appointed  by  the  President  who  shall  name  one  to  act  as  chair¬ 
man,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Refuge  Committee  to  administer  the  sanctuary 
of  the  Society  according  to  the  policy  set  forth  by  the  Council. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE;  Property  Committee.  The  Property  Committee  shall  consist  of 
three  or  more,  members  appointed  by  the  President  who  shall  name  one  to  act  as 
chairman.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  administer  the  refuges  and 
other  properties  of  the  Society  according  to  the  policy  set  forth  by  the 
Council. 

ARTICLE  XIII 
Dues 

Section  2.  Dues  for  Corresponding  Members  shall  be  $2.50  per  year. 
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PROPOSED  CHANGE:  Dues  for  Corresponding  Members  shall  be  the  cost  of  a  sub¬ 
scription  to  The  Prothonotary  and  $1.00  per  year. 

Section  3.  Dues  for  all  other  members  shall  be  $4,00  per  year  except  that 
dues  for  second  and  succeeding  members  in  the  same  household  shall  be  $2,50 
per  year, 

PROPOSED  ORANGE;  Dues  for  all  other  members  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Council. 

ARTICLE  XIV 
Publications 


Section  1,  The  Society  may  at  various  times,  either  regularly  or  at  indefinite 
intervals,  issue  publications. 

PROPOSED  CHAWGEt  The  Society  shall  publish  a  regular  publication  called 
The  Prothonotary  and  may  at  various  times  issue  other  publications. 

Section  2.  Subscription  to  such  publications  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Council. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  The  cost  of  subscription  to  The  Prothonotary  and  of  other 
publications  shall  be  determined  by  the  Council. 

Section  3.  The  editorial  board  of  such  publication  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Council. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  There  shall  be  an  editor  of  The  Prothonotary  and  an  editorial 
board  of  three  or  more  members  appointed  by  the  said  editor  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Council. 


ARTICLE  XV 
The  Constitution 


Section  1.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  by  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  Fellows  and  Active  Members  present  at  a  regular  meeting. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE:  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  shall  be  by  vote  of  a  majority 
of  the  Fellows  and  Regular  Members  present  at  a  regular  meeting. 
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A  Nesting  Record  of  the  Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  Allegany  County 

A  pair  of  Clay-colored  Sparrows  (Spizella  pallida)  returned  to  the 
Scotch  Pine  Christmas  tree  plantation  adjacent  to  Foster  Lake  in  Alfred,  N.Y. 
where  they  had.  been  studied  the  year  before  (see  KINGBIRD  Vol.  XXI,  No.  2, 
p.  68).  The  first  observation  of  the  male  this  year  was  on  May  11  and  the 
female's  presence  was  positively  noted  on  May  24.  The  pair  was  studied  regu¬ 
larly  during  May  and  early  June.  The  buzzy  song,  varying  from  two  notes  to  up 
to  nine  notes,  was  heard  almost  daily.  The  Chippy-sized  birds  with  their  dis¬ 
tinctly  striped  crowns,  dusty  brown  cheek  patch,  and  plain  gray  breast  were 
observed  and/ or  photographed  by  several  members  of  the  Allegany  County  Bird 
Club  including  Gertrude  Bayliss,  Lou  and  Doris  Burton,  Larry  Deverell,  Eddy 
Foster,  Louise  Gibson,  Irma  Larson,  Clarence  Klingensmith  and  Katherine  Palmer. 

After  a  painstaking,  somex-jhat  frustrating  2-week  search  of  approximately 
four  acres  of  Scotch  Pine  trees  interspersed  vjith  several  bramble  thickets 
and  meadow  grass,  the  nest  containing  three  young  was  finally  located  on  June 15 » 
The  nest  was  about  two  feet  off  the  ground  and  close  to  the  trunk  in  a  five 
foot  tall  Scotch  Pine,  The  activity  of  the  adults  as  they  cared  for  the  young 
birds  was  observed  daily  from  June  15  until  June  20  when  the  nest  was  found  empty 
but  the  adults  were  seen  nearby  and  the  fledglings  heard  calling  in  the  Scotch 
Pine  undergrowth. 

The  male  has  continued  to  sing  this  summer  in  the  same  area  and  was 
still  present  at  this  writing  on  July  22,  1971* 

Elizabeth  W,  Brooks,  Alfred  Station,  N.Y. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M,  in  the 
Society's  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Oct.  13  -  Annual  Meeting  -  Election  of  officers.  Program:  Birds  of  Texas 
presented  by  B.O.S.  members  Paul  Benham  and  Walter  Klabunde. 
Illustrated  with  slides. 

Oct.  27  -  Report  of  Research  Committee,  Dr.  Blake  Reeves. 

Report  of  October  Bird  Count.  Dr.  Walter  Klabunde. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Oct.  10  -  October  Bird  Count.  Walter  Klabunde,  leader.  Contact  leader  at 
754-4424  for  assignment  of  territories. 


-99- 


Vol.  37,  Mo.  7  "Program-  Field  Trips"  cont. 


Oct.  23  -  25  -  Field  trip  to  Hawk  Cliff,  Port  Stanley,.  Ontario  for  Golden 

Eagle,  Goshawk  and  other  raptors.  Walter  Klabunde,  leader, 
contact  at  754-4424  for  details. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  'Mr*  and  Mrs.  Willard  Me Kale,  89  Larch  Rd., 
Eggertsville ,  M . Y . ,  14226 • 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257. 
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Average  temperature  in  July  was  68.7°  F.  (1.1°  below  the  mean)  and  total 
precipitation  was  4.5  inches  (1.93  above  normal)  according  to  the  U.S.  National 
Weather  Services  station  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.  Although 
total  rainfall  was  high,  a  considerable  proportion  fell  during  very  short  periods, 
particularly  on  the  weekend  of  the  24th,  and  so  there  were  some  fairly  dry  spells 
during  the  month.  Except  for  some  nesting  mortality  owing  to  the  periods  of 
heavy  rain,  there  were  no  unusual  weather  conditions  affecting  birds  during  July. 

The  Ring-necked  Duck  at  Barcelona  was  an  exceptional  summer  occurrence, 
and  there  was  an  above  normal  number  of  other  diving  ducks  recorded  summering  in 
the  region.  Shorebirds  arrived  in  normal  numbers,  a  few  species  unusually  early, 
with  by  far  the  largest  concentration  near  mid-month  on  the  algae  washed  in  at 
Waverly  Beach  on  Lake  Erie.  There  on  the  18 th  John  Black,  Daniel  Salisbury, 
and  Paul  Benham  discovered  a  Curlew  Sandpiper  in  nuptial  plumage,  the  third  (and 
possibly  the  second  if  the  previous  two  occurrences  were  of  the  same  individual) 
record  of  this  Asian  shorebird  for  the  region.  The  bird  was  studied  by  several 
birders  and  photographed  on  the  18th  and  19th  as  it  fed  among  flocks  totaling 
at  least  700  shorebirds  (including  over  500  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  and  about 
70  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  30  Short-billed  Dowitchers  and  5  Stilt  Sandpipers).  A 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  was  also  reported  to  be  in  this  locality. 

Two  additional  locations  for  Acadian  Flycatcher  -  off  France  Brook  Rd.  in 
Allegany  State  Park  and  on  Point  Abino,  where  an  occupied  nest  was  discovered, 
brings  to  four  the  number  of  sites  in  the  region  where  this  rare  flycatcher  has 
been  found  this  season.  It  is  likely  that  the  pair  of  White-eyed  Vireos  noted 
in  dense  thickets  on  the  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation  were  breeding.  Although 
individuals  of  this  species  have  occasionally  been  seen  during  the  breeding 
season,  no  nests  have  been  found  in  the  region  for  about  a  half  century. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 
Buffalo  luseurn  of  Science 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 
Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 
Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  19&5)  has  been  received  and  placed  in 


Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Sundell,  Elderkin  et  al 
Iroquois  NWR  Zehr  et  al 

Lake  View  (Immature)  Bourne 
Barcelona  Sundell 

Athol  Springs  Bourne 

Morgans  Pt.,Ont.  Andrle,  Thill 
Waverly  Beach, Ont.  Andrle  et  al 
Mayville 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 


the  permanent  files 

of  the 

B.O.S. 

Common  Loon 

July 

24 

1 

Common  Egret 

If 

3 

1 

Bl.cr. Night  Heron 

If 

20 

1 

Ring-necked  Duck 

July 

19 

1 

Lesser  Scaup 

If 

14 

1 

VV 

18 

1 

•  1 

19 

1 

ff 

30 

2 

Common  Goldeneye 

ii 

13 

1 

It 

24 

1 

Bufflehead 

July 

24 

1 

’  ’.Red-br^  •  Merg;afusorr 

19 

4 

1 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

July 

4 

1 

ft 

24 

2 

91 

29 

4 

Whimbrel 

19 

24 

2 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

July 

4F 

2 

99 

13 

2 

91 

15 

1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

99 

22F 

2 

Lesser  YelloxYLegs 

99 

4F 

9 

ft 

13 

1 

99 

19 

38 

Knot 

July 

24F 

1 

ft 

30 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

July  4F,11 

1.2 

99 

13 

1 

99 

13 

3 

Least  Sandpiper 

99 

4F 

2 

99 

4F 

4 

•  9 

6 

2 

* Curlew  Sandpiper 

99 

18,19 

1 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

ft 

12F 

1 

II 

19 

18 

Sundell 
Andrle,  Byron 
Rockhouse  Pt,,  Ont.  Elderkin, Sundell  et  al 
Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont.  Elderkin, Sundell  et  al 
FortwEri'e,  Ont rr own stein,  Benham 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont.  Brownstein, Salisbury 
Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont.  Elderkin  et  al 
Prendergast  Pt.  Carlsons 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont.  Elderkin, Sunde 11, et  al 
St.  Davids,  Ont.  Brownstein,  Salisbury 

Prendergast  Pt.  Carlsons 

Hamburg  Bourne 

Hamburg  Town  Park  Bourne 


Langford  Pond 


Bourne 


Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont,  Elderkin, Sundell  et  al 
Langford  Pond  Bourne 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Brownstein 
Erie  Beach,  Ont.  Andrle,  Byron 
Prendergast  Pt.  Carlsons 
Roc  khouse  Pt • , Ont .  Brownstein , Sali sbury 
St.  Dgvids,Ont.  Brownstein, Salisbury 
Hamburg  Town  Park  Bourne 
Waverly  Beach, Ont.  Andrle  et  al 
Hamburg  Town  Park  Bourne 
18  Waverly  Beach,  Ont.  Mitchell, Zehr 
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* Stilt  Sandpiper 

July 

13F 

3  Prendergast  Pt. 

Carlsons 

II 

15 

3  Yacht  Harbor, Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

Semi palm.  Sandpiper 

II 

11F 

3  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Brownstein 

II 

11F 

2  Prendergast  Pt. 

Carlsons 

II 

14 

1  Hamburg  Town  Pk. 

Bourne 

It 

17 

12  Wood lawn 

Bourne 

II 

19 

250  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Mitchell , Zehr 

Sander ling 

fl 

17F 

3  Woodlawn 

Bourne 

II 

19 

6  Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Mitchell, Zehr 

*Wilson*s  Phalarope 

II 

26  F 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Gr.Black-b,  Gull 

II 

4 

1  Stromness,0nt . 

Brownstein, Salisbury 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

4 

1  Stromne ss, Ont. 

Brownstein , Sali sbury 

II 

13 

1  Bay  View 

Andrle 

II 

13 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

II 

19 

1  Barcelona 

S7ndell 

Black  Tern 

ft 

6,13  200,325  Erie  Beach,  0nt. 

Andrle , Byron 

Long-eared  Owl 

fl 

10 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Whip-poor-will 

ft 

2 

1  Versailles 

.Axtells 

Red-bell.  Woodpecker 

•  I 

10 

1  Eden  (found  dead  on  road)  Bourne 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

It 

5 

1  Tonawanda  Ind.Res. 

Axtells 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

ft 

2 

1  Gowanda 

Axtells 

•  I 

4 

1  Allegany  State  Park  Axtells 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

It 

30,31 

1,1  Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew, Ulrich 

Bank  Shallow 

•» 

2 

400  Cattaraugus  Creek 

Axtells 

(one  colony) 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

II 

4 

2  Farmersville  Twp, 

Andrle 

II 

18 

5  Allenberg  Bog 

Mitchell  et  al 

Brown  Creeper 

It 

4 

1  Farmersville  Twp. 

Andrle 

Winter  Wren 

It 

10 

1  Gas  Springs, Alleg. 

Co.  Klingensmith 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

II 

18 

2  Bertie  Twp., Ont. 

Kikta 

(one  immature) 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

If 

4 

7  Farmersville  Twp. 

Andrle 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

II 

15 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

II 

20 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

White -eyed . Vireo 

II 

2 

2  Cattaraugus  Ind.Res.  Axtells 

(one  pair) 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

It 

3 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Zehr  et  al 

Northern  Wa ter thrush 

It 

9 

1  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

Clay-col.  Sparrow 

If 

1-22 

1  Foster  Lake,  Alfred  Brooks 

White-thr •  Sparrow 

July 

4 

2  Allegany  State  Park  Axtells 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  256 

Additional  species, 

subspecies  and 

hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  3 

Total  for  1971s 

259 

-103- 


Vol.  37,  No.  8 


ERRATUM 


Vol.  37,  July  1971  No.  7,  Pg.  90 

* Clay-col.  Sparrow  June  1—14,15—20  2,5  Foster  Lake , Alfred  Klingen smith,  et  al 

should  read : 

* Clay- col.  Sparrow  June  1-14,15-20  2,5  Foster  Lake, Alfred  Brooks, Klingensmith, 

et  al 

BIRD  BANDING  AT  FARMERSVILLE  STATION  IN  1970 

By  Donald  F •  Clark 

This  report  summarizes  the  bird  banding  activities  at  a  private  refuge  for 
the  year  1970.  This  46  acre  refuge  is  located  in  Farmersville  Township  of 
Cattaraugus  County  in  New  Y0rk  State.  The  exact  point  is  latitude  422  and 
longitude  0782.  On  a  road  map,  it  is  approximately  one  mile  south  of  Farmers¬ 
ville  Station  on  Hicks  Road. 

The  locale  is  one  of  scrub  land,  swamp  and  woods  nestled  in  a  hollow  of  the 
Allegheny  foothills.  The  surrounding  land  is  mainly  farmlands  or  recently 
abandoned  farms.  There  are  three  artificial  ponds  totaling  about  five  and  one- 
half  acres  on  the  refuge.  In  addition,  a  constantly  flowing  stream  bisecting 
the  property  has  had  numerous  beaver  ponds  established  in  recent  years.  Much  of 
this  area  has  become  swampy  in  nature. 

About  ten  acres  of  the  refuge  is  made  up  of  fair  sized  trees.  These  are 
predominently  sugar  and  red  maple,  black  cherry,  gray  birch,  white  ash  and  dead 
elm  trees.  Five  acres  are  in  meadow  and  garden  plots.  The  balance  of  the 
property  is  covered  with  scrub  growth  plus  pine  and  spruce  plantings. 

This  description  has  introduced  my  resume  each  year  for  the  past  few  years. * 
During  this  period  of  time  noticeable  changes  have  taken  place.  The  evergreen 
plantings  now  range  from  two  foot  spruce  to  fourteen  foot  Scotch  Pine  windbreaks. 
The  cattle  have  been  fenced  out  of  the  woodlot.  This  has  permitted  the  under¬ 
story  to  develop.  The  area  has  changed  from  a  "park-like"  region  to  a  dense 
growth  of  young  trees  and  shrubs.  The  Indigo  Buntings  and  Chestnut- sided 
Warblers  that  were  so  common  five  years  ago  are  rarely  seen  or  heard  anymore. 

During  the  past  few  years  literally  hundreds  of  small  farm  ponds  have 
been  constructed  in  the  surrounding  area.  In  addition,  seven  good  sized  lakes 
have  been  established  as  part  of  a  watershed  flood  control.  Since  these  ponds 
have  been  built,  we  have  experienced  far  fewer  water  fowl  on  our  jhonds.  The 
Wood  Duck  continue  to  nest  regularly  in  our  boxes  but  do  not  loaf  and  feed  on  our 
own  ponds  as  frequently. 

New  buildings  and  roads  (we  plan  to  move  permanently  to  the  refuge  in  a 
few  years)  have  necessitated  changing  net  lanes.  The  trees  and  shrubs  have  grown 
in  height,  so  that  the  whole  character  of  the  refuge  haschanged..  Correspondingly, 
our  records  show  considerable  difference  in  the  numbers  and  species  of  birds 
caught  in  specific  net  sites. 

*See  Prothonotary  38:91  (1970) 
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Vol.  37,  No.  8 

Summary  of  1970  Banding  Totals  by  Species; 


1  Spotted  Sandpiper 

2  Black-billed  Cuckoo 
1  Screech  Owl 

1  Saw-whet  Owl 

5  Yellow-shafter  Flicker 

2  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
18  Hairy  Woodpecker 

51  Downy  Woodpecker 

1  Eastern  Kingbird 

2  Great  crested  Flycatcher 

12  Eastern  Phoebe 

1  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

3  Traill's  Flycatcher 

2  Least  Flycatcher 

2  Eastern  Wood  Peweee 
42  Tree  Shallow 

13  Rough-winged  Swallow 
7  Barn  Swallow 

41  Blue  Jay 

93  Black- capped  Chickadee 

3  Tufted  Titmouse 

14  White-breasted  Nuthatch 

2  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

5  Brown  Creeper 

6  House  Wren 

52  Catbird 

5  Brown  Thrasher 
27  Robin 
5  Wood  Thrush 

1  Hermit  Thrush 

4  Swainson's  Thrush 

3  C-ray-cheeked.  Thrush 

7  Veery 

2  Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

15  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
1  Cedar  Waxwing 

1  Northern  Shrike 
22  Starling 

1  Yellow-throated  Vireo 

1  Solitary  Vireo 

2  Red-eyed  Vireo 

1  Philadelphia  Virewo 
1  Warbling  Vireo 
1  Black  and  White  Warbler 
1  Prothonotary  Warbler 


1530  Birds  Banded 


3  Blue-winged  Warbler 

1  Brewster's  Warbler 

14  Tennessee  Warbler 

2  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
9  Nashville  Warbler 

15  Yellow  Warbler 
17  Magnolia  Warbler 

3  Cape  May  Warbler 

1  Black- throated  Blue  Warbler 
211  Myrtle  Warbler 

6  Black-throated  green  Warbler 
6  Chestnut- sided  Warbler 
15  Blackpoll  Warbler 
1  Palm  Warbler 
1  Ovenbird 

4  Northern  Waterthrush 

3  Mourning  Warbler 
12  Yellowthroat 

1  Hooded  Warbler 
15  Wilson's  'Warbler 

2  Canada  Warbler 

4  American  Redstart 

11  Red-winged  Blackbird 

5  Baltimore  Oriole 

1  Rusty  Elackbird 
14  Common  Grackle 

2  Scarlet  Tanager 

12  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

1  Indigo  Bunting 

2  Evening  Grosbeak 

6  Purple  Finch 
1  Pine  Siskin 

14  American  Goldfinch 
9  Rufous- sided  Towhee 
1  Savannah  Sparrow 
99  Slate-colored  Junco 
197  Tree  Sparrow 
14  Chipping  Sparrow 
73  Field  Sparrow 

6  White-fcrowned  Sparrow 
8  White-throated  Sparrow 
4  Fox  Sparrow 

4  Lincoln's  Sparroxtf 

7  Swamp  Sparrow 
180  Song  Sparrow 


90  Different  Species 
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Vol.  37 »  N0.  8  "Bird  Banding  In  Farmer sville  Station"  cont. 
The  ten  most  commonly  banded  species: 


Total  1966  1967  1968  1969 

to  date  6  months 


1970 


Tree  Sparrow 

807 

60 

Song  Sparrow 

582 

75 

Myrtle  Warbler 

455 

B.  C.  Chickadee 

386 

49 

S.  C.  Junco 

348 

40 

Field  Sparrow 

281 

53 

Catbird 

2  76 

37 

W.  T.  Sparrow 

253 

Blue  Jay 

227 

Robin 

204 

33 

R.  W,  Blackbird 

Common  Grackle 

31 

Downy  Woodpecker 

24 

R,  C.  Kinglet 

Tree  Shallow 

Starling 

House  Wren 

Wood  Duck 

18 

(2) 

147 

(1) 

198 

(1) 

(1) 

101 

(2) 

106 

(3) 

150 

(2) 

(4) 

58 

(6) 

79 

(4) 

(5) 

60 

(8) 

(3) 

74 

(5) 

(6) 

53 

(8) 

65 

(7) 

76 

(3) 

51 

(9) 

(7) 

71 

(4) 

56 

(7) 

66 

(6) 

(8) 

68 

(5) 

(9) 

50 

(10) 

51  (10) 

52  (9) 

(10) 


205 

(1) 

197 

(2) 

120 

(2) 

180 

(3) 

50 

(9) 

211 

(1) 

107 

(4) 

93 

(5) 

118 

(3) 

99 

(4) 

48 

(10) 

73 

(6) 

69 

(?) 

52 

(7) 

91 

(5) 

74 

(6) 

41 

(10) 

51 

(8) 

55 

(8) 

42 

(9) 

Only  four  species  have  remained  in  the  "top  ten"  for  all  five  years.  Of 
interest  is  the  fact  that  they  have  been  very  consistant  in  their  position  on  the 
list.  Also  of  note  is  the  loss  of  the  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Common  Grackle 
and  Robin  from  the  list  during  the  later  years. 


The  years  1968,  1969  and  1970  are  most  alike  in  actual  dates  of  banding. 

In  each  year,  two  weeks  Ttfere  spent  at  the  refuge  during  the  spring  migration 
and  one  week  during  fall  migration.  The  past  year  was  most  unpredictable 
weatherwise.  Migrations  did  not  coincide  accurately  with  vacations  as  desired. 
In  addition  to  vacation  time,  banding  was  done  on  all  but  a  few  weekends 
throughout  the  entire  year. 


Record  of  species  banded  at  the  refuges 


Year 

Species  banded 
during  the  year 

1966 

54 

1967 

83 

1968 

80 

1969 

83 

1970 

90 

New  species  Total  species 


the  year 

to  date 

54 

54 

30 

84 

11 

95 

5 

100 

10 

110 
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Vol.  37,  NO.  8  "Bird  Banding  in  Farmersville  Station"  cont. 


Summary  of  Banding;  at  the 


Species 

Wood  duck 
Sharp- shinned  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
American  Woodcock 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
Black-billed  Cuckoo 
Screech  Owl 
Saw- whet  Owl 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Yellow- shafted  Flicker 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Eastern  Kingbird 
Great-crested  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Phoebe 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 
Traill's  Flycatcher 
Least  Flycatcher 
Unidentified  Empldonax 
Eastern  Wood  Pewee 
Olive- sided  Flycatcher 
Tree  Swallow 
Bank  Swallow 
Rough-winged  Swallow 
Barn  Swallow 
Cliff  Shallow 
Blue  Jay 

Black-capped  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
House  Wren 
Winter  Wren 
Catbird 

Brown  Thrasher 
Robin 

Wood  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 


refuge  to  date : 


1966 

1967 

1968 

18 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

9 

18 

12 

24 

25 

28 

1 

2 

3 

2 

10 

10 

13 

1 

3 

4 

14 

8 

17 

2 

6 

1 

12 

27 

6 

9 

4 

41 

17 

44 

51 

49 

58 

79 

9 

5 

10 

1 

4 

2 

7 

52 

22 

1 

37 

53 

65 

5 

6 

6 

33 

71 

35 

2 

10 

4 

9 

5 

1969 

1970 

Total 

21 

1 

1 

6 

13 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

13 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

5 

18 

6 

2 

12 

12 

18 

69 

32 

51 

160 

1 

4 

1 

2 

8 

14 

12 

59 

1 

2 

7 

3 

31 

7 

2 

34 

2 

4 

2 

12 

1 

55 

42 

136 

13 

19 

30 

13 

52 

31 

7 

83 

2 

2 

74 

41 

227 

107 

93 

386 

3 

3 

23 

14 

6l, 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

15 

13 

6 

100 

1 

2 

69 

52 

276 

3 

5 

25 

38 

27 

204 

4 

5 

25 

4 

1 

19 
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Vol.  37,  No.  8  "Bird  Banding  in  F^rmersville  Station"  cont. 
Summary  of  banding  continued; 


Species  1966 

Swainson's  Thrush  1 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  2 

Veer y  5 

Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet  3 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  1 

Cedar  Waxwing  3 

Northern  Shrike 

Starling  4 

fellow-throated  Vireo 
Solitary  Vireo 

Red-eyed  Vireo  2 

Philadelphia  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 


Black  and  White  Warbler 
Prothonotary  Warbler 
Golden-winged  Warbler 
Blue-winged  Warbler 
Brewster’s  Warbler 


Tennessee  Warbler  1 

Orange -crowned  Warbler 
Nashville  Warbler  6 

Parula  W9rbler 

Yellow  Warbler  3 

Magnolia  Warbler  2 

Cape  May  Warbler 

Black- throated  Blue  Warbler 

Myrtle  Warbler  4 

Black- throated  Green  Warbler 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler  4 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

Palm  Warbler  1 

Ovenbird 

Northern  Waterthrush  1 

Mourning  Warbler 
Yellowthroat  8 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 
Hooded  Warbler 

Wilson's  Warbler  2 

Canada  Warbler  1 

American  Redstart 
House  Sparrow 

Red-winged  Blackbird  1? 

Baltimore  Oriole  2 

Rusty  Blackbird  1 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

4 

15 

1 

2 

2 

3 

10 

20 

22 

5 

7 

59 

1 

3 

2 

6 

4 

12 

4 

2 

25 

37 

50 

39 

15 

142 

5 

19 

26 

1 

54 

1 

1 

51 

24 

16 

22 

11? 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

7 

9 

2 

23 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

11 

7 

3 

29 

1 

1 

2 

6 

7 

14 

30 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

18 

6 

9 

42 

1 

1 

19 

22 

32 

15 

91 

16 

10 

20 

17 

65 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

1 

40 

150 

50 

211 

4  55 

5 

10 

6 

21 

10 

11 

3 

6 

34 

l 

1 

10 

29 

15 

54 

1 

6 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

4 

4 

21 

4 

3 

6 

3 

16 

20 

23 

26 

12 

89 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16 

20 

25 

15 

78 

4 

8 

13 

2 

28 

6 

18 

20 

4 

48 

5 

5 

56 

66 

28 

11 

178 

16 

15 

12 

5 

50 

2 

6 

4 

1 

14 
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Vol.  37,  No.  8  "Bird  Banding  in  Farmer sville  Station"  cont. 
Summary  of  banding  continued: 


Species 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Total 

Common  Grackle 

31 

1  68 

29 

32 

14 

174 

Brown-headed  Coitfbird 

11 

10 

3 

24 

Scarlet  Tanager 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Cardinal 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

5 

8 

12 

8 

12 

45 

Indigo  Bunting 

2 

3 

1 

6 

Evening  Grosbeak 

7 

9 

2 

18 

Purple  Finch 

1 

4 

4 

6 

15 

Common  Redpoll 

1 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

1 

1 

American  Goldfinch 

3 

21 

10 

18 

14 

66 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

4 

8 

5 

9 

26 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

1 

2 

Vesper  Sparroitf 

3 

1 

4 

Slate -colored  Junco 

40 

31 

60 

118 

99 

348 

Tree  Sparrow 

60 

147 

198 

205 

197 

807 

Chipping  Sparrow 

6 

4 

6 

14 

30 

Field  Sparrow 

53 

33 

74 

48 

73 

281 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

2 

5 

20 

12 

6 

45 

White-throated  Sparrow 

3 

76 

45 

91 

38 

253 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

8 

2 

4 

15 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

17 

17 

8 

4 

46 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

9 

10 

7 

7 

37 

Song  Sparrow 

75 

101 

106 

120 

180 

582 

Totals 

588 

1333 

1652 

1690 

1530 

6793 

Total  species 

54 

83 

80 

83 

90 

110 

Banding  Returns  in  1970: 


During  1970  the  following  numbers  of  individual  birds  were  recaptured 
more  than  ninety  days  after  the  previous  handling. 


11  Hairy  Woodpecker 
29  Downy  Woodpecker 
9  Blue  Jay 
1  Starling 

6  Red-winged  Blackbird 
3  Baltimore  Oriole 
1  Common  Grackle 
17  Tree  Sparrow 
13  Song  Sparrow 
1  Rufous- sided  Towhee 

Totals:  181  Returns  of  19  different 


1  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
1  Tree  Swallow 
4  Yellow  Warbler 
8  Catbird 

6  House  Wren 

7  White-breasted  Nuthatch 
59  Black-capped  Chickadee 

3  Veer y 
1  Robin 


species. 
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Vol.  37,  No.  8  "Bird  Banding  in  Farmer sville  Station"  cont. 


Banding  Returns  to  date: 


Species 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Total 

American  Woodcock 

1 

1 

Yellow- shafted  Flicker 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

8 

8 

13 

11 

40 

Downy  Woodpecker 

19 

18 

29 

29 

95 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

1 

1 

Blue  Jay 

5 

7 

7 

9 

28 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

39 

35 

57 

59 

190 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

5 

3 

6 

7 

21 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

2 

1 

4 

House  Wren 

1 

2 

6 

6 

15 

Catbird 

7 

8 

6 

8 

29 

Robin 

2 

5 

4 

1 

12 

Veery 

5 

4 

3 

12 

Starling 

2 

1 

3 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

1 

2 

3 

Yellow  Warbler 

1 

3 

4 

8 

Che  stnut- sided  Warbler 

1 

1 

Yellowthroat 

1 

1 

American  Redstart 

1 

1 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

3 

10 

5 

6 

24 

Baltimore  Oriole 

1 

4 

3 

8 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

1 

Common  Grackle 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

3 

3 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

2 

1 

3 

Slate-colored  Junco 

1 

1 

Tree  Sparrow 

15 

24 

35 

17 

91 

Field  Sparrow 

6 

4 

2 

12 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

9 

14 

13 

13 

49 

Total 

127 

157 

209 

181 

674 

Species 

19 

24 

25 

19 

32 

Age  of  birds  caught  as 

"Returns" 

in  1970: 

Species 

Known 

4 

minimum 

3 

age  in 
2 

years 

1 

Total  birds 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

4 

2 

5 

11 

Downy  Woodpecker 

4 

1 

6 

16 

27 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

1 

Blue  Jay 

1 

3 

3 

2 

9 
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Vol.  37 t  No*  8  "Bird  Banding  in  Farmer sville  Station"  cont. 


Age  of  birds  caught  as  "Returns"  in  1970:  cont. 
Species 


Black-capped  Chickadee 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
House  Wren 
Catbird 
Robin 
Veery 
Starling 
Yellow  Warbler 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
Baltimore  Oriole 
Common  Grackle 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
Rufous- sided  Towhee 
Tree  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 

Totals 

Band  Recoveries  for  1970 

The  recoveries  were  received  from  the  Bird  Banding  Office  in  1970. 

Both  were  from  locations  other  than  the  refuge  but  itfere  from  near  by  areas. 

Blue  Jay: 

Band  number  983-28144:  Banded  as  an  immature  on  December  13 »  1969  at  the 
refuge.  It  was  found  dead  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Warner  at  Farmersville  Station,  N.Y. 
during  the  first  ten  days  of  January  1970.  The  location  of  the  recovery  was 
about  one  mile  north  of  the  refuge. 

Baltimore  Oriole : 

Band  Number  73-123333  '•  Banded  as  an  adult  male  on  June  29,  1988  at  the 
refuge.  It  was  found  dead  on  the  highway  by  Mr.  A.  Crawford  of  RD  #1 
Farmersville ,  N.Y.  The  location  of  the  recovery  was  about  one  mile  south 
of  the  refuge. 

Foreign  Retrap  for  1970: 

Myrtle  Warbler: 

B^nd  number  120-90538:  Bonded  as  an  immature  female  on  September  28,  1969. 
The  bird  was  banded  about  100  yards  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  Rye, 

New  Hampshire  by  Mr.  Jerome  J.  Barry.  In  correspondence  with  Mr.  Barry,  he 
also  informed  me  that  the  bird  was  banded  while  he  was  doing  research  on 


Known  minimum  age  in  years 
4  3  2  1 


Total  Birds 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 


10 

2 

3 


2 

3 

3 


3 

4 


15 

3 

4 

3 

1 


1 

1 


1 

8 


18 

3 


3 

6 


50 

6 

6 

8 

1 

3 

1 

4 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

17 

12 


31 


36 


48 


53 


168 
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Vol.  37,  N0.  8  "Bird  Banding  in  Farmersville  Station"  cont. 


Foreign  Re trap  for  1970:  cont, 

■ 

morphological  variation  in  the  family  Parulidae.  When  banded  originally 
it  had  a  wing  length  ox  70  ram,  and  a  weight  of  12.2  grams.  When  caught  in 
the  spring  at  Farmersville  Station  on  May  13 »  1970,  the  wing  length  was  70  mm. 
and  the  weight  14.3  grams. 


Recoveries  to  date: 


Band  Number 

Species 

Banded  On 

Recovered 

On  Location 

65-53302 

¥,  B.  Nuthatch 

10-26-66 

01-28-67 

Refuge 

113-96210 

Yellow  ‘Warbler 

07-04-66 

05-23-67 

Refuge 

105-167058 

W.  T .  Sparrow 

04-23-67 

12-?-67 

Red  Bay,  Florida 

115-25842 

Myrtle  Warbler 

10-08-67 

03-11-68 

Gainsville , Florida 

712-82413 

R.  W,  Blackbird 

07-01-67 

04-13-68 

Refuge 

963-72464 

Common  Grackle 

04-29-67 

04-20-68 

Farmersville 

Sta. 

702-90211 

R.  W.  Blackbird 

04-01-67 

05-10-68 

Refuge 

712-82449 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  10-14-67 

05-23-68 

Hamilton , Ontario 

702-90203 

Starling 

03-19-67 

05-10-69 

Farmersville, 

,  N.Y. 

722-78343 

R.  W,  Blackbird 

05-20-68 

07-21-69 

Letchworth  Park,N.Y. 

983-28144 

Blue  Jay 

12-13-69 

01- ?  -70 

Farmersville 

Sta. 

73-123333 

Baltimore  Oriole 

06-29-68 

07-27-70 

Farmersville 

Sta. 

Foreign  Re traps  to  date: 

71-32497 

Tree  Sparrow 

12-19-65 

01-14-67 

Warren,  Pa. 

631-09285 

Evening  Grosbeak 

01-18-64 

03-02-69 

Schenectady, 

N.Y. 

120-90536 

Myrtle  Warbler 

Cf-28-69 

05-13-70 

Rye ,  New  Hampshire 

Distribution 

of  banding  totals 

by  families: 

Family  Percentage  of  Total 


1967 

‘1968 

1969 

1970 

Total  to  Date 

Sparrows 

Fringillidae 

35.2 

35.4 

39.5 

43.6 

38,8 

Warblers 

Parulidae 

11.6 

20.2 

15.6 

22.7 

16.7 

Swallows 

Hirund.inidae 

* 

5.0 

7.8 

4.1 

4.3 

Chickadees 

Paridae 

4.3 

4.8 

6.3 

6.3 

5.7 

Blackbirds 

Icteridae 

11.4 

7.6 

4.7 

2.0 

6.5 

Jays 

Cervidae 

3.3 

3.1 

4.4 

2.7 

3.3 

Mimic  Thrushes 

Mimidae 

4.4 

4.3 

4,2 

3.7 

4.4 

Thrushe  s 

Turd id ae 

8.6 

4.4 

3.5 

3.1 

5.0 

Whodpeckers 

Picidae 

3.7 

2.9 

3.1 

5.0 

3.8 
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Vol.  37 »  No.  8  "Bird  Banding  in  Farmer sville  Station"  cont. 


Distribution  of  banding  totals  by  families:  cont. 


Family 


Kinglets 

Sylviidae 

1967 

3.1 

Flycatchers 

Tyrannidae 

2.7 

Waxwing s 

Bombycillidae 

* 

Nuthatches 

Sittidae 

♦ 

Starlings 

Sturnidae 

3.8 

Wrens 

Troglodytidae 

4.1 

Vireos 

Vireonidae 

* 

Sandpipers 

Scolopacidae 

* 

Cuckoos 

Cuculidae 

* 

Creepers 

Certhiidae 

* 

Owls 

Strigidae 

* 

Kingfishers 

Alceddinidae 

* 

Ducks 

Anatidae 

* 

Tanagers 

Thraupidae 

* 

Hawks 

Accipitridae 

* 

Hawks 

Falconidae 

* 

Shrike 

Laniidae 

— 

Total  all  species  marked  with  * 

3.8 

100^  of  1333 


Percentage  of  Total 


1968 

1969 

1970 

Total 

3.7 

2.6 

1.1 

2.5 

2.8 

2.0 

1.5 

2.3 

1.1 

1.5 

'C 

* 

* 

1.4 

1.0 

* 

1.5 

* 

1.4 

1.7 

1.3 

* 

1.5 

* 

* 

❖ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

— 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

T 

* 

* 

* 

- 

-  !  - 

~ 

* 

1.9 

3.4 

1.8 

Jhl 

1652 

1690 

1530 

6793 

All  banding  is  done  on  weekends  and  during  vacation  time.  The  years 
1968,  1969  and  1970  are  most  comparable  as  vacations  were  taken  at  approximate¬ 
ly  the  same  time.  However,  migrations  do  not  occur  on  the  same  date.  This  was 
most  evident  in  1970  when  a  few  very  warm  days  triggered  the  warbler  migration. 
This  occurred  the  week  prior  to  my  vacation  and  resulted  in  several  hundred 
fewer  warblers  being  caught.  Then,  during  the  fall  migration  a  far  greater 
number  of  Myrtle  Warblers  were  caught  to  bring  the  overall  numbers  back  to  a 
normal  catch  for  the  year. 


No  explanation  is  known  for  the  rapid  decline  in  numbers  of  blackbirds 
and  starlings.  This  is  not  only  evident  in  the  capture  of  the  birds  but  also 
in  everyday  observation.  The  decline  in  thrushes  is  due  to  the  lack  of  Robins 
captured  in  recent  years  and  to  the  fact  that  no  fledglings  have  been  banded 
since  1967. 
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Nets,  Nftt  Hours  and  Traps: 


Mist  nets  were  used  to  capture  the  majority  of  birds  banded  in  1970. 

91$  of  the  birds  caught  were  in  mist  nets,  8$  were  caught  in  Potter  Traps  and 
1$  were  nestlings.  All  nestlings  banded  this  year  were  Tree  Swallows. 

Nets  are  limited  to  10  by  permit.  However,  this  year  due  to  my  building, 
a  barn,  fewer  nets  were  used  at  a  time.  Banding  was  conducted  on  week  ends 
all  year  long,  weather  permitting,  and  during  four  weeks  of  vacation.  Nets 
were  seldom  opened  at  night  this  year. 

Nets  were  used  on  123  different  days  for  a  total  of  5133  net  hours. 

2247  birds  were  captured  in  nets  for  an  average  of  44  birds  per  100  net  hours. 
192  birds  were  caught  in  3  single  and  1  double  Potter  Traps. 

1530  birds  were  banded,  181  were  returns,  76 3  were  repeats  and  1  was 
a  foreign  re trap. 


278  W,  Girard  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
1971  NESTING  RECORDS 


Abbreviatons 

used? 

(h)  -  nest  in  bird  house  NE  -  nest  with  eggs 

N  -  nest  (contents  unknown)  N4E  -  nest  with  4  eggs 

Y0  -  young  out  of  nest  N4Y  -  nest  with  4  young 

Canada  Goose 

May 

18 

5Y0  Burge son  Sane,,  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Mallard 

June 

5 

4Y0  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons  et 

al 

Mood  Duck 

May 

June 

31  2N3E9Y  Mails  Mills,  Alleg.  Co. 

5  6Y0  Cuba  Marsh 

Moores 
Burtons  et 

al 

Red-t.  Hawk 

Apr® 

25 

N  Batavia 

Seamans 

Red- should.  Hawk  June 

1  10 

N2Y  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Sparrow  Hawk 

Apr. 

24 

N  Wiscoy 

Moores 

Killdeer 

May 

4 

N4E  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Upland  Plover 

June 

29 

3Y0  McAndrew  Rd . , Alfred 

Brooks , Klingensmith 

Barn  Owl 

July 

If 

II 

18 

23 

27 

N4Y  Johnsonburg 

N3Y  (sickly  one  had  died) 
last  of  three  young  left  silo 

Me Kales  et 

al 
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This  nest  itfas  located  in  a  cement  constructed  silo  on  the  farm 
of  Earl  Dominesey,  Route  77 ,  Johnsonburg,  N.Y.  The  adult  owls  entered  and 
exited  through  a  large  opening  in  silo  roof.  They  then  dropped  more  than 
30  feet  to  the  ensilage  level  (by  using  opened  doors  which  projected  inwards 
on  silo  wall),  where  eggs  were  placed  and  young  reared.  All  three  immature s 
left  the  silo  by  way  of  a  small  open  door  at  ensilage  level;  dropped  about 
12  feet  down  shaft  between  silo  and  barn  and  then  flew  out  an  open  door  im¬ 
mediately  adjacent  to  the  shaft. 


Great  Horned  Owl 

Mar. 

7-31 

N  Iroquois  NWR 

several  observers 

May 

1-25 

N1Y 

Red-head,  Wdpkr. 

May 

31 

N  Mills  Mills,  Alleg.  Co. 

Moores 

Downy  Woodpecker 

June 

27 

1Y0  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

July 

2 

3Y0  Eggertsville  (suet  (f)  ) 

Me Kales 

July 

4 

1Y0  Eggertsville  (suet  (f)  ) 

Me Kales 

Horned  Lark 

May 

16 

3Y0  Mils  Mills, Alleg.  Co. 

Moores 

Barn  Shallow 

June 

30 

4Y0  Town  of  Ward 

Burtons 

June 

30 

3Y0  Town  of  Ward 

Burtons 

June 

30 

5^0  Town  of  Ward 

Burtons 

Cliff  Swallow 

June 

1-30 

20N  Lynch  Rd., Alfred  (on  barn)  Brooks 

Bl.-cap.  Chickadee  May 

17 

N4E  Belmont  (N) 

Burtons 

June 

4 

N7Y 

June 

18 

nest  empty 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

July 

18 

3Y0  Allenberg  Bog 

Mitchell  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

May 

23 

N2E  Alma 

Burtons 

(1  egg  on  ground  x^as  returned 

to  nest) 

Eastern  Bluebird 

May 

31 

N4Y  Farmersville  Station  (h) 

D.  Clarks 

Cardinal 

July 

4 

2Y0  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Slate-col.  Jnnco 

May 

23 

N3E  Alma 

Burtons 

Clay-col.  Sparrow  June 

15-19  N3Y  Foster  Lake,  Alfred 

Brooks ,Klingensmith 

June 

20 

nest  empty;  3  young  heard  calling  in  pine  under- 

growth.  Nest  was  located  about  2  feet  above  ground  and  close 
to  trunk  in  a  5  foot  Scothh  Fine  tree. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8;00  P.M.  in  the 
Society's  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


Oct.  27  -  Report  of  Research  Committee  -  Dr*  Blake  Reeves 

Report  of  October  Bird  Count  -  Dr.  Walter  Klabunde 

Nov,  10  -  Radio  Telemetric  Studies  of  Herring  Gulls  at  Cape  Cod,  Mass. 

Dr.  Timothy  Williams  of  the  State  University  of  New  York  at 
Buffalo  and  Janet  Williams. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  23-25  -  Field  trip  to  Hawk  Cliff,  Port  Stanley,  Ontario  for 

Golden  Eagle,  Goshawk  and  other  raptors.  Walter  Klabunde, 
leader.  Contact  at  754-4424  for  details. 

Nov.  21  -  Field  trip  to  Niagara  River  for  Gulls,  Mary  Louise  Emerson, 

leader.  Contact  at  885-0067  for  details. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers;  Mr,  and  Mrs .  Willard  McKaie,  89  Larch  Rd . , 
Eggertsville ,  N , Y . ,  14226 • 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

USBSCRIPTION  PRICE;  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257* 
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THE  MONTH 


Except  for  several  local  thunderstorms,  some  accompanied  by  heavy  rain  and 
squall  winds,  on  the  10th,  21-22nd,  and  26th,  August,  like  July,  was  an  unevent¬ 
ful  month  itfeatherwise •  Its  average  temperature  was  67 .8°,  only  .6°F  below  the 
mean,  and  the  locally  heavy  rains  contributed  toward  a  total  precipitation  of 
4.43  inches,  1,38  inches  above  normal  (data  from  the  U.  S.  National  Weather 
Services  Station  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport). 

Migrant  shorebird  numbers  were  at  a  low  level  as  usual  during  much  of  the 
month  with  the  highlights  being  the  female  Ruff  reported  by  Edward  Seeber  at 
the  west  side  of  Port  Colborne  harbor,  and  the  three  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers 
found  by  Paul  Benham  and  others  in  a  plowed  field  near  Gasline,  Ontario. 

Good  wild  fruit  crops  this  year  continued  to  attract  a  variety  of  birds 
through  the  region.  John  Morse  reports  Gadwall  nesting  at  Iroquois  National  Wild¬ 
life  Refuge  and  comments  that  they  may  be  drived  from  wild  stock  recently  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Montequma  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Also  noteworthy  was  the  successful 
fledging  of  two  Acadian  Flycatchers  from  the  nest  discovered  by  Frances  Rew  and 
Alice  Ulrich  in  late  July  at  Point  Abino.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cole  relates  her  subsequent 
observations  of  the  nestings  in  this  issue.  Of  interest  is  the  report  from  Mrs. 

F,  Danner  of  two  nestings  by  a  pair  of  Carolina  Wrens  in  her  garage.  Dr.  Kling- 
ensmith  write  that  Myrtle  Warblers  continue  to  breed  this  season  in  the  pine  plan¬ 
tations  about  Foster  Lake  near  Alfred. 

Although  there  was  some  migration  of  warblers  from  mid-month  on,  more 
pronounced  koveraents  occurred  during  the  last  week.  On  the  295h  and  31st  313  birds 
of  26  species,  including  a  rare  Connecticut  Warbler,  were  picked  up  by  Arthur 
Clark  after  collision  with  five  television  towers  in  the  area. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanant  files  of  the  B.  O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Aug. 

1 

4  Allegheny  Res.,N,Y. 

Sundell  et  al 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

99 

22 

1  Pt.  Colborne , Ont .  0mm.) 

Brownstein, 

Be nham 

Canada  Goose 

9f 

4 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

several  observers 

Pintail 

»l 

4 

5  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtells 

ft 

7 

5  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Axtells 

ft 

8 

1  Morgans  Pt . , Ont . 

Andrle  s 

Green-w.  Teal 

it 

6 

6  Cement  Rd • , Lowbanks , Ont • 

Axtells 

!» 

22 

1  Grabell  Pt.,  Ont. 

Andrle s 

Ring-necked  Duck 

Aug. 

24 

1  Barcelona  Harbor 

Carlsons 

Lesser  Scaup 

19 

1-31 

2  May vi lie 

Sundell  et  al 

19 

15,24 

1,1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Common  Goldeneye 

it 

7 

1  Roc khou se  Pt . , Ont • 

Axtells 

ft 

22 

1  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont.  Brownstein,Benham 

Bufflehead 

Aug. 

7 

2  Roc  khou  se  Pt . ,  Ont  • 

Axtells 

Aug. 

22 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Brown stein, Be nham 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

99 

7 

2  Town  of  Allen 

Burtons 

Sora 

99 

31 

1  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A .  Clark 

*Amer.  Golden  Plover 

99 

18F 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle  s 

99 

28 

2  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

99 

30 

6  Pt,  Colborne , Ont . 

Sundell  et  al 

Blac  k-be 11 •  Plove  r 

99 

7F 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtells 

99 

7F 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

99 

15 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Upland  Plover 

91 

30 

5  Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Carlson , Sundell 

Knot 

19 

1 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 

99 

2F,3,9 

1,1,1  Waverly  Beach,  Ont, 

Axtells 

II 

2F 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Sundells 

19 

4 

1  Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

Goodman  et  al 

it 

22 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Benham, 

Brownstein 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

n 

6F.7 

1,1  Grant  Point, Ont, 

Axtells 

19 

22 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Benham, 

Brownstein 

Stilt  Sand piper 

II 

2 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sundells 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

19 

29 

3  Humberstone  Twp.,0nt. 

Benham  et  al 

*Ruff 

99 

22 

1  Port  Colborne, Ont. 

Seeber 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

99 

1 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

99 

2 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Sundells 

99 

4 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Goodman ,  Wilcove 
et  al 
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cent. 

Gr.Black-b.  Gull 

Aug. 

4 

1  Windmill  Pt.,0nt.  Goodman, Wile ove  et  al 

tt 

10 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  Byron 

It 

17 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

It 

18 

1  Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

Andris 

^Franklin's  Gull 

It 

22F 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Benham,Brownstein 

Little  Gull 

tt 

22F,29 

1,1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Benharn 

*Forster's  Tern 

tv 

20F 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell, Booth 

ft 

22 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein , Denham 

tt 

29 

1  Grant  Pt • , Ont • 

Benharn 

Ye 11 ow-b .  Sap sue ke  r 

ft 

14 

1  Pt • Abino ,  Ont • 

Goodman  et  al 

Yellow-bell,  Flycatcher 

tt 

29  F 

2  Morgans  Pt.,0nt, 

Benharn 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

tt 

3,4,7 

1,1,2  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

"8- 

10,11-16 

2,4  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Cole 

(Aug 

.  11-16  - 

•  2  adults  &  N2Y) 

Traill's  Flycatcher 

tt 

31 

1  Buffalo  (tower  kill) 

A. Clark  et  al 

tt 

31 

1  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A,  Clark 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

tt 

12F 

1  Buffalo 

Goodman , Wile  ove 

Purple  Martin 

tl 

25  10,000  Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

(Burntship  Cr.  to  Love  Rd.) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

14-31 

2-4  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

9 

2  Alfred 

Brooks 

18 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Carolina  Wren 

tl 

8 

1  Rose's  Pt,,  Ont. 

Goodman, Seeber 

It 

5-24 

2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

tt 

14-31 

2-4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

Aug 

3 

4  Brocton  (1  adult  &  3  young)  Carlson 

Sitfainson's  Thrush 

•  t 

31F 

3  South  Wales  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark 

Veer y 

tt 

19F 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

tt 

29 

5  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark, Wade 

ft 

29 

2  South  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark, Wade 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

tt 

15 

1  Langford 

Me Kales 

B1.-&W,  Warbler 

tt 

11F 

5  Alfred 

Brooks 

ft 

18 

1  Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle  s 

"7 

23 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Tennesee  Warbler 

tt 

31F 

2  Buffalo  (tower  kill) 

A. Clark  et  al 

Nashville  Warbler 

ft 

11F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

it 

15 

3  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

30 

2  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Magnolia  Warbler 

ff 

;  »F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

ft 

23,24 

2,2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

it 

24 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Cape  May  Warbler 

tt 

27F 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

tt 

29 

10  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A, Clark, Wade 

tf 

29 

4  South  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark, Wade 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

it 

18F 

1  Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle  s 

tl 

29 

3  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A. Clark, Wade 

I'yrtle  Warbler 

tt 

14F 

1  Jame  stoxm 

Sundell 

If 

15 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 
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Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

Aug .  23F 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

"  24 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Cerulean  Warbler 

"  14 

1  Cattaraugus  Ind.  Res. 

Andrle 

"  29 

1  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark, Wade 

"  29 

1  South  Wales  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark,  Wade 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

"  26F 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

"  29 

5  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A. Clark,  Wade 

"  29 

1  South  Wales  (tower  kill) 

A.Clark,Wade 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

23F 

2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

"  26 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

"  23F,24 

2,2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

"  27 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Ovenbird. 

"  21F 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

"  29 

9  Colden  (fower  kill) 

A.Clar ,Wade 

"  29 

2  South  Wales  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark, W«de 

"  29 

3  Grand  Island  (tower  kill)A,  Clark, Wade 

Northern  Waterthrush 

"  IF 

1  Amherst 

Brownstein 

"  12 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

"  18 

1  Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle  s 

Louisiana  Warbler 

"  4-24L 

2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

* Connecticut  Warbler 

Aug •  29 

1  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark,  Wade 

Mourning  Warbler 

"  31F 

1  Colden  (tower  kill) 

A. Clark 

"  31F 

2  South  Wales  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark 

Canada  Warbler 

"  18F 

1  Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

-Andrle  s 

"  23 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

"  23 

2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

American  Redstart 

"  7E 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

"  11 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

"  23 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  ftreviously  recorded  this  year:  259 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  6 
Total  for  1971:  265 


Vol.  37 »  June  1971  No. 

Bald  Eagle 

should  reads 

Bald  Eagle 

Same  issue: 

*¥orm-eating  Warbler 

should  read: 

* Worm-eating  Warbler 


ERRATA 

6,  Pg.  78 
1(25) 

1(23) 

Pg.  79 
1(22) 

1(23) 
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POINT  ABINO  DIARY 


By  Jane  Cole 


Following  is  the  account  of  observation  by  Mrs.  J.  Daniel  Cole  of  a  pair  of 
Acadian  Flycatchers  ( Empidonax  virescens)  in  a  wooded  area  at  Point  Abino, 

Ontario  during  August  1971  where  they  had  been  discovered  nesting  in  July  by 
Miss  Frances  Rew, 

August  7th  -  Sunny,  warm,  high  about  76°  -  winds  mostly  northerly  to  north¬ 
westerly  5  -  10  mph. 

Fran  introduced  me  to  the  Acadian  Flycatcher  nest  about  9:30  a.m.  The  nest 
was  basket  shaped  and  situated  between  the  fork  of  a  low  branch  of  a  maple  tree  in 
a  shaded  spot.  We  saw  both  parents,  the  female  being  rather  moth  eaten  and  ob¬ 
viously  doing  all  the  work  in  contrast  to  the  male,  a  handsome  creature,  with  all 
his  plumage  in  fine  shape.  The  male  perched  on  a  low  branch  near  the  nest  ex¬ 
erting  little  effort  except  in  song  and  tail  wagging.  The  call  note,  "Kree-reep" 
or  whatever  was  of  raspy  quality  and  sounded  like  one  note,  "peet",  Both  adults 
seem  to  use  the  same  call. 

Both  parents  feeding  but  female  more  than  male  who  was  waiting  to  remove 
fecal  sack.  The  birds  in  the  nest  were  obviously  very  young,  at  least  young 
enough  to  be  cold-blooded  and  require  brooding  between  feedings. 

We  could  really  see  the  markings  on  the  male  with  yellow  wash  and  white 
wingbars. 

August  8th  *  Sunny,  warm,  pleasant  day;  temperature  between  67  -  75°,  westerly 
winds  under  15  mph.;  one  hour  observation  -  8  -  9:00  a.m. 

Both  adults  feeding  young,  female  still  brooding  nestlings  between  feedings, 
Male  calling  nearby, 

August  9th  -  Sunny,  clear;  temperature  65  -  75°,  westerly  winds  5  -  15  mph.; 
observed  5:00  -  6:00  p.m,  -  good  light. 

N®  brooding  observed.  The  holes  visible  through  tie  bottom  of  the  nest  when 
first  seen  are  now  gone,  probably  filled  with  the  growing  bodies  of  the  young 
birds.  The  most  distinctive  feature  of  the  adult  Acadians  has  to  be  the  con¬ 
stantly  flicking  tail  not  only  when  singing  but  even  when  silent.  The  "preet" 
sound,  most  often  heard;  very  seldom  are  two  notes  distinguishable. 

August  10th  -  Oppressive  heat  -  very  sudden  thunder  storms  in  the  afternoon; 
temperature  7^  -  80°,  i>rinds  s.w.,  15  -  25  mph. 

It  was  7:30  p.m,  before  I  reached  the  nest  site.  Only  one  bird,  obviously 
our  beat  up  little  female,  was  on  the  nest.  Feeding  seemed  to  be  finished  for 
the  night.  Her  head  moves  a  little  with  only  one  change  of  position. 
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August  11th  -  Unlike  forecast,  it  is  a  brilliant  blue  day  with  high  white  clouds; 
temperature  68  -  75  . 

Observation  8:oo  -  9:00  £>.m.  Both  young  birds  feeding;  I  get  a  better  out¬ 
line  of  beaks  when  they  come  up  to  receive  the  parent  birds  offering.  I  have 
noticed  very  little  in  the  way  of  sanitation  duties  since  the  first  day  and  now 
wonder  how  the  defecation  of  the  young  is  removed  as  no  excrement  is  obvious  on 
or  around  the  nest. 

August  12th  -  Sunny  -  cool  -  53  -  68°  -  North  winds  rather  gusty,  15  -  25  mph. 

Very  little  change  in  nesting  routine.  I  wonder  if  cool  weather  is  retarding 
activity. 

August  13th  -  Cloudy  but  generally  a  nice  day;  temperature  62  -  75° I  southwesterly 
winds  -  forecast  of  showers  but  warm  and  pleasant  most  of  the  day  and  evening. 

Observed  Acadians,  5:00  -  6:00  p.m.  Things  have  changed  very  little,  beaks 
being  all  that  I  can  see  during  feeding.  I  am  fairly  sure  that  there  are  only 
two  babies  but  there  could  be  a  third  still  very  low  in  the  nest. 

August  14  th  -  Sunny,  warm,  southwest  winds,  15  mph.,  perhaps  18  mph.  Temperature 
65  -  75  °. 

Observed  12:45  to  1:30  p.m.  -  light  very  good,  should  have  brought  camera  and 
film.  Both  adult  birds  active  in  feeding.  The  heads  of  the  young  -  tiro  -  are 
noxtf  visible  above  the  rim  of  tne  nest. 

August  15th  -  Cloudy,  drizzly  in  morning,  foggy;  temperature  58  -  72°.  Wind 
picked  up  and  clearing  by  late  afternoon.  East  northeast  winds,  10  -  20  mph. 

9:00  -  10:00  a.m.  -  nesting  activities  very  busy,  birds  a  little  more  in 
evidence  -  those  two  flat  beaks  really  searching  -  it&  hard  to  tell  whether  that 
faint  buzzing  sound  is  coming  from  the  adults  or  the  babies. 

August  16th  -  Sunny,  cool,  temperature  50  -  60°  -  winds  light  from  north,  north¬ 
west. 


Unprepared  for  such  an  exciting  morning!  Two  babies,  one  with  a  wing  hanging 
over  the  side  of  the  nest,  fluttering,  the  other  just  making  its  way  to  the  side 
where  the  nest  joins  the  fork  of  the  branch.  There  is  as  much  open  work  p.n  the 
bottoip  of  the  nest  basket  as  when  it  was  first  observed.  One  young  bird  seems 
to  have  no  tail  and  is  much  too  downy  and  fluffy  to  be  ready  to  make  the  plunge 
although  marked  much  like  parent  birds  with  a  sign  of  wing  bars  and  a  slight 
yellow  tinge  on  the  side  of  its  breast.  One  parent  feeds  him  twice  there  on  his 
tiny  perch.  The  baby  tries  to  go  a  short  distance  and  seems  to  enjoy  this  new 
experience,  now  moving  a  little  further  from  the  nest.  Within  twenty  minutes 
he  moves  rather  easily  from  branch  to  branch,  staying  rather  low  in  the  same 
maple  tree.  The  female  flies  in  several  times  to  feed  him  with  much  twittering 
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on  the  part  of  parent  and  young.  The  male  adult,  with  much  tail  wagging,  seems 
to  be  encouraging  the  second  young  bird  to  move  out  on  the  perch.  The  young  bird 
finally  does  but  does  not  enjoy  the  new  experience.  His  new  found  freedom  is  too 
much  -  a  glorious  contrast  in  personalities  and  ability. 

The  parents  continue  feeding  both  young,  although  now  concentrating  most  of 
their  attention  on  the  shy  one,  attempting  to  tempt  him  further  out  on  the  branch 
with  much  tail  wagging  and  twittering  as  they  move  from  branch  to  branch  above 
and  around  the  nest.  The  more  precocious  youngster  joins  them  a  little  while 
the  second  baby,  with  one  sad  looking  long  tail  feather,  heads  back  to  the  nest 
where  it  lies  breathless.  After  several  more  feedings,  this  bird  again  seems  to 
regain  its  strength  and  makes  a  mighty  effort  to  get  out  on  the  perch.  Its  broad 
beak  looks  very  unflycatcher  -like  and  this  bird  seems  fearful  of  trying  its  wings. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  when  the  babies  left  the  nest,  the  sky  was 
again  visible  through  the  bottom  and  when  the  second  baby  retreated  to  the  security 
of  the  basket,  the  downy  feathers  of  its  breast  were  easily  distinguished  from 
the  nesting  material  when  viewed  from  the  bottom. 

After  a  few  more  feedings  and  encouraging  twitters,  the  second  baby  makes 
its  way,  somewhat  feebly,  to  join  its  sibling  some  distance  from  the  nest 
although  apparently  not  enjoying  the  experience  at  all  as  its  nestmate  had. 

Final  observation.  Left  the  area  for  a  trip  to  Quebec,  already  delayed  one 
day  in  the  hope  of  seeing  the  young  birds  leave  the  nest.  It  was  all  very  worth¬ 
while  -  the  loons  could  wait  a  day  -  the  Acadian  Flycatchers  could  not! 

797  Bird  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  14209 


1971  NESTING  RECORDS  II 


Abbreviations  Used: 


(h)  -  nest  in  bird  house 

NE  -  nest  with  egges 

N  -  nest  (contents  unknown) 

N4E  -  nest  with  4  eggs 

Y0  -  young  out  of  nest 

N4Y  -  nest  with  4  young 

dYO  -  downy  young  out 

of  nest 

(f)  -  young  being  fed  at 

feeder 

Gadwall 

June 

29 

12dY0  Iroquois  NWR 

Waldstein 

July 

7 

5dY0  Iroqucj s  NWR 

Morse 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

Aug, 

1 

1Y0  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Eastern  Kingbird 

Aug. 

7 

2Y0  Torn  of  Allen 

Burtons 

Gr.  Crest,  flycatcher 

May 

30 

N  Spring  Brook  (h) 

Danner 

June 

28 

N3Y 

July 

6 

3Y0 

nest  in  box  on  oak  tree  10  ft,  above  ground. 
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Acadian  Flycatcher 

July 

29 

N  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew,Cole 

Aug. 

7-10 

NY 

Aug. 

11-15 

N2Y 

Aug . 

16 

2Y0 

nest  about  25 

ft.  above  ground  on  fork 

of  maple  tree 

House  Wren 

Aug. 

12 

NY  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

Carolina  Wren 

one  pair  had 

two  nestings: 

#1 

May 

3 

N  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

May  10,12,14 

N1E,N3E,N5S 

May 

29 

N1Y 

June 

3 

1Y0  (4  eggs  did  not  hatch) 

nest 

in  garage  between  2x4s,  12  ft.  above 

floor 

#2 

June 

16 

N  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Hybe 

22,23 

N4E,N5E 

July 

7,8 

N3Y,N4Y 

July 

20 

N3Y  (1  young  found  dead 

on 

floor) 

July 

21 

3Y0 

nest 

in  hunting  cap  hanging  in  garage 

10 

ft  above  floor 

Mocking  bird 

Aug. 

3 

3Y0  Brocton 

Carlson 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Aug . 

15 

4Yo  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Myrtle  Warbler 

June 

8,19,20 

N  Foster  Lake,  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

nest 

in  scotch  pine  grove  near  lake 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

Aug . 

12 

lYo  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

NOTES  AND  NOTICES 


At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  B.O.S,  on  September  8th,  1971  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  itfas  adopted  in  memory  of  the  late  Alfred  D.  Wander,  a  charter  member  of  the 
Society  who  died  in  Jul3r, 

Alfred  D,  Wander 

WHEREAS  in  His  appointed  time  Almighty  God  has  taken  from  our  midst 
Alfred  D,  Winder;  and 

WHEREAS  A1  Wander  was  a  long  and  devoted  member  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society,  having  been  one  of  the  eight  charter  members  at  its  founding 
in  1929;  and 

WHEREAS  A1  Winder  served  as  a  Fellow  of  this  Society  since  1942 and 
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WHEREAS  A1  Wander' *  ably  Helped  to  preserve  and  advance  the  purposes  and 
objectives  of  this  Society  and  served  in  various  official 
capacities;  as  vice-president  from  1931  to  1935  and  as 
president  for  two  terms  from  1936  to  1938,  as  a  member  of  the 
Council,  and  as  an  active  member  of  several  committees;  and 

WHEREAS  Al  Winder  was  a  friendly,  out-going  man  of  pleasing  personality 
and  amicable  disposition,  who  contributed  vastly  to  the 
smooth  functioning  of  the  Society; 

BE  IT  HEREBY  RESOLVED:  That  the  Buffalo  Orniothological  Society  express 

its  deep  appreciation  for  his  many  years  of 
service  and  for  his  continuing  interest  in  the 
Society,  even  after  he  was  unable  to  take  part 
in  its  activities;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED:  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread* 

upon  the  minutes  of  the  Society  and  printed 
among  this  Society’s  publications;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED:  that  to  his  son  Howard  and  to  his  daughters, 

Mildred  Bush  and  Ruth,  go  a  copy  of  this 
resolution,  expressing  our  gratitude  to 
Al  Wander  for  his  loyality  and  service  to 
the  Society. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  forth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m,  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Nov.  10  -  Radio  Telemetric  Studies  of  Herring  Gulls  at  Cape  Cod,  Mass. 

Dr.  Timothy  Williams  of  the  State  University  of  New  York  at 
Buffalo  and  Janet  Williams. 

Dec.  8  -  Plan  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Rachael  and  Harold  Axtell 

"Our  Year  in  Ornithology"  -  Dr.  Harold  Axtell 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Nov.  21  -  Field  trip  to  Niagara  River  for  Gulls.  Mary  Louise  Emerson, 

leader.  (Tel,  885-0067)  Meet  at  Vermont  Street  Entrance  to 
Peace  Bridge  at  8:30  a.m. 
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Dec.  5  -  Field  trip  to  Lake  Ontario  Plain  on  Canadian  side  of  Niagara 

River.  Gustav  Yaki,  leader.  (Tel,  1-416-356-1089)  Meet  at  the 
Queenston  Heights  Restaurant  at  the  General  Brock  Monument, 
Queenston,  Ontario,  8s 30  a.m. 

Dec.  19  -  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Contact  Dr.  Harold  Axtell  at  1-416-871-6999 
for  assignment  of  territories. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale, 

89  Larch  Rd,,  Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs,  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224, 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave,,  Kenmore ,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257* 
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THE  MONTH 

September  is  generally  the  month  which  invites  the  highest  incidence  of 
unusual  field  records.  With  a  few  notable  exceptions,  September  1971  went  contra 
the  statistics  and  produced  very  little  in  the  way  of  rare  and/or  unusual  migratory 
data.  The  weather  was  warm  (averaging  65.4  degrees,  4  degrees  above  normal), 
and  lacked  any  severe  frontal  activity  to  precipitate  major  "fall-outs"  of  birds, 
although  good  numbers  of  small  passerines  x^ere  present  throughout  the  month  in 
most  places.  As  has  been  the  case  the  last  several  years,  the  television  tower 
fatalities  provided  the  best  clues  to  both  major  nocturnal  movements  of  birds  and 
the  occurrence  of  species  difficult  to  detect  in  the  field  (e.g.  Connecticut 
Warbler) . 

Byi&r  the  most  spectacular  report  was  that  of  an  adult  Brox^m  Pelican  on 
September  25th,  observed  first  being  pursued  by  Herring  gulls  off  Erie  Beach, 
Ontario  to  where  it  finally  alighted  on  a  large  rock  off  Waverly  Beach,  Ontario. 
There  it  was  photographed  by  the  initial  observers  Benham  and  Kraetz,  and  will 
constitute  the  first  record  for  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Interestingly  enough,  a 
White  Pelican  spent  over  two  weeks  in  early  August  near  Hamilton,  Ontario  and  many 
area  observers  were  fortunate  to  see  both  species  of  pelicans  within  60  miles  of 
each  other  in  Ontario  in  successive  months!  (Shades  of  June,  1950  when  the  only 
other  area  record  of  Brown  Pelican  came  two  days  after  the  sighting  of  a  White 
Pelican  in  the  same  spot  on  the  Niagara  River). 

The  early  fall  of  1970  produced  one  of  the  most  wide spread  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  movements  in  recent  years  (see  American  Birds,  25:1:17)*  This  year  the 
Me Kales  found  three  birds  early  in  the  month  at  the  turf  farm  at  Goodrich  and 
County  Roads  in  the  Town  of  Clarence  Center,  New  York,  which  increased  to  a  record 
area  maximum  of  twelve  on  September  7th.  This  is  a  truly  stunning  count  for  this 
species,  one  of  the  rarest  shorebirds  in  the  B.O.S.  reporting  region. 
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Otherwise  shorebirding  in  the  traditional  spots  along;  the  Canadian  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  was  rather  poor,  a  condition  which  has  prevailed  locally  for  the  past 
several  years.  Western  sandpipers  were  not  only  unreported  in  the  Noteworthy 
Records,  but  also  unreported  by  word  of  mouth  by  anyone  in  the  region.  Whether 
these  conditions  are  a  result  of  the  reduced  amount  of  algal  deposits  on  the  shore, 
the  high  water  level  of  the  lake,  or  a  combination  of  these  and  other  factors  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen. 


RICHARD  BROWN STEIN 
43  Court  Street 
Buffalo,  New  York 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Pied-billed  Grebe 

Sept. 

18 

25  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

99 

16 

92  Troquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

* Brown  Pelican 

99 

25 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Benhams , Krae tze  s 

99 

25 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Brown stein  et  al 

D . -ere  st . Cormorant 

99 

17F 

IDunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Common  Egret 

99 

24 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

19 

2*23 

3,3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  dt  al 

Canada  Goose 

99 

18F 

40  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

99 

20 

18  Belmont 

Burtons 

99 

25 

12  Langford  Pond 

Bourne- 

99 

30 

3000  Iroquois  NWR  (max.c 

ount)  Morse  et  al 

Mallard 

19 

1,16 

1830,1940  Iroquois  NWR  (max 

•count)  Morse  et  si 

99 

2 

250  Tonawanda  WMA 

Freitag 

Black  Duck 

99 

1,16 

105,170  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Pintail 

”8 

1,16 

18,60  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Green-w.  Teal 

99 

1,16 

25»53  Iroquois  NT/JR 

Morse  et  al 

Blue-w.  Teal 

99 

1,16 

376,537  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

American  Widgeon 

ft 

1,16 

850,1500  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Shove ler 

99 

1,16 

4,9  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

91 

1,16 

135 » 148  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

ft 

30F  2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

99 

23F,30 

1,2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

99 

30 

2  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Hooded  Merganser 

99 

16,30 

2,9  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 
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Turkey  Vulture 

Sept, 

6 

28  Iroq.NWR  (max, count) 

Morse  et  al 

•  1 

26 

20  Riverside ,Frewsburg 

Sundell  et  al 

Sharp-shin,  Hawk 

It 

24 

1  Pembroke 

Seamans 

Broad-w,  Hawk 

ft 

4,18 

2,1  N©w  Hudson  Twp. 

Burtons 

If 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Osprey 

ff 

IF,  21 

1,1  Iroquois  Ml® 

Morse  et  al 

II 

3 

1  Riverside  Marsh,Frewsburg  Sundell 

II 

25 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Benham 

rt 

26,29 

1,1  Beaver  Meadow, N, Java 

Webster  et  al 

Common  Gallinule 

If 

1,16,30  43,61,23  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

American  Golden  Plover 

it 

5,6 

4,24  Clarence  Center 

McKales  et  al 

II 

6 

3  Clarence  Center 

Brownstein 

II 

7,8 

6,3  Clarence  Center 

Andrle  et  al 

If 

9 

14  Clarence  Center 

Crono s 

II 

12 

10  Clarence  Center 

Hess 

If 

18 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Sundell 

II 

23 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

II 

28 

3  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Hess 

White-rump,  Sandpiper 

II 

3 

1  Waverly  Beach,  Ont, 

Carlson 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

II 

20 

1  Morgans  Pt , , Ont , 

Brownstein 

Dunlin 

II 

26  F 

3  Wellsville 

Burtons 

II 

26  F 

2  Bemus  Point 

Sundell  et  al 

Euff-br,  Sandpiper 

•  1 

5,7 

3,9  Clarence  Center 

McKales  et  al 

II 

6,12 

7,3  Clarence  Center 

Brownstein  et  al 

II 

7,8 

12,10  Clarence  Center 

Andrle  et  al 

Short-b ,  Dowitcher 

it 

14 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Andrle , Byron 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

II 

14 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle, Byron 

ii 

27 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

If 

30 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

Sept, 

18  L 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Sundell 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

II 

2,30 

7,19  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Franklin's  Gull 

•• 

3 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Carlson 

ii 

12 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein, Benham 

If 

13 

3  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Hess 

Little  Gull 

II 

26 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Crones 

Forster's  Tern 

If 

5 

1  Grant  Pt • , Ont . 

Brownstein  et  al 

Common  Nighthawk 

It 

2 

27  over  Bemus  Point 

Carlson 

ft 

5 

80  over  Kenmore 

Hess 

II 

29 

30  over  Buffalo 

Hess 

Red-h,  Woodpecker 

•  1 

28 

4  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Hess 

Eastern  Kingbird 

II 

4L 

1  Mew  Hudson  Twp. 

Burtons 

Gr,  Crest,  Flycatcher 

tl 

16  L 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 

•  1 

17 

1  South  Wales (tower  kill)  A,  Clark 

ft 

28  L 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Least  Flycatcher 

•i 

20L 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ft 

1-30 

2-5  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br •  Nuthatch 

If 

5 

1  Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein  et  al 

If 

6,23 

1,1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

II 

15-30 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ii 

25 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

-129- 


Vol.  37 »  No,  10  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 

Brown  Creeper 

Sept, 

17F 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

22 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Winter  Wren 

•  I 

12F 

1 

Grand  Island  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

II 

27 

1 

Lakeside  Cem,, Hamburg  Bourne 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-30 

1-3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Wood  Thrush 

II 

17 

1,4 

S,  Wales,  Colden  (t< 

Dwer  kill) A. Clark 

II 

18 

6,2 

S .Wales, Colden  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

30F 

2 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Swainson*s  Thrush 

II 

4 

2 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

II 

6F 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

9 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Veery 

II 

18L 

2,4 

S.  Wales, Colden  (tower  Rill) A. Clark 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

4,11 

2,1 

N.  Hud son, Alfred 

Burtons 

II 

6 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Me Kales 

II 

12-30 

3-4 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

B1 ,-gr .Gnatcatcher 

II 

13L 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Golden?=cr.  Kinglet 

II 

22F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

II 

28 

3 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle, Byron 

II 

28 

2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Ruby-cr •  Kinglet 

II 

15F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

it 

18 

1 

Colden  (tower  kill) 

A,  Clark 

Water  Pipit 

Sept. 

3F 

15 

Elma 

Danner 

it 

20 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein, 

Salisbury 

it 

21 

5 

Clarence  Center 

Brownstein , Hess 

Ye lloxtf-thr • Vire  o 

n 

25L 

3 

SpringBrook 

Danner 

Solitary  Vireo 

n 

12F , 18 

1,1 

Colden  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark 

it 

26 

1 

Lakewood 

Sundell  et  al 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

it 

12F 

1 

South  Wales  (tower  ' 

kill)  A,  Clark 

it 

12F , 18 

2,1 

Colden  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark 

n 

12F 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Br  oxmstein ,  Benham 

n 

20 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

22 

1  Delaware  PR,,Bflo, 

Web  s te  r , Samue 1 s 

Warbling  Vireo 

n 

15L 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Golden-w,  Warbler 

ii 

12L 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Brownstein , Benham 

Blue-w,  Warbler 

•  i 

6L 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

Tennessee  Warbler 

it 

6 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

Orange-cr,  Warbler 

ii 

25F 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Parula  Warbler 

it 

18F 

1 

Colden  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark 

ii 

28 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

ii 

30 

1 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Yellow  Warbler 

it 

17L 

1 

South  Wales  (tower 

kill)  A.  Clark 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

ii 

IF 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

it 

12 

32 

Colden  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark 

n 

12 

12,1 

S,  Wales,  G. Island (tower  kill)  A. Clark 

Palm  Warbler 

it 

26  F 

1 

Riverside , Frewsburg 

Sundell  et  al 

n 

27 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Connecticut  Warbler 

Sept, 

12 

Colden , S , Wales ( towe 

r  kill)  A, Clark 

II 

17,18 

3,2 

S.  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

It 

17,18 

1,2 

Colden  (tower  kill) 

A,  Clark 

II 

23L 

1 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg  Bourne 
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Mourning  Warbler 
Hooded  Warbler 
Wilson* s  Warbler 

Bobolink 
Baltimore  Oriole 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Grasshopper  Sparrow 
Slate-col*  Junco 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 


Species,  subspecies 
Additional  species, 

Total  for  1971s 


Vol.  37 

* Swamp  Sparrow 
should  read 
Song  Sparrow 


SPECIES 

Least  Bittern  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Black  Tern 
Yellow-B.  Sapsucker 
E. Kingbird 


E.Wood  Pewee 


Sept. 

15L 

1,3  Golden, S. Wales  (tower  kill)  A. Clark 

•  t 

6 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

It 

6F 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

15,18 

1,1  Colden,  (tower  kill) 

A.  Clark 

18 

1  South  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

II 

18  L 

1,1  S.Wales, Grand  Is. (tower  kill)  A. Clark 

Sept. 

19,20,23,25 

1+1,1,  l-! Belmont  . 

Burtons 

it  » 

28  F; 

8  East  Ed.en  Pohd 

Buutnas 

»t  “ 

25 . 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

5F-22 

1  Eggertsville  (f) 

Me  Kales 

it 

24 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

it 

20F,21 

1,2  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

it 

22 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

it 

18F 

1  South  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

•t 

26 

3  Riverside ,Frewsburg 

Sundell  et  al 

it 

28 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Hess 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  265 
subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 1 

266 


ERRATUM 


April  1971 

No.  4  p.  48 

Mar .  16  F 

13  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

Mar •  16 

13  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

NESTING  RECORDS  -  III 


DATE 

STATUS 

LOCATION 

REMARKS 

OBSERVER 

6/20 

N5E 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Photos, adult  at  nest 

Benham 

II 

N1E 

II 

II 

It 

N4E 

II 

ft 

II 

N2E 

II 

If 

6/20 

N3E 

II 

If 

6/27 

2Y 

Cowle  sville ,  N .  Y . 

Adults  feeding 

fl 

6/19 

Guilding  Bennington, N.Y. 

10'  in  apple 

It 

6/24 

A,  on 

ft 

6/27 

N4E 

It 

7.8 

N4Y 

Photos 

It 

8/1 

2A,2Y, 

out 

If 

6/10 

N  Building  Cowlesville 

15  * ,  maple  branch 

ft 

6/19 

N 

incubating 

If 
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Remarks 

Species 

Date 

Status 

Location 

Catbird  (A.) 

6/5 

N4E 

Cowlesville 

Inc  • 

6/11 

N4E 

Inc . 

Catbird  (B) 

6/10 

N3E 

II 

Inc . 

E.  Bluebird 

6/10 

N 

II 

Cavity, in  elm 

6/19 

3Y0 

ft 

Che stnut-s .Warbler  (A)  6/24  N2E 

Bennington 

+  2  Cowbird  eggs 

Observer 


Benham 


6/30 
(B)  6/24 

6/31 

N.Yellowthroat  6/30 

Redstart  6/26 

Scarlet  Tanager  6/26 

Rose-br .Grosbeak  (A)  6/10 

6/19 

"  (B)  6/19 

6/24 
6/27 
8/14 


Slate-c . Junco 

Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 

Swamp  Sparrow 


N2E 

N4Y 

3Y0 

N4Y  Attica 

2Y0  Arkwright 

N  Arkwright 

N  Bennington 

Abandoned 

N2E  Cowlesville 

K4E 

Abandoned ,  empty 
N4Y  Humphrey 


2  Cowbird,  Y 
Berry  Patch, photos 

on  ground  in  thistle  patch 
Adults  feeding  Y 
Adult  inc. 

Adult  Inc. 


6/5 

6/19 

6/10 

6/19 

6/24 

6/10 

6/19 

6/24 

7/4 


N3E 

3Y 

3E1Y 

1E3Y 

empty 


JAl? 


N6E 

1E5Y 

4Y0 


Late  date 

(found  by  Grzybowski )  adults  feeding 

(photos) 
inc . 

A  feeding  Y 
1  Cowbird  egg 
1  Cowbird  Y 
(photos) 
inc  • 
inc . 

feeding  (photos) 


Bennington 

Bennington 

Cowlesville 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


1971  COOPERATIVE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY  (FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE) 


Compiled  by  Walter  Klabunde 


Since  1966  B.O.S.  members  have  been  cooperating  with  the  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  and  Wildlife  in  carrying  out  a  breeding  bird  survey  following 
the  plans  and  rules  described  in  Prothonotary  Vol.  33  No.  10  pages  123-7  (1967) 
and  Vol.  34  N0.  10  page  112  (1968).  This  year  only  eighteen  of  the  nineteen 
routes  are  covered  in  this  report.  The  writer  is  indebted  to  the  following 
members  for  their  cooperation  which  made  this  report  possible. 
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Observer 


Assistant  (s) 


Route  Number  &  Name 


Gus  Yaki 
Lou  Burton 

Clarence  Klingensmith 
Alice  Ulrich 
Edward  L.  Seeber 
Marie  Wendling 
Robert  F,  Andrle 
David  Bigelow 
Paul  Benham 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Stephen  W.  Eaton 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Frances  M,  Rew 
Robert  A.  Bundell 
Edward  L.  Seeber 
Alice  McKale 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Stephen  V/,  Eaton 


Pat  Foy  -  Howard  Martin 
Doris  Burton 
Elizabeth  Brooks 
Mercedeth  Lovelace 
Doris  Seeber 
Margaret  Wendling 
Patricia  Andrle 
Dee  Bigelow 
Joseph  A,  Grzybowski 
Walter  Klabunde 
John  Nelson 
Walter  Klabunde 
Lois  Buck 


Willard  McKale 
Walter  Klabunde 
Conrad  Guenther 


Doris  Seeber 


0-1  Dunnville 

0-45  Phillip's  Creek 
0-46  Swain 

0-52  Mt.  Morris 

0-53  Hamburg 

0-54  West  Seneca 

0-55  Gainsville 

0-56  Cattaraugus 

0-57  East  Java 

0-58  Castile 

0-59  Quaker  Bridge 

0  -  60  Centerville 

0  -  6l  Sheridan 

0-62  Cherry  Hill 

0  -  63  Nashville 

0-64  St.  Johnsburg 

O-65  E.  Youngstown 

0-111  S.  Vandalia 


Table  I  summarizes  the  totals  reported  for  each  species  and  frequency 
of  detection  by  percent  of  routes.  The  total  of  117  species  is  the  highest 
of  the  five  counts  yet  only  3  more  than  the  lowest  total.  (Actually  118 
species  xrere  recorded  but  the  observation  of  a  Blackpoll  Warbler  was 
discounted  as  a  late  migrant  rather  than  a  local  breeding  species).  The 
Broad-xd.ng  Hawk  and  Winter  Wren  constitute  two  new  species  in  the  overall 
five  year  list  bringing  the  total to  141. 

Total  species  recorded  on  individual  routes  varied  from  46  to  73*  but 
the  median  number  58  was  the  same  as  last  year.  The  status  of  the  ten 
most  populous  birds  only  showed  a  change  in  the  position  of  the  last  three 
species.  E.  Meadowlarks  advanced  from  9th  to  8th  place;  American  Goldfinch 
advanced  from  10th  to  9th  position  and  Savannah  Sparrows  dropped  from  8th  to 
10th  place • 

Western  Meadowlark  was  only  heard  on  one  route  in  the  last  two  years, 
this  year  it  was  observed  on  two  additional  routes,  all  in  the  northern 
half  of  our  territory.  In  itself  it  is  apparently  insignificant  but  it 
bears  watching  for  future  trends  of  this  species. 

Of  greater  significance  is  the  fact  that  American  Bittern,  Black  Duck 
and  Turkey  are  missing  for  the  first  time  in  the  five  ye?.rs.  Although 
none  are  normal  roadside  species  most  of  the  pgvious  records  are  either 
multiple  sightings  or  in  more  than  one  route,  which  makes  the  change  more 
significant. 
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TABLE  I 


Species 

Total 

^Routes 

Species 

Total 

^Routes 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

1 

6 

Horned  Lark 

66 

67 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

16 

39 

Tree  Swallow 

56 

61 

Green  Heron 

23 

61 

Bank  Swallow 

206 

50 

Canada  Goose 

2 

6 

Rough-w,  Swallow 

7 

11 

Mallard 

42 

39 

Barn  Swallow 

43? 

100 

Blue-w.  Teal 

2 

6 

Cliff  Swallow 

7 

17 

Wood  Duck 

32 

33 

Purple  Martin 

116 

50 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

6 

Blue  Jay 

102 

89 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

8 

28 

Common  Crow 

648 

100 

Red- should.  Hawk 

5 

23 

Black-c •  Chickadee 

51 

67 

Broad-wing.  Hawk 

1 

6 

White-br .  Nuthatch 

5 

28 

Marsh  Hawk 

1 

6 

Red-br •  Nuthatch 

1 

6 

Sparrow  Hawk 

22 

67 

Brown  Creeper 

4 

11 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2 

11 

House  Wren 

174 

100 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

197 

72 

Winter  Wren 

1 

6 

Killdeer 

161 

100 

Short-b,  Marsh  Wren 

1 

6 

Common  Snipe 

7 

23 

Catbird 

173 

100 

Upland  Plover 

6 

33 

Brown  Trasher 

35 

72 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

13 

39 

Robin 

1590 

100 

Herring  Gull 

14 

6 

Wood  Thrush 

128 

89 

Ring-b.  Gull 

84 

11 

Hermit  Thrush 

8 

17 

Common  Tern 

66 

6 

Veery 

41 

72 

Black  Tern 

2 

6 

Eastern  Bluebird 

5 

28 

Rock  Dove 

363 

77 

Cedar  Waxwing 

222 

94 

Mourning  Dove 

317 

100 

Starling 

2808 

100 

Yellow-b,  Cuckoo 

2 

11 

Yellow- thr.  Vireo 

6 

17 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

13 

56 

Solitary  Vireo 

2 

11 

Screech  Owl 

1 

6 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

172 

94 

Barred  Owl 

1 

6 

Warbling  Vireo 

56 

67 

Common  Nighthawk 

1 

6 

Black-&- White  Warbler 

1 

6 

Chimney  Swift 

60 

77 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

2 

11 

Ruby- t .  Hummi ngbi rd 

3 

17 

Blue-w,  Warbler 

11 

39 

Belted  Kingfisher 

12 

44 

Nashville  Warbler 

3 

17 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

109 

94 

Yellow  Warbler 

350 

100 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

1 

6 

Magnolia  Warbler 

4 

17 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

5 

17 

Black- thr .-Blue  Warbler 

1 

6 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

4 

17 

Black- thr . Gr .Warbler 

20 

28 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

4 

17 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

10 

23 

Downy  Woodpecker 

25 

72 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

30 

61 

Eastern  Kingbird 

66 

94 

Ovenbird 

31 

39 

Gr.  Crest.  Flycatcher 

31 

72 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

2 

11 

Eastern  Phoebe 

49 

83 

La.  Waterthrush 

JL 

6 

Traill’s  Flycatcher 

84 

94 

Mourning  Warbler 

10 

33 

Least  Flycatcher 

69 

83 

Yellowthroat 

195 

100 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

63 

100 

Yellow-br .  Chat 

1 

6 
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TABLE  I  (cont'd) 

Species  Total  '/^Routes  Species  Total  ^Routes 


Hooded  Warbler 

4 

17 

Canada  Warbler 

4 

23 

Amer.  Redstart 

26 

44 

House  Sparrow 

1168 

100 

Bobolink 

4  75 

100 

E.  Meadowlark 

595 

100 

W,  Meadowlark 

3 

17 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3368 

100 

Baltimore  Oriole 

183 

100 

Common  Grackle 

1237 

100 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

303 

100 

Scarlet  Tanager 

24 

72 

Cardinal 

91 

89 

Rose-br,  Grosbeak 

45 

77 

Indigo  Bunting 

73 

89 

Purple  Finch 

23 

50 

Amer,  Goldfinch 

568 

100 

Rufous-s,  Towhee 

109 

89 

Savannah  Sparrow 

524 

100 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

25 

56 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

10 

23 

Vesper  Sparrow 

74 

77 

Slate-col,  Junco 

9 

23 

Chipping  Sparrow 

285 

100 

Field  Sparrow 

157 

94 

Swamp  Sparrow 

21 

39 

Song  Sparrow 

1186 

100 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N,Y.  14092 


FIELD  TRIP  TO  IROQUOIS  REFUGE,  SEPTEMBER  19th,  1971 

By  Paul  Benham 

In  cold,  threatening  weather,  the  B.O.S.  field  trip  made  its  first .stop  at 
the  Turf  Farm  at  Goodrich  and  County  Roads  in  the  Town  of  Clarence.  This  was 
the  locale  of  the  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  sighting  a  week  previously.  This 
day,  however,  produced  only  forty  Golden  Plover,  Water  Pipits  heard  over¬ 
head  and  large  numbers  of  Horned  Larks. 

At  the  Iroquois  Refuge,  we  noted  the  arrival  of  good  numbers  of  Pintail 
and  American  Widgeon.  The  ponds  on  either  sides  of  Sour  Springs  Road  with 
lowered  water  level  contained  Greater  Yellow-legs  and  Snipe.  At  this  point,  the 
rains  came  in  heavy  sheets  making  visibility  almost  impossible,  so  the  trip 
was  disbanded  in  late  morning, 

112  Linden  Avenue,  Kenmore  14217 


NOTES 


OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL  MEMBERS ,  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

1971-1972 


HONORARY  PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 

VICE  PRESIDENT 


Mr.  Harold  Mitchell 
Mr.  Edward  Seeber 
Mr.  Harold  Dodge 
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CUSTODIAN  OF  RECORDS 


TREASURER 

RECORDING  SECRETARY 
CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 
LIBRARIAN 
STATISTICIANS: 


Mrs.  Lincoln  Crone 
Mrs.  Charles  Millard 
Miss  Marie  Wendling 
Miss  Margaret  Wendling 
Dr .  Robert  Andrle 
Mrp  William  Vaughan 
Mr •  Arthur  Clark 


Council  Members 


Term  Expires  1972: 


Term  Expires  1973s 


Term  Expires  1974: 


Robert  Andrle 

Harold  Mitchell 

Miss  Kathrym  Praemassing 


Harold  Freund 

Mrs.  R.  William  Rochester 

Mrs •  Edward  Ulrich 


Paul  Benham 
Mrs.  Clarence  Rote 
William  Vaughan 


A  Seasonal  Reminder 


Dues  for  B.O.S.  membership  for  the  year  1971  -  1172  are  now  overdue! 
Any  members  who  have  overlooked  renewing  their  membership  for  the  current 
year  are  urged  to  do  so  by  sending  a  check  or  money  order  to  the  Society 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone. 


Those  members  who  are  not  receiving  their  monthly  issue  of  The  Prothonotary 
regularly  or  at  all  at  their  permanant  address  or  who  wish  to  temporarily 
change  their  mailing  address,  should  contact  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag  at  832-1498. 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  is  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  new  members: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wavel  Barber,  45  Beverly  Drive,  Depew,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Richard  Beebe,  Pratt  Road,  Batavia,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Kenneth  A.  Cohen,  380  Callodine  Avenue,  Eggertsville ,  N.Y. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Kraetz,  439  Campus  Drive,  Snyder,  N.Y. 

Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley,  Niagara  -  On  -  The  -  Lake,  Ontario 
Mrs.  Edward  Seeber,  54  Cadman  Road,  Williamsville ,  N.Y. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 
Society's  Club-room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 
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Meetings  for  January  to  be  announced  in  a  forthcoming  issue. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


December  19th  -  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Harold  and  Rachel  Axtell,  leaders; 

Contact  leaders  at  1-416-8^1-6999  for  assignment  of 
territory. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale, 

89  Larch  Rd.,  Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226, 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E,  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

NOTE:  If  you  are  not  receiving  your  montly  issue  regularly 
or  if  it  is  incorrectly  addressed,  please  notify 
Dr.  Arthur  Freitag,  1000  Kensington  Ave.,  Buffalo, 
N.Y. ,  14215  (tel.  832-1498) 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y,,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257. 
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PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 

UdKAK  T 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


VOLUME  37 


November  1971 

THE  MONTH 


NUMBER  11 


October  came  and  went  with  not  much  appreciable  weather  change  •  The  first 
half  was  idyllic,  with  the  birds  reacting  as  might  be  expected,  with  very  little 
apparent  migratory  movement.  This  was  the  third  wqxsmest  October  on  record,  with 
an  average  temperature  of  58*7  degrees,  7*9  degrees  above  normal.  There  were  no 
killing  frosts,  and  the  29th  and  31st  produced  record  high  temperatures.  October 
was  also  the  driest  month  since  196 6,  with  a  total  precipitation  of  1*57  inches, 

1.43  inches  below  the  normal.  There  were  no  major  weather  disturbances  throughout 
the  month- 

The  Double-crested  Cormorant,  its  inland  populations  in  trouble  now  for 
some  time,  still  manages  to  occur  within  our  boundaries  as  a  migrant.  After  an 
absence  of  several  years,  the  European  Widgeon  was  again  recorded  in  the  B,  0.  S. 
reporting  area  in  1969*  Since  then,  there  have  been  five  separate  sightings  of 
this  species  involving  at  least  five  individuals,  and  all  occuring  in  October  and 
November. 

Of  considerable  interest  wa\s  an  undocumented  report  of  a  Black  Rail  flushed 
along  the  Swallow  Hollow  trail  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wild  Refuge  on  October  15th. 
While  it  is  generally  not  onr  policy  to  comment  on  birds  not  appearing  in  the 
Noteworthy  Record  section  of  this  paper,  the  circumstances  of  this  observation 
in  terms  of  the  direction  and  proximity  of  observation  warrant  its  mention  here. 
Only  once  before  during  the  century  has  this  species  been  reported  (1933 »  Williams-^ 
ville),  and  this  in  the  days  pripr  to  the  written  verification  system. 

The  count  of  59  Common  Snipe  feeding  in  the  shalloxfs  north  of  Ring  Neck 
Pond  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wild  Refuge  is  the  second  highest  area  total  for  one 
locality,  .The  Western  Sandpiper  record  was  the  only  report  of  this  species  for  the 
entire  year. 
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411  interested  observers  had  ample  time  to  study  the  Hudsonian  Godwit 
at  the  Iroquois  National  Wild  Refuge  which  for  several  weeks  kept  company  with 
two  Long-billed  Dowitchers  and  other  shorebirds  across  from  Ring  Neck  pool. 

Although  only  one  Snowy  Owl  was  reported  for  the  month  (what  appears  to  be 
two  birds  in  the  Noteworthy  Record  section  is  in  fact  but  one,  the  same  bird  having 
flown  across  the  Niagara  River  where  it  was  rediscovered),  at  lkast  two  other 
earlier  reports  had  been  rumored.  These  initiated  the  first  Snowy  Owl  invasion 
in  several  years. 


Otherwise,  it  was  the  unusually  mild  weather  that  provided  the  spotlight. 
The  reader  is  referred  to  the  Noteworthy  Records  section  to  note  the  many  late 
departure  dates.  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Ovenbird,  Chat  and  Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
have  never  been  recorded  on  later  dates  in  the  B.O.S.  reporting  region  than  those 
depicted.  The  Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  the  latest  ever  by  nine  full  days. 

The  five  House  Finches,  very  possibly  a  family  group,  were  present 
several  times  daily  at  the  Kraetz'  feeder  throughout  the  month.  There  have  been 
other  reports  of  House  Finches  at  feeders  in  Amherst  this  month,  but  none  of  these 
were  submitted  for  publication. 

Richard  Brownstein 
530  Walbridge  Building 
Buffalo,  New  York 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


* 


F 

L 


(f) 


indicates 

indicates 

indicates 

indicates 


first  record  for  the  year 
first  record  for  the  migration 
last  record  for  the  migration 
records  from  feeding  stations 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 


New  York  and  Adjacent 

Ontario" 

(B.O.S. , 

1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 

permanent  files  of  the 

B.'o.s. ; 

V  r 

’  i 

Common  Loon 

Oct. 

1? 

1  Mayville , Chaut .  L. 

Sundell 

II 

27 

1  Hamburg  Town  Pk. 

Bourne 

D . -ere  st . Cormorant 

»• 

3 

1  Barcelona 

Sunell 

ft 

8 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Webster 

ft 

17 

1  Queenston,0nt. 

Brownstein 

Green  Heron 

Oct. 

31 

1  Canadaway  Cr.. 

Rew,Klabundes 

Whistling  Swan 

91 

17F 

3  Langford  Pond 

Me  Kales 

It 

19 

4  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

Canada  Goose 

It 

22 

142  Bemus  Point 

Carlson 

•  1 

23 

200  Beaver  Meadow  R. ,N 

.Java,  Eenzler 
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Brant 

Oct, 

17F 

22 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Be nham, Black 

Snow  Goose 

ft 

18  F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

tl 

20 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Webster  et  al 

u 

21 

2 

Iroquois  NT® 

Freitag 

tl 

22 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew  et  al 

Blue  Goose 

It 

17F 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  et  al 

If 

20 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Webster  et  al 

Black  Duck 

If 

9 

150 

Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

European  Widgeon 

Oct. 

16 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Brownstein 

Oct. 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Ulrich  et  al 

Oct, 

28 

2 

Iroquois  MI® 

Axtells 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ft 

17 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Brownstein  etal 

Canvasback 

If 

20 

190 

Mayville , Chaut . L . 

Carlson 

Bufflehead. 

It 

14F 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

White-w  Scoter 

tl 

17 

3 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

•i 

26 

18 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Surf  Scoter 

ft 

21 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

^Common  Scoter 

ff 

6f 

3 

Bay  View 

Bourne 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

1 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Webster , Wolfe 

"  17,31 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

28 

1 

Dunkirk 

Carlson 

m 

28 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

n 

31 

1 

Mayville , Chaut • L • 

Sundell , Robinson 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  et  al 

Turkey  Vulture 

ii 

30 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd. 

,0nt,  Axtells 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

it 

6 

1 

over  Buffalo 

Crones 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

ft 

3 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

ft 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

ft 

29 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd. 

,0nt.  Axtells 

Osprey 

"6,7,21,28, 

31  2, 

1,1, 1,1  Belmont 

Burtons  et  al 

"  23,24 

1,1 

Beaver  Meadow  R,,N 

.Java  Henzler 

Turkey 

If 

30 

2 

Cassadaga 

Rew 

American  Coot 

If 

20 

1300 

Mayville , Chaut . L • 

Carlson 

Semi palm.  Plover 

II 

18 

1 

Iroquois  NT® 

Beebe 

American  Golden  Plover 

ft 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

"  16 

,17 

20,20 

Clarence  Center 

Brownstein 

tf 

16 

46 

Clarence  Center 

Wend  lings 

Common  Snipe 

It 

22 

44 

Iroquois  NT® 

Rew  et  al 

II 

30 

59 

Iroquois  NT® 

Brownstein, 

Schaffner 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

Oct. 

31L 

1 

Canadaway  Cr. 

ReW , Klabunde  s 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

If 

17 

18 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  et  al 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

II 

24L 

1 

Iroquois  NT® 

Freitag 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

II 

22 

7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew  et  al 

W.-rump  Sandpiper 

•  1 

30 

1 

Grant  Pt.,0nt.  Brownstein,Schaffner 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

II 

1 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Least  Sandpiper 

It 

18L 

1 

Iroquois  NT® 

Beebe 

Dunlin 

It 

30 

90 

Grant  Pt.,  Ont .Brownstein,Schaffner 

*Long-b.  Dowitcher 

tl 

28 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Axtells 
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Stilt  Sandpiper 

Oct. 

3,8L 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

Semi palm. Sandpiper 

t» 

15  L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

♦Western  Sandpiper 

ft 

3 

.  1  Fort  Erie ,  Ont  • 

Benham  ot  al 

♦Hudsonian  Godwit 

•t 

16,17 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Brownstein 

It 

17 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  et  al 

II 

22 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

.Row  @t  al 

If 

22 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Rew  et  al 

Red  Phalarope 

Oct. 

15,18 

1,1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Franklin's  Gull 

II 

17 

3  Queenston,0nt. 

Benham 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

ft 

25 

32  Mayville 

Sunell 

Little  Gull 

If 

17 

6  Queenston,0nt. 

Benham 

it 

26 

1  Bay  View 

Bourne 

Forster's  Tern 

M 

17 

5  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Brownstein 

If 

30,31 

2,1  ft.  of  Austin  St., 

Bflo. 

\  s 

Brownstein, et  al 

Snowy  Owl 

Oct. 

■  ‘  27 

1  Fort  Erie,  0nt, 

Axtells  et  al 

Oct. 

27 

1  Squaw  Is.,Bflo. 

Brownstein 

Long-eared  Owl 

II 

29 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Saw-whet  Owl 

If 

»  .  30F 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Common  Nighthawk 

If 

.  1 

47  over  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

It 

1 

20  over  Amherst 

Webster , Wolfe 

Chimney  Swift 

ti 

5 

5  Buff alb 

Freitag 

Oct, 

•14,15, 16L  17,12,3  Buffalo 

Brownstein 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

II 

26L 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Common  Crow 

II 

22 

380  Lancaster 

Rew  et  al 

Common  Crow  (albino) 

II 

2 

1  Newstead  Twp. 

' Amey  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-31 

1-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br  Nuthatch 

ft 

1-27 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

2,14,17,30 

2, 2, 6, 2  Alfred 

Brooks 

If 

7 

IS.  Wales  (tower  kill)  A. Clark 

' 

II 

.  .  26 

1  Colden  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

II 

16,18 

1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

16,31 

2,1  L0ckport 

Crones 

Wood  Thrush 

II 

1 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

1 

1  Lakeside  Cem. , Hamburg  Bourne 

Swainson  Thrush 

It 

18L 

5  Oak  Orchard  area 

Beebe 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

II 

11 

S.  Wales  (tower  kill)  A. Clark 

4  •» 

11 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Oct. 

26  L 

2  Colden  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

Eastern  Bluebird 

If 

18 

10  Town  of  Amity 

Burtons 

II 

22 

2  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

II 

24,26 

251,15  S.  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

•  I 

24,26 

28,17  Colden  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

II 

24 

30  S.  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

Water  Pipit 

n 

22 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Rew  et  al 

It 

31 

32  Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew 

II 

31 

35  Clarence  Cente4 

Wend lings 

Solitary  Vireo 

It 

13L 

4  Oak  Orchard  area 

Danner 
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Red-eyed  Vireo 

Oct, 

26  L 

2 

Colden  (tower  kill)  A,  Clark 

B1.-&W.  Warbler 

Oct, 

28  L 

1 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

If 

24L 

1 

S, Wales  (tower  kill)  A,  Clark 

Parula  Warbler 

•  1 

7 

1 

S.  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

Oct, 

17L 

1 

S.  Wales  (tower  kill)  A.  Clark 

Bl.-thr,  Gr,  Warbler 

~2SL 

1 

Colden  (tower 

kill)  A.  Clark 

Bay-br,  Warbler 

Got , 

17L 

1 

S,  Wales  (tower  kill)  A, Clark 

Pine  Warbler 

Oct, 

5 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Oct, 

7L 

1 

Colden  (tower 

kill)  A.  Clark 

Ovenbird 

Oct, 

17L 

1 

Grand  Is.  (tower  kill)  A,  Clark 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

Oct, 

12L 

1 

West  Seneca 

Kikta 

American  Redstart 

II 

17 

1 

S,  Wales  (tower  kill)  A,  Clark 

Oct, 

26  L 

1 

Colden  (tower  kill)  A,  Clark 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

If 

22 

600 

Alabama  Twp, 

Rew  et  al 

Scarlet  Tanager 

II 

6 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

II 

2 

1 

West  Almond 

Burtons 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

29  F 

2 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

fl 

30 

4 

Rose  Hill  Rd,, 

Ont.  Axtells 

House  Finch 

II 

28 

5 

Snyder  (f) 

Axtells  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

29 

7 

Bay  View 

Bourne 

II 

30 

1 

James  tox^jn 

Sundell 

Savannah  Sparrow 

II 

26  L 

1 

Colden  (tower 

kill)  A,  Clark 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

Oct, 

11L 

1 

S,  Wales  (towe 

r  kill)  A.  Clark 

White-cr,  Sparrow 

It 

2F 

2 

West  Almond 

Burtons 

II 

5-31 

1-5 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Swamp  Sparrow 

ft 

9 

50 

Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

28F 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Gamble 

II 

31 

4 

Barcelona 

Sundell , Robinson 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  previously 

recorded  this  year: 

266 

Additbnal  species, 

subspecies 

and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue : 

4 

Total  for  1971:  270 


NESTING  RECORDS 


ERRATUM 


Vol,  37  August  1971  No,  8  p,  114 


Wood  Duck 

May  31 

2N3E9Y 

Mils 

Mils, 

Alleg.  Co, 

should  read : 

Wood  D  uck 

May  31 

3YO&9YO 

Mils 

Mils, 

Alleg,  Co, 

(two  broods) 


Moores 


Moores 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
OCTOBER  BIRD  COUNT  1971 

Compiled  by  Walter  Klabunde 

On  Sunday,  October  10,  1971,  188  members  and  friends  joined  in  what  most 
considered  a  poor  day  for  birding.  Most  areas  experienced  a  heavy  fog  in  the 
morning,  some  even  had  rain  with  temperatures  in  the  40s  and  50s,  Generally  the 
atmosphere  cleared  by  noon  with  temperatures  rising  into  the  60s  in  many  areas. 
One  favorable  aspect  of  the  weather  'was  light  SW  to  W  winds  of  0  -  8  mph. 

In  spite  of  the  "shortened”  day  168  species  and  over  133,000  birds  were 
recorded.  The  accompanying  table  compares  this- years  results  with  the  high¬ 
lights  of  those  obtained  in  the  previous  ten  years.  The  highlights  include  the 
maximum  of  high  recorded  for  each  species  as  well  as  the  minimum  or  low,  and  the 
median  number.  The  latter  represents  the  number  -that  was  equalled  or  surpassed 
in  five  of  the  ten  years  and  likewise  equal  or  greater  than  the  number  recorded 
the  other  five  years.  Also  where  the  species  was  only,  observed  in  one  or  two 
territories  this  year  these  are  indicated  in  the  last  column. 

The  ten  year  summary  shows  that  a  total  of  216  species  have  been  recorded. 
Six  species  were  added  to  the  list  this  year. 

Compilers  and  observers  in  the  twenty  five  sections  reporting  were  as 
follows: 

Section  Compilers  and  Observers 

1  -  Fonthill  -  John  Black,  Harold  Lancaster  and  R,  Walters. 

2  -  Thor  old  -  Harriette  Klabunde  and  Walter  Klabunde  ,, 

3  -  Wilson  -  William  C.  Vaughan 

4  -  Middleport  -  John  Lehrer 

5  -  Oak  Orchard  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Rick  Zehr,  Neil  Goodman,  and 

Brian  Lewandowski, 

6  -  Port  Maitland  -  No  report. 

7  -  Lowbanks  -  Paul  Benham 

8  -  Fort  Erie  -  Edward  Seeber,  Doris  Seeber,  E.  Paulson  and  J.  Cole. 

9  -  Grand  Island  -  Lincoln  Nutting  and  Barbara  Nutting 

10  -  Akron  -  James  Braunberns 

11  -  Buffalo  -  Arthur  Freitag,  Joseph  Kikta,  Ted  Makow  and  Marie  Wendling 

12  -  Lancaster  -  Marie  Wendling,  Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner,  Fred  Danner, 

Ray  Frans,  Nellie  Karlak,  Gladys  Newton,’ Mrs.  Peg  Shafer, 

Dr.  Milton  Schultz,  Cornelius  Stumm,  Gertrude  Stumm,  Gertrude 
Webster,  Margaret  Wendling,  and  Cy  Wolf ling, 

13  -  Batavia  -  Kathryn  M.  Pixley,  Norma  Annabel,  Russel  Annabal,  George 

Buckland,  Ronald  Calantonio,  Dick  Kloos,  Jane  Mason,  Max 
Maxon,  George  Mahaney  and  Don  Thurau. 
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Section 


Compilers  and  Observers 


14  -  Hamburg  -  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Ruth  Avery,  Anna  Mae  Bacon, 

John  E.  Bacon,  Nancy  Behzing,  David  Bigelow,  Dee  Bigelow, 
Richard  Drobits,  Adelaide  Hurley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C,  ,P.  Mauser, 
Edna  Murray,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Newton,  Lynn  Rochester,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.  F,  Webb  and  Ellen  Woolley, 

15  -  Java  -  Alice  Ulrich,  Grace  Sisilar,  Margaret  Wendling  and  Marie  Wendling 

16  -  Angola  -  Richard  Byron 

17  -  Cattaraugus  -  D^vid  Bigelow,  and  D©e  Bigelow 

18  -  Delavan  -  Lincoln  Crone  and  Marion  Crone,  Donald  Clark,  Jane  Clark, 

Alice  Me Kale,  and  Willard  McKale. 

19  -  Fillmore  -  Katherine  Palmer,  Ruth  Gilman,  Clara  Henderson, 

Marjorie  Main,  Ada  mils,  Jane  Moore,  Andrew  Mullen, 

Michael  Pitzrick,  Mrs.  David  Richardson,  Mr.  add  Mrs. 

Claude  Sandford,  Mrs.  Donald  B.  Smith  and  Larry  Wilson. 

20  -  Silver  Creek  -  Frances  M,  Pew 

21  -  Cherry  Creek  -  Douglas  Carlson,  Gilbert  Bergeson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Otto  Carlson,  Calla  Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  Annabelle 
Hiller,  Steve  Maggio,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Robinson 

22  -  Sherman  -  Douglas  Carlson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theo  Elderkin  and 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Peter  Robinson. 

23  -  Frewsburg  -  Douglas  Carlson,  Annabelle  Hiller,  Steve  Maggio, 

Archie  Richardson  and  Robert  Sundell, 

24  -  Allegany  State  Park  -  No  report 

25  -  Allegany  -  No  report 

26  -  Cuba  -  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Lou  Burton,  Kathryn  Brown,  Helen  Champlin, 

Joseph  Chernic,  Alic  Driscoll,  Helen  Goldthwait, 

Mina  Guilford,  Mary  Louise  Moser,  Mrs.  Frank  Resch, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  RuJison  Sr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wesley 
Serra,  Mrs.  Benson  Smith,  Oren  L.  Smith  Sr.,  Mrs. 

Kenneth  Truesdell  and  Mrs.  Neil  Wilson. 

27  -  Bolivar  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Celestia  Abbot,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Frank  Apsey,  Anna  Ayres,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Babcock, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier,  Mrs.  .Alton  Case,  Mrs. 

Sherman  Childs,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Cook,  Frances 
Hunt,  Laura  Ingram,  Norman  Ives,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Keople,  Mildred  Marshall,  Joe  McLaughlin,  Mr.  and  Mrs, 

Wm,  W.  Serra,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz  and  Ted  Vossler. 

28  -  Alfred  -  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Erma  Larson,  Raymond  Pitzrick, 

Vivian  Pitzrick,  June  Babcock,  Mrs.  Fred  Bay less, 

Catherine  Bernard,  Gail  Bernard,  Davis  Burdick,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Llewellyn  Casterline, 

Minnie  E.  Clark,  Claire  Coats,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn 
Coats,  Jim  Copenheaver,  L.  A,  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt, 

Carol  Ellenson,  Cristine  Ferrand,  Eva  Ford,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Eddy  Foster,  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay 
Gibson,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Gilmour,  liarge  Graves, 

Mrs.  Milton  Hampton,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D  vid.  Lewis,  Robert 
McCauley,  Virginia  McCauley,  Mia  non  Poole,  Ana  Reynolds, 

Douglas  Reynolds,  Dr.  add  Mrs.  Everett  Rhodes,  Helen 
Robinson,  Helen  Thomas  and  Ted  Vossler. 
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1961  - 

1970 

1971 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

Total 

Sections 

Common  Loon 

13 

0 

3 

2 

3 

Red-necked  Grebe 

3 

0 

0 

H0rned  Grebe 

18? 

9 

45 

70 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

179 

26 

56 

126 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

4 

0 

l 

1 

23 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

116 

14 

61 

95 

Green  Heron 

16 

0 

8 

7 

- 

B,-cr,  Night  Heron 

11 

0 

3 

8 

11 

/\mer.  Bittern 

9 

0 

2 

1 

14 

Whistling  ST,Tan 

2 

0 

0 

Canada  Goose 

13,321 

552 

2,455 

10,729 

Brant 

3 

0 

0 

Snow  Goose 

13 

0 

0 

Blue  Goose 

1 

0 

0 

Mallard 

1.658 

345 

976 

1,530 

Black  Duck 

690 

265 

447 

397 

Gadwall 

17 

0 

3 

3 

7,9 

Pintail 

333 

13 

45 

168 

Green-w.  Teal 

155 

0 

64 

63 

Blue-w,  Teal 

186 

0 

120 

101 

American  Widgeon 

1,595 

81 

615 

362 

Shove ler 

27 

0 

3 

3 

5,22 

Wood  Duck 

387 

56 

172 

26o 

Redhead 

78 

0 

4 

3 

14 

Ring-necked  Duck 

37 

0 

3 

5 

5 

Canvasback 

11 

0 

1 

13 

8,21 

Greater  Scaup 

4,005 

5 

452 

97 

Lesser  Scaup 

655 

7 

32 

17 

Common  G9 Id eneye 

7 

0 

0 

24* 

Bufflehead 

13 

0 

1 

Old squaw 

190 

0 

2 

White-w ,  Sc oter 

434 

2 

37 

3 

1 

Surf  Scoter 

118 

0 

11 

6 

1 

Common  Scoter 

14 

0 

3 

Ruddy  Duck 

68 

0 

12 

8 

Hooded  Merganser 

10 

1 

4 

2 

2,7 

Common  Merganser 

108 

0 

3 

3 

8,27 

Red-br.  Merganser 

130 

0 

31 

2 

3 

Turkey  Vulture 

55 

7 

22 

29 

Sharp- sh .  Hawk 

IQ 

0 

6 

11 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

1  ' 

2 

5 

4 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

17. 

36 

76 

178 

Red- should.  Hawk 

22 

4 

10 

16 

Broad-wing .  Hawk 

8 

0 

1 

6 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

12 

0 

1 

1 

5 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

0 

0 

Marsh  Hawk 

47 

9 

26 

37 
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1961  - 

1970 

1971 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

Total 

Sections 

Osprey 

10 

0 

3 

7 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

0 

0 

Pigeon  Hawk 

1 

0 

0 

1 

14 

Sparrow  Hawk 

124 

16 

54 

63 

Ruffed  Grouse 

82 

6 

45 

44 

Chukar 

0 

0 

0 

1 

9 

Bobwhite 

25 

0 

0 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

281 

68 

142 

153 

Turkey 

41 

0 

14 

21 

King  Rail 

1 

0 

0 

Virginia  Rail 

23 

0 

.0 

Sora 

3 

0 

0 

Common  Gallinule 

25 

0 

7 

27 

American  Coot 

2,034 

4 

44  5 

992 

Semi palm.  Plover 

32 

0 

12 

Killdeer 

942 

359 

685 

811 

Amer.  Golden  Plover 

624 

0 

4 

123 

Black-bell.  Plover 

97 

8 

25 

8 

8,14 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

7 

0 

1 

Amer.  Woodcock 

51 

2 

20 

13 

Common  Snipe 

74 

11 

30 

21 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

6 

0 

1 

4 

19,27 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3 

0 

2 

1 

28 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

105 

7 

33 

19 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

33 

7 

19 

23 

Knot 

7 

0 

0 

3 

5,7 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

71 

0 

16 

11 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 

23 

0 

1 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

2 

0 

0 

Least  Sandpiper 

12 

0 

3 

Dunlin 

367 

19 

240 

37 

Long-b,  Dowitcher 

3 

0 

O' 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

2 

0 

0 

Semi palm.  Sandpiper 

51 

0 

14 

1 

5 

Sanderling 

195 

32 

56 

15 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

1 

0 

0 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

0 

0 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

116 

10 

41 

29 

Herring  Full 

3,323 

766 

1,739 

1,712 

Ring-b.  Gull 

10,046 

2,931 

5,170 

3,463 

Laughing  Gull 

1 

0 

0 

Black-b.  Gull 

1 

0 

0 

Franklin’s  Gull 

7 

0 

1 

3 

7,11 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

8,343 

32 

971 

1,200 

Little  Gull 

3 

0 

1 

Forster's  Tern 

11 

0 

0 

Common  Tern 

4,261 

64 

290 

909 

Black  Tern 

7 

0 

2 
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1961  - 

1970 

1971 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

Total 

Rock  Dove 

1.565 

0* 

572 

938 

Mourning  Dove 

369 

74 

200 

587 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

2 

0 

0 

Black-b,  Cuckoo 

7 

0 

1 

Groove-b .  Ani 

1 

0 

0 

Barn  Owl 

7 

0 

0 

Screech  Owl 

12 

2 

4 

14 

Great  Horned  Owl 

9 

0 

4 

17 

Barred  Owl 

3 

0 

1 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

0 

1 

Whip-poor-will 

1 

0 

0 

Common  Nighthawk 

6 

0 

1 

1 

Chimney  Swift 

128 

0 

1 

3 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

7 

0 

0 

6 

Belted  Kingfisher 

145 

19 

66 

82 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

467 

59 

161 

304 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

13 

2 

7 

10 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

5 

0 

4 

5 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

23 

2 

7 

7 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

71 

5 

15 

37 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

117 

19 

51 

80 

Downy  Woodpecker 

346 

130 

212 

295 

Eastern  Kingbird 

2 

0 

0 

Gr.  Crest,  Flycatcher 

1 

0 

0 

Eastern  Phoebe 

86 

0 

49 

66 

Yellow-b .  Flycatcher 

1 

0 

0 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

39 

0 

0 

4 

Horned  Lark 

E,  a.  alpestris 

17 

0 

0 

E.  a.  praticola 

334 

35 

176 

115 

Tree  Swallow 

26 

0 

8 

1271 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

43 

0 

5 

15 

Barn  Swallow 

52 

0 

0 

2 

Purple  Martin 

23 

0 

1 

Blue  Jay 

1,871 

331 

848 

1.534 

Common  Crow 

3,946 

1,474 

2,263 

2,042 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

1,861 

546 

1,026 

1,257 

Tufted  Titmouse 

15 

1 

5 

18 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

451 

103 

196 

286 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

132 

2 

19 

64 

Brown  Creeper 

273 

27 

53 

67 

House  Wren 

24 

1 

7 

15 

Winter  Wren 

66 

4 

24 

29 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

0 

0 

5 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

65 

0 

3 

1 

Short-b,  Marsh  Wren 

2 

0 

1 

*Rock  Doves  were  omitted  from  many  earlier  counts. 


Sections 


26 

17 


5,17 

7 


10 
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1961  - 

1970 

1971 

• 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

Total 

Sections 

Mockingbird 

14 

0 

3 

5 

Catbird 

139 

9 

50 

69 

Brown  Thrasher 

21 

0 

11 

13 

Robin 

8,770 

1,813 

5,133 

6,081 

Wood  Thrush 

10 

1 

6 

8 

Hermit  Thrush 

110 

21 

53 

196 

Saainson's  Thrush 

67 

5 

18 

41 

Gray-ch •  Thrush 

16 

0 

3 

6 

Eastern  Bluebird 

263 

66 

114 

216 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

1 

0 

0 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

900 

108 

351 

717 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1,155 

90 

323 

314 

Water  Pipit 

434 

23 

64 

84 

Cedar  Waxwing 

833 

195 

529 

1,597 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

0 

0 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

1 

0 

0 

Starling 

77,9X4 

22,692 

44,394 

45,586 

Solitary  Vireo 

12 

1 

3 

13 

7,13 

Red-gyed  Vireo 

44 

0 

5 

9 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

4 

0 

1 

Bl.-  &  -w.  Warbler 

8 

0 

2 

5 

Tennessee  Warbler 

23 

0 

2 

2 

8,13 

Orange-cr,  Warbler 

14 

1 

4 

5 

Nashville  Warbler 

40 

2 

10 

23 

Parula  Warbler 

•  4 

0 

0 

Magnolia  Warbler 

71 

1 

19 

111 

Cape  May  Warbler 

17 

0 

3 

23 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

83 

0 

3 

8 

Myrtle  Warbler 

3,734 

484 

875 

1,738 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

42 

0 

6 

27 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

15 

0 

1 

3 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

10 

0 

2 

14 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

25 

0 

3 

4 

8,12 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

16 

0 

4 

5 

5,19 

Pine  Warbler 

2 

0 

0 

Palm  Warbler 

64 

2 

17 

53 

Ovenbird 

35 

0 

0 

17 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

4 

0 

1 

Conn.  Warbler 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Yellowthroat 

76 

0 

8 

9 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

9 

0 

0 

11 

Canada  Wabbler 

1 

0 

0 

7 

3,28 

tme r.  Redstart 

19 

1 

3 

4 

House  Sparrow 

8,340 

2,851 

5,200 

4,933 

Bobolink 

1 

0 

0 

E,  Meadowlark 

857 

362 

664 

712 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

56,222 

11,539 

24,400 

19,347 
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1961  - 

1970 

1971 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

Total 

Sections 

Rusty  Blackbird 

989 

217 

722 

654 

Common  Grackle 

28,379 

1,021 

4,652 

1,652 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

4,183 

1,366 

3,033 

2,816 

8 

Scarlet  T^nager 

13 

0 

0 

2 

Cardinal 

322 

72 

118 

273 

26 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

15 

0 

5 

1 

Dickcissel 

1 

0 

0 

Evening  Grosbeak 

6 

0 

0 

3 

28 

Purple  Finch 

165 

5 

34 

201 

Pine  Grosbeak 

1 

0 

0 

236 

Pine  Siskin 

355 

0 

29 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

4,872 

717 

2,061 

3,252 

White -w.  Crossbill 

7 

0 

0 

Ruf  ou  s- s .  Towhe  e 

265 

17 

75 

130 

Savannah  Sparrow 

131 

21 

65 

228 

Vesper  Sparrow 

391 

40 

165 

233 

Slate-col.  Junco 

2,944 

470 

1,644 

1,705 

Chipping  Sparrow 

580 

71 

342 

817 

Field  Sparrow 

539 

40 

299 

491 

Wh.-cr .  Sparrow 

1,495 

81 

463 

390 

Wh • -thr .  Sparrow 

5,867 

607 

1,780 

2,971 

Fox  Sparrow 

23 

4 

15 

9 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

12 

0 

6 

10 

Swamp  Sparrow 

323 

22 

124 

131 

Song  Sparrow 

2,875 

550 

1,670 

1,937 

Lapland  Long spur 

7 

0 

0 

Snow  Bunting 

3 

0 

0 

Total  Species 

182 

137 

159 

160 

Tital  Individuals 

186,700 

71,200 

131,700 

133,417 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  the  188  observers  who  sent  in  their  data  which 
made  this  report  possible.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  see  how  the 
sections  in  which  large  numbers  of  observers  covered  the  area  invariably 
come  up  with  the  larger  list,  which  shows  the  value  of  extended  coverage. 

4923  Creek  Rd.,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 
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BOOK  REVIEW 

Louis  Agassiz  Fuertes  &  the  Singular  Beauty  of  Birds.  Edited  by  George 
Marc  ham.  Harper  &  Row,  New  York.  1971s  11#  X  14#  in.,  220  pp.,  76  black 

and  white  drawings,  60  color  plates,  $35 •00* 

Reviewed  by  Richard  Brownstein 

The  emphasis  of  this  large  and  rather  elegant  book  is  on  Fuertes  the 
man  as  well  as  Fuertes  the  artist.  For  an  insight  to  the  former  we  have  the 
heretofore  unpublished  letters  of  Fuertes  written  mostly  to  his  family  while 
on  his  various  collecting  expeditions  in  both  hemispheres. 

At  the  outset,  let  me  say  that  the  true  value  of  the  book  is  aesthetic. 

It  is  neither  scientific  nor  bibliographic,  but  gives  the  reader  instead 
glimpses  of  the  inner  man  -  the  real  Fuertes.  For  Fuertes  is  a  legend  today 
even  as  he  was  while  he  was  alive;  probably  the  greatest  overall  portrayer  of 
birds  the  world  has  seen, 

I  will  not  discuss  the  content  of  his  letters  other  than  to  say  that 
at  the  end  of  the  book  the  reader  is  compelled  to  feel  a  spirit  of  comraderie 
with  the  artist;  we  know  that  he  was  one  of  us  -  we  know  that  had  times  and 
distances  been  different  we  would  somehow  have  been  good  friends.  His  letters 
are  so  relevant  to  the  things  that  we  in  our  fraternity  love  so  dearly,  that 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  between  45  and  70  years  have  elapsed  since  their 
authorship,  they  read  as  being  totally  current. 

While  the  artistry  of  the  drawings  and  paintings  speaks  for  itself, 
there  are  a  number  of  things  which  must  lend  themselves  to  criticism.  For  a 
book  of  this  scope  and  cost,  the  extent  of  the  carelessness  in  the  proofreading 
of  the  titles  to  the  various  plates  is  to  me  incomprehensible.  Whoever  it  was 
that  identified  Fuertes"  drawings  and  sketches  simply  was  not  proficient  in 
field  identification.  For  example*,  the  drawings  on  pg.  7  and  25  are  clearly 
Eared  and  not  Horned  Grebes.  On  pg.  6,  the  two  birds  are  Woodcock  and  not 
Snipe.  The  caption  for  the  drawing  on  pg.  18  should  read  Least  Bittern  and  not 
Green  Heron.  On©  could  go  on  almost  ad  infinitum,  but  the  point  has  been  made. 

N0  less  than  14  such  black  and  white  drawings  are  mislabeled,  as  is  a  magnificent 
color  plate  (#58)  which  confuses  Goshawk  and  Gyrfalcon. 

The  artistry  and  the  printed  word  do  final  favor,  however.  Plate 
reproduction  is  in  general  quite  good.  The  cloth  bound  covers  tend  to  warp, 
but  otherwise  the  quality  of  the  book  is  good. 

All  in  all,  this  is  a  must  for  anyone  who  is  collecting  books  on 
wildlife  and/or  bird  artistry.  It  will  never  cease  to  be  a  main  attraction 
when  your  fellow  naturalists  come  to  call. 


43  Court  Street,  Buffalo  14202 


-150- 


Vol .  37,  No.  11 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the 
Society* s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Jan.  12  -  "Arctic  Patrol"  -  An  illustrated  lecture  on  a  1971  trip  north 

of  the  Arctic  Circle  in  Alaska,  Lawrence  S.  Smith,  Refuge  Manager, 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

Jan,  26  -  Report  on  1971  Egg  Research  Project.  Dr*  Robert  Blake  Reeves. 

-  Birds  of  the  Dry  Tortugas.  Dp.  Robert  F,  Andrle  and  Paul  M. 

Benhara, 

-  Report  on  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Dr,  Harold  H.  Axtell. 


PRCGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Jan.  15  -  Annual  winter  waterfowl  count;  target  date  -  Sunday,  January  16, 

through  1971.  Marie  A.  Wendling,  leader  (Tel,  632-6625). 

Jan,  23 


Jan.  29  -  Saturday.  Cooperative  field  trip  Tfiith  Allegany  Bird  Club 

to  Allegany  County,  to  be  led  by  Lou  Burton.  Harold  D. 
Mitchell,  local  leader  (Tel,  633-8612) ,  Meet  at  Farm 
and  Home  Center  parking  lot  (opposite  Roycroft  Inn),  East 
Aurora,  8:00  a.m.  Meet  Burtons  at  Allegany  -  Cattaraugus 
County  line  on  County  Road  #3  (Freedom-Centerville  Road), 
about  one  mile  east  of  Freedom.  (Ref.  B.O.S,  Section  #15 
map ,  U-16 ) . 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Willard  McKale, 

89  Larch  Rd.,  Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226, 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E,  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave . ,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257* 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


The  Future  of  The  Prothonotary 


Since  July  1969  the  Society's  monthly  publication,  The  Prothonotary.  has 
been  mimeographed,  collated  and  stapled  at  a  minimal  cost  of  ten  dollars  monthly  to 
our  Society.  However,  material  and  mailing  costs  and  typist "s  fees  have  resulted 
in  ever  increasing  expenses  not  completely  covered  by  subscriptions.  These  deficits 
have  been  absorbed  for  the  past  two  years  by  disbursements  from  the  General  Fund  of 
the  Society's  treasury  which  consists  of  the  dues  of  the  membership. 

Now  we  are  confronted  with  the  serious  question  of  deciding  the  future  course  of 
action  in  publishing  this  journal  as  the  mimeograph  facilities  which  have  served  us 
so  well  since  1969  are  no  longer  available.  This  presents  the  urgent  problem  of 
choosing  alternatives  of  contracting  with  a  commercial  press  for  a  monthly  paper 
printed  by  photo-offset  process  or  a  return  of  responsibility  for  printing,  collating 
and  stapling  our  paper  to  committees  of  volunteers  from  the  Society's  membership. 

For  many  years  a  dedicated  handful  of  members  put  in  long  hours  each  month  to  in¬ 
sure  delivery  of  The  Prothonotary  by  this  kind  of  effort  and  it  is  well  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  consider  the  cost  of  contracting  with  outside  help  to  achieve  this  result. 

The  Council  has  received  the  following  estimate  of  cost  for  photo-offset  printing 
by  a  commercial  printer  for  twelve  six  sheet  (12  page)  issues  as  follows: 
printing  -  $486;  collating  &  stapling  -  $144;  tax  -  $37.80;  total  less  10  %  dis¬ 
count  -  $601.02  -  Add  the  following  current  costs  of  typist  fees  of  $144  per  annum 
and  mailing  costs  of  $100  per  annum  and  we  have  a  grand  total  of  $845.02. 

At  best  estimate,  our  current  subscription  reciepts  are  $430  per  annum.  The 
reader  must  remember  that  such  a  contractual  arrangement  with  its  increase  in  sub¬ 
scription  rates  will  also  result  in  an  attractive  format  with  the  option  of  publish¬ 
ing  photographs  and  schematic  illustrations.  If*  we  elect  to  buy  our  own  mimeograph 
machine  and  operate  it  with  volunteers  from  the  membership,  costs  will  be  apprec¬ 
iably  less.  Please  fill  out  the  following  questionairre  and  return  it  immediately 
to  Joseph  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 


I  favor  contracting  with  a  commercial  press  for  photo-offset  printing  (  ) 

I  favor  purchasing  a  mimeograph  machine  and  printing  The  Prothonotary  with 
volunteer  help  from  the  membership  (  ) 

I  am  willing  to  volunteer  my  services  to  serve  in  printing,  collating  & 
stapling  The  Prothonotary  (  ) 

I  favor  continuing  publication  of  The  Prothonotary  on  a  monthly  basis  (  ) 


I  favor  a  bi-monthly  or  quarterly  publication  with  reduced  content  as  a 
means  of  reducing  publication  costs  with  the  understanding  that  such 
change  may  result  in  less  current  information  as  to  field  trips,  pro¬ 
grams  and  bird  records  although  every  effort  will  be  made  to  minimize 
such  inconveniences  (  ) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


■ 
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VOLUME  37  DECEMBER  1971  NUMBER  12 


THE  MONTH 

November  continued  the  trend  of  unusually  mild  weather  which  had  begun 
in  September  and  extended  through  October.  One  had  the  feeling  that  more  birds 
were  present  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month  than  usual,  but  lack  any  pro¬ 
longed  severe  winter  weather  failed  to  drive  them  to  feeding  stations. 

4  female  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  found  at  the  same  place  and  about  the 
same  time  as  last  year.  The  1970-71  bird  wintered  successfully  and  most  in¬ 
terested  observers  had  ample  opportunity  to  compare  this  species  in  its  female 
plumage  with  the  extremely  similar  Common  Goldeneye.  For  years  many  orni¬ 
thologists  maintained  that  sight  records  of  female  Barrow's  Goldeneyes  were  too 
suspect  to  be  worthy  of  publication,  regardless  of  the  circumstances  surround¬ 
ing  the  observation.  A  resume  of  the  salient  field  characteristics  of  both 
species  will  appear  in  a  future  issue  of  The  Prothonotary. 

Otherwise  migration  came  and  went  in  normal  fashion  with  a  few  note¬ 
worthy  late  records.  Both  Osprey  and  Tree  Swallow  were  the  latest  ever  recorded 
in  the  B,0,S.  reporting  region.  A  substantial  raptor  movement  occurred  on  the 
first  over  Bertie  Township  near  Fort  Erie,  Cnt. 

No  less  than  two  Gyrfalcon  reports  were  received  for  the  region  but 
have  not  been  verified  to  date.  One  of  the  birds  was  picked  up  injured  near 
Vineland,  Ont.  and  the  details  will  appear  in  the  next  issue.  There  have  been 
roughly  one  half  dozen  reports  of  this  rare  falcon  in  the  northeast  this  fall, 
including  a  bird  presently  wintering  at  the  Brigantine  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
in  New  Jersey. 
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Snowy  Cwls  and  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  of  widespread  occurance  through 
out  the  region.  The  Brewer* s  Blackbird  present  at  the  Axtell*s  feeder  on  the 
17th  and  18th  of  the  month  was  the  4th  for  the  area,  all  since  1966. 

The  widely  predicted  winter  finch  flight  failed  to  materialize  during 
November,  but  reports  from  areas  to  the  north  of  us  still  hold  promise  for  the 
coining  winter  months. 


Richard  Brownstein 
43  Court  St • 

Buffalo,  N.Y.,  14202 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Nov. 

3 

.  4  over  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

fl 

10,12 

2,2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Klabundes 

tt 

16 

2  near  Navy  Is., Niagara  Falls , Ont . 

Andrle,  Byron 

91 

28 

1  Chaut.L. ,Bemus  Pt. 

Sundell 

Horned  Grebe 

II 

10 

4  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

1! 

15 

5  Bay  View 

Bourne 

If 

16 

1  Niagara  Falls,0nt. 

Andrle , Byron 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

ft 

6 

1  Foster  L., Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

14 

1  Beav. Mead. R. ,N. Java 

Danner 

It 

18 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

20 

10  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

tt 

28 

2  Langford  Pond 

Andrle s 

Whistling  Swan 

tt 

2,13 

48,14  Chaut.L. ,Bemus  Pt. 

Beal 

tt 

2 

29  Cassadaga  Lake 

Carlson 

tt 

2 

16  Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

tt 

3 

3  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

tt 

28 

65  Chaut.L. ,Bemus  Pt. 

Sundell 
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Canada  Goose 

Nov, 

18 

2500  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

If 

28  205  Langford  Pond 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Andrles 

Snow  Goose 

19 

3L 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Henzler 

Blue  Goose 

II 

3 

1  Langford  Pond 

Bourne , Bacons 

II 

18L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Mallard 

II 

7 

115  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Freitag 

II 

18 

3300  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Smith 

Black  Duck 

II 

18 

500  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Smith 

Gad wall 

II 

16 

4  Burnt ship  Cr,, Grand  Is 

•  And rle, Byron 

91 

18 

25  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse/ 

II 

26 

6  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Grzybowski 

II 

27 

14  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Grzybowski 

Pintail 

It 

18 

29  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Green-w,  Teal 

m 

18 

46  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Blue-w.  Teal 

Nov, 

16 

1  Burntship  Cr,, Grand  Is 

•  Andrle, Byron 

American  Widgeon 

II 

18 

336  Iroqur4  s  NWR 

Morse 

Shove ler 

II 

18L 

7  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Redhead 

II 

3 

240  Chaut.L. ,Mayville 

Canlson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

fl 

13 

30  Dewittuille 

Beal 

Canvasback 

II 

3 

650  Chaut.L, Mayville 

Carlson 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

It 

27  (female)  1  Niagara  Falls, Ont 

•  Grzybowski  etal 

Bufflehead 

•  1 

11 

1200  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Freitag 

II 

13 

100  Chaut , L • , Dewittville 

Beal 

Old squaw 

n 

7 

50  Bennington  (Highland  Glen  L.)Seamans 

White-w.  Scoter 

II 

3 

25  Fort  Erie, Ont, 

.indr  le,  Byron 

Surf Scoter 

n 

10 

30  Four  Mi.Cr ,$t,Park 

Klabundes 

11 

15 

5  Bay  View 

Bourne 

Common  Scoter 

II 

3 

12  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

II 

10 

1  Four  Mi. Cr. St, Park 

Klabundes 

II 

28 

1  Niagara  Falls,0nt. 

Klabundes 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

5 

1  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Wagner 

II 

17 

2  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

5 

4  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Wagner 

II 

7 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo, 

Freitag 

II 

17 

6  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

It 

18 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Sharp- shin.  Hawk 

II 

21 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

25 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Cooper's  Hawk 

fl 

1 

2  over  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp,,0nt. 

"V 

Axtells 

II 

9,27,28  ] 

L,l,l  Belmont 

Burtons 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

It 

1 

136  over  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Red- should.  Hawk 

fl 

1 

12  over  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp.,0nt, 

t,  1 1  *. 

i 

*  /  1 

Axtells 

r 

If 

7 

1  “Humphrey  Twp. 

Grzybowski 

r. 
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Rough- legged  Hawk 

Nov. 

1 

2 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp«»0nt. 

Av+ol 1 c 

II 

1-20 

1-29 

Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

Osprey 

Nov. 

2 

1 

Scio 

D,  Burton 

Turkey 

•  1 

8,13 

13,2 

Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

American  Coot 

II 

6 

40 

Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

M 

14 

18 

Beav. Mead, Ref • , N. Java 

Danner 

II 

18 

226 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

20 

55 

Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Black-bell,  Plover 

II 

28L 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt,,  Ont. 

A,  Clark 

Common  Snipe 

II 

3,18  25,16 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, 01 sen 

Purple  Sandpiper 

II 

27F 

1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont • 

Me  Kales  et  al 

Dunlin 

II 

25,28 

1,10 

Roc khouse  Pt . , Ont • 

A,  Clark 

II 

25 

1 

Clinton  Twp.,0nt. 

A.  Clark 

*Red  Phalarope 

II 

9 

3 

Canadaway  Cr,  outlet 

Sundell 

"9, 

10-13,14-20  ' 

3,2,1 

Canadaway  Cr,  outlet 

Carlson 

*  Parasitic  Jaeger 

II 

4L 

1 

Bay  View 

Bourne 

Glaucous  Gull 

•  i 

21F,23 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

12F 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

n 

15 

42 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Franklin's  Gull 

ii 

10 

2 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ii 

26  L 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Grzybowski 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

n 

26-2  7 

6500 

Niagara  Falls  to  Queenston,0nt, 

Grzybowski 

Little  Gull 

ii 

10,25 

5,3 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ii 

27 

4 

Queenston , Ont . 

Grzybowski 

ii 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Grzybowski 

*Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

•  i 

28 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Klabundes  et  al 

Common  Tern 

n 

26 

10 

Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Klabundes  et  al 

II 

27 

1 

Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Me  Kales 

Forster's  Tern 

It 

7L 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Barn  Owl 

ii 

2 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd,, Bertie 

TwP • , Ont . Axtells 

Snowy  Owl 

ii 

7 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

A, Clark, Wade 

li 

13,18,19,20 

1,1, 1,1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

n 

14 

1 

Wilson 

Me Kales 

it 

17 

1 

Somerset 

Klabundes 

n 

21 

1 

Kenmore 

Thill 

ii 

25 

1 

Port  Cilborne,Ont. 

A.  Clark 

it 

28 

1 

Stafford 

Seamans 

ii 

29 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rvi lie 

Long-eared  Owl 

n 

27 

2 

Louth  Twp , ,  Ont • 

Grzybowski 

Short-eared  Owl 

H 

16 

5  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

It 

25 

7  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

If 

27,30 

1,3  Shelby 

Morse 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker 

II 

1-20,21  : 

1-4,12  West  Seneca 

Kikta 

II 

7 

2 

Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo 

•  Freitag 

II 

11-30  1-4  Spring  Brook 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Danner 
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Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

Nov. 

25 

1  Four  Mi. Cr. St. Park 

Klabunde  s 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

•  I 

19-25 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Tree  Swallow 

Nov. 

28L 

2  Duh*yille,0nt. 

A,  Clark 

Common  Crow 

•  I 

2 

300  Alfred  (moving  to  roo; 

st ) Klingensmith 

’  »• 

21 

202  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Tufted  Titmousfe 

tl 

1-30 

1-2  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

99 

27 

7  Louth  Twp . , Ont • 

Grzybowski 

II 

28 

1  Niag,-on-the-Lake,Ont 

•  Klabunde s  et  al 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

II 

14 

8  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

14-30 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabunde s 

Winter  Wren 

II 

1-19 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

9 

1  Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

II 

13 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-30 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

28 

2  Queenston,  Ont. 

Klabunde s  et  al 

Mockingbird 

II 

9 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

II 

17,25 

1,1  West  Seneca 

Kikta 

II 

21 

1  Queenston, Ont. 

Axtells 

IV 

26 

1  Queens ton, Ont. 

Grzybowski 

IV 

28 

4  Queenston  &  Niag,-on- 

the-L. ,0nt , 

Klabunde s  et  al 

Catbird 

It 

17,22 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

TwP . , Ont .  Axtells 

II 

26,30 

1,1  West  Seneca 

Kikta 

II 

28 

1  Wethersfield  Springs 

Smiths 

Brown  Thrasher 

II 

21 

1  Almond  (dead  on  road) 

Klingensmith 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

23 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

Twp . , Ont . Axtells 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

17 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

TwP . »  Ont . Axte 11 s 

II 

29 

1  Darien 

Seamans 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

II 

1-6 

1-2  Spring  Brohk 

Danner 

Cedar  Waxwing 

II 

23 

150  Jamestown 

Sundell 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

4F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freitag 

II 

18 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

Twp . , Ont . Axtells 

II 

24 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Axtells 

Myrtle  Warbler 

II 

1 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

14 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo 

•  Freitag 

II 

25 

1  Ft.  Niagara  St.  Park 

Klabunde  s 

II 

26,27 

1,1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

8,27L 

6-1  Belmont  (f) 

Buftons 

^Brewer's  Blackbird 

II 

-  17,18 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie  Twp,,0nt, 

H.  Axtells 

*Dickcissel 

II 

11 

1  Kenmore  (f) 

Benhams 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

13 

12  Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

II 

14 

6  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

14 

2  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo 

.  Freitag 

II 

14 

3  Wilson 

Me Kales 
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Pine  Siskin 


White-w.  Crossbill 
Vesper  Sparrow 

Tree  Sparrow 


Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White-cr.  Sparrow 
White-thr.  Sparrow 


Fox  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 


Nov. 

3 

1 

Clarence 

Wagner 

ft 

8,9  30,30 

Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

11 

14 

14 

Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Freitag 

If 

14 

15 

Queenston,Ont . 

Me  Kales 

If 

14 

100 

Youngstown  Cemetery 

Me Kales 

If 

27 

6 

Louth  Twp . , Ont . 

Grzybowski 

If 

14 

5 

Youngstown  Cemetery 

Me  Kales 

II 

2 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

5L 

6 

Franklinville 

Grzybowski 

f» 

7F 

3 

Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

If 

7F 

l 

Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

ft 

7,8F 

1,1 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

tf 

1L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

TwP . , Ont . Axtells 

91 

1L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

Twp . , Ont . Axtells 

ft 

2-15 

1-2 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

If 

1 

125 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

Twp , , Ont . Axtells 

If 

1-30 

2-5 

Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

If 

1-30 

6-10 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabunde  s 

II 

1-27 

1-4 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  (f) 

Somme  rvi  lie 

19 

3-15,25-30  1-6,2- 

-3  Belmont  (f) 

Er'-tons 

11 

10-30 

3-7 

Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

ft 

30L 

1 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

91 

14,23/100,50  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  years  270 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 5 

Total  for  1971:  275 


1971  NESTING  RECORDS  -  IV 


(Report  of  Mr.  Donald  F.  Clark, 


Wood  Duck  (H) 

May 

16 

99 

16 

II 

21 

June 

4 

Wood  Duck  (H) 

May 

21 

© 

30 

June 

6 

Farmersville  Station,  N.Y.) 

Female  on  nest 

N,l6E 

N,16e 

Eggs  hatched  -  2  eggs  left 
(embroyos  almost  ready  to  hatch) 

N,  10E 
N,  10E 
N,  10E 
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Blue  Jay 

May 

14 

Building  nest 

ft 

22 

N,4E 

ft 

30 

N,4E 

June 

13 

N,3Y 

Blue  Jay 

May 

22 

N,5E 

ft 

30 

N,1E,4Y 

June 

13 

1,Y0 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

May 

21 

Building  nest 

ft 

30 

N,  IE 

June 

13 

N,1E  (punctured) 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

May 

21 

N,4E 

ft 

30 

N,4Y 

N,4Y 

June 

6 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

May 

21 

N,4E 

ft 

30 

N,4E 

June 

6 

N,1Y 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

May 

21 

N,1E 

ft 

30 

Destroyed 

Common  Grackle 

June 

6 

N,4E  (in  Wood  Duck  box) 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,2E 

ft 

30 

N,6e 

June 

6 

N,6e 

ft 

13 

N,6y 

ft 

20 

N,6y 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N 

ft 

30 

N 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,3E 

ft 

30 

N,6E 

June 

6 

N,6E 

ft 

13 

N,6y 

ft 

20 

iM,6Y 

Tree  Shallow  (H) 

May 

21 

Building  nest 

ft 

30 

N,4E 

June 

6 

N,4E 

ft 

13 

N,4Y 

ft 

20 

N,4Y 

Vol.  37,  No.  12  "Nesting  Records  -  IV"  cont. 


Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,3E 

ft 

30 

N,6e 

June 

6 

N,6e 

tf 

13 

N,6Y 

H 

20 

N,6y 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,2E 

It 

30 

N,2E 

June 

6 

2  eggs  punctured 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May  21 

Building  nest 

(Martin  House) 

June 

13 

Young  hatched 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,2E 

tf 

30 

N,1E 

June 

6 

N,6E 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

Building  nest 

tf 

30 

N 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

Building  'nest 

ft 

30 

N 

June 

13 

House  Wrens  in  box 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,3E 

If 

30 

N,6E 

June 

6 

N,6E 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

30 

N,2E 

June 

6 

N,1E 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,4E 

It 

30 

N,5E 

June 

6 

N,5Y 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,2E 

It 

30 

N,4E 

June 

6 

N,4E 

Tree  Shallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,5E 

II 

30 

N,6e 

June 

6 

N,4E,2Y 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,2E 

tf 

30 

N,5E  7  ' 

June 

6 

N,6E  .  ? 
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Tree  Swalloi*  (H) 

May 

21 

N 

June 

6 

N 

Tree  Swallow  (H) 

May 

21 

N,4E 

11 

30 

N,3E 

June 

6 

N, 1E,2Y 

Tree  Shallow  (H) 

June 

15 

N,5E 

Catbird 

June 

4 

Building  nest 

It 

13 

N,3E 

House  Wren 

June 

6 

N 

House  Wren 

June 

13 

N 

Robin 

May 

10 

N,4E 

ft 

21 

N,4Y 

•  1 

30 

Empty 

Robin 

May 

6 

N,3E 

If 

16 

Empty 

Robin 

May 

29 

N 

H 

30 

N,4E 

June 

13 

Empty 

Robin 

May 

22 

N  (Female  on  nest) 

June 

13 

N  (empty) 

'  •  t  ,  •  i 

Robin 

May 

22 

N,3E 

ft 

30 

N,1Y 

June 

13 

empty 

Robin 

May 

16 

N,4E 

V 

• 

21 

N,4E 

If 

30 

N,4Y  .. 

June 

6 

N,4Y 

II 

10 

N,4Y 

II 

13 

empty 

Eastern  Bluebird  (H) 

May 

7 

Building  nest 

II 

13 

N,4E 

•  1 

1 6 

N,5E 

II 

21 

N,5E 

11 

30 

N,5Y 

June 

6 

N,5Y 

•  .  •  t , 

11 

10 

N,5Y 

II 

13 

N,5Y 
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Eastern  Bluebird 


July  9 

N,1E 

"  '  17 

N,4E 

"  25 

N,4Y 

Aug.  1 

N,4Y 

"  8 

N,4Y 

"  14 

empty  (one  dead  fledgling) 

178  W.  Girard  Blvd. ,Kenmore ,  N.Y.  14217 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
Niagara  River  Field  Trip  for  Gulls 

by  Mary  Louise  Emerson 

A  caravan  of  five  cars  carrying  twelve  people  crossed  the  Peace  Bridge  on 
Sunday,  November  21st,  to  search  for  Gulls  and  other  winter  birds  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario.  The  westher  was  cold  with 
generally  grey  skies  although  occasional  sunshine  and  patches  of  blue  sky  pro¬ 
duced  some  relief. 

From  the  Peace  Bridge  to  Jaeger  Rocks,  rafts  of  ducks  were  seen,  mostly 
Buffle-head,  with  some  Old-squaw,  Scoters,  Golden-eye  and  Mergansers  including 
one  Hooded  Merganser.  As  we  moved  north  along  the  River,  hundreds  of  Gulls  could 
be  seen  across  the  water  at  Bird  Island.  At  the  Fort  Erie  Sanctuary,  a  Ruddy 
Duck  and  Gadwalls  were  seen  among  the  Black  Ducks.  Across  the  road  in  the 
adjacent  fields,  we  spotted  Marsh,  Red- tailed  and  Sparrow  Hawks. 

At  Niagara  Falls  in  a  steadily  falling  rain,  we  viewed  thousands  of  Gulls. 
From  the  Falls  to  Queenston  and  Lewiston  we  picked  out  two  immature  Franklin* s 
Gulls  and  a  number  of  Little  Gulls.  At  the  Adam  Beck  Power  Plant  we  met  Arthur 
Clark  who  showed  us  the  Black-backedxHerring  Gull  hybrid  found  in  the  lower 
River  earlier  in  the  month.  The  bird  was  sitting  on  the  far  bank  but  we  did  not 
see  it  in  flight. 

Leaving  the  river,  the  trip  proceeded  eastward  along  Lake  Ontario  to  the 
cemetaries  at  Youngstown  and  Wilson  but  they  did  not  produce  the  winter  finches 
we  had  hoped  for  -  only  a  raw  cold  wind! 

Homeward  bound  we  added  a  Rough-legged  Hawk  to  our  tally.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  two  Ring-billed  Gulls  with  orange  marking  discs  were  seen 
on  this  trip.  One  was  observed  at  the  Adam  Beck  Fewer  Station  and  the  other 
in  a  field  on  the  escarpment  on  Shawnee  Road.  We  observed  that  the  disc  on 
the  latter  bird  appeared  to  carry  the  number  "897" • 

587  Ashland  Avenue,  Buffalo  14222 
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NOTES 


The  Society  regrets  to  announce  the  deaths  of  two  of  its  most  prominent 
members  since  publication  of  our  last  issue.  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag  died  suddenly 
in  his  home  on  December  25th,  1971  and  Mr.  Edward  Seeber,  the  Society* s  President 
died  in  the  Millard  Fillmore  Hospital  in  Buffalo,  following  a  short  illness,  on 
January  18th,  1972.  They  will  be  sorely  missed.  Suitable  tributes  to  these 
men  will  appear  in  a  forthcoming  issue. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  othervase  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M,  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Scienee. 

Feb.  9  -  The  Trapping,  Banding  and  Recovery  Data  of  Raptors  in 

Southern  Ontario.  An  illustrated  lecture  by  Franklin  Follemsbee. 

Feb.  23  -  "Downeast  Exploration. "  An  illustrated  lecture  by 
Lincoln  P,  Nutting, 

Report  on  Annual  Winter  Waterfowl  Count.  Marie  A,  Wendling, 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  20  -  Ontario  Plain,  William  C.  Vaughan,  leader 

(Tel.  Niagara  Falls  284-8709).  Meet  8:30  A.M. 

Tops  Market  Plaza  parking  lot,  Center  Street,  Lewiston. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compilers;  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd., 
Eggertsville,  N.Y.,  14226, 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257. 
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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  37  (JANUARY  -  DECEMBER1971) 

Bird  records  from  the  Noteworthy  Record  section  and  the  B.O.S.  Bird  Counts 
requiring  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 
Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario1*  (B.O.S. ,  1965)  are  included  in  this 
index. 


SPECIES 

PAGE 

SPECIES  (cont.) 

PAGE 

Blackbird,  Brewer’s 

156 

Redstart,  American 

7,142 

Blackbird,  Yellow-h. 

76 

Ruff 

118 

Bobwhite 

35 

Sanderling 

89 

Bufflehead 

102,118 

Sandpiper,  Baird’s 

89 

Chat,  Yellow-br. 

142 

Sandpiper,  Buff-br. 

118,129 

Chickadee ,  Boreal 

20,34,64 

Sandpiper,  Curlew 

102 

Dickcissel 

156 

Sandpiper,  Purple 

19 

Dowitcher,  Long-b. 

140 

Sandpiper,  Semi-palm, 

89 

Dowitcher,  Short-b,. 

74 

Sandpiper,  Solitary 

102 

Duck,  Harlequin 

6 

Sandpiper,  Spbtted 

140 

Duck,  Ring-n. 

102,118 

Sandpiper,  Western 

141 

Dunlin 

4 

Shove ler 

2 

E^gle ,  Golden 

6 

Shrike ,  Northern 

58 

Egret ,  Snowy 

72 

Snipe ,  Common 

19 

Finch,  House 

6,48 

Sparrow,  Clay-col. 

7,90,103 

Flycatcher,  Acadian 

103 

Sparrow ,  LeConte  *  s 

77 

Flycatcher,  Olive-s, 

89 

Sparrow,  Grasshopper 

142 

Gadwall 

88 

Spa  r r  ow ,  Savannah 

48 

Godwit,  Hudsonian 

141 

Sparrow,  Vesper 

6,22 

Goldeneye,  Barrow's 

3,18,34,154 

Sparrow,  White-thr. 

90,103 

Goose ,  Blue 

3,18,34,88 

Swallow,  Barn 

7,58 

Goose,  White-fr. 

55 

Swallow,  Tree 

47,156 

Gull,  Black-h. 

4,19 

Swan,  Mute 

51 

Gull,  Iceland 

24 

Teal,  Blue-w. 

154 

Hawk,  Red-sh, 

19 

Thrush,  Grey-ch. 

141 

Heron,  Green 

139 

Turnstone ,  Ruddy 

102 

Ibis,  Glossy 

27 

Vireo,  Red-eye 

142 

Kittiwake,  Bl.-leg. 

9,155 

Vireo,  White-eye 

7,75,89,103 

Knot 

29 

Vulture,  Turkey 

6 

Loon,  Red-thr. 

6 

Warbler,  Audubon’s 

79 

Meadowlark,  Western 

89 

Warble r ,  Bay-br • 

142 

Osprey 

140,155 

Warbler,  Bl.  &  W. 

142 

Ovenbird 

142 

Warbler,  Connecticut 

120,130 

Owl ,  Snowy 

141 

Warbler,  Parula 

142 

Pelican,  Brown  - 

128 

Warbler,  Pine 

142 

Phalarope ,  Northern 

74 

Warbler,  Prothonotary 

7 

Phalarope ,  Rdd 

141 

Wa rble r ,  Worm-eating 

75,79 

Phalarope ,  Wilson * s 

129 

Widgeon,  European 

140 

Pipit,  Water 

130 

Willet 

74 

Plove  r ,  Blac  k-be 1 . 

3 

Yellow-bgs,  Gr. 

89 

Redhead 

88 

Redpoll,  Common 

77 
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WDLUME  33 


JANUARY  1972 

THE  MONTH 


NUMBER  1 


The  month  of  December  was  characterized  by  the  mild  weather  of  the  two 
months  which  preceded  it,  with  many  half-hardy  species  occurring  throughout  the 
region.  The  word  ’unprecedented*  leaves  little  to  the  imagination,  yet  even  that 
does  not  quite  do  justice  to  the  bizarre  record  of  a  Glossy  Ibis  alive  and 
quite  well  during  Christmas  week  near  Scio.  This  bettered  by  a  full  20  days  the 
previous  fall  departure  date  in  1970.  Along  similar  lines  was  an  Ovenbird, 
which  at  last  report  (January)  was  still  wintering  in  a  Fillmore,  New  York 
garage  while  subsisting  principally  on  a  suet  diet  at  a  feeder  there. 

As  in  November,  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  widespread  and  numerous,  with  the 
very  high  count  of  32  reported  from  the  Lyndonville  area  by  the  Smiths. 

A  very  late  migrant  Peregrine  Falcon  was  seen  by  many  B.O.S.  members  on 
December  5th.  It  was  first  observed  north  of  the  Adam  Beck  power  station  near 
Queenston  on  the  Ontario  side  of  the  Niagara  River,  where  it  crossed  over  into 
New  York  and  was  lost  from  sight.  It  was  found  again  on  the  American  side 
stooping  at  a  thoroughly  intimidated  Red-tailed  Hawk,  after  itfhich  it  spent  the 
better  part  of  an  hour  blistering  several  flocks  of  pigeons  with  breath-taking 
power  dives  and  torpedo-like  rushes,  obviously  with  no  intention  of  actually 
securing  prey.  A  short  time  later  Frances  ReW  observed  the  bird  travelling 
south  along  the  New  York  State  Thruway  on  Grand  Island.  How  incalcuable  the 
loss  of  this  vanishing  master  of  the  air,  and  what  a  tragic  monument  to  the 
despoliation  of  our  natural  environment  that  loss  is. 

The  Pomarine  Jaeger  reported  by  Bourne  on  the  16th  is  only  the  second 
winter  or  late  fall  record  for  our  area,  and  is  the  first  December  record  ever  . 

The  Boreal  Chickadee  at  Acacia  Park  Cemetary  is  very  probably  the  same 
individual  that  wintered  there  last  year. 
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Eastern  Bluebirds  were  reported  in  December  for  the  first  time  since  the 
1940* s,  another  healthy  sign  that  this  species  is  continuing  its  comeback  from 
the  disaster  years  in  the  1950* s. 

Winter  finches  made  their  debut  en  masse  during  the  month,  with  all 
species  reported  except  the  Hoary  Redpoll. 


It  would  seem  that  we  have  finally  documented  what  can  be  considered  the 
westernmost  colony  of  the  eastern  population  of  the  House  Finch,  House  Finches 
at  the  Wards*  feeder  in  Eggertsville  have  been  coming  there  since  September  6th. 
That  count  of  12  birds  is  an  area  maximum.  Needless  to  say,  all  observers  are 
urged  to  scrutinize  cbsely  all  Purple  Finch-like  birds,  particularly  those 
frequenting  feeding  stations. 

The  count  of  45-53  White-Throated  Sparrows  present  at  the  Axtells*  con¬ 
tinuous  buffet  marks  a  new  December  maximum,  and  is  double  the  previous  high 
of  any  Christmas  count  total. 


*  b  '  <5  j,  r  ( 


'=t  .  .  -S' 


r 


Richard  Brownstein 
10 50  Ellicott  Square  Bldg. 
'  ''Buffalo,  N.Y. ,  14203 


■  ■  ilk  tout 

NOTEl^ORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 


1  f  -• 

•  u  f 


Under lined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed 
written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  Y0rk 
and  Adjacent  Ontario"  )B.0.S.f  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  perma- 
hant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 


Glossy  Ibis 


Dec. 

26 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Wagner, Filor 

19 

1 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

19 

1,15 

1,3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

99 

11 

1 

Burgeson  Sanct. ,Frewsburg 

Sundell 

99 

23 

1 

Niag.R. , Bertie  Twp.,0nt. 

Andrles 

99 

26 

1 

Queenston,0nt. 

Wagner , Filor 

19 

26,28 

1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont • 

Somme rvi lie 

99 

27 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

99 

21 

1 

Genesee  R.  at  Scio 

Lucots 

19 

24 

.  1 

Genesee  R.  at  Scio 

Pendletons 

99 

28 

1 

Genesee  R,  at  Scio 

Dodson 
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Whistling  Swan 

Dec  • 

11 

4  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Canada  Goose 

II 

1 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

II 

1,15/1330,1408  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

5 

30  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Blue  Goose 

Dec. 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Beebe 

Mallard 

II 

1 

1453  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

15,22  856,965  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  , 

Black  Duck 

II 

15,22 

129,80  Iroquois  ' NWR 

Morse 

Gadwall 

II 

4,11 

2,2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Pintail 

It 

1,9,14 

5,1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

4 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

■  26 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wagner ,Filor 

Green-winged  Teal 

II 

1,14 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

American  Widgeon 

II 

1,9,14 

40,3,1  I r 0 quoi s  NWR 

Morse 

II 

11 

40  Niagara  Falls,0nt. 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

26 

150  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara-on- 

Wagner, Filor 

the-Lake , Ont . 

Redhead 

II 

11 

40  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

It 

11 

1500  upper  Niagara  River 

Mitchell  et  al 

Bufflehead 

II 

4 

700  upper  Niagara  River 

Mitchell  et  al 

White-w. Scoter 

It 

4,11 

3  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

It 

4 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

11 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell  et  al 

Common  Scoter 

II 

4 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

ft 

14 

1  Niagara  Falls,0nt. 

Axtells 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

22 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Hooded  Merganser 

It 

23,29 

1,2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

•  26 

4,8  Ft.  Erie  &  Queenston,0nt. 

Wagner , Filor 

Common  Merganser 

II 

11 

1000  upper  Niagara  River 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

12 

4000  Chippawa  to  Nia,Falls,0nt. 

Klabunde  s 

Sharp- shin.  Hawk 

II 

15 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp.» 

Ont.  Axtells 

II 

15,19 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

23 

1  Fillmore 

Burtons 

Cooper's  Hawk 

II 

3,11,12,30 

1  Belmont  (feeder  area) 

Burtons 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

ii 

31 

12  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

(maximum  count  for  month) 

Red- should.  Hawk 

DaC . 

27 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Rmugh-leg.  Hawk 

•  I 

2-15,18-31 

2-22,10-32  Lyndonville  and  area 

Smiths 

II 

.  3,4 

1,1  Wilson, Ransomville 

Klabunde  s 

II 

8 

2  Derby 

Bourne 

II 

14 

2  near  Virgil, Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

18 

3  Steve nsvi  lie  ,0nt. 

Axtells 

II 

20 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Marsh  Hawk 

II 

1,20 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

2-31 

1-6  Lyndonville  and  area 

Smiths 

II 

3,12 

1,2  Ransomville  &  Chippawa, Ont 

.  Klabunde s 

II 

8 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

r  • 

II 

24 

1  Hamburg 

Andrle 

Peregrine  Falcon 

II 

5 

1  Grand  Island 

Rew 
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Turkey 

Dec. 

8 

24  Great  Valley 

Andrle , Clark 

91 

29 

25  Dayton 

Webbs 

American  Coot 

If 

1,9,14,22/52,5,2,3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Killdeer 

VI 

1 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

91 

3,4 

1,3  Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

12 

5  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle s 

Dunlin 

Dec. 

4L 

2  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

ft 

1  Bay  View 

Bourne 

Glaucous  Gull 

II 

2 

1  R. Moses  Power  Plant 

Andrle , Clark 

11 

8 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

II 

13 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

II 

14 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

21 

1.  Port  Dalhousie,0nt. 

Andrle , Clark 

II 

22 

1  Bay  View 

Andrle 

II 

23 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle ,etal 

It 

2  6 

2  Queenston,0nt. 

Wagner ,Filor 

II 

28-30 

1  Fuhrmann  Blvd. , Buffalo 

xAndrle 

Iceland  Gull 

II 

8 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

II 

21 

1  R, Moses  Poitfer  Plant 

Andrle, Clark 

II 

26 

2  Queenston,0nt. 

Wagner ,Filor 

II 

29 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Black-headed  Gull 

If 

4 

1  Queenston,0nt. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Little  Gull 

II 

26 

1  Niagara-on- the-Lake , Ont • 

Wagner ,Filor 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

IV 

4 

3000  Niagara  Falls,0nt. 

Mitchell 

Common  Tern 

II 

3L 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Mitchell 

Mourning  Dove 

II 

19-30 

5-24  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

25 

60  Pavement  Rd. , Lancaster 

Wend lings 

II 

28,31 

15,20  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Snowy  Owl 

IV 

12 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle  s 

II 

17 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

17 

3  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

II 

20-22 

1  Niagara  Fglls,N.Y.. 

Klabunde  s 

II 

20,23 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

II 

23 

1,1  Niag. Falls  &  Ft. Erie, Ont, 

Andrle  at  al 

II 

23 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Mitchell 

II 

28 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Karlak  et  al 

Long-eared  Cwl 

II 

26 

2  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

11 

1  Grand  Island 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

12 

10  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Klabunde  s 

II 

21,24,31 

3,10,9  Alden 

Wolfling 

It 

22-31 

1-9  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

26 

5  Young  stolen 

Klabunde s 

Belted  Kingfisher 

(thirteen  individuals  reported  for  the  month) 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker 

ft 

1-31 

1-4  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

IV 

12 

2  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Klabunde  s 

ft 

14 

4  Queenston  to  Virgil, Ont. 

Axtells 

(seven  other  individuals  reported) 

Pileated  Woodpecker  " 

2-12 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 
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Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

Dec . 

23 

1  Fillmore 

Burtons 

Yellow-b • Sapsucker 

II 

3 

1  Wilson 

Klabunde  s 

Horned  Lark 

It 

2 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

(E.a.  practicola) 

"  2 

,11,18,31  9>5>9»5  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

29 

30  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Common  Crow 

M 

26 

300  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

If 

27 

100  Belfast 

Burtons 

II 

29 

100  Alfred 

Brooks 

Boreal  Chickadee 

19 

26,27 

1  Acacia  Pk.  Cem. , Pendleton 

Me Kale s , Karlak 

Tufted  Titmouse 

If 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br •  Nuthatch 

It 

1-31 

1  Lewiston  (f ) 

Klabunde  s 

II 

12,25,29 

5,12,2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

26 

1  Queenston,0nt . 

Wagner ,Filor 

II 

31 

4  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Winter  Wren 

It 

1-10 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Bertie Twp. ,0nt.  Axtells 

Carolina  Wren 

If 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

(both  birds  roost 

in  garage-door 

is  left  open  about  1  inch  so 

birds 

may  enter) 

Dec  • 

17 

1  N.  Creek  Rd.,Lake  View 

Wendlings 

If 

26 

1  Queenston, Ont. 

Wagner ,Filor 

Mockingbird 

II 

4 

1  Queenston, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

•  I 

11 

1  Burgescn  Sanct. ,Frewsburg 

Sundell 

If 

14 

4  Queenston  to  Virgil, 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Catbird 

If 

1 

1  West  Seneca 

Kikta 

II 

1-18 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie 

Twp. , 

Ont.  Axtells 

II 

15 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

Robin 

II 

3 

1  Wrights  Corners 

Klabunde  s 

II 

14 

1  Grand  Island  B0SWR 

Klabunde s 

II 

21 

2  Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Somme  rvilLe 

If 

22 

1  Jamestown 

Sundell 

If 

28 

1  Acacia  Pk. Cem, , Pendleton 

Karlak  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

14 

1  Grand  Island  BOSWR 

Klabunde s 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Dec . 

2 

2  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie 

Twp. , 

Ont.  Axtell 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Dec  • 

12 

5  Evans  Twp, 

Coggests  LI,  Hauser 

Cedar  Waxwing 

II 

4 

150  West  Almond 

Burtons- 

II 

24 

70  Fluvanna 

Sundell, 

r  .  ■ 

Richardson 

If 

26-27 

80  Acacia  Pk. Cem. , Pendleton 

Me Kales 

j  • 

11 

2£ 

72  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

31 

140  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Northern  Shrike 

fl 

3 

3  01c ott 

Klabunde  s 

II 

4-31 

1-2  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

4-18 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie 

Twp. , 

Ont.  Axtells 

II 

25,3P 

1,1  Alden. 

Wolf ling 

Ovenbird 

Dec., 

19 

1  Fillmore  (f) 

Palme r,et  al 

E.  Meadowlark 

II 

4 

4  Angelica 

Burtons 

If 

4 

5,2  Wilson,  01c ott 

Klabunde  s 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Dec  • 

16 

1  Buffalo  (Riverside) 

(f) 

Mitchell  et  al 

(female) 
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Rusty  Blackbird 

Common  Grackle 


Brown-h.  Cowbird 


Evening  Grosbeak 


Purple  Finch 
House  Finch 

Pine  Grosbeak 
Common  Redpoll 
Pine  Siskin 


Amer.  Goldfinch 

Red  Crossbill 
White-w,  Crossbill 
Rufous-s.  Towhee 

Field  Sparrow 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

White-thr.  Sparrow 


Dec  •  2 

"  12 

"  15,17,18,30 
"  18 

"  1,15 

"  1-15 

"  3 

"  4 

"  4 

"  16,17-31 

"  1 

"  2 


1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp,, 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont . 

1  Belmont  (f) 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp., 

5,1  Eggertsville  (f) 

3-4  Williarasville  (f) 

23  Rose  Hill  Rd.,,  Bertie  Twp, 

6  Tonawanda  (f) 

6  Tonawanda  (f) 

46,3  Williamsville  (f) 

3  Spring  Brook  (f) 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp., 


Ont.(f ) 
Axtells 
Klabundes 
Burtons 
Ont .(f) 
Axtells 
Me Kales 
Mitchell 
,0nt.  (f) 
Axtells 
Karlak 
Karlak 
Mitchell 
Danner 
Ont . ( f ) 


Axtells 

ft 

17 

19  Alfred 

Brooks 

VI 

19,25,30/20 

,25,50  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

27 

35  Belfast 

Burtons  f 

II 

28 

6  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

31 

56  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

If 

31 

3  Alden  (f) 

Wo  If ling 

IV 

31 

44  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

1-31 

6-12  Eggertsville  (f) 

Ward 

It 

6 

2  Eggertsville  (f) 

Mitchell  ,Ward 

It 

2 

3  Lake  View 

Bourne 

It 

18 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

Twp. , Ont. Axtells 

II 

3,23 

3,2  Jamestown 

Sundell 

•1 

12 

18  Queenston,0nt.  . 

Andrle  s 

VI 

14 

45  Queenston, Ont, 

Axtells 

II 

21 

3  Tonawanda 

Karlak 

It 

26 

52  Queenston  &  Niagara-on- 

the-Lake , Ont . 

Wagner, Fi lor 

If 

29 

20  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

If 

25,27  102,27  Belmont 

Burtons 

(maximum  counts 

for  month) 

It 

4 

5  West  Almond 

Burtons 

It 

22,23 

12,12  Jamestown 

Sundell 

II 

1 

1  Alden 

Wolfling 

II 

8 

1  Grand  Island,B0SWR 

Klabundes 

II 

11 

15  Burgeson  Sanct, ,Frewsburg  Sundell 

II 

24 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

Twp. ,0nt.(f ) 

Axtells 

If 

1-31 

1-3  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

1-3  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Dinner 

II 

4-18 

45-53  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 

Twp. ,0nt . (f ) 

Axtells 
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White-thr.  Sparrow 

Dec.  4-31 

1-2  Fort  Erie,  Ont,  (f) 

Sommerville 

tf 

8,14,17 

4,6,2  Grand  Island  BOSWR 

Klabundes 

ft 

19 

3  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

•  » 

26 

7  T!$ueenston,0nt. 

Wagner ,Filor 

tl 

14,17,25,29 

1-2  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Vf 

25 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Fox  Sparrow 

tv 

1,2 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Sr„Tamp  Sparrow 

ft 

24 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Snow  Bunting 

tl 

5 

25  Wellsville 

Burtons 

ft 

31 

210  Alfred  (3  flocks) 

Klingensmith 

Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  275 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 2 

Total  for  1971s  277 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS  -  ADDENDA  1971 

(also  ADDENDA  1970) 

Addenda  to  1970  Records: 

Baltimore  Oriole  Dec.  15,19,20  1,1,1  Stafford  Twp.  (f)  Masons, Salvador 

Dec.  23-25,29,31  1,1,1  Stafford  Twp,  (f)  Masons, Salvador 

(female) 


Addenda  to  1971  Records: 


* Louisiana  Heron 

May 

24 

1  Sugar loaf  Pt. Pond, Ont. 

Seeber  et  al 

Blue  Goose 

Jan, 

24 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell , Richard- 

Gadwall 

June 

29 

14  Iroquois  NWR 

son 

Morse ,  Wald stein 

(2  adults  with  brood  of  12  ducklings) 

July 

7 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

(female  with  brood  of  5  ducklings) 

Black-headed  Gull 

Jan. 

13 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brownstein 

Common  Snipe 

Jan. 

24 

5  Towerville 

Sundell, 

Richardson 

Chimney  St, rift 

Apr. 

18 

1  Jamestown 

Campbell 

Myrtle  Warbler 

May  22,25,26,29 

1,1, 1,1  Foster  Lake, Alfred 

Brooks 

June 

3,7,8-16,18 

1  1,3, 5, 2  Foster  Lake, Alfred 

Brooks 

June 

7.10,19 

2,3,2  Foster  Lake, Alfred 

Brooks 

June 

8,19,20 

2,2,2  Foster  Lake,  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

June 

~TE 

1  Alfred  (Vandermark  Valley)  Klingensmith 

Clay-col,  Sparrow 

May  11-23,24-31 

1,2  Foster  Lake,  Alfred 

Brooks 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

June 

4—30 

2  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE! 

Our  Society  is  passing  thru  a  difficult  period.  Our  President  became  ill 
last  Fall  and  died  in  January.  During  the  time  when  he  was  ill  it  was  not 
always  possible  to  have  business  as  usual,  for  what  I  feel  are  obvious  reasons. 

It  is  now  my  intention  to  attempt  to  clear  away  as  quickly  as  possible  a 
procedural  matter  that  has  been  held  in  abeyance  since  last  Fall,  so  that  we 
may  move  forward  with  the  more  important  business  of  being  an  ornithological 
society. 

Richard  Brownstein  and  William  Vaughan,  the  two  attorneys  actively  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  are  in  agreement  that  the  Society  made 
a  critical  procedural  error  at  its  meeting  of  September  22,  1971  in  the  method 
of  voting  on  proposed  amendments  to  our  Constitution.  It  is  their  opinion  that 
the  Constitution  dated  May  1,  1966,  therefore,  remains  in  effect  until  any  pro¬ 
posed  amendments  are  voted  upon  and  adopted  by  the  Fellows  and  Active  Members 
at  two  consecutive  meetings,  in  accordance  with  Article  XV  of  the  Constitution. 

Since  the  voting  on  amendments  last  Fall,  several  defects  in  language  and 
a  lack  of  clarity  in  various  Articles  have  come  to  light.  It  seemed  that  a  re¬ 
view  by  trained  legal  minds  was  in  order.  Consequently  I,  as  Presidcrthave 
appointed  a  Special  Committee  consisting  of  Joseph  Thill  as  Chairman,  Richard 
Brownstein,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  William  Vaughan  and  myself, 
not  only  to  review  various  previous  amendments  previously  brought  before  the 
Society  but  also  to  consider  additional  suggestions  made  by  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  This  committee  has  met,  and  will  present  the  proposals  discussed  by  the 
committee  at  the  B.O.S,  Meetings  of  March  8th  and  March  22nd.  In  essence  these 
proposals  will  include  substantially  the  same  amendments  offered  for  vote  last 
Fall  plus  technical  changes  to  bring  the  Constitution  in  line  with  Not-For-Profit 
Corporation  Law  and  to  clarify  procedures  not  previously  defined  or  now  loosely 
defined  which  seem  to  demand  a  place  in  the  Constitution, 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Society  on  March  8th  and  March  22nd  the  committee  will 
ask  for  a  formal  vote  by  Fellows  and  Active  Members  on  these  proposals.  At 
the  following  meeting  of  the  Society  all  amendments  formally  adopted  at  this 
first  meeting  itt.ll  again  be  voted  upon  in  accordance  with  Article  XV  of  the 
present  Constitution. 

Harold  Dodge,  President 


V ol.  38,  No.  1 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the  Forty- third  B.O.So  Christmas  Bird  Count 


Date :  December  19,  1971 

Areas  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara 
River  and  adjacent  territory^  from  the  gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and 
Buffalo, 

Weathers  Snow  flurries  and  squalls;  temp.  20  to  35  degrees;  wind  S-SW, 

5-20  m.p.h.s  4-7  in.  snow  cover,  some  shallow  waters  frozen. 

Coverage  s  Thirty-seven  observers  in  16  parties.  Field  observations  from 
4s 30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Groups  covered  547  miles  by  car  and  53  miles  on  foot. 

Territories  and  Obsdrverss 

A.  Canadas  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River,  and  Niagara  River  west 

to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road,  and  area  boundary.  -  Robert  Andrle ,  Patricia  Andrle. 

B.  Canada s  Welland  River  sputh  to  Black  Creek,  and  Niagara  River  west  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  -  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde. 

C.  Canada s  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen 
Road.  -  Robert  Wagner,  Edith  Wagner. 

D.  Canadas  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge,  and  Niagara  River  westto 
Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  -  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  James  Braunberns,  Marjorie  Emerson, 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
Way  and  Niagara  River.  -  Harold  ixtell ,  Rachel  Axtell,  Robert  Sommerville. 

F.  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd,,  Pine  Avenue,  Main  Street  south  to  Niagara 
River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands,  and  east  to  Military  Road.  -  Not 
covered , 

G.  Military  Road  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River 
northeast  to  area  boundary.  -  Margaret  Wendling,  Marie  Wendling. 

H.  Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River  east 
to  area  boundary.  -  Alan  Reckhow. 

J.  Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  - 
Paul  Nevergold. 


K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Mary  Benham,  Paul  Bemham,  Mary  Kraetz,  William  Kraetz. 

L.  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and  Stony 
Point  Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  -  Barbara  Dodge,  Harold  Dodge. 

M.  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Road  to 
Niagara  River.  -  Lincoln  Crone,  Marion  Crone. 
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N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  and  Baseline  Road  west 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Kenneth  Balmas,  Mary  Hanusin,  Peter  Reczek,  Richard  Reczek. 

O.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  and  Baseline  Road 
east  to  Niagara  River.  -  Harold  Freund . 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road,  from  east  branch  to 
west  branch  of  Niagara  River.  -  Harold  Mitchell,  Neil  Goodman,  Brian 
Lewandowski,  Thomas  Lewandowski,  Frances  Rew,  David  Wilcove. 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Road,  all  of  Beaver  Island  State  Park,  - 
Alice  Me Kale,  Willard  McKale. 


Species  Recorded:  Figures  indicate  the  number  of  birds  seen,  letters 
indicate  territories  where  birds  were  seen. 


Gr.  Blue  Heron 

6 

(K.P.Q) 

Highest  number  in  12  years. 

Mallard 

695 

7th  highest. 

Black  Duck 

355 

Lowest  since  1930 

Gadwall 

64 

(A.P.Q) 

Highest  ever,  Frevious  high  62  in  1969. 

Pintail 

19 

(K.K.P) 

Lowest  in  8  years. 

American  Widgeon 

191 

(A,P,Q) 

Second  highest.  The  7  highest  have  been 
on  the  last  7  counts. 

Redhead 

147 

(P.Q) 

5th  highest. 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

(q) 

14th  time  on  the  Count. 

Canvasback 

7728 

Near  average • 

Greater  Scaup 

242 

2nd  lowest  since  1933* 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

(Q) 

Typically  in  small  numbers. 

Common  Goldeneye 

1839 

Below  average. 

Bufflehead 

812 

3rd  highest. 

Old squaw 

23 

(A) 

Considerably  below  average. 

White-w.  Scoter 

2 

A  normal  number. 

Common  Scoter 

2 

(A) 

18th  time  on  the  Count. 

Hooded  Merganser 

5 

(A.D.Q) 

A  normal  number. 

Common  Merganser 

4376 

Near  normal  for  last  16  years.  Previously 
lower , 

Red-br.  Merganser 

2 

(A) 

Lowest  ever.  Previous  low  5  in  1931* 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

45 

6th  highest. 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

3 

(C.E.O) 

Slightly  below  average. 

Marsh  Hawk 

2 

(B) 

Typical  of  low  numbers  of  last  14  years. 

Sparrow  Hawk 

35 

Near  average. 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

42 

2nd  lowest  ever. 

American  Coot 

1 

(A) 

10th  time  on  the  Count. 

Glaucous  Gull 

3 

(A) 

Above  average 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

(A) 

Recorded  on  about  half  of  the  counts. 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

79 

Near  average  of  last  15  years.  Formerly 
fewer • 
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Herring  Gull 

18,287 

Ring-billed  Gull 

1099 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

4609 

Little  Gull 

2 

(A,D) 

Mourning  Dove 

49 

Screech  Owl 

10 

Great  Horned  Owl 

1 

(Q) 

Short-eared  Owl 

8 

(B) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

4 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

20 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

1 

(Q) 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

2 

(D) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

26 

Downy  Woodpecker 

68 

Blue  Jay 

262 

Common  Crow 

66 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

211 

White-br •  Nuthatch 

33 

Brown  Creeper 

19 

Winter  Wren 

1 

(Q) 

Catbird 

1 

(E) 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

(Q) 

Robin 

19 

Hermit  Thrush 

3 

(C.E.G) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

60 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

(Q) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

6 

(K,Q) 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

(E,Q) 

Starling 

17,500 

Myrtle  Warbler 

2 

(A,G) 

House  Sparrow 

1007 

E.  Meadowlark 

14 

(B,N) 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

9 

(K.M.P) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

(Q) 

Common  Grackle 

3 

(A,E) 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

12 

Cardinal 

155 

Evening  Grosbeak 

4 

00 

Purple  Finch 

5 

(b; 

Common  Redpoll 

25 

(G) 

American  Goldfinch 

103 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

2 

(G,P) 

Slate-col.  Junco 

297 

Near  average  of  last  several  years. 

A  normal  number  for  last  19  years. 
Formerly  fewer. 

5th  highest. 

7th  time  on  the  Count. 

6th  highest.  5  of  the  highest  have  been 
in  the  last  5  years. 

7th  highest. 

Low 

A  normal  number. 

2nd  highest.  5  in  1949. 

Tied  with  1969  for  highest. 

3rd  time  on  the  Count. 

18th  time  on  the  Count. 

2nd  highest.  31  in  1969. 

Above  average, 

3rd  highest.  Higher  in  1969  and  1970. 

3rd  lowest. 

Near  average • 

Near  average. 

Near  average . 

17th  time  on  the  Count. 

3rd  time.  Also  1969  and  1970. 

7th  time  on  the  Count, 

Highest  ever.  Previous  high  12  in  1968. 
10th  time  and  highest  ever. 

2nd  highest.  65  in  1947, 

5th  time  on  the  Count 
12th  time  on  the  Count. 

A  common  number 

Fewer  than  in  any  of  the  8  previous 
years,  except  1970. 

11th  time  on  the  Count. 

Low. 

Highest  ever,  Previous  high  13  in  1968. 
Normal  for  recent  years. 

6th  time  on  the  Count. 

The  10th  puccessive  year.  Not  recorded 
the  f  irst  23  years  of  the  B.O.S.  Count. 
The  12th  successive  year.  Recorded  8  of 
the  previous  31  years. 

2nd  highest.  162  in  1970. 

4th  time  on  the  Count. 

11th  time  on  the  Count. 
l6th  time  on  the  Count. 

2nd  highest.  188  in  1963, 

6th  time  on  the  Count. 

Highest  ever.  Previous  high  194  in  1968. 
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Tree  Sparrow 

1033 

3rd  highest. 

Field  Sparrow 

3  (C) 

4th  time  on  the  Count. 

Wh. -crowned  Sparrow 

19  (D,E) 

6th  time  and  highest  ever.  Previous 
high  14  in  1970. 

Wh, -throated  Sparrow 

82 

Highest  ever.  (52  at  one  feeding  station.) 
Previous  high  35  in  1969. 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2  (C) 

A  common  number. 

Song  Sparrow 

49 

3rd  highest. 

Snow  Bunting 

1  (N) 

Recorded  23  of  the  43  years. 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

78 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS  61,916 

Comments:  The  grand  total  of  78  species  is  the  third  highest  ever  attained 
in  the  43  years  of  the  B.O.S.  Christmas  Count.  The  highest  were  90  species  in 
1969  and  86  in  1963*  Possibly  the  unusually  mild  autumn  may  account  for  the 
presence  of  at  least  5  or  10  of  the  78  species.  The  total  number  of  individuals 
is  lower  than  on  most  recent  counts  chiefly  because  the  Starling  counts  are 
much  lower. 

Snowy  Owls  were  reported  in  the  Count  Area  during  the  Count  Period, 

Dec.  18  to  Jan.  2,  but  not  on  the  Count  Day. 

It  was  the  highest  number  on  any  count  for  7  species:  Gadwall,  Robin, 

Hermit  Thrush,  E.  Meadowlark,  SI. -col  Junco,  IJh • -crowned  Sparrow,  and 
Wh. -throated  Sparrow.  Flicker  was  tied  with  its  previous  highest  count. 

It  was  the  second  highest  number  for  5  species.  It  was  the  lowest  on  any 
count  for  Red-br.  Merganser. 

The  only  species  recorded  on  as  many  as  half  of  the  43  counts,  but  not 
on  this  one,  were  Common  Loon  (22  ccunts)  and  Horned  Grebe  (29  counts). 

Inasmuch  as  it  would  be  unlikely  that  anyone  would  miss  either  of  these  birds 
if  they  wre  in  the  Count  Area,  it  appears  that  no  "usual"  birds  were  overlooked. 

Harold  H<,  Axtell  and  Rachel  Axtell,  R.R.  1,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 

1971  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNTS  IN  THE  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 

On  the  following  pages  we  present  the  results  of  seven  Christmas  Bird  Counts 
taken  within  the  geographic  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  between  December 
19th,  1971  and  January  2nd,  1972  as  submitted  by  the  compilers  of  each  count. 

We  acknowledge  the  cooperation  of  the  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  (Mrs.  Lou  L. 
Burton,  compiler,  Allegany  County  and  Scio  Counts);  Buffalo  Audubon  Society 
(Pamelia  Amey,  compiler,  Hamburg  -  East  Aurora  Count);  Jamestown  Audubon  Society 
(Douglas  Carlson,  compiler,  Jamestown  Count);  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  (Douglas 
Cprlson,  compiler,  Fredonia  Count);  John  Morse,  compiler,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 
(Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge)  area. 
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TABLE  #1 


Scio 

Allegany  Co. 

Hamburg-E . Aurora 

Grand  Island 

Date 

1/1/72 

1/1/72 

1/2/72 

12/19/71 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

1 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

1 

4 

6 

Mallard 

4 

24 

9 

695 

Black  Duck 

17 

4 

1 

355 

Gadwall 

64 

Pintail 

19 

Green-w,  Teal 

2i 

Am.  Widgeon 

191 

Redhead 

147 

Ring-n.  Duck 

2 

Cqrnvasback 

7728 

Gr.  Scaup 

242 

L.  Scaup 

1 

C •  Goldeneye 

2 

79 

1839 

Bufflehead 

18 

812 

Old squaw 

23 

White-w.  Scoter 

2 

Common  Scoter 

2 

Hooded  Merganser 

5 

Common  Merganser 

4376 

Red-b.  Merganser 

2 

5 

2 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

2 

1 

Cooper's  Hawk 

4 

4 

4 

Red- tail.  Hawk 

9 

20 

18 

4  5 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

3 

1 

3 

Marsh  Hawk 

2 

10 

2 

Sparrow  Hawk 

1 

10 

9 

35 

Ruffed  Grouse 

15 

19 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

2 

10 

205 

42 

Turkey 

21 

38 

Am.  Coot 

2 

1 

Killdeer 

1 

3 

Glaucous  Gull 

3 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

9 

79 

Herring  Gull 

42 

20 

22 

18,287 

Ring-b .  Gull 

2 

485 

1099 

Bonaparte ?s  Gull 

14 

4609 

Little  Gull 

2 

Mourning  Dove 

34 

45 

146 

49 

Barn  Owl 

1 

Screech  Owl 

2 

3 

10 

Gr.  Horned  Owl 

2 

5 

5 

1 
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Scio 

Allegany 

Co.  Hamburg-E. 

Aurora  Grand  Island 

Barred  Owl 

2 

1 

Short-e •  Owl 

8 

Belt.  Kingfisher 

13 

6 

2 

4 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

7 

20 

Pile ate d  Wdpkr. 

1 

3 

1 

R.-bell.  Wdpkr. 

4 

1 

Red-h.  Wdpkr. 

2 

Y.-bell,  Sapskr. 

1 

Hairy  Wdprk, 

38 

111 

40 

26 

Downy  Wdprk. 

83 

182 

157 

68 

No,  Horned  Lark 

2 

Horned  Lark 

9 

113 

Blue  Jay 

328 

552 

327 

262 

Common  Crow 

86 

427 

6279 

66 

Bl.-c.  Chickadee 

611 

916 

726 

211 

Boreal  Chickadee 

1 

1 

Tufted  Titmouse 

15 

16 

Wh  • -br .  Nuthatch 

111 

140 

104 

33 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

8 

20 

12 

Brown  Creeper 

6 

11 

19 

19 

Winter  Wren 

2 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

2 

Mockingbird 

1 

Catbird 

1 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

Robin 

1 

8 

20 

19 

Hermit  Thrush 

3 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

4 

9 

15 

60 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing 

107 

393 

321 

6 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

5 

2 

Starling 

195 

930 

2917 

17,500 

Myrtle  Warbler 

2 

Ovenbird 

1 

House  Sparrow 

839 

1759 

2202 

1007 

E,  Meadowlark 

5 

7 

14 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

30 

1 

9 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

Common  Grackle 

1 

5 

3 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

132 

111 

36 

12 

Cardinal 

135 

244 

259 

155 

Dickcissel 

1 

Evening  Grosbeak 

785 

2218 

800 

4 

Purple  Finch 

7 

16 

6 

5 

Pine  Grosbeak 

6 

18 

Common  Redpoll 

381 

115 

142 

25 

Pine  Siskin 

92 

3 

30 

Am,  Goldfinch 

215 

386 

315 

103 
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Scio 

Allegany  Co. 

Hamburg-E,  Aurora 

Grand  Island 

Red  Crossbill 

71 

20 

White-w,  Crossbill 

3 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

3 

7 

2 

Slate-col  Junco 

197 

431 

535 

927 

Tree  Sparrow 

299 

493 

429 

1033 

Field  Sparrow 

2 

6 

3 

3 

White-cr .  Sparrow 

2 

19 

3 

19 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

11 

27 

93 

82 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

1 

S^amp  Sparrow 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

18 

35 

15 

49 

Snow  Bunting 

200 

304 

175 

1 

Total  Species 

48 

67 

66 

78 

Total  Individuals 

5,247  9 

,795  17 

,231 

61,916 

TABLE  #2 

Jamestown  Fredonia 

Iroquois  NWR 

DATE 

12/26/71 

1/1/72 

12/27/71 

Common  Loon 

1 

Horned  Grebe 

4 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

2 

2 

Whistling  Swan 

17 

Canada  Goose 

1808 

Mallard 

27 

100 

2594 

Black  Duck 

3 

173 

729 

Gadwall 

2 

1 

Pintail 

5 

Green-w.  Teal 

2 

Redhead 

33 

6 

Ring-n,  Duck 

5 

Canvasback 

9 

6 

Gr .  Scaup 

23 

L.  Scaup 

4 

C •  Goldeneye 

90 

36 

■'  •  * 

Bufflehead 

3 

33 

Common  Merganser 

13 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

1 

3 

Cooper's  Hawk 

2 

1 

1  ' 

Red- tail  Hawk 

12 

5  " 

51 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

2 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

5 

6 

Marsh  Hawk 

1 

3 
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Jamestown 


Sparrow  Hawk  4 

Ruffed  Grouse  14 

Ring-n.  Pheasant  3 

Turkey  1 

Am.  Coot  1? 

Killdeer 

C •  Snipe  1 

Red  Phalaro  p  e 
Glaucous  Gull 
Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 
Herring  Gull  60 

Ring-b .  Gull  149 

Bonaparte  1 s  Gull 
Mourning  Dove 
Screech  Owl  2 

Gr.  Horned  Owl  6 

Barred  Owl  2 

Long-e .  Owl 
Short-e .  Owl 
Belt.  Kingfisher  4 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker  4 

Pi lea ted  Wdpkr •  1 

R.-bell.  Wdpkr. 

Red-h.  Wdpkr. 

Hairy  Wdpkr.  42 

Downy  Wdpkr.  101 

Horned  Lark 

Blue  Jay  217 

Common  Crow  129 

Bl.-c.  Chickadee  418 

Tuf  ted  Titmouse  15 

Wh.-br .  Nuthatch  90 

Red-br •  Nuthatch  7 

Brown  Creeper  13 

Winter  Wren  1 

Carolina  Wren  1 

Mockingbird  1 

Robin 

Hermit  Thrush 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  36 

Cedar  Waxwing  19 

Northern  Shrike  2 

Starling  1541 

Myrtle  Warbler  9 

House  Sparrow  1723 

E.  Meadowlark 
Red-w. Blackbird  3 

Rusty  Blackbird  1 


Fredonia 

Iroquois 

12 

30 

2 

2 

75 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 

37 

98 

3 

3700 

56 

281 

160 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

8 

20 

2 

1 

11 

4 

35 

70 

95 

9 

31 

49 

60 

48 

204 

194 

3 

2 

23 

25 

3 

12 

3 

2 

1 

43 

1 

19 

184 

3 

2028 

1094 

756 

1202 

42 

2 
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Jamestown  Fredonia  Iroquois  NWR 


Common  Grackle 

4 

5 

1 

Brown-h .  Cowbird 

1 

3 

Cardinal 

95 

27 

40 

Evening  Grosbeak 

187 

191 

18 

Purple  Finch 

1 

7 

Pine  Grosbeak 

3 

Common  Redpoll 

4 

177 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

12 

Am.  Goldfinch 

17 

25 

42 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

2 

Slate-col,  Junco 

142 

137 

69 

Tree  Sparrow 

216 

318 

662 

Field  Sparrow 

4 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

11 

1 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

35 

3 

19 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

8 

Song  Sparrow 

37 

17 

12 

Lapland  Long spur 

5 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

2 

150 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

66 

57 

56 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

5615 

8787 

9578 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  seoond  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

March  8  Discussion  of  Amendments  to  Constitution.  Illustrated  report 

on  1971  A.O.U.  Meeting  at  Seattle  -  Dr.  Robert  Andrle  and 
Harold  Mitchell. 

March  22  To  be  announced. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


March  12  East  Aurora  area.  Richard  Byron,  leader  (telephone  652-3887). 

Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Farm  and  Home  Center  parking  lot  opposite 
the  Roycroft  Inn,  East  Aurora, 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  firs.  Willard  Me Kale,  89  Larch 
Rd.,  Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone,  838 

Union  Rd.,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224, 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2,50  per  year  payable  to  the  Trasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave • ,Kenmore ,  N.Y. ,14217, Telephone :877-7257 
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MONTH 


For  those  whose  custom  it  is  to  hang  up  their  binoculars  at  the  close  of  the 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  season  and  await  the  far-distant  vernal  renaissance,  let  1 
this  month  serve  as  a  perpetual  reminder  that  January  in  the  Niagara  Frontier 
Region  can  be  one  of  the  year*s  most  exciting  months.  No  less  than  I17  species 
and  identifiable  subspecies  (e.g.  "northern"  horned  lark,  or  "Kumlien's  gull) 
were  seen  during  the  first  31  days  of  1972,  including  four  species  never  before 
recorded  in  January  -  Red  Phalarope,  Franklin* s  Gull,  Ovenbird  and  House  Finch. 
This  spans  a  period  of  close  to  one  hundred  years  of  records,  although  admittedly 
it  wasn't  until  the  founding  of  the  B.O.S.  in  the  1930 *s  that  organized  records 
were  faithfully  ...kept.  Now  add  to  this  the  following  excerpts  from  the  last  A.O.U. 
Checklist  (1957): 

Red  Phalarope  ....  "winters,  at  sea,  chiefly  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere, 
off  west  Africa  and  both  coasts  of  South  America;  south  ...." 

Franklin's  Gull. ... "winters  in  the  Pacific  from  Guatemala  south  to  the 
Gulf  of  Panama  ....  to  the  Galapagos  Islands,  and  Chile,..." 

Ovenbird  .... "winters  from  Nuevo  Leon,  the  Gulf  Coast  0... 
south  to  Panama,  Northern  Colombia,  Northern  Venezuela  and  the 
Lesser  Antilles." 

The  relatively  mild  weather  of  the  past  autumn  produced  one  of  the 
largest  arrays  of  half -hardies  attempting  to  winter  in  the  region,  both  species- 
wise  and  numbers-wise .  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  Noteworthy  Record  section  of 
this  journal  for  further  analysis. 

The  details  concerning  one  of  the  November  Gyrfalcons  alluded  to  in  this 
column  in  a  prior  issue  have  now  come  to  light,  and  are  as  follows:  On  November 
13 ,  1971  an  Ontario  conservation  officer  picked  up  an  injured  dark  phase 
Gyrfalcon  in  a  field  on  lot  24,  Concession  6  in  Wainfleet  Township.  It  was  then 
kept  for  several  months  in  Vineland,  Ontario  before  being  sent  to  British 
Columbia  where  attempts  will  be  made  to  breed  it  in  captivity.  The  bird  had 
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suffered  permanent  damage  to  one  eye.  This  is  the  first  local  record  for  this 
species  in  24  years,  and  comes  as  part  of  the  largest  and  most  widespread 
movement  of  this  normally  non-migratory  arctic  falcon  in  recent  ornithological 
history. 

The  presence  of  at  least  ten  Cooper’s  Hawks  reported  during  the  month  is 
gratifying,  inasmuch  as  this  species  has  undergone  a  precipitous  decline  in 
numbers  in  the  last  two  decades. 

* 

The  immature  Bald  Eagle  present  on  the  somewhat  unusual  date  (for  such  an 
inland  locality)  of  January  8th  is  just  another  example  of  the  increasing  wealth 
of  valuable  data  being  supplied  to  our  Society  by  the  State  and  Federal  personnel 
at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  and  the  adjoining  Tonawanda  Game 
Management  Area. 

January  continued  where  December  left  off  in  the  way  of  gull  activity.  The 
numbers  of  Great  Black-backed  and  Glaucous  Gulls  present  at  Niagara  Falls  between 
the  19th  and  23rd  of  the  month  broke  all  existing  maximums  for  both  species.  The 
previous  high  for  Great  Black-backs  was  101  on  January  1,  I960.  The  8,000 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  estimated  by  the  Axtells  on  the  Niagara  River  at  Queenston, 
Ontario  and  across  from  Lewiston,  New  York  also  constitutes  a  new  January  maximum 
and  is  made  all  the  more  remarkable  because  in  most  years  this  species  has  de¬ 
parted  for  its  maritime  wintering  grounds  by  the  early  part  of  the  month.  The 
Little  Gull  reported  by  the  Carlsons  on  the  25th  is  the  first  winter  record  for 
Chautauqua  County. 

After  a  somewhat  timid  beginning  earlier  this  autumn,  the  winter  finches 
staged  a  widespread  invasion  of  the  area  in  January.  Spicing  up  the  ten  species 
reported  for  the  month  (only  nine  appear  in  the  Noteworthy  Records,  as  Red 
Crossbills  were  seen  but  not  reported),  were  Pine  Grosbeaks,  the  House  Finches 
in  Amherst,  and  larpre  .numharsyof'  Redpolls. 

There  will  be  another  trip  to  Churchill  during  the  second  week  in  June.  All 
interested  persons  are  invited  to  contact  the  writer  at  the  address  below, 

Richard  Brownstein 

1050  Ellicott  Square  Bldg. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 


-19- 


Vol.  38,  No,  2  ''Noteworthy  Records"  cont, 

\ 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in 


the  permanent  files  of 

the  B.O 

,S. 

Common  Loon 

Jan, 

1-30 

1-2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

several  observers 

tf 

13 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

If 

20 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

II 

31 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elderkin 

Horned  Grebe 

II 

4 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Benham 

II 

8 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

II 

28 

3  Celeron,  Chaut.L. 

Elderkin 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

it 

1 

2  Niagara  Falls,0ht, 

Benham  et  al 

II 

16-23 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

20 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Great  Blue  Heron 

If 

4 

1  Grand  Island 

Benham 

II 

4 

1  Celeron 

Sundell 

II 

18 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

II 

22 

1  Chaut.L, outlet , Jamestown 

Carlson 

Whistling  Swan 

•  1 

1 

76  Chaut.L. at  Hadley  Bay 

Elderkin 

Canada  Goose 

•  I 

4 

47  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Elderkin 

It 

5 

60  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

17,26 

1000  Iroquois  NWR  9 

Morse  et  al 

Black  Duck 

If 

4 

176  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Elderkin 

If 

11 

105  Dunkirk 

Elderkin 

Gadwall 

II 

7 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

n 

9 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Me Kales 

Pintail 

ft 

9 

1  Fort  Erie  Marsh, Ont. 

Me  Kales 

Green-w,  Teal 

it 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Benham  et  al 

Jan, 

9,16 

1  Fort  Erie  Marsh, Ont. 

Me Kales 

Jan, 

14 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Mitchell 

Jan, 

31 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Emersons 

American  Widgeon 

II 

8 

1  River side, Frewsburg 

Sundell 

ft 

'9 

4  Buffalo  Harbor 

Me Kales 

Wood  Duck 

n 

22 

1  Chaut.L. out let, Jamestown 

Carlson, Sundell  etal 

11 

27 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Redhead 

it 

31 

15  Dunkirk 

Elderkin 

Ring-necked  Duck 

IV 

2 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Benham 

»• 

9,16 

1  Fort  Erie  Marsh,  Ont. 

Me  Kales 

•1 

30 

2  Wilson  Harbor 

Me  Kales 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls,0nt, 

Axtells 

White-w.  Scoter 

11 

23 

1  Bay  View 

Danner 

Ruddy  Duck 

ti 

20-28 

4  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

11 

23 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Benham 

Hooded  Merganser 

n 

1 

2  Chaut,  L. 

Elderkin 

it 

4 

2  Quaker  L. ,Alleg.St.Pk. 

Elderkin 

11 

9 

6  Fort  Erie  Marsh, Ont. 

Me  Kales 

11 

13 

12  Niagara  River 

Axtells 

ti 

22 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

11 

30 

2  Wilson  Harbor 

Me Kales 
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Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

Jan. 

3 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

•  I 

4,27,30 

1  N. Boston  (feeder  area) 

Dodges 

II 

12 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

•  I 

15,2? 

1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

It 

16,26 

1  Spring  Brook  (feeder  area) 

Danner 

ft 

28 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie  T^p. 

,0nt.  Axtells 

Cooper*s  Hawk 

11 

1,16 

1  N.  Boston  (feeder  area) 

Dodges 

it 

2-28 

1  Belmont  (feeder  area) 

Burtons 

tt 

2 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

6 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

n 

6,7 

1,1  Scio  &  Wellsville 

Burtons 

it 

7 

1,1  Frewsburg  &  Stillwater 

Sundell 

11 

15 

1  Acacia  Pk.Cem, ,  Pendleton 

Zehr 

11 

16 

1  Acacia  Pk.Cem. , Pendleton 

Mitchell 

11 

19,25 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

11 

24 

1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

11 

29 

1  Fillmore 

Burtons  et  al 

Red- should.  Hawk 

Jan. 

4 

2  Gerry ,Chaut. Co. 

Sundell 

Jan, 

17 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp,, 

Ont.  Axtells 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

II 

1 

6  Ontario  Plain 

Klabunde  s 

H 

2-31  3-34  Ontario  Plain 

Smiths 

(maximum  count  in  this  area  was  34  on  Jan. 

27th) 

II 

6 

3  Cherry  Creek 

Carlson 

II 

15 

9  Cambria  (Baer  Rd.) 

Me Kale s , Ulrich 

II 

18 

10  Pt.  Breeze  to  Olcott 

Axtells 

II 

27,30 

3,10  Centerville 

Burtons 

IV 

29 

14  Centerville 

Burtons  et  al 

(observed  in  less 

than 

2  mi.  - 

hawks  moving  w.  along  Freedom- 

Centerville  Rd. 

Alleg •  Co . ) 

II 

30 

7  Ontario  Plain 

Me  Kales 

B*ld  Eagle 

It 

8 

(imm.)  1  Iroquois  NWR 

Meddaugh 

Marsh  Hawk 

u 

1 

4  Wilson 

Klabunde s 

II 

1-30 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

II 

2-31 

1-4  Ontario  Plain 

Smiths 

II 

14 

3  over  Dunkirk 

Carlson 

II 

18 

1  4  mi.  w.  of  Wilson 

Axtells 

II 

28 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Turkey 

II 

5 

4  Alfred  area 

KILngensmith 

American  Coot 

II 

1 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

El. dor  kin 

II 

9 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Me Kales 

II 

19 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Axtells 

If 

22 

41  Dunkirk  Harbor 

C-vl'-on 

II 

27 

6  Chuut.  L.  At  Celeron 

Be,:  L 

It 

31 

20  Dunkirk  Harbor 

EJderkin 

It 

31 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Em  sons 

Killdeer 

II 

1 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Webbs 
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Common  Snipe 

Jan. 

16 

1  Town  of  Elba 

Seamans, Beebe 

Red  Phalarope 

Jan. 

1 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Glaucous  Gull 

II 

3 

1  Tifft  St.,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

91 

5 

3  Adam  Beck  Plant, Stamford  Twp,,0nt.  Andrle 

If 

13 

23  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells 

If 

23 

23  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Benham  et  al 

II 

23 

1  Pine hurst 

Andrle 

Iceland  Gull 

II 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

II 

10-31 

1-4  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

15 

1  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Cr. 

Andrle , Bourne 

II 

18 

1  2  mi.  NW  of  Kuckville 

Axtells 

It 

19 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

II 

23 

3  Pine hurst 

Andrle 

II 

23 

3  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Benham  et  al 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

II 

9 

143  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Me  Kales 

II 

19 

230  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells 

Franklin's  Gull 

Jan. 

15 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wilcove , Zehr 

Jan. 

16 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Me Kales 

Jan, 

23 

1  Niagara  River 

Brownstein 

Jan. 

18-24 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Axtells 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

II 

11 

280  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Elder kin 

II 

13 

8000  Niagara  River  (max.) 

Axtells 

Little  Gull 

II 

1 

3  Queens ton, Ont. 

Benham  et  al 

II 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

If 

13 

2  Queenston,Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

II 

15 

2  Lewiston 

Me Kales 

II 

19 

2  Lewiston 

Zehr 

Jan. 

25 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlsons 

Mourning  Dove 

"  1-31: 14; 10-28: 35  Belmont  (f);  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

2 

54  Griffin  Lane,  Elma 

Wendlingss 

It 

6 

31  near  Scio 

Klingensmith 

•  1 

8 

80  Acacia  Pk.Cem. Pendleton 

Me Kales 

II 

8 

4?  River side, Frewsburg 

Sundell 

II 

13 

40  Lyndonvi lie  ( max . ) 

Smiths 

II 

15 

50  South  Dayton 

Sundell 

II 

1-31 

15-31  West  Serteca  (f) 

Crones 

Great  Horned  Owl 

II 

31 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Emersons 

Snowy  Cwl 

II 

2 

1  Lewiston 

Benham 

II 

2-30 

1-2  Ontario  Plain 

Smiths 

11 

4,15 

1,1  Ellington  &  Conewango  V. 

Sundell 

II 

11 

1  Town  of  Niagara 

Klabunde  s 

II 

12 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

15 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle, Bourne 

II 

19 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

II 

23 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Crone s,Yaki 

Long-eared  Owl 

II 

11 

1  Lockport 

Klabundes 

"  12  1  Rose  Hill  Rd ., Bertie TwP.Ont.  Axtells 

(found  freshly  dead  under  roost) 
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Short-eared  Cwl 

Jan, 

1 

10  Wilson  to  Ransomville 

Klabunde  s 1 

II 

2*29 

1-8  Ontario  Plain 

Smiths 

It 

8 

1,1  Pendleton  -&  Cambria 

Me  Kales 

t* 

9 

4  Wilson  Twp, 

Me Kales 

It 

16,29 

10,17  Alden  (max.  count  for  mo. 

)  Me Kales 

tl 

18 

1  near  Somerset 

Axtells 

If 

18 

1  4  mi.  W.  of  Wilson 

Axtells 

Saw- whet  Owl 

ff 

10-19 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp., 

Ont.  Axtells 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tl 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls, O^t. 

several  observers 

•  1 

1-31 

2-3  Scio  to  B©lmont 

Burtons 

tf 

11 

1  Dunkirk 

Elder kin 

ft 

16,31 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo, 

Mitchell , Emersons 

II 

23 

1  Fredonia 

Seamans 

tl 

29 

3  .Allegany  County 

Brooks , Klinge  nsmi th 

Yelloii-sh.  Flicker 

II 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

1-31 

1-2  Eggertsville  (f) 

Me Kales 

tt 

8 

2  Acacia  Pk.  Cem. , Pendleton 

Me Kales 

tl 

23 

3  Beaver  Is. St. Park 

Zehr 

(maximum  counts  for  month  -  7  reports  of  single  individuals) 

Red-bell.  Woodpecker  " 

1-31 

“1  Iroquois  NWE  (f) 

Morse, 01 sen 

tt 

4 

1  Beaver  Is.  St.Pk. 

Benham 

it 

29 

1  Caneadea  (f) 

Burtons  et  al 

Yellow-b.  S^psucker 

.  •*> 

27,29 

1  Allegany  St.  Park 

Elder kin 

H0rned  Lark 

ft 

4 

3  Kennedy 

Sundell 

(E.a.  alpestris) 

tt 

6 

9  Fredonia 

Carlson 

Horned  Lark 

tt 

6 

125  Fredonia 

Carlson 

(E.a,  praticola) 

(maximum  count  for  month  -  many  reports  received) 

Common  Crow 

tl 

3 

360  S.  Stockton 

Carlson 

tt 

19 

300  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Boreal  Chickadee 

tt  r 

8 

1  Acacia  Pk.  Cem. , Pendleton 

Me Kales 

tt 

15 

1  Acacia  Pk, , Cem, , Pendleton 

Goodman, Wile ove , 

Zehr 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-31 

1,1  Bentley  Sanct. , Fluvanna 

Beal 

It 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

It 

1 

1  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

tl 

7,22 

1,2  Fluvanna  (f) 

Sundell 

it 

8 

2  Jamestown 

Elder kin 

ft 

20 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

29 

2  Allegany  St.  Park 

Elderkin 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

tt 

1-12 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabunde s 

”4,7 

,12,18,20/5,4,14,10,10  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith , Brooks 

(all  in  mature  red  pine  -  white  pine  plantation) 

Jan. 

7,22 

1,1  Fluvanna 

Sundell 

If 

11 

1  Boston 

Bourne 

tt 

31 

1  Bentley  Sanct.,  Fluvanna 

Beal 
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Brown  Creeper 

Jan. 

4,12 

6,3  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ft 

30 

6  Beaver  Is.  St.  Fk. 

Me Kales 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Winter  W^en 

18 

1  Point  Breeze 

Ax tells 

II 

31 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse,  Olsen 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

(both  individuals  roost  at  night  in  an  old 

cap  in  garage) 

II 

3,14 

1,1  Alfred 

Ivlinge  smith 

II 

4 

1  Beaver  Is.  St«  Park 

Benham 

II 

16 

2  Rose  Hill,  Ont, 

Axtells ,Yaki  et  al 

II 

31 

1  Pt.  Colborne,0nt. 

H.R.  Schaefer 

Mockingbird 

It 

1 

1  NPC  School  of  Hort.,  Ont, 

Klabunde  s 

II 

7,8 

1,1  Riverside,  Frewsburg 

Sundell 

If 

18,24 

1,1  Burgess  Sa.nct,,  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

II 

19 

1  NPC  School  of  Hort.,0nt. 

Axtells 

It 

21 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Brown  Thrasher 

It 

16 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

Robin 

It 

8 

5  Amherst 

Me Kales 

ft 

18 

4  Fredonia 

Carlson 

(maximum  counts  for  month  -  many  reports  of  1-2  individuals) 


Hermit  Thrush 

It 

8 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Benham 

ft 

16 

1  Jerusalem  Corners 

Andrles 

It 

27-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp. 

,0nt.  Axtells 

It 

29 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Jan, 

4 

7  Evans 

Cogge shall, Hauser 

Jan. 

18 

4  Hartland  Rd.,, Somerset 

Axtells 

Cedar  Waxwing 

It 

5,24 

100,180  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

5-31 

1-3  Ontario  Plain 

Smiths 

•  1 

9-31 

1  Rose  HiU  Rd., Bertie  Twp. 

,0nt.  Axtells 

It 

9 

1  01c ott 

Klabunde s 

II 

15 

1  N,  Boston  (feeder  area) 

Dodges 

tl 

17 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

22,29 

1,1  Stockton,  Ellington 

Sundell 

ft 

29 

1  Arcade 

Mitchell  et  al 

ft 

30 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

Ovenbird 

Jan. 1,27, 29 

1  Fillmore  (f) 

Burtons, Morse  et  al 

Eastern  Meadowlark  " 

6 

18  Cherry  Creek 

Carlson 

”7, 

13,30-31/20,12,14  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

9 

19  Wilson 

Klabunde s 

II 

29 

21  Centerville 

Burtons , Mitchell 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

et  al 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

If 

2 

47  Griffin  Lane,  Elma 

Wendlings 

It 

7,8 

2,8  Frewsburg 

Sundell 

II 

8 

1  Acacia  Pk.Cem. , Pendleton 

Me Kales 

It 

15 

1  Gerry  (f) 

Sundell , Andree 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Jan, 

16 

1  Boston  (f) 

Dodges, Jones 
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Rusty  Blackbird 

Jan. 

1  1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Olsen 

Common  Grackle 

•  I 

1  1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

II 

3-20  1  Eggertsville  (f) 

Me  Kales 

II 

6,13  1,1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

If 

9-31  1-2  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie  Twp, 

,0nt,  Axtells 

It 

20  12  Town  of  Alma 

Burtons 

II 

29  5  Allegany  Co. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Broxm-h.  Cowbird 

II 

1-31  4-10  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

4-31  2-6  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

10-31  1-4  Rose  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp.Ont.(f)  Axtells 

II 

29  10  Fillmore  (f) 

Mitchell  et  al 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Cardinal 

11 

26  40  R.Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp.,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

(maximum  count  for  month) 

Dickcissel 

ii 

1  1  Wellsville  (f) 

Fer rands 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

1-31  14-120  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

(tylax,  x-jritten  count  for 

1  month  -  there  x^as  an  impressive  winter  "invasion"  of 

species  throughout  BOS 

study  area  -  many  xwitten  reports,  and 

even  more 

unwritten  reports 

.) 

Purple  Finch 

Jan. 

5,18,22,24/2-3  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

2-9,28,31/5-1,27,17  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

8  5  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

14  1  Jamestown 

Beal 

11 

22  6  Alden  (f) 

Wolf ling 

II 

28  1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

It 

31  1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,  Bertie  Tvrp. 

,0nt.  Axtells 

House  Finch 

II 

1-31  12  Eggertsville  (f) 

Ward 

Pine  Grosbeak 

II 

9  8  Krull  Pk.,01cott 

Klabunde  s 

II 

9,15  4,3  Youngstown  Cem, 

Me  Ka  le  s ,  Ulr  i  c  h 

II 

15,17  1  North  Boston 

Dodges 

II 

16  1  R.Hill  Rd.,  Bertie  Tx*rp,  ,0nt. ,  Axtells 

If 

17  9  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

18  9  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

25  2  Allegany  St.  Park 

Elderkin 

II 

28  7  Red  Bird 

Carlson 

Common  Redpoll 

II 

4  150  Oak  Hill,  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

6  374  Fredohia 

Carlson 

II 

21  400  Jamestoxm 

Elderkin 

II 

22  400  Jamestown 

Sundell 

II 

28  250  Belmont 

Burtons 

1» 

29  500,350  Caneadea,  Tox-rn  of  Allen  Klingensmith, 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

II 

3-31  2-30  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

8-31  1-12  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

IV 

16-31  1-12  Amherst  (f) 

Amr  strongs 

11 

17-30  5-20  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

21-31  1-20  Fredonia  (f) 

Carlsons 
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Pine  Siskin  Jan.  26-31'  10-15  Hamburg  (f) 

"  28  50  Belmont  (in  fields) 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

American  Goldfinch  "3,4,5-31/12,64,4-14  N,  Boston  (f) 

"  9-28  12-100  Belmont  (in  fields) 

"  30  41  Falconer  (f) 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 


-iddrles 

Burtons 

Dodges 
Burtons 
Elder kin 


White-w.  Crossbill 

II 

9 

1 

Krull  Pk.,  01c ott 

Klabundes 

II 

11 

9 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

24 

4 

Burg •  Sane  t • , Fr e wsbur g 

Elderkin 

It 

27 

10 

Quaker  L.  area  Alleg,  St.Pk.  Elderkin 

ft 

29 

1 

Fredonia  (f) 

Carlsons 

If 

29 

3 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Elderkin 

II 

29 

2 

Fillmore 

Burtons, Morse  et 

II 

30 

2 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Me Kales 

Ruf ous- s .  Towhe e 

II 

8 

1 

Amherst  (f) 

Me  Kales 

II 

15 

1 

Gerry  (f) 

Sundell , Andree 

It 

29 

1 

Fillmore  (f) 

Burtons, Morse  et 

Field  Sparrow 

II 

9 

1 

Newfane 

Klabunde  s 

It 

31 

1 

N •  Tonawanda  ( f ) 

Ruggles 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

•  1 

5 

1 

Hamburg  '(f) 

Bourne 

II 

7,9 

1,1 

Lewiston  (f), Newfane 

Klabunde  s 

II 

8,16 

3,2 

Acacia  Pk,  Cem, , Pendleton 

Me Kale  s , Mi tche 11 

II 

8-31 

1 

Fredonia  (f) 

Carlsons 

II 

15-31 

1 

R.  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp.,0nt,(f)  Axtells 

II 

22 

1 

N,  Tonawanda  (f) 

Ruggles 

II 

29,30 

5 

Alden  (f) 

Wolfling 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

15-7 

North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

8,16 

22,13  Acacia  Pk.Cem, , Pendleton 

Me  Kales 

It 

9-31 

57 

R.  Hill  Rd., Bertie  Twp.,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

(maximum  counts 

for  month  -  many  reports) 

Fox  Sparrow 

Jan. 

9-31 

1 

R.Hill  Rd,, Bertie  Twp.,  Ont,  (f)  Axtells 

Song  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

3-4 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

2 

West  Seneca  (f) 

Crones 

II 

1-31 

4 

North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

16 

2 

Pendleton  (f) 

Me Kales 

II 

30 

2 

Beaver  Is.  St.  Park 

Me Kales 

(maximum  counts 

for  month) 

Lapland  Long spur 

•  1 

4 

3 

Kennedy 

Sundell 

II 

6 

8 

Fredonia 

Carlson 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

1 

200 

Newfane 

Klabunde  s 

II 

4 

250 

Onoville  area 

Elderkin 

II 

6 

755 

Fredonia 

Carlson 

II 

8 

300 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

II 

9 

200 

Ellery 

Elderkin 

II 

27 

200 

Centerville 

Burtons 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 
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Additional  species  observed  in  January  1972:  Mallard,  Canvasback,  Greate 
Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Oldsquaw,  Common  Merganser,  Red-br.  Mergans 
Red-t.  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-n,  Pheasant,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-b 
Gull,  Barn  Owl,  Screech  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  ,Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Black-c.  Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Gatbird, 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Starling,  House  Sparrpw,  Red  Crossbill,  Slate-col,  Junco, 
Tree  Sparrow. 

Species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  January  1972:  117 

Addenda  to  1971  Records: 

Gyrfalcon  Nov.  15  1  Wainfleet  Twp,,Ont.  Andrle ,McKeever 

(found  injured  by  Conservation  Officer) 


1971  NESTING  RECORDS  -  V 


ALFRED  &  VICINITY 


Compiled  by  Elizabeth  W.  Brooks 


Mallard 


June 


10  N10E  Foster  L.,  Alfred  Brooks , Klingensraith 

26  nest  destroyed  (nest  in  hollow  under  Scotch  pine) 


Ruffed.  Grouse  Sept.  4  7Y0  Belfast  Burtons 


Tree  Swallow  A 

May 

23 

N3E  Foster  Marsh,  Alfred  (h)  Brooks 

30 

N6E  (nest  in  Scotch  pine  field-on  pole  4.5*  above 

ground ) 

June 

11 

N6Y  just  hatched 

July 

13 

nest  empty 

B 

May 

23 

N2E  Water  Wells  Rd., Alfred  (h)  Brooks 

31 

N5E 

June 

15 

N1E4Y 

26 

4Y0 

C 

May 

28 

N1E  Cooke  Rd., Alfred  (h) 

July 

16 

N1E  nest  damaged 

D 

May 

30 

N  Foster  Marsh,  Alfred  (h)  Brooks 

E 

June 

3 

N5E  Foster  L., Alfred  (h)  Brooks 

7 

N4E 

12 

N3E1Y 

20 

N4Y 

F 

June 

23 

N1E  Water  Wells  Rd,, Alfred  Brooks 

26 

N4E  (h) 

July 

14 

N4Y 
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Cliff  Shallow 
Blue  Jay 
House  Wren 


Catbird 

Robin 


"1971  Nesting  Records"  cont. 


:a-j) 


3 


) 


3 


3 


May  10  ION  Lynch  Rd . , Alfred  Brooks 

(nests  under  eaves  on  outside  west  wall  of  red  barn) 

May  28  N  Water  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred  Brooks 
June  10  nest  empty  (11*  up  in  thornapple  tree) 

May  11  Water  Wells  Rd. ,  Alfred  Brooks 

June  8  nest  being  built I  (h) 

June  28  N  female  incubating 
July  3  NY  being  fed. 

22  Y0 

May  23  N3E  ¥*ter  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred  Brooks 
31  N7E  (nesting  box  in  larch  field) 

June  15  N2E5Y 

2$  Y0  two  eggs  unhatched 
May  23  N2E  Wate'r  Wells  Rd., Alfred  Brooks 
30  N6E  (nest  box  4.5*  up  on  apple  tree) 

June  15  N5Y 

22  5  young  dead  in  nest 

May  31  N5E  Water  Wells  Rd., Alfred  Brooks 
June  7  N7E  (h)  first  nesting 

15  N5Y 
20  N4Y 

July  2  nest  empty 

July  12  N5E  Water  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred  Brooks 

second  nesting  in  (h)  -  (above  nest  D) 

1  egg  is  considerably  smaller  in  size 
14  nest  destroyed  -  nest  box  on  ground  -  eggs  gone 
July  22  N6E  Water  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred  (h)  -  in  larch  field 

May  31  N  Water  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred 
June  13  NY  nest  5'  up  in  dense  multiflora  rose  bush 
26  nest  abandoned  -  suspect  eatj 
July  12  nest  being  built  -  same  female  as  above  nest 

16  nest  abandoned  -  eggs  on  ground 

July  17  nest  being  built  -  same  female  as  above 

23  N2E 


l-T  A  total  of  20  nests  was  documented;  4  nests  were  destroyed 
by  unknown  predators  (all  4  nests  were  located  in  the 
Brooks'  yard  -  thus  implicating  the  Brooks'  cat). 

A  total  of  8  nests  were  known  to  be  successful;  all 
but  bne  of  these  nests  were  located  in  the  Scotch  Pine 
fields  at  Foster  Lake  and  Foster  Marsh  -  a  total  of  23  your, 
fledged.  8  nests  must  be  listed  as  "outcome  unknoim", 
either  because  the  nest  could  not  be  visited  at  fledging 
time  or  because  the  contents  of  the  nest  could  not  be 
seen.  ; 
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E.  Bluebird 

A 

May 

12 

N2E  Water  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks, Curran 

19 

N5E  (h)  in  field 

31 

N5Y 

July  13  nest  empty 

B 

May 

23 

N5E  Lake  Rd • ,  Alfred 

Brooks, Foster 

June 

3 

N5E  (h)  in  field 

11 

nest  empty 

C 

May 

23 

N4E  Water  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

June 

7 

N4E  (h)  in  field  -  adults  have  abandoned  nest;  same 

pair  are  building  nest  in  another  box. 

D 

May 

28 

N5E  Cooke  Rd., Alfred 

Brooks, Turner 

July 

16 

nest  empty  (h)  in  field 

E 

May 

30 

N  Foster  Marsh,  Alfred  (h) 

Brooks 

F 

June 

10 

N4E  Wnter  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

20 

N4Y  (h) 

29 

Y0 

G 

July 

10 

N4Y  Lake  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks,  Foster 

(h)  -  second  nesting  for  this  pair 

Starling 

May 

13 

N3E  Beaver  Marsh,  Alfred 

Brooks 

31 

N3Y  nest  in  duck  nesting  box 

2'  above  water 

Myrtle  Warbler  A 

May 

22 

N3E  Foster  L.,  Alfred 

Brooks  ettal 

26 

N4E  nest  5*  above  ground  in 

Scotch  Pine 

29 

N4E  female  incubating 

June 

3 

N5E 

7 

N2E2Y  just  hatched 

8- 

■15  N4Y 

16 

N4Y  2  young  flew  out  when  nest  was  being  photo- 

graphed 

18 

nest  intact;  adults  nearby; 

1  egg  in  bottom  of 

nest. 

T"> 

D 

May 

25 

N2E  Foster  L.,  Alfred 

Brooks  et  al 

June 

7 

N2E1Y  nest  5*  above  ground  in  Scotch  Pine 

10 

N3Y  but  1  young  looks  like  a 

Cowbird 

19 

YO  being  fed  nearby 

Baltimore  Oriole 

June 

4 

N  Water  Wells  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

27 

NY  nest  25"  up  in  Cottonwood 

tree 

30 

2Y0 

Purple  Finch 

June 

8 

N3E  Foster  L»,  Alfred 

Brooks 

-July 


9-18  N3E+1  Cowbird  E;  nest  5'  up  in  Scotch  Pine 

26  N3Y 
10  nest  empty 


Savannah  Sparrow  July  10  N4E  Tech  athletic  field,  Alfred  Brooks 

16  N4E  nest  in  slight  depression  in  ground  on  a  path; 
22  nest  empty  -  eggs  disappeared 
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Chipping  Sparrow  A 

May 

25 

B 

June 

10 

C 

June 

13 

15 

Clay-col.  Sparrow 

Jdne 

15 

16- 

-19 

20 

Field  Sparrow  A. A 

June 

8 

B 

June 

12 

17 


N1E  Foster  Marsh,  Alfred  Brooks 

(nest  4§-'  above  ground  in  Scotch  Pine) 

N3E  Foster  L. ,  Alfred  Brooks 

(nest  5'  above  ground  in  Scotch  Fine) 

N3Y  Foster  L. ,  Alfred  Brooks 

nest  intact  -  eggs  disappeared;  nest  Z\'  up  in 

Scotch  Pine. 

N3I  Foster  L.,  Alfred  Brooks, Klingensraith 

N3Y  adults  feeding  young  in  nest  Z\'  up  in 
Scotch  Pine. 

nest  empty  with  adults  excited  nearby 

N3E  Foster  L.  Alfred  Brooks 

nest  under  Scotch  Pine 

N2Y  Foster  L.,  Alfred  Brooks 

nest  empty;  nest  on  ground  under  Scotch  Pine 


Song  Sparrow  A-K  Eleven  nests  were  documented.  Four  nestings  produced  12 

young  Song  Sparrows  and  2  Cowbirds  -  plus  1  young  found 
dead  under  a  nest.  Three  nests  were  failures  because  of 
unknown  predators.  Four  nests  were  in  the  category 
* outcome  unknown',  two  of  which  were  parasitized  by 
Cowbirds. 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

ANNUAL  WATERFOWL  COUNT 

Compiled  by  Marie  Wendling 


The  eighteenth  Annual  Waterfowl  Count  was  conducted  by  the  BOS  in  its 
We stern  New  York  Study  Area,  Region  #1,  as  part  of  the  state-wide  Waterfowl  Count 
under  the  auspices  of  the  New  Y0rk  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  during  the 
period  of  January  15  through  January  23,  the  target  date  being  Sunday,  January 
23.  The  state-wide  count  will  be  published  in  the  April  issue  of  THE  KINGBIRD. 

In  the  following  list  the  capital  letters  in  parenthesis  refer  to  the 
territory  if  the  species  was  observed  in  three  of  less  areas: 

1  (c)  uncommon  (2in  1971) 

1021  (N,0)  way  up  (highest  360  in  1971) 

2084  highest  ever  (1930  in  1968) 

1290  below  average 
19  average  (39  in  1971,  54  in  1967) 

18  (C,E)  fairly  low  (49  in  1967) 

3  (C,0)  tied  for  highest  (1962) 

65  average  (334  in  1967) 


Common  Loon 
Canada  Geese 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Gadwall 
Pintail 

Green-winged  Teal 
American  Widgeon 
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Wood  Duck 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
Scaup,  Lesser 
Scaup,  (Sr.  and  L.) 
Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Old squaw 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Coot 


4'(D,J)  tied  for  highest  (recorded  7  times  only) 
207  average  (328  in  1971) 

1936  third  lowest  (15,196  in  1958) 

3  (not  called  for  separately  in  earlier  reports) 
3773  average  (9066  in  i960) 

6280  third  highest  (7361  in  1962) 

355  average  (1442  in  1971) 

34  lowest  ever  (443  in  1971 ,  5428  in  1958) 

1  (A)  recorded  5  times,  last  time  in  1967 

2  (B,E)  low 

1184  third  lowest  (15,192  in  i960) 

8  (I,J)  average  (45  in  1967) 


Total  individuals:  18,287  (46,200  in  i960) 

Total  species  (including  Lesser  Scaup)  20  (28  in  i960) 

The  weather  on  Sunday,  January  16,  and  on  Saturday,  January  15,  the 
days  on  which  most  observations  were  made,  was  very  cold  with  a  sharp  wind 
blowing,  but  since  it  had  been  uncommonly  mild  for  some  time  before  the  count, 
there  was  less  ice  than  usual  on  Lake  Erie  and  the  Niagara  River.  Inland  ponds 
and  streams  were  frozen,  however.  Lou  Burton  reported  finding  no  waterfowl  at 
all  in  Allegany  County  during  the  count  period.  Some  did  arrive,  however,  two 
days  later.  Steve  Eaton  reported  that  the  Alleghany?-  Reservoir  and  the  lakes  in 
Allegany  State  Park  were  frozen.  Only  the  river  was  open.  In  Batavia  Gail 
Seamans  found  few  ducks,  since  there  too  the  ponds  and  creeks  were  frozen. 


Two  species  were  in  the  highest  number  ever,  Canada  Geese,  Ttfhose 
numbers  will  undoubtedly  continue  to  rise  in  the  Iroquois  and  Tonawanda  refuges 
and  Mallards.  Oldsquaw  were  at  their  lowest  while  Wood  Ducks  and  Green-winged 
Teal  were  at  their  highest.  Not  reported  was  a  surprising  number  of  species  - 
grebes,  scoters,  Ring-necked.  Ducks,  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers.  Most  species 
were  in  average  or  below-average  numbers,  and  the  total  number  of  individuals 
was  the  fourth  lowest  in  18  years. 

The  territories  covered  and  the  names  of  the  party  leaders  are  listed 

below: 


A  -  Lake  Ontario  (Olcott  to  Point  Breeze,  Orleans  Co.)  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold 

Axtell 

B  -  Lake  Ontario  (Fort  Niagara  to  Olcott)  Richard  Brownstein 
C  -  Niagara  River  Gorge  to  Fort  Niagara  -  Mrs.  Alice  Ulrich 
D  -  Niagara  Gorge  to  Niagara- on- the  Lake,  Ont.  -  Kenneth  Balmas 
E  -  Niagara  River  -  Buffalo  to  Goat  Island  -  Harold  Mitchell 
F  -  Niagara  River  -  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  to  the  brink  of  the  Falls  -  Mr,  and  Mrs. 

Lincoln  Crone 

G  -  Grand  Island  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Kraetz 

H  -  Lake  Erie  -  Buffalo  to  Silver  Creek  -  Robert  Andrle 

I  -  Lake  Erie  -  Silver  Creek  to  the  Penna.  State  Line'  -  Frances  Rew 
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J  -  Jamestown  area  -  Douglas  Carlson 

K  -  Alleghany  River  -  Dr,  Stephen  Eaton 

L  -  Allegany  County  -  Lou  Burton 

M  -  Batavia  and  vicinity  -  Gail  Seamans 

N  -  Oak  Orchard  GMA  and  Game  Farm  -  John  Morse 

0  -  Iroquois  Wildlife  Refuge  -  John  Morse 

P  -  Amherst  and  Clarence  -  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling 

Q  -  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo  -  Harold  Mitchell 

If  the  reader  is  interested  in  further  comparisons  with  past  Wild¬ 
fowl  Counts,  he  may  refer  to  THE  PROTHONOTARY,  Vol.  31  No,  2  (February,  1965) 
for  a  summary  of  the  first  ten  years,  1955-1964,  and  to  Vol.  37,  No,  2  (February 
1971)  for  the  years,  1965-1971. 


87  Garrison  Road,  Williamsville ,  14221 


Field  Trip  to  Allegany  County,  January  29,  1972 

by  Harold  D,  Mitchell 

This  was  a  joint  trip  with  the  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  held  on  a 
very  cold  and  windy  day  but  fair  with  good  visibility.  Our  nine  members  met 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Lou  Burton  and  Vivian  Pitzrick  near  the  Cattaraugus- Allegany  County 
line  on  the  Centerville  road  a  short  distance  east  of  the  village  of  Freedom, 

We  had  already  spied  a  flock  of  Meadowlarks,  Snow  Buntings  and  Horned  Larks,  and 
our  first  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  beginning  to  show  up.  In  a  little  over  an 
hour  we  saw  at  least  16,  and  I  believe  that  there  were  actually  17  of  these  birds 
in  all  color  phases  of  plumage,  some  hovering,  some  flying;  one  caught  a  mouse. 

Lou  Burton  said  that  these  Rough-legs,  as  well  as  a  few  Red-tails,  had  been  in  the 
area  about  a  month,  and  he  saw  12  in  the  same  area  on  February  27,  so  that  they 
were  apparently  not  migrating,  but  possibly  moving  from  a  roost  to  spread  over 
the  mice-infested  fields.  Redpolls,  Sparrow  Hawks,  Kinglets,  Cooper's  Hawk, 
Kingfisher  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  seen  on  our  way  to  Fillmore,  where  we  saw 
about  70  more  grosbeaks,  plus  more  Redpolls,  Pine  Siskins  and  many  Cardinals  at 
the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evar  Swanson,  who  opened  their  home  to  us. 

Near  Fillmore  we  saw  the  first  wintering  Ovenbird  which  has  come  to 
our  attention  at  the  home  of  Helen  Morse,  It  lives  in  her  garage  and  feeds 
mostly  on  subt  .  We  were  also  invited  into  the  Morse  home ,  and  saw  several 
White-throated.  Sparrows,  a  Towhee  and  two  White-winged  Crossbills  nearby.  Lou 
Burton  surely  knows  his  territory  and  is  a  fine  leader.  We  were  getting 
hungry  so  Lou  suggested  that  we  eat  lunch  in  our  cars  itfhile  watching  the  suet 
feeder  at  Harland  Hale’s  near  Caneadea,  and  I  had  hardly  taken  a  bite  before  a 
beautiful  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  visited  the  feeder! 
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After  lunch  we  were  invited  into  the  Burton  home  in  Belmont,  where 
we  saw  many  Mourning  Doves,  Chickadees,  Goldfinches,  mere  Redpolls  and  Siskins, 
a  Song  Sparroitf  and  several  Cardinals,  one  of  which  was  most  unusual.  From  the 
center  of  its  breast  along  the  left  side  it  had  brown  female  plumage  while  the 
right  side  the  plumage  was  that  of  a  bright  red  male. 

We  are  very  much  indebted  to  the  Burtons  for  leading  such  a  well- 
arranged  and  rewarding  bird  trip. 

238  West  Royal  Parkway, Williamsvi lie , N.Y.  14221 


NOTES 

RESEARCH  CRAFT  NAMED  IN  HONOR  OF  EDWARD  L.  SEEBER 

The  Society  has  been  advised  by  Dr.  Robert  A.  Sweeney,  Director  of 
The  Great  Lakes  Lab  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo,  that  its  new 
1?  foot  research  vessel  has  been  named  in  honor  of  Edward  L.  Seeber,  President 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  who  died  on  January  18th.  He  had  been  an 
Associate  Professor  of  Biology  at  Buffalo  State,  as  well  as  an  instructor  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

"Since  the  craft  will  be  employed  in  near-shore  studies  along  the 
Great  Lakes,  we  thought  that  it  was  fitting  to  name  the  boat  after  Ed  who 
contributed  to  our  understanding  of  local  gulls,  ducks  and  other  shore  birds," 
said  Dr.  Sweeney. 

The  $6,000  craft  will  initially  be  employed  in  the  Lab*s  Inter¬ 
national  Field  Year  on  the  Great  Lakes  activities  in  Rochester#  Next  year  the 
boat  most  likely  will  be  in  use  in  Lake  Erie, 


The  annual  Allegany  Nature  Pilgrimage  will  be  held  on  the  weekend  of 
June  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  in. 1972  and  all  members  of  the  B.O.S.  are  invited  to 
participate  in  this  worthwhile  event  at  the  Allegany  State  Park.  For  further 
details,  write: 

Mrs.  Nina  Bates 
6  Broadhead  Avenue 
Jamestown,  N.Y.,  14701 


Kirtland*s  Warbler:  An  Endangered  Species? 

B.O.S.  member  Heather  Thorpe,  now  residing  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 
has  sent  a  copy  of  The  Ann  Arbor  Mews  of  February  6th,  1972  to  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell 


-33- 


Vol.  38,  No.  2  "Kirtland's  Warbler,  etc."  cont. 

with  a  disturbing  news  article  concerning  the  breeding  population  of  the 
Kirtland's  Warbler  (Dendroica  kirtlandii)  in  the  north  central  lower  peninsula 
of  that  state, 

A  census  of  nesting  birds  conducted  during  the  summer  of  1971  revealed 
a  60  per  cent  decline  in  population  since  the  last  census  ten  years  ago.  At  that 
time,  in  1961,  an  intensive  survey  was  made  from  Ogemaw  County  north  of  Presque 
Isle  County  and  from  Lake  Huron  west  to  Kalkaska  County  in  which  1000  of  the 
warblers  were  counted.  Ten  years  later,  despite  improved  management  techniques, 
the  census  revealed  only  400  birds  confined  to  27  sections  of  Crawford,  Iosco, 
Montmorency,  Ogemaw,  Oscoda  and  Otsego  Counties.  A  decade  ago  they  occupied  86 
square  mile  sections.  The  cause  of  the  decline  is  attributed  to  several  factors 
including  cowbird  predation,  use  of  lethal  insecticides,  destruction  of  choice 
habitat  by  cottage  builders  and  shrinking  areas  of  jackpines  (Pinus  banksiana ) , 

8  to  20  years  old  and  6  to  8  feet  in  size  preferred  as  nesting  sites  by  the  birds. 

Remedial  measures  have  been  initiated  including  increasing  the  acreage 
protected  for  the  nesting  birds  by  the  United  States  Forest  Service  and  the  State 
of  Michigan  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  use  of  controlled  fires  to  clear 
areas  for  reseeding  to  perpetuate  the  habitat.  The  Michigan  Audubon  Society  has 
initiated  its  own  study  of  the  problem  with  the  assistance  of  several  outstanding 
ornithologists  in  the  state  and  will  sponsor  a  program  during  the  coming  nesting 
season  for  the  removal  of  ccwbird  eggs  from  the  nests.  A  minimum  of  $3500  is 
needed  before  the  1972  nesting  ~^ason  and  contributions  should  be  made  to  the 
Michigan  Audubon  Society,  Kirtland's  Warbler  Fund,  7000  N,  Westnedge  Avenue, 
Kalamazoo,  49001,  Michigan. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8i:00  p.m.  in  the 
Society's  Club  Room  as  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 


March 


April 


April 


22  Richard  Brownstein:  Identification  and  relationships  of  some 
uncommon  gulls  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region 

Final  vote  on  amendments  to  Constitution 

12  Robert  A.  Sundell,  Biology  Dept.,  Jamestown  Community  College: 
Illustrated  talk  on  experiences  during  a  biological  survey  of 
the  Central  Pacific  Ccean, 

26  Dr.  Douglas  A.  Lancaster,  Assistant  Director,  Cornell  University 
Laboratory  of  Ornithology:  Egrets  and  Tinamous:  A  Contrast  in 
Mating  Systems  (Illustrated).  Report  on  April  Bird  Count. 
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March 


April 


26  Oak  Orchard  area  for  migrating  waterfowl  and  other  birds. 

Paul  Benham,  leader;  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  University  Plaza 
(telephone:  877-5203) 

9  April  Bird  Count;  Gail  Seamans,  East  Pembroke,  N.Y.,  leader; 
Tel.  762-9212  for  assignment  of  territory. 

30  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Hawk  Flight  and  early  passerine 
migrants.  Richard  Brownstein,  leader  (Tel.  856-5677).  Meet 
in  front  of  Buffalo  City  Hall,  6:00  A.M. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd,, 
Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226, 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone,  838 

Union  Rd.,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  A.valabie  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-72 57. 
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.IMPORTANT  HOT  ICE 

For  the  benefit  of  new  members  of  the  Society  %hd  to 
refresh  the  recollection  of  other  observers,  the  following  summary 
sets  forth  the  proper  procedures  for  compiling  and  submitting  records 
of  bird  observations  for  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S.  and  gives 
the  sources  for  various  published  materials  of  the  Society  pertaining 
to  records.  It  is  hoped  this  note  will  be  kept  on  hand  by  observers 
as  a  reminder  and  ready  reference.  Procedures  contained  herein  are 
designed  for  efficiency,  and  adherence  to  them  by  observers  will  not 
only  enhance  the  value  of  the  Society's  permanent  records  but  also 
greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  the  statisticians  and  compilers. 

1.  Please  mail  records  for  each  calendar  month  not  later 
than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Road,  Eggertsville ,  New  York  14226. 

2.  Records  should  be  submitted  on  8  V  x  11"  paper, 
regardless  of  the  number  of  records  submitted.  Experience  has  shown 
that  smaller  sheets  can  easily  be  lost  or  misfiled  and  larger  sheets 
are  cumbersome for  our  files.  Records  should  not  be  incorporated  in 
personal  letters  or  on  the  same  sheet  with  "verification  write-ups" 
described  below. 


3.  Observers  submitting  records  should  compile  their  ob¬ 
servations  in  the  sequence  used  in  the  A.O.U.  Check-list  of  North 
American  Birds  (fifth  edition);  this  sequence  is  also  used  in  the 
Society's  Field  Check  List  and  Date  Guide.  Records  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  in  the  same  form  as  "Noteworthy  Records"  are  presented  in  The 
Prothonotary .  Failure  of  some  observers  to  comply  with  these  re¬ 
quests  adds  many  hours  of  tedious  work  for  persons  wishing  to  re¬ 
trieve  data  from  our  files  as  well  as  for  the  compilers  in  their 
preparation  of  the  list  of  potential  "Noteworthy  Records"  for  The 
Prothonotary.  Reports  of  observations  at  feeding  stations  should  be 
indicated  by  the  letter  "f"  following  the  locality. 

4.  The  value  of  the  permanent  records  will  be  increased 
if  observers  try  to  be  specific  in  citing  locations  of  observations 
reported.  This  is  important  both  for  inclusion  in  The  Prothonotary 
and  for  future  ornithological  reference.  Among  some  types  of  locality 
bases  that  are  preferable  for  more  precise  reporting  of  an  observation 
are: 

(a)  an  urban  center  that  is  named  on  official  (road,  county, 

USGS  Topographic,  etc.)  maps; 

(b)  a  road  named  on  official  maps,  plus  the  township  name; 

(c)  a  natural  feature  named  on  official  maps,  such  as  a 
stream,  island,  hill,  lake,  or  shore  point;  and 

(d)  an  area  with  a  cultural  (man-made)  boundary  that  is 
named  on  official  maps,  such  as  a  park,  wildlife  refuge, 
county  or  state  forest,  etc. 

Each  report  (and  especially  those  concerning  species,  dates  and/or 
places  of  particular  significance)  should  specify  as  closely  as 
possible  the  exact  place  of  observation,  and  where  feasible,  its  dis¬ 
tance  from  a  known,  permanent  location  such  as  those  mentioned  above. 
For  example:  2  miles  SW  of  Akron;  Navy  Island;  Eden  (village);  Hickox 
Rd. ,  Town  of  Hamburg;  McCarty  Hill;  3.5  miles  E.  of  Otto;  etc.  Use 
of  a  road  name  to  cite  an  observation  is  less  preferable  than 
employing  some  other  reference  because  road  names  occasionally  change 


and  sometimes  differ  on  various  maps.  If  the  name  of  a  lengthy  road 
is  cited,  it  is  better  to  use  some  additional  reference  point.  The 
coordinate  system  on  the  B.O.S.  territory  maps  may  be  used  to  ad¬ 
vantage,  especially  when  an  observation  cannot  be  easily  oriented  to 
an  officially-named  feature. 

Examples  of  citations  that  are  of  little  or  no  value  for 
one  observation  and  that  should  be  avoided  are:  Canadian  shore  of 
Lake  Erie;  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk;  Ontario  Plain.  A  reference  that  cites 
two  distinct  and  widely  separated  localities  for  several  individuals 
of  the  same  species  is  also  of  little  value,  e.g.,  "40  Whistling  Swans 

Chautauqua  and  Cassadaga  Lakes". 

5.  A  "verification  write-up"  as  described  below  under 
paragraph  "6",  should  accorrpany  all  records  submitted  in  the  following 
cases : 

(a)  where  a  species  is  not  listed  in  the  Date  Guide  or  its 
supplement ; 

(b)  where  a  species  is  listed  in  the  Date  Guide  or  its 
supplement,  but  no  dates  or  words  appear  opposite 
the  listing  of  the  species;  and 

(c)  where  a  species  is  listed  in  the  Date  Guide  or  its 
supplement  and  the  date  and/or  place  of  the  observation 
falls  outside  the  dates  and/or  areas  shown.  (if  the 
words  "All  Year"  follow  the  name  of  a  species,  no 
"verification  write-up"  is  required  unless  otherwise  noted. ) 

6.  Records  of  observations  requiring  "verification  write¬ 
ups"  as  specified  above  should  be  accompanied  by  a  written  report, 
preferably  on  the  "Verification  Form  for  Unusual  Records"  used  by  the 
Society  for  a  number  of  years  and  available  from  the  Statisticians  and 
B.O.S.  Librarian.  If  this  form  is  not  used,  the  write-up  should  con¬ 
tain  all  data  requested  on  the  form  as  set  forth  on  pages  22  and  23  of 
the  Date  Guide  to  make  certain  no  essential  data  are  inadvertently 
omitted.  To  be  compatible  with  our  filing  system,  "verification 
write-ups"  should  not  include  more  than  one  species  on  the  same  sheet 
and  should  not  be  submitted  on  the  same  sheet  with  other  records  for 
the  month.  ("Verification  write-ups"  are  filed  by  species  while 
monthly  records  of  observations  are  filed  by  the  observer's  name.) 

7.  Copies  of  the  Date  Guide  are  available  at  50C  per  copy 
from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone,  838  Union  Rd. ,  West  Seneca, 
New  York  14224  or  from  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Copies  of  the 
B.O.S.  Field  Check  List  are  available  to  members  at  no  cost  from  Arthu 
Clark  at  the  Museum.  Copies  of  the  Date  Guide  supplement,  entitled 
Changes  and  Additions,  October  1970,  and  consisting  of  a  single 
mimeographed  sheet  to  be  pasted  inside  the  back  cover  of  the  Date  Guid 
are  available  at  no  cost  from  the  Treasurer.  All  copies  of  the  Date 
Guide  currently  being  distributed  contain  this  supplement.  Changes 
for  any  species  contained  in  this  supplement  supersede  data  for  the 
same  species  in  the  Date  Guide. 


3/10/72 


R.  F.  Andrle 
W.  C.  Vaughan 
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THE  MONTH 

The  belated  winter  arrived  in  February.  With  the  late  formation  of  the 
ice  bridge  below  Niagara  Falls,  the  large  numbers  of  Herring  and  ’’white-winged" 
gulls  departed;  there  was  even  a  paucity  of  gulls  around  the  usually  productive 
Squaw  Island  garbage  dump  due  in  part,  no  doubt,  to  the  improved  fill  operations 
being  employed  by  the  City  of  Buffalo  at  this  site. 

Northern  raptors  were  reported  in  good  numbers  from  all  over  the  study 
area.  Rough- legged  Hawks  were  common  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain  and  unusually 
so  in  the  Sounthern  Tier  Counties.  Snowy  Owls  continued  to  be  observed  throughout 
the  area.  Winter  finches  remained  in  the  region  all  month;  Pine  Grosbeaks  were 
reported  in  relatively  high  numbers. 

Paul  M.  Benham,  112  Linden  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  jrear. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 


-36- 


Vol,  38,  Wo.  3  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


* Red-necked  Grebe 

Feb. 

22F , 26 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Horned  Grebe 

VI 

12 

3  Jamestown 

Sundell  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

ft 

12 

1  Fillmore 

Burtons 

It 

27 

2  Falconer 

Sundell 

Great  Blue  Heron 

II 

8 

1  Clarks  Corners  (Chaut.Co.)  Sundell,Moe 

It 

8-27 

1-2  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

II 

10 

1  Clarks  Corners 

Beal 

II 

27 

1  Caneadea 

Burtons 

Whistling  Swan 

II 

29F 

3  Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Canada  Goose 

II 

1,11  1635,300  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Gadwall 

IV 

11 

14  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Hess 

Pintail 

•1 

6 

3  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Me  Kales 

II 

12 

1  Frewsburg 

Sundell  et  al 

Green-w.  Teal 

Feb. 

1 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Emersons 

Feb. 

T 

1  Forest  Lawn  C©m,,Bflo, 

Me  Kales 

American  Widgeon 

IV 

12 

1  Frewsburg 

Sundell  et  al 

* Shove ler 

Feb. 

16  F 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Emersons 

Wood  Duck 

i» 

1-29 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

VI 

8,9,18 

1  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

91 

12 

1  Chadakoin  R. , Jamestown 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

17 

1  Jamestown 

Elder kin 

Redhead 

II 

12 

12  Celeron 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

18 

12  Celoron 

Beal 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

6 

2  Fort  Erie  Marsh , Ont • 

Me  Kales 

Wooded  Merganser 

II 

1-29 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

II 

8,18 

1,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

22 

1  Scio 

Burtons 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

II 

6,13,26 

1,1,2  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

9 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

VI 

12 

1  Jamestwon 

Sundrell  et  al 

It 

14 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

26 

1  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

It 

8 

14  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

21 

16  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

Red- should.  Hawk 

Feb. 

1 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Feb. 

17 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Zehr 

II 

27 

1  Stockton  Twp. 

Me Kales 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

II 

2-27 

5-38  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

12,27 

6,10  Centerville 

Burtons 

II 

27 

7  RidgeWay,  Ont. 

Zehr  et  al 

(maximum  counts  for  BOS  area  for  month) 
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Marsh  Hawk 

Feb. 

1,9,20 

2,1,2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

It 

2-27 

-.1-4  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

If 

3 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tl 

5 

1  Sherkston,0nt. 

Axtells , Kraetzes 

It 

15 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ft. 

Erie, Ont.  Axtells 

It 

16 

1 

,  -  1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Hess 

It 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Sparrow  Hawk 

If 

21 

14  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

Turkey 

II 

2,29 

1,9  Elm  Valley 

Brooks 

II 

17 

20  Ward  Twp. 

Burtons 

II 

23,25 

15,16  Great  Valley 

Grzybowski 

II 

23,29 

6,4  Ellicottville 

Gryybowski 

If 

25,29 

5  Franklinville 

Grzybowski 

American  Coot 

II 

1 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo. 

Emersons 

II 

6 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

McKales 

It 

12 

1  Celoron 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

17 

44  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

II 

18 

4  Celoron 

Beal 

Killdeer 

II 

8F 

2  Clarks  Corners 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

9 

1  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

II 

29 

3  Ransomville 

Thill 

Common  Snipe 

Feb. 

8 

1  Clarks  Corners 

Sundell  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

If 

,  1 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Emersons 

If 

2 

4  Niagara  River  (various 

places)  Axtells 

Iceland  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 

II 

2 

„  :  ■ 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Axtells 

(L.g.  kumlieni) 

If 

’  24 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle ,  Byron 

Mourning  Dove 

If 

1-29 

30-50  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

If 

5 

56  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

26 

85  Acacia  Pk.Cem. , Pendleton  McKales 

Snowy  Cwl 

II 

1 

1  Conewango 

Elder kin 

II 

2-26,27 

1-3,7  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

•• 

10 

1  east  of  Buffalo  Airport  Mitchell  et  al 

If 

18 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Hess 

Barred  Owl 

•1 

29 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Short-eared  Cwl 

II 

2 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

2 

4  Grand  Island 

Emersons 

II 

6,12,21 

2,1,3  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

12 

30  Alden 

Wolfling 

If 

16 

12  Wilson 

Hess 

Saw-whet  Owl 

M 

4 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

n 

.6,11 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

Ont,  Axtells 

Kingfisher 

It 

1-29 

2-4  Belmont  to  Scio 

Burtons 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker 

,  «» 

1-29 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

0nt,(f)  Axtells 

It 

1-29 

1-2  Eggertsville  (f) 

McKales 

II 

10 

1  Clarks  Corners 

Beal 

Pileated  Woodpecker  " 

1  10 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 
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Red-bell.  Wdpkr. 

Feb. 

1-29 

1-2  Iroquois  NWR  (f) 

Morse  et  al 

fl 

1-10 

2  Batavia  (f) 

Masons 

fl 

25 

1,1  Alabama  &  Iroquois  NWR  A,  Me Kale  et  al 

: Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

tl 

8 

1  Clarks  Corners  (f) 

Sundell,Moe 

II 

10 

1  Clarks  Corners 

Beal 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  " 

2 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Elderkin 

ft 

29 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

(f)  Axtells 

H0rned  Lark 

(E.a.  alpestris) 

II 

2 

1  Frewsburg  Twp. 

Elderkin 

II 

2? 

1  Stockton  Twp. 

McKales 

Horned  Lark 

(E.a.  praticola) 

It 

22,26 

18,25  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

2? 

.25  Hume  'Twp. 

Burtons 

27 

25  Alfred 

Klingen smith 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-10 

4  Batavia  ( f ) 

Masons 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

If 

1-29 

1  Lyndonville  (f) 

Smiths 

If 

1,27,29 

4,2,2  Alfred 

Brooks 

If 

19 

6  west  of  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

ft 

21 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

II 

29 

3  Allegany  State  Park 

(f)  Axtells 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

1 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Hess 

II 

13 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Schaefer 

If 

24 

1  Jamestwon 

Sundell 

It 

29 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

Mockingbird 

ft 

6-18 

1-2  Olean 

Grzybowski 

tl 

19-29 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie, Ont.  Axtells 

Brown  Thrasher 

tl 

6,7 

1  Ro se  Hill  Rd , , Ft . Erie , Ont .(f)  Axfcells 

If 

19 

1  Snyder  (f) 

Mitchell , Amr strong 

ft 

26 

1  Acacia  Pk.Cem, , Pendleton  McKales 

Robin 

II 

12 

8  North  Tonawanda 

Hess 

ft 

12 

8  Stillwater 

Sunde 11 , Cr ande 11 

If 

17  ! 

11  Derby 

Bourne 

II 

*  25 

23  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

II 

26 

12  Acacia  Pk.Cem, , Pendleton  McKales 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Feb. 

1.15 

1,1  Iroauois  NWR 

Olsens 

Cedar  Waxwing 

If 

2 

100  Cuba 

Burtons 

ft 

23 

125  Burge son  Sanct ., Frewsburg  Beal 

II 

26 

I85  Acacia  Pk.Cem. , Pendleton  McKales 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

1-19 

3-1  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie, Ont.  Axtells 

II 

5-26 

1  Lyndonville  area 

Smiths 

II 

12 

1  Ellery  Center 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Beebe 

ft 

18 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

24 

1  Youngstown 

Thill 

II 

25 

1  Ellicottville 

Grzybowski 

Meadowlark 

1 

ft 

2 

3  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

If 

3 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

5 

2  Sherkston,0nt . 

Axte  11  s ,  Kr  ae  tz  e  s 

If 

21 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

It 

25 

3  East  Shelby 

A, Me Kale  et  al 
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Red-w.  Blackbird 

Feb. 

5 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ft. Erie 

,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

(f 

16 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

ft 

16,25 

1,1  Hamburg  &  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

5 

2  Dunnville , Ont . 

Axtells , Kraetzes 

II 

6 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh,Bflo. 

Andrles 

II 

11 

■’  2  Dunnville ,  Ont  • 

Hess 

II 

16 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

11 

26 

1  Acacia  Pk.Cem, ,Pemdleton  Me Kales 

Common  Grackle 

,11 

1-29 

2  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ft. Erie 

,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

•  1 

16 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

Brown-h,  Cowbird 

•  I 

1-29 

4-8  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

If 

1-29 

1-2  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft., Erie 

,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

It 

5 

<  80  Dunnville , Ont . 

Axtells , Kraetzes 

II 

6 

2  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

II 

7 

1  Eggertsville  (f) 

McKales 

Cardinal 

II 

1-29 

52  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

0nt.(f)  Axtells 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

1-29 

30-70  Hamburg -(f) 

Andrles 

II 

1-29 

33-45  Ro  se  Hill  Rd . , Ft . Erie , 

Ont.  (f)  Axtells 

It 

1-29 

I5-6O  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

11,20,2?  50,30,30  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

11 

5-29 

4-50  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

(many  reports  j 

of  fewer  individuals) 

Purple  Finch 

It 

1,21,22  r. 

0  28,7,4  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

12 

30  Burgeson  Sanct . , Frewsburg  Sundell  et  al 

II 

19 

5  Alden  (f) 

Wolfling 

II 

23 

75  Burgeson  Sanct. , Frewsburg  Beal 

House  Finch 

11 

1-29 

12  Eggertsville  (f) 

Ward 

Pine  Grosbeak 

11 

2,3 

4,7  Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

5 

21  Red  Bird  (Chaut.Co.) 

Carlson 

It 

19 

3  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

II 

26 

7  Batavia 

Masons 

II 

26 

5  Acacia  Pk.Cem. , Pendleton  McKales 

It 

27 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

11 

27 

7  Frewsburg 

Sundell 

*Hoary  Redpoll 

It 

17,29 

2,1  B^iss  Rd.,0akfield 

Beebe 

It 

17 

2  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

Common  Redpoll 

II  - 

2 

200  Black  Creek 

Burtons 

II 

5 

100  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

6,26 

600,800  Fredonia  area 

Carlson 

II 

17,29 

500,100  Bliss  Rd.,  Oakfield 

Beebe 

(maximum  counts  reported  for  month) 

Pine  Siskin 

II 

1-29 

20-30  Hamburg  (f) 

'Andrles 

II 

1-29 

10-4  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-27 

1-25  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

It 

2-29 

1-5  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

11 

2«16 

1-4  Jamestown  (f) 

Elder kin 

II 

3,9-10 

20,4  Batavia  (f) 

Masons 

II 

8,21 

1,10  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

17-29 

3  Rose  Hill  Rd . , Ft . Erie , 

0nt.(f)  Axtells 

11 

17,26 

2,1  Olean 

Grzybowski 
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merican  Goldfinch  Feb, 

1-29 

25-10  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Red  Crossbill 

7  r 

2  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

II 

21 

5  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-w.  Crossbill  " 

2 

‘  6  Allegany  State  Park 

Elderkin 

II 

2 

15  Youngstown  Cem, 

Emersons 

II 

9 

7  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne , Towle 

II 

24 

6  Jamestown  (f) 

Sundell , Kibler 

Rufous-s.  Towhee  " 

27 

1  Emery  Park  (f) 

Axtells 

: Savannah  Sparrow  Feb, 

27 

1  Silver  Creek  (f) 

McKales, Welchs 

Field  Sparrow 

8,16 

1,1  Allegany  State  Park  (f)  Elderkin 

II 

10 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

:Harris*  Sparrow  " 

14-29 

•1  Rose  Hill  Rd,, Ft. Erie, 

Ont.(f)  Axtells  et 

White-cr.  Sparrow  " 

1-29 

1-5  Rose  Hill  Rd,, Ft. Erie, 

Ont.(f)  Axtells 

It 

2 

IHamburg  ( f ) 

Bourne 

II 

5-29 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

If 

25 

3  Alabama  Twp.  (f) 

A. Me Kale  et  al 

It 

27 

3  Silver  Creek  (f) 

l  ie  Kale  s ,  We  lc  h  s 

White-thr.  Sparrow  " 

1-29 

57  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

Ont.  (f)  Axtells 

II 

1-29 

3-8  Fort  Erie ,  Ont  .(f) 

Somme rville 

If 

1-29 

6  Alden  (f) 

Wolfling 

II 

26  • 

17  Acacia  Pk. Cem. , Pendleton  McKales 

( maximum  counts 

for  month) 

Fox  Sparrow  Feb  • 

1-29 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ft. Erie 

i,0nt,(f)  Axtells 

Song  Sparrow 

1-29 

3-4  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-29 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  (f) 

Somme rville 

If 

1-29 

2  Alden  (f) 

Wolfling 

II 

2,23 

1,1  Rushford  &  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

3 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

6,27 

3,1  Allegany  &  Olean 

Grzybowski 

Lapland  Long spur 

26 

4  Fredonia 

Carlson 

Snow  Bunting 

26 

300  Fredonia 

Carlson 

If 

27 

300  Hume  Twp, 

Burtons 

It 

27 

200  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Species,  subspecies  and 

hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

117 

Additional  Ispecies,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 

5 

Total  for  1972: 

122 

ERRATA 

Vol.  37 »  September,  1971s 

page  119 

Magnolia  Warbler  Aug . 

;;F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

should  read: 

Magnolia  Warbler  Aug, 

11F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 
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Vol.  37,  September,  1971*.  page  120 

Louisiana  Warbler  should  read  Louisiana  Waterthrush 
Vol,  38*  Janauary,  1972:  page  2 


Glossy  Ibis 

Dec. 

28 

1  Genesee  R.  at  Scio 

Dobson 

should  read: 

Glossy  Ibis 

Dec  • 

21 

1  Genesee  R.  at  Scio 

Dobson 

THE  FOLLOWING  RESOLUTION  IN  MEMORY  OF  THE  LATE  EDWARD  L.  SEEBER,  PRESIDENT  AND 
FELLOW  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  WHO  DIED  ON  JANUARY  18th,  1972 
WAS  PASSED  AT  THE  REGULAR  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY  ON  JANUARY  26th,  1972. 


WHEREAS  In  his  appointed  time,  Almighty  God  has  taken  from  our  midst,  Edward  L. 
Seeber ;  and 

WHEREAS  Ed  Seeber  was  a  long  and  devoted  member  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  having  been  accepted  for  Associate  Membership  in  1936,  being 
made  an  active  member  in  1942;  and 

WHEREAS  Ed  Seeber  served  as  a  Fellow  of  this  Society  since  1949;  and 

WHEREAS  Ed  Seeber  ably  helped  to  preserve  and  advance  the  purpose  and  ob¬ 
jectives  of  this  Society  and  served  in  a  number  of  official  capacities 
including  that  of  Society  President  from  1945  to  1946  and  again  from 
1970  to  1971  and  as  incumbent  president  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as 
a  member  of  the  Council  and  as  an  active  member  of  several  committees 
and 

WHEREAS  Ed  Seeber  generously  and  enthusiastically  gave  of  his  professional 
expertise  as  an  or Lithologist  and  biologist  to  acquaint  many  people 
of  Western  New  Y0rk  and  Southern  Ontario  with  the  fascination  and  joy 
of  the  study  of  birds  and  who  was  instrumental  in  inaugerating  many 
research  projects  which  have  increased  the  scientific  knowledge  of 
birds  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region; 

BE  IT  HEREBY  RESOLVED:  That  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  express  its 

deep  appreciation  for  his  many  years  of  service  and 
for  his  continuing  interest  in  the  Society;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED:  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread 

upon  the  minutes  of  the  Society  and  printed 
among  this  Society's  publications;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED:  That  to  his  wife,  Doris,  go  a  copy  of  this 

resolution,  expressing  our  gratitude  to  Ed 
Seeber  for  his  loyalty  and.  service  to  the 
Society. 
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IN  MEMORIAM.:  EDWARD  L.  SEEBER 


Harold  D.  Mitchell 

Our  Society  was  still  very  young  when  Ed  Seeber  became  a  member  in 
1938.  He  subsequently  became  an  active  member  in  1942  and  was  elected  a 
Fellow  in  1949#  He  served  as  Society  President  in  1945-46  and  was  again 
elevated  to  that  high  office  in  1970.  le  was  serving  his  second  consecutive 
term  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  January  18th,  1972.  Ed's  main  ornithological 
interest  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  was  in  the  spring  migration  of  hawks  and 
the  autumn  passage  of  shorebirds.  His  interest  in  these  projects  aroused 
the  enthusiasm  and  cooperation  of  many  of  our  members  and  resulted  in  a 
series  of  fine  research  programs  of  hawk  counts  in  the  spring  and  shore- 
bird  counts  in  late  summer  and  early  fall. 

A  native  of  Buffalo,  Ed  attended  Bennett  High  School  and  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Biology  and  Master  of  Science  Degree  in 
Ornithology  from  Marshall  College  in  West  Virginia.  He  was  an  instructor  of 
biology  at  Ithaca  College  before  returning  to  Buffalo  in  1952  to  accept  a 
teaching  position  at  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo,  then  known  as 
the  Buffalo  State  Teachers  College,  where  he  was  Associate  Professor  of 
Biology  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  addition,  he  also  taught  a  number  of 
adult  courses  in  Ornithology  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  where  he  was 
a  consultant  in  the  establishing  of  the  Children's  Museum. 

Ed  was  a  life  member  of  both  the  American  Ornithologists  Union  and  the 
Wilson  Ornithological  Society.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Cooper  Ornitho¬ 
logical  Society,  The  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs,  the  Buffalo 
Zoological  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  which  he  joined  in  1944 
and  for  which  he  was  an  active  fund  raiser  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Nature  Center  at  the  Beaver  Meadow  Sanctuary.  Ed  was  among  those  who  aided 
me  in  the  final  preparation  of  Birds  Of  The  Niagara  Frontier  Region,  for 
which  I  am  most  grateful.  He  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  The  Prothonotary , 
his  first  effort  being  a  note,  "A  Sight  Record  of  the  Sycamore  Warbler”  in 
1945  and  including  the  scholarly  ’’Analysis  of  our  Shorebird  Counts”  in  the 
December,  1969  issue.  As  a  forerunner  to  his  later  publications  on  this 
subject,  he  wrote  an  article  on  "Hawk  Migration”  for  The  Goshawk,  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society,  in  1949# 

■  *,-.r  1 

Ed  did  formal  research  on  the  effect  of  pesticides  on  terns  under  a 
State  University  of  New  York ‘Foundation  Fellowship  in  1968.  In  June,  1970 
he  was  given  an  oral  citation  at  Allegany  State  Park  as  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  highly  successful  Allegany  Nature  Pilgrimage.  This  annual  "Nature 
Weekend”  started  in  i960  was  under  the  chairmanship  of  Edward  Seeber  during 
its  first  four  years. 

Ed  was  an  ardent  conservationist  and  his  eminence  in  local  efforts  in 
this  regard  was  recognized  shortly  before  his  death,  on  October  27th,  1971, 
when  he  testified  at  the  Federal  Aviation  Agency  in  Alexandria,  Virginia  on 
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the  impact  of  the  proposed  jetport  site  in  the  Alden-Newstead  area.  In  spite 
of  the  debilitating  effects  of  the  illness  which  was  to  prove  fatal,  he 
gave  an  excellent  talk  and  convincingly  argiled  that  the  proximity  of  the  State 
and  Federal  Wildlife  Refuges  in  the  nearby'  Oak  Orchard  area  would  jbose  a 
navigation  hazard  of  major  proportions  to  aircraft.  I  was  privileged  to 
hear  this  talk  as  were  several  representatives  of  New  York  State  and  Federal 
Government  officials  interested  in  bird  -  aircraft  collision  dangers  as  a 
factor  in  selecting  a  site  for  this  jetport. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  fitting  to  recall  the  many  field  trips  Ed  led  for 
both  the  B.O.S,  and  the  Audubon  Society  over  the  years  including  a  memorable 
one  to  West  Virginia  in  search  of  the  Swainson*s  Warbler.  Many  of  our  most 
active  birders  today  were  his  pupils  and  learned  their  field  identification 
on  these  trips.  His  ability  to  improvise  came  in  good  stead  during  the  1970 
meeting  of  the  American  Ornithologists  Union  in  Buffalo  where  he  was  most 
helpful  in  resolving  problems  which  came  up  over  spur  of  the  moment  situations, 
A  fine  teacher  well  liked  by  his  pupils,  he  will  be  sorely  missed  by  them  and 
a  host  of  friends  and  associates, 

238  West  Royal  Parkway,  Williamsville ,  N.Y.  14221 


IN  MEMORIAM:  ARTHUR  F.  FREITAG  D.  D.  S. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

Doctor  Arthur  F.  Freitag,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  since  1955 »  died  of  an  apparent  heart  attack  in  his  home  on  December 
26th,  1971 •  At  the  time  of  his  unexpected  death,  he  had  recently  completed 
a  three  year  period  of  service  on  the  Society's  Council  and  was  actively 
assisting  in  the  circulation  of  The  Prothonotary  by  assuming  responsibility 
for  mailing  the  monthly  issue  to  the  subscribers.  Prior  to  1970  he  also 
undertook  the  actual  collating  and  stapling  of  the  pages  of  each  copy  before 
mailing . 

Arthur  Freitag  was  born  in  Buffalo  on  October  28th,  1906  and  educated 
at  Public  School  No,  8,  hasten  Park  High  School  and  the  University  of 
Buffalo  in  this  city.  He  graduated  from  the  ‘  School  of  Denistry  at  the 
University  in  1930  and  after  an  internship  at  the  E.  J.  Meyer  Memorial  Hospital 
w-ert  into  private  practice  on  Jefferson  Avenue  in  the  Cold  Spring  section 
of  Buffalo  where  his  father,  Ferdinand  Freitag,  was  also  a  practicing 
dentist  for  many  years.  In  1940,  Art  relocated  his  office  in  his  home  at 
1000  Kensington  Avenue  where  he  was  active  in  the  practice  of  denistry  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  A  bachelor,  he  lived  alone  at  the  Kensington  Avenue  address 
following  the  death  of  his  widowed  mother  who  made  her  home  with  him. 

Art's  active  interest  in  bird  study  dates  to  a  period  of  recuperation 
after  a  serious  illness  some  twenty  years  ago  when  he  was  forced  into 


-44- 


Vol.  38,  No,  3  "In  Memoriam"  cont. 


inactivity.  He  renewed  a  childhood  interest  in  nature  and  became  a  member  of 
Mable  James*  study  group  at  the  Buffalo  Museum -of  Science,  Shortly  there¬ 
after  he  enrolled  in  a  bird  study  class  for  adults  at  the  Museum  where, 
under  the  capable  tutelage  of  Alice  Ulrich, he  developed  the  skill  in  bird 
identification  which  led  to  an  interest  in  these  creatures  which  never 
flagged  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Following  his  acceptance  as  an  associate 
member  of  the  B.O.S.  he  faithfully  carried  out  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  such  membership  and  regularly  recorded  and  reported  bird  observations  to 
the  Society's  compiler.  Many  first  and  last  sightings  of  migrant  species, 
in  their  annual  passage  through  our  study  area,  recorded  in  these  pages 
bear  his  name  as  observer.  This  itfriter  recalls  that  during  his  tenure  as 
compiler,  Art  regularly  submitted  records  of  his  bird  observations  at 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  and  along  the  waterfront  in  Buffalo,  in  the  Oak 
Orchard  Swamp  area,  Grand  Island  and  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  In¬ 
variably,  the  sightings  were  on  Thursday,  his  regular  day  off  and  on 
Sunday  and  it  was  a  rare  occasion  when  these  twice  weekly  birding  trips  were 
missed.  So  infectious  was  his  enthusiasm  that  Dr.  Henry  Freitag,  a  brother 
and  Richard  Freitag,  his  nephew,  who  often  accompanied  him,  became 
accomplished  observers  in  their  own  right  and  subsequently  both  joined  the 
B.O.S.  In  later  years,  Henry  Freitag  was  Art's  field  companion  on  day 
long  Thursday  jaunts  as  both  men  had  their  dental  practices  in  close  prox¬ 
imity  in  the  Kensington  area  of  Buffalo. 

Art  was  elevated  to  active  membership  in  the  Society  in  1958  and 
belated  recognition  of  his  unsung  labors,  briefly  alluded  to  in  the  open¬ 
ing  paragraph  of  this  obituary,  came  at  the  Society's  fortieth  anniversay 
dinner  at  the  Museum  of  Science  in  November,  1969  when  he  was  made  a 
Citation  Member. 

Although  a  shy  man  in  his  relationship  with  his  fellow  birders, 

Arthur  Freitag  exemplified  the  best  tradition  of  service  and  personal  in¬ 
tegrity  that  every  member  of  this  Society  should  aspire  to.  Indeed  we  must 
have  others  of  his  kind  if  the  Society  is  to  survive  and  continue  to  perform 
a  useful  function  in  contributing  to  the  knowledge  and  preservation  of  our 
bird  fauna, 

36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y,  14217 


NOTES 

AN  UNUSUAL  EVENING  GROSBEAK 

On  February  6th  a  most  unusual  colored  Evening  Grosbeak  appeared  at  our 
feeder  along  with  the  regular  birds  of  this  species.  This  bird  was  very  con¬ 
spicuous  because  it  was  almost  entirely  bright  yellow.  There  was  white  on  the 
back  as  is  diagnostic  for  the  male  grosbeak  but  the  black  along  the  sides  was 
very  narrow  -  about  l/3  or  l/4  as  wide  as  is  normal.  Except  for  about  an  inch 
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or  so  of  black  at  the  end  of  its  tail,  the  rest  of  the  bird  was  a  brilliant 
yelloitf.  There  were  a  few  small  scattered  dark  spots  on  its  yellow  breast.  We 
have  not  seen  it  since  Feb,  6th  When  it  was  at  our  feeder  for  about  20  minutes. 

4  grosbeak  answering  this  description  was  reported  during  the  same 
time  of  month  at  feeders  in  Busti,  Lakewood,  Fluvanna  and  two  or  three  places 
in  Jamestown.  ' 


Flora  .J ,  Elderkin,  15  Crown  Street 

Jamestown,  N.Y.  14701 


FIELD  ORNITHOLOGY  AT  CORNELL 

A  four-hour  credit  course  and  two  field  seminars  in  ornithology  will 
be  offered  by  Cornell  University  this  summer.  The  summer  credit  course  is  the 
first  to  be  given  in  that  field  since  1962. 

The  ornithology  course,  designated  Biological  Sciences  472,  will  be 
taught  by  James  Tate  Jr.,  assistant  director  of  Cornell's  Laboratory  of 
Ornithology,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  from  8  to  9s 15  A.M.  Laboratory 
sessions  will  be  held  the  same  days  from  2  to  4:30  P.M,  Summer  school  dates  are 
from  June  28  to  August  11. 

Early  morning  field  trips  and  two  weekend  field  trips  will  be  included 
in  the  course.  The  weekend  trips  will  be  to  the  Adirondacks  and  to  the 
Brigantine  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  the  coast  of  sourthern  New  Jersey.  The 
course  will  include  studies  of  the  biology  of  birds,  bird  identification, 
nesting  habits,  ecology  and  behavior  of  birds  and  reproduction  and  growth.  Bird 
photography  and  sound  recordings  will  be  studied  as  research  tools,  Tate  said. 

The  non-credit  field  seminars  for  adult  and  family  groups  will  be  led 
by  Peter  Paul  Kellogg,  professor  emeritus  of  ornithology  and  biological 
acoustics.  The  seminar  will  be  held  July  2  to  8  and  August  6  to  12.  Designed 
for  the  amateur  ornithologist  and  bird  lover,  the  program  offers  instruction  in 
field  observation,  familiarization  of  some  techniques  used  in  field  research 
and  acoustics. 

Seminar  lectures  will  cover  various  aspects  of  the  biology  of  birds, 
including  anatomy,  classification,  migration,  orientation,  behavior,  ecology 
and  distribution.  Early  morning  and  late  afternoon  field  trips  will  emphasize 
observation  and  recording  of  bird  sounds  as  well  as  field  natural  history. 
Laboratory  work  will  include  familiarization  with  sound  reproduction  equipment 
in  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology. 

The  summer  field  seminar  program  is  being  offered  jointly  with  Cornell 
Alumni  University.  The  tuition  charge  of  $150  per  week  per  person  includes 
foom  and  board,  supplies  and  course  related  materials.  The  seminar  course 
is  limited  to  75  persons  par  week. 
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HOME  STUDY  COURSE  IN  ORNITHOLOGY 

A  college  level  home  study  course  in  ornithology,  the  first  in  the 
country,  will  be  started  soon  by  Cornell  University’s  Laboratory  of  Ornithology, 

The  course  will  consist  of  nine  seminars  covering  major  aspects  of  bird 
biology,  including  behavior,  ecology,  migration,  anatomy,  physiology  and 
birds*  relationships  to  man, 

Douglas  A,  Lancaster,  assistant  director  of  the  laboratory  who  manages 
the  production  and  operation  of  the  course,  said  the  laboratory  already  has 
received  hundreds  of  requests  from  all  parts  of  the  country  for  such  a  course, 

Lancaster  said  it  is  hoped  the  course  can  be  started  late  this  spring 
or  early  in  the  summer.  He  said  a  trial  run  on  the  course  will  be  offered 
before  it  is  opened  to  the  general  public.  This,  he  said,  will  enable  the 
laboratory  to  iron  out  unforeseen  difficulties  in  offering  the  course.  Technical 
terminology  will  be  kept  at  a  minimum.  Present  plans  call  for  an  $85  fee  for 
the  course , 

Ten  ornithologists  have  contributed  to  the  writing  of  the  course.  The 
seminars  are  illustrated  with  drawings  and  photographs  prepared  especially  for 
the  course, 

"We  hope  to  have  added  materials  to  offer  students  at  discount  prices 
if  they  want  to  carry  on  their  studies  in  greater  depth  than  the  course  requires,' 
Lancaster  said,  "Our  intent  is  to  give  a  broad  view  of  bird  biology  thus  pro¬ 
viding  each  student  with  a  substantial  background  for  the  lasting  enjoyment  of 
birds." 

Students  will  receive  a  certificate  from  the  laboratory  upon  a 
successful  completion  of  a  series  of  questions  that  accompany  each  seminar. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherxd.se  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M,  in  the 
Society* s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


May 

10 

Kenneth 

Balmas: 

The  relationship  between  some  parameters  of 
the  eggs  of  the  Robin  and  Red-winged  Blackbird 
and  latitude  (illustrated),  Result  of  April 
Bird  Count;  plan  May  Bird  Count, 

May 

24 

Kenneth 

Able : 

Field  studies  of  nocturnal  migration.  Illus¬ 
trated  lecture. 

June 

14 

Picnic  Meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie,0nt,  6:30  P.M. 
Report  on  May  Bird  Count 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


May  6,  13,  20,  27 


May  13  -  14 


May  21 


May  28 


Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks:  Meet  at 
8:00  A«M.,  Rumsey  Road  at  Windsor  Avenue 
entrance  to  Delaware  Park. 

Presque  Isle  and  Fyma tuning.  Wayne  Stumm,  leader 
(tel.  823-3132).  Meet  Presque  Isle  State  Park, 

Cabin  #3  lor  coffee  from  8:00  A.M.  on.  Call 
leader  or  Harold  Mitchell  (633-8612)  for  further 
details. 

May  Bird  Count.  Call  Harold  A.  Dodge  (tel.  649-4929) 
for  assignment  of  territory. 

Ncrth  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Whimbrels  and  late 
migrants.  William  Vaughan,  leader  (tel.  284-8709) 
Meet  at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge , 

7:30  A.M. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compilers:  fir.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Me Kale,  89  Larch  Rd,, 
Eggertsvillle ,  N.Y.,  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone,  838 

Union  Rd.,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


NUMBER  4 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Mar. 

2 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

II 

12 

4  Dunkirk  Harbor 

McKales  et  al 

II 

17,21 

3,1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Hess 

Horned  Grebe 

II 

21 

8  Dunkirk 

Andrles 

II 

30 

5  Celeron 

Elder kin 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

h 

17 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Hess 

It 

21 

4  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Andrles 

II 

21 

2  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

II 

24 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse  et  al 

Great  Blue  Heron 

11 

21 

1  Burge son  Sanct . ,Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

11 

25 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

11 

25 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

25 

1  Stillwater 

Elder kin 

*Mute  Swan 

It 

18,25,28 

1  north  of  Caneadea 

Burtons  et  al 

Whistling  Swan 

11 

12F 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

McKales 

It 

19 

10  Queenston,0nt . 

Axtells 

II 

21 

28  over  Dunkirk 

Andrle  s 

II 

21 

106  over  Sheridan  Twp. 

Andrle  s 

M 

21-26 

50  Conewango  Cr • ,Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

It 

21 

100  over  Celoron 

Elder kin 

11 

23 

170  Alleg.R.near  Bone  Run  Rd. 

Elder kin 

II 

25,26  40,42  Cassadaga  Or., Falconer 

Sundell 

Canada  Goose 

11 

9 

20  Steamburg 

Elder kin 

II 

9 

23  Yates  Center 

Klabundes 

11 

31  25,400  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*Snow  Goose 

II 

25F 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*Blue  Goose 

11 

20F 

2  Somerset  Tqp. 

Andrle , Thill 

X 

II 

25 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe , Morse 
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Mallard 

Mar. 

27 

200  Oak  Orchard  area 

Danner 

Gadwall 

II 

19-30 

2-4  Celoron 

Elder kin 

If 

25 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Grzybowski 

II 

29 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

It 

30 

4  Celoron 

Sundell 

Pintail 

II 

2F 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

II 

4 

3  Frewsburg 

Sundell  et  al 

II 

16,23  50,1000  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

21 

70  over  Dunkirk 

Andrles 

Green-w.  Teal 

Mar. 

4 

1  Frewsburg 

Sundell  et  al 

M 

20F 

4  Somerset  Twp. 

Andrle , Thill 

II 

21 

7  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

II 

29 

6  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

*Blue-w.  Teal 

II 

22F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Mor  se 

If 

29 

8  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

It 

31 

4  Kinzu  Res. ,S. Valley 

Grzybowski 

America n  Widgeon 

It 

24F 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

If 

29 

2  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Shove ler 

II 

20F 

2  Fort  Niagara 

Andrle, Thill 

II 

23 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,01 sen 

11 

29 

10  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

II 

30 

1  Four  Mile  Cr.  St. Park 

Klabundes 

Wood  Duck 

II 

20F 

2  Somerset  Twp, 

Andrle , Thill 

II 

21 

4  Red  Bird 

Elderkin 

It 

21 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,01 sen 

Redhead 

If 

2 

35  Celoron 

Sundell 

If 

15 

90  Celoron 

Elderkin 

Ring-n.  Duck 

It 

2F 

1  Celoron 

Sundell 

If 

15 

4  Celoron 

Elderkin 

II 

20 

4  Somerset  Twp. 

Andrle , Thill 

Lesser  Scaup 

If 

2F 

12,6  Celoron  &  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

•  1 

29 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

White-w.  Scoter 

ii 

11 

125  Point  Breeze 

Me Kales  et  al 

II 

11 

130  Yates  Twp, 

Me Kales  et  al 

II 

20 

150  Niagara  River  mouth 

■Andrle ,  Thill 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

3  OF 

1  Celoron 

Elderkin 

Hooded  Merganser 

It 

15F 

10  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe ,  Morse 

II 

16 

8  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

11 

21 

4  Canadaway  Cr.  mouth 

Andrles 

* Turkey  Vulture 

It 

25F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

n 

28 

10  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 

II 

9,19 

1,1  Ole an,  Humphrey 

Grzybowski 

II 

20 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie ,0nt. 

Axtells 

II 

28 

1  Busti 

Elderkin 

11 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

It 

13 

2  over  Orchard  Park  Twp, 

Andrles 

If 

13 

1  over  Griffins  Mills 

Andrles 

II 

13 

1  over  Hanover  Twp. 

Andrles 
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Cooper's  Hawk 

Mar  • 

25 

1 

Hamburg 

Andrles 

II 

25 

1 

Clarence 

Grzybowski 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

It 

21 

55 

over  Hanover, Dunkirk, Sheridan 

Twps  *  Andrles 

II 

29 

23 

over  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

Red-should.  Hawk 

IV 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, 01 sen 

II 

21F 

130 

over  Hanover , Dunkirk, Sheridan 

Twps ,  Andrles 

It 

29 

74 

over  Youngstown 

Klabunde s 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

M 

1,15 

4,5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

ft 

11,25  10,12 

Centerville 

Burtons 

It 

20 

20 

Somerset  &  Yates  Twps. 

Andrle , Thill 

it 

29 

10 

over  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

*Golden  Eagle 

it 

29 

1 

over  Lewiston 

Klabunde 

Marsh  Hawk 

It 

9 

4 

Yates  to  Point  Breeze 

Klabunde  s 

n 

19 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

•• 

21 

6 

over  Hanover , Dunkirk , Sheridan 

Twps.  Andrles 

n 

25 

2 

Centerville  Burtons, Presutti 

Sparrow  Hawk 

n 

21 

15 

over  Hanover , Dunkirk, Sheridan 

Twps,  Andrles 

Ring-n,  Pheasant 

n 

9 

100 

Wilson  to  Point  Breeze 

Klabunde s 

Turkey 

n 

1 

10 

Andover 

Burtons, Forster 

it 

2-30 

6-20 

Great  Valley 

Grzybowski 

h 

10-29 

5-10 

Allegany 

Grzybowski 

ii 

11,27 

1,3 

Algred 

Brooks 

ii 

13-30 

7-12 

Franklinville 

Grzybowski 

ii 

29 

11 

Ellicottville 

Grzybowski 

^Virginia  Rail 

Mar. 

25 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie ,0nt. 

Axtells 

American  Coot 

II 

2 

1 

Celoron 

Sundell 

II 

18 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe , Morse 

Killdeer 

II 

21 

47 

over  Lake  View 

Hess 

^American  Woodcock 

Mar. 

4F 

1 

North  Boston 

Dodges 

II 

17 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

21-31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd. ,Ft.Erie ,0nt. 

Axtells 

II 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

II 

21 

1 

Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Common  Snipe 

Mar  • 

5 

3 

Towerville  Sundell , Richardson  * 

It 

19F 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

20 

1 

Hartland  ( Niag . Co . ) 

Andrle , Thill 

^Greater  Yellowlegs 

II 

24F 

2 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

n 

21 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Hess 

II 

30 

12 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

Mourning  Dove 

II 

1-31  20-10 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-31  22-34 

Rose  Hill  Rd, ,Ft.Erie,0nt. 

Axtells 

Snowy  Owl 

II 

11 

1 

Grand  Island 

Me  Kales 

II 

20 

2 

Petre  Rd  • ,  Yate  s  Twp  • 

Andrle , Thill 

•  1 

23 

1 

Fuhrmann  Blvd.,Bflo. 

Andrle 

II 

25 

1 

Clarence 

Grzybowski 

II 

25,26 

1 

Swormsville 

Klabunde s 

It 

26 

1 

Clarence  Center 

Klabunde s 

Long-eared  Owl 

II 

20 

1 

Porter  Twp. , (Niagara  Co.) 

Andrle, Thill 
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Bhort-eared  Owl 

Mar 

.  11 

1  Wilson 

Me Kales 

fl 

20 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker 

•  9 

1 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

,11 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie, Ont. (f ) 

/“ctolls 

H 

6-10 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

It 

11 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

11 

11-31 

2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

19 

15 

1  North  Boston 

Dodges 

Pile ate d  Woodpecker 

•• 

3,24 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr • 

It 

4,11 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

If 

2? 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

It 

28 

1  Caneadea  (f) 

Burtons, Hales 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

91 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

• 

9 

1  Dickersonville 

Klabundes 

^Eastern  Phoebe 

IV 

24F 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Axtells 

99 

24 

1  Celoron 

Sundell 

91 

26 

1  B03WR,  Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

Horned  Lark 

(E.a,  alpestris) 

11 

4 

1  Fentonville 

Elderkin 

99 

16 

2  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Horned  Lark 

(E.a.  practicola) 

91 

9 

200  Lewiston  to  Pt,  Breeze 

Klabundes 

Tufted  Titmouse 

19 

11 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

19 

11-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

12 

1  South  Wales 

Me Kales  et  al 

•i 

27 

2  Eden 

Howard 

«, 

31 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

n 

1-31 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

19 

11-29 

2  Alfred 

Brooks 

91 

19 

1  Eden  ...  .  • 

Howard 

11 

26 

1  Sardinia  Twp, 

Andrles 

91 

28 

1  Lakeside  Cem.,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Winter  Wren 

19 

4 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

26 

1  St.  P.&P,  Cem,,  Hamburg 

Me Kales 

It 

28 

1  Lakeside  Cem.,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

13 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

(1  found, 

dead  in  old 

nest  in  garage  on  Mar.  11  -  Danner) 

Mockingbird 

91 

1-6,30 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,  Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Axtells 

Brown  Thrasher 

91 

12,13 

1  Snyder  (f) 

Armstrong 

Robin 

II 

21 

559  over  Lake  View 

Hess 

II 

22 

190  Eden  <1  North  Collins  Twps. 

Bourne  etal 

Hermit  Thrush. 

II 

5 

1  Batavia 

Masons 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

10,15 

1,1  Eden,  Lake  View 

Bourne 

tl 

12 

1  North  Boston 

Dodges 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

4 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

9 

2  Yates  &  Pt,  Breeze 

Klabunde  s 

-52- 


Vol.  3 No*  4  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


*Loggerhead  Shrike 
Eastern  Meadowlark 
Red-w,  Blackbird 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Common  Grackle 
Brown-h.  Cowbird 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Purple  Finch 

Pine  Grosbeak 
Common  Redpoll 


Pine  Siskin 


American  Goldfinch 
White -w.  Crossbill 


Mar  • 

19  F 

1  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

If 

21 

128  over  Lake  View 

Hess 

II 

1 

4  Great  Valley 

Grzybowski 

II 

2 

300  Frewsburg  area 

Elder kin 

V 

4 

400  Frewsburg 

Sundell 

II 

15 

250  Lake  View 

Bourne 

It 

18 

1600  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

21 

4,871  over  Lake  View 

Hess 

It 

1,17-31 

2,1-4  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie ,0nt. 

(f)  Axtells 

•I 

24 

15  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

27 

12  Lake  View 

Bourne 

If 

2F 

200  Frewsburg  area 

Elderkin 

II 

21 

2,900  over  Lake  View 

Hess 

II 

1-31 

15-20  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

2-21 

2-7  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

3 

9  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

5 

10  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

II 

1-31 

10-25  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrle  s 

II 

1-31 

45  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ft .Erie , Ont • 

(f)  Axtells 

II 

1-31 

75-25  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

22-65  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 


"  4  75  Burgeson  Sane t. , Frewsburg  Sundell 

(maximum  count  for  month) 


II 

11 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

If 

1-31 

10-45  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrle  s 

II 

1-31 

6-50  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

II 

1-31 

10-35  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

II 

1-3 

50  Jamestown  (f) 

Elderkin 

It 

1 

30  Great  Valley 

Grzybowski 

91 

5-25 

1-27  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie, Ont. 

(f)  Axtells 

If 

8-29 

3-25  Alfred 

Brooks 

If 

9 

75  Yates  Center 

Klabundes 

II 

13 

90  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

•  1 

23-31 

28  Jamestown  (f) 

Sundell 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

II 

1-31 

3-10  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrle  s 

II 

1-31 

1-4  Rose  Hill  Rd, ,Ft.Erie ,0nt. 

(f)  Axtells 

II 

1-30 

5-2  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

II 

1-31 

4-15  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

2-26 

1-15  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

It 

3-30 

4-1  Belmonth  (f) 

Burtons 

If 

12 

4  N •  Tonawanda 

Hess 

It 

19 

3  Olean 

Grzybowski 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

"  1-31  30-55  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ft. Erie, Ont. (f)  Axtells 

"  1-31  4-30  Tonawanda  (f)  Karlak 

"  19  1  Rose  Hill  Rd, ,Ft.Erie,0nt.(f )  Axtells 
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Savannah  Sparrow 

Mar 

,23-25,26- 

•28  1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd. , Ft. Erie ,0nt.(f )  Axtells 

If 

29 

2  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Field  Sparrow 

II 

4 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

Harris'  Sparrow 

It 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie 

,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

White-cr .  Sparrow 

II 

4 

1  FrQWsburg 

Sundell  et 

It 

1-31 

5  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

Ont.(f)  Axtells 

II 

1-31 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

25 

1  Tonawanda  (f) 

Karlak 

White -thr ,  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

57  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ft.Erie, 

Ont.(f)  Axtells 

It 

1-31 

4-6  North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

11-31 

8-10  Spring  B^ook  (f) 

Danner 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

Fox  Sparrow 

Mar  • 

1-10,11-31:?,!  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie 

Mar  • 

8F 

1  Evans 

Bourne 

VI 

22-31 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

16  Swamp  Sparrow 

II 

25F 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Song  Sparrow 

IV 

20-31  21-15  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

22-24 

6-l6  North.  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Lapland  Long spur 

VI 

4 

1  Fentonville 

Elder kin 

II 

9 

2  Yates  Center 

Klabundes 

It 

27 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Snow  Bunting 

VI 

9 

100  Yates  Center 

Klabundes 

VI 

25 

50  Centerville 

Burtons 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  1^2 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  12 

Total  for  1972:  134 

OBITUARY 

WILLIAM  A,  SMITH 
June  9»  1884  -  February  18,  1972 

Harold  D,  Mitchell 

This  last  winter  we  lost  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  beloved  members,  who 
joined  our  society  as  an  associate  member  in  1932  and  became  a  corresponding 
member  in  1934,  Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
I  met  Will  Smith  at  the  Lyndonville  Canning  Company  in  the  course  of  a  business 
call,  and  soon  found  that  we  had  a  common  interest  in  the  study  of  ornithology. 
Since  then  we  have  been  close  friends,  and  I  have  greatly  approciatod  the 
opportunity  of  learning  a  great  deal  from  him  not  only  in  regard  to  birds,  but 
to  many  other  living  things. 
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Born  in  Morton,  N.Y.,  he  was  a  life-long  resident  of  Monroe  and  Orleans 
counties.  He  originated  and  develpped  the  plant  of  the  Smithfield  Pure  Food 
Co.  in  Garland,  N.Y.  After  selling  his  interest  in  that  company  in  1925,  he, 
together  with  his  brother-in-law,  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Lyndonville 
Canning  Co.,  and  later  acquired  full  ownership  of  that  firm.  Mr.  Smith  obtained 
a  patent  for  both  the  method  and  the  machine  for  apple  sauce  cooking,  which 
revolutionized  that  industry. 

( 

Among  Will  Smith's  many  friends  was  Arthur  C.  Bent,  author  of  Life 
Hj  stories  of  North  American  Birds.  In  the  two  volumes,  Birds  of  Pjfey,  0U.S, 
National  Museum  Bulletins  167  and  1?0)  may  be  found  photographs  and  data 
furnished  by  Mr.  Smith.  In  the  first  volume  on  page  14  there  is  a  description 
of  the  location  of  .a  Turkey  Vulture's  nest  in  a  hollow  log  and  Mr.  Smith's 
photograph  of  the  nest  with  its  two  eggs  is  on  plate  6.  On  Page  152  Mr.  Smith's 
>  data  is  reported  on  46  Red- tailed  Hawk  nests,  their  contents  and  locations,  and 
on  page  186  similar  data  on  nests  of  Red- shouldered  Hawks.  On  page  274  Bent 
quotes  from  Mr.  Smith's,  letter  telling  how  his  son,  a  taxidermist,  found  that  the 
stomachs  of  Rough-legged  Hawks,  which  had  been  brought  to  him,  contained  nothing 
but  field  mice.  In  the  second  volume,  on  page  128,  Bent  mentions  a  nest  of 
Audubon's  Caracara  7  feet  up  in  an  oak  bush  in  Florida,  a  photograph  of  which 
was  sent  him  by  Will  Smith  (See  plate  21),  Plate  #68  shows  Mr.  Smith's  picture 
of  his  son  George  c libbing  a  tree  to  a  nest  of  a  Great  Horned  Owl, 

While  writing  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region,  Clark  Beardslee  and 
I  found  ourselves  greatly  indebted  to  Will  Smith  for  bird  records,  particularly 
nesting  records  of  birds  of  prey,  giving  egg  dates,  number  of  eggs  per  nest, 
height  of  nests  and  kind  of  trees  in  which  nests  were  found.  I  have  not  read 
elsewhere  in  ornithological  literature  of  such  complete  data,  comprising  large 
numbers  of  nests,  such  as  100  nests  of  Red- tails,  69  of  Red-shoulders  and  39  of 
Great  Horned  Owls.  Mr.  Smith  is  also  responsible  for  one  of  the  rare  records  of 
the  Black  Vulture,  which  he  observed  on  May  23,  1944.  He  contributed  many 
other  records  over  the  years,  many  observations  coming  from  his  own  estate  at 
Lyndonville  which  he  established  as  a  wildlife  sancturary.  Here  he  erected 
many  bird  houses  and  feeding  stations  for  both  land  and  water  birds  and  planted 
a  great  many  trees  providing  food  for  wildlife,  a  veritable  arboretum  of  over 
400  species.  A  photograph  of  his  house  and  sanctuary  appears  on  page  30  of  our 
publication.  This  beautiful  home  was  built  mostly  by  Mr.  Smith  and  his  son 
George  by  their  own  labor,  resulting  in  unique  workmanship  of  a  high  order. 

One  must  see  it  to  fully  appreciate  its  artistry. 

Recently  I  spoke  to  his  son,  George,  about  the  many  fine  things  which  his 
father  did  at  Robin  Hill,  and  he  wrote  me  expressing  so  much  better  than  I  can 
the  outstanding  attributes  of  Will  Smith  that  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of 
quoting  from  his  letter.  "Isn't  it  true  that  the  most  valuable  of  all  (his 
assets)  was  his  unceasing  eagerness  to  share  with  others  the  joys  he  felt  *h  . 
the  living  things;  the  flowers,  the  birds,  the  mushrooms,  the  trees,  all  living 
things?  He  was  a  self made  man,  not  even  reaching  the  eighth  grade  in  school, 
but  he  possessed  endless  enthusiasm  along  iJjith  determination,  good  judgment 
and  thrift.  I  knew  him  well.  I  lived  with  him  for  over  sixty- three  years. 
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We  bid  everything  together.  It  was  just  great.  It  is  our  intention  to 
continue  everything  here  at  Robin  Hill  just  as  it  was  before!  We  want  it 
known  that  all  of  Dad's  countless  friends  are  just  as  welcome  as  they  always 
were*  We  hope  they  will  come  often,"  What  a  wonderful  tribute  this  is  to  a 
fine  dedicated  man! 

238  W.  Royal  Parkway,  Williamsville  14221 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Field  Trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  March  26th,  1972 

Paul  Benham 

The  birding  da3r  began  appropriately  enough  with  a  sighting  of  a  Snowy 
Owl  on  County  Road  in  Clarence  in  15°  temperature!  We  also  saw  Rough-legged 
Hawks  which  wintered  in  that  area  and  were  still  present.  The  prolonged  cold 
which  had  kept  most  of  the  ponds  and  sinks  frozen  at  this  late  date,  cut  down 
the  numbers  of  dabbling  ducks  we  had  anticipated  seeing  and  most  of  those 
observed  were  concentrated  in  two  small  areas  of  the  refuge. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  open  water  in  most  of  the  habitat,  Canada  Geese 
were  in  fairly  low  numbers,  being  greatly  dispersed  between  the  swamps  and  Lake 
Ontario.  H0wever,  some  six  to  eight  thousand  birds  were  gathered  in  the 
traditional  early  feeding  grounds  at  Shelby  Sinks.  The  highlights  of  the 
trip  were  two  snow  geese  and  two  blue  geese.  Only  fifteen  whistling  swans 
were  seen,  low  for  this  date  and  location. 

112  Linden  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 


Field  Trip  to  Lyndonville  and  Vicinity  -  March  11,  1972 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 

Upon  learning  that  George  Smith  and  his  sisters  had  seen  Snowy  Owls 
practically  every  time  they  drove  along  the  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  and  tht  George 
himself  had  seen  seven  in  one  day,  I  proposed  that  itfe  arrange  for  a  Ispecial  trip 
on  Saturday,  March  11th,  since  some  of  our  members  had  not  recorded  this  species 
on  their  year's  list.  This  proved  to  be  a  popular  trip  since  28  of  us,  beside 
George  and  his  sisters,  covered  the  shore  road,  from  a  few  miles  west  of 
Lyndonville  east  to  the  west  Kendall  Road  and  slightly  beyond. 

Some  of  the  Snowy  Owls  may  have  gone  north  since  we  were  not  rewarded 
with  a  view  of  one  until  we  arrived  at  the  West  Kendall  Road  location  inhere 
Mrs,  Pratt  (Charlotte  Smith)  had  seen  one  recently.  Marbn  Smith  spotted  it  in 
a  field,  and  we  all  had  good  views  of  it  both  on  the  ground  and  in  flight. 
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This  was  a  fitting  climax  to  a  day  when  we  saw  at  least  29  Rough-legged  Hawks, 
more  than  I  usually  see  in  an  entire  winter.  We  saw  14  Red-tails,  a  Sparroitf 
Hawks  and  2  harsh  Hawks,  plus  a  dead  Snowy  Owl  (Probably  hit  by  car)  to  round  out 
our  list  of  predators,  as  well  as  2  Northern  Shrikes  and  a  skunk.  Among  other 
birds  seen  were  114  Canada  Geese,  14  Mourning JDoves,  1  Red-bellied  Woodpecker, 

28  Horned  Lark,  one  Meadowlark,  30  Cedar  Waxwings,  and  a  Fine  Grosbeak  was  seen 
earlier  in  the  day  by  the  Smiths  near  their  home. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  spend  time  in  the  field  with  such  dedicated 
birders  as  the  Smiths,  and  I  hope  that  we  can  schedule  similar  trips  in  future 
years. 


238  W.  Royal  Parkway,  Williamsville  14221 


NOTES 

AIT  INVITATION  FROM  THE  BIGELOWS 

Dave  and  Dee  Bigelow  have  kindly  invited  the  B.O.S,  members  to  their 
home  "Timber  Trails"  at  Eden,  N.Y.  on  Saturday,  June  24th,  1972  for  a  "picnic 
supper  and  owl  prowl".  All  those  interested  should  bring  their  supper  and  come 
early  (500  p.m.)  Our  hosts  will  have  plently  of  tables  and  chairs  set  up  for 
an  outdoor  picnic  on  the  lawn. 

The  main  event  will  be  an  owl  prowl  in  the  woods  towards  dusk.  Dave  has 
had  considerable  success  with  barred  owls,  his  "specialty"  at  Timber  Trails.  He 
will  "call  them  in"  for  us  after  dark.  Please  bring  flash  lights  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  degree  of  patience!  The  date  was  selected  to  avoid  black  flies  and  to 
see  and  hear  the  birds  while  the  nesting  season  is  still  with  us. 

DIRECTIONS  TO  "TIMBER  TRAILS" 


Thruway  Exit  #57  (Hamburg),  Follow  Route  #75  south  into  Hamburg  to 
intersection  of  Route  #62;  follow  Route  #62  to  Eden  and  proceed  approximately  # 
mile  beyond  traffic  signal  in  village  to  Sandrock  Road;  turn  left  cn  Sandrock  Road 
and  proceed  beyond  Paxon  and  Kulp  Roads  to  Larkin  Road.  Turn  onto  Larkin  Road 
and  the  Bigelow  Mailbox  is  the  first  one  on  your  left. 
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NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Society  is  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  new  associate  members: 

Mrs •  Daniel  Cole 
797  Bird  Avenue 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  Tel.  884-6891 

Mrs.  Richard  Manz 
470  Buffalo  Road 

East  Aurora,  N.Y.  Tel.  652-1952 

Mrs.  Kenneth  R.  Balker 
51  Berkshire  Road 

Hamburg,  N.Y.  Tel,  649-1242 * 

The  following  have  been  elevated  to  Active  Membership  since  October,  1971: 

Mr.  Kenneth  Balmas 
Mrs. James  Benzing 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Harold  Dodge 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hull 
Judge  and  Mrs, James  0.  Moore 
Mr.  John  S.  Morse 
Dr.  Alan  H.  Reckhow 
Dr.  Frank  G.  Witebsky 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS- 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M,  in  the 
Society *s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

June  14  Picnic  Meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

6:30  P.M,  Report  on  May  Bird  Count 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

June  24  Picnic  supper  and  "Owl  Prowl"  at  the  home  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  David  Bigelow,  "Timber  Trails",  Larkin  Road, 

Eden,  N.Y.  See  "Notes"  in  this  issue  for  details. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd,, 
Eggertsville ,  N.Y.,  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone,  838 

Union  Rd.,  Mest  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224, 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone:  877-7257. 
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THE  MONTH 


Precipitation  in  April  was  2,1?  inches,  .02  inches  below  normal  for  the 
month.  The  average  temperature  was  41.1  degrees  or  2.4  degrees  below  the  mean  for 
the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Air¬ 
port)  Prevailing  xd.nds  were  northerly  and  on  no  date  did  the  temperature  reach 
70  degrees.  Unseasonally  heavy  snow  fell  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  month  setting 
back  even  further  the  already  late  opening  of  the  sinks  and  ponds  in  the  state  and 
federal  wildfowl  refuges  in  Orleans  and  Genesee  Counties. 

The  numbers  of  Canada  Geese  resting  at  the  Iroquois  Refuge  showed  a  sharp 
decline  from  1971 »  due  in  part,  no  doubt,  to  the  lack  of  open  water  until  the 
middle  of  the  month;  indeed,  large  flocks  of  this  species  were  reported  more  abundant 
than  usual  in  the  open  x-jaters  of  Lake  Ontario  to  the  north  of  the  refuge .  Neverthe¬ 
less,  observers  visiting  the  Oak  Orchard  area  were  affored  looks  at  a  large  variety 
of  waterfowl  including  both  Blue  and  Snow  Geese  and  at  least  two  specimens  of  the 
White-fronted  Goose  at  the  Iroquois  Refuge, 

The  migration  of  Broad-xo.ng  Hawks  and  other  raptors  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  month  was  also  disappointing  as  meteorological  conditions  were  such  that  no 
observers  reported  the  spectacular  movement  of  thousands  of  birds  so  eagerly 
anticipated  by  birders  at  this  time  of  year.  The  Wood  Duck  (Vol.  25:9)  publication 
of  the  Hamilton  Naturalists  Club  of  Hamilton,  Ontario  reports  a  movement  of  3000 
Broad-winged  Hawks  at  Vineland,  Ontario  near  Lake  Ontario  on  April  21st,  a  number 
far  surpassing  any  flight  recorded  elsewhere  in  our  study  area. 

Land  bird  migration  was  uniformly  poor  xd.th  both  numbers  of  species  and 
individuals  lower  than  average  for  late  April.  Interesting  reports  for  the  month 
include  the  sighting  of  a  Cattle  Egret  in  Chautauqua  County,  several  records  of 
Common  Egret  and  the  Harris  Sparrow  at  a  feeder,  at  Rose  Hill,  Ontario. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  %  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

n  ,  '  — ■  —  1  ■■■»■  »■  —  1  ■■■ 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(>f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Apr. 

6 

1  Celoron 

Elder kin 

ft 

8 

4  Allegheny  Res.,N.Y. 

Grzybowski 

II 

8 

3  Celoron 

Sundell 

II 

26 

4  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

(1st,  2nd  &  maximum 

records; 

several  reports  of  1-2  individuals  for  month) 

Red-necked  Grebe 

•  I 

19 

1  Shadigee  (Orleans  Co.) 

Axtells 

II 

23 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh,Bflo. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Horned  Grebe 

II 

6 

100  Celoron 

Elder kin 

II 

17 

52  Cassadaga  Lake 

Elderkin 

1? 

18 

400  Foster  Lake,  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

II 

24 

250  Mohawk  Pt.  area,0nt. 

Axtells 

*D. -crest.  Cormorant 

If 

15F 

1  Dunkirk 

Hess 

*Green  Heron 

II 

15F 

1  Canadaway  Cr. 

Hess 

fl 

19 

1  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

*Cattle  Egret 

II 

24 

1  Dunkirk  Twp. 

Carlsons  et  al 

It 

25 

1  Dunkirk  Twp. 

Carlsons , Sundell 
et  al 

II 

26 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Axtells, Hess  et  al 

Common  Egret 

"  10 

,12 

1  Burg.  Sanct. ,Frewsburg 

Elderkin , Pillsbury 
et  al 

If 

11 

1  St.  Catherines,0nt. 

Axtells 

n 

12 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Morse , Axtells 

II 

14 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Klabundes 

11 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Webster , Karlak 

fl 

24 

1  Cement  Rd . , SugarloaS  Pt. 

,0nt,  Axtells 

*B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

fl 

12 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

M0rse 

11 

17 

1  Eafet  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

*Least  Bittern 

Apr. 

23F 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh ,Bflo. 

Goodman, 

Lewandowski,et  al 

^American  Bittern 

II 

15F 

2  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

IV 

22 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Whistling  Swan 

11 

1-9 

6  Red  Bird 

Carlson 

11 

2 

20  Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle  s 

II 

2 

18  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wend lings 

II 

^,7 

11,9  Clarence 

Mitchell 

II 

6 

35  Tonawanda  WMA 

Axtells 
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Whistling  Swan 

Apr, 

6 

; 16  Celoron 

Elderkin 

If 

10 

10  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

14 

10  Iroquois  NWR  &  Tonawanda  WjjR  Klabundes 

If 

26 

4  Great  Valley 

Grzybowski 

Canada  Goose 

II 

4 

9000  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell 

II 

7 

15,000  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell 

It 

7 

1200  Steiner  Rd,, Clarence 

Mitchell 

If 

14 

25,300  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

fl 

17 

27,200  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

25 

30,500  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*'Jhite -fronted  Goose 

n 

12,16 

2,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Axtells  et  al 

If 

14 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse,  Hess 

Snow  Goose 

If 

2 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrles , Schaf f ner 
et  al 

II 

14 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Klabundes 

II 

15 

1,1  Iroq.NWR  &  Ton,  WMA 

Sundell  et  al 

Blue  Goose 

II 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Addrles 

II 

2 

,  4  Shelby 

Schaffner  et  al 

II 

14 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Klabunde s 

II 

15 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Sundell  et  al 

Gadwall 

II 

1-13 

2-8  Dunkirk  ponds 

Carlson 

II 

6 

10  Celoron 

Elderkin 

•  1 

19 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Green-w,  Teal' 

II 

2 

12  Tonawanda  WtylA 

Schaffner  et  al 

* Europe an  Widgeon 

II 

3  (male)  1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Shove ler 

It 

6 

16  Tonawanda  WMA 

Axtells 

It 

18 

32  Iroquois  NWR 

Elderkin, Pill sburv 

Ring-n.  Duck 

II 

6 

80  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

5 

105  Fredonia  ponds 

Carlson 

White-w,  Scoter 

II 

20 

7  Amity  L., Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

20 

2  Scio 

Burtons 

II 

26 

2  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

8 

5  Celoron 

Sundell 

II 

10 

5  Dunkirk  ponds 

Carlson 

II 

13 

4  Celoron 

Pi 1 1 sbury , Eld e  r ki n 

II 

16 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  s 

•  1 

17 

4  Cassadaga  Lake 

Elderkin 

II 

23 

2  Lily  Dale 

Mitchell  et  al 

If 

26 

12  Cubd  Lake 

Burtons 

II 

29 

3  Cassadaga  Lake 

Sundell  et  al 

Turkey  Vulture 

II 

10 

14  over  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

28 

5  Alma 

Burtons 

* Goshawk 

II 

1 

1  Ellicottville 

Grzybowski  et  al 

II 

7,9  1  Charlotte  (Chaut.  Co,) 

(adult  at  nest) 

Grzyboitfski 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 

II 

10,12,18 

8,118,31  over  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

II 

15.18 

34,2  over  Evans  Twp. 

Andrle 

tl 

15 

63  over  Hanover 

Axtells  et  al 

II 

19 

101  over  Youngstown  to  Kuckville  Axtells 

II 

23 

10  over  Portland  &  Sheridan 

Andrle 

II 

23 

10  over  Hanover 

Mitchell  et  al 
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Cooper* s  Hawk 

Apr 

3,18 

1  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

«f 

4 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

12,18 

1,1  over  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

23 

1  Hanover 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

28 

1  Machias 

GrSzybowski 

II 

30 

1  Irving 

Andrle  s 

Red-t.  Hawk 

II 

10,11,12,18  43,3,107,12  over  Yioungstown 

Klabunde  s 

II 

15 

11  over  Evans  Twp. 

Andrle , Thill 

II 

23 

4  over  Hamburg 

Andrle 

II 

23 

5  over  Portland 

Andrle , Thill 

Red -should •  Hawk 

It 

10,11,12 

3,5,16  over  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

15 

4  over  Evans  Twp. 

Andrle 

II 

15 

5  over  Hanover 

Axtells  et  al 

Broad-w,  Hawk 

II 

15F 

18  over  Hanover 

Axtells  et  al 

II 

18 

20  over  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

17 

2  Cassadaga 

Elderkin 

It 

18 

45  over  Hamburg  &  Evans 

Aridrle 

11 

23 

21  over  Brant 

Andrle , Thill 

II 

23 

20  over  Portland  &  Sheridan  Andrle, Thill 

It 

23 

30  over  Hamburg 

Andrle 

II 

23 

160  over  Hanover 

Mitchell  et  al 

Rough-leg,  Hawk 

11 

12 

16  over  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

15 

5  over  Hanover 

Axtells  et  al 

11 

15 

4  over  Evans  Twp. 

Andrle 

II 

23 

2  over  Portland  &  Hanover 

Andrle , Thill 

11 

25 

3  North  Java 

Danner 

Bald  Eagle 

II 

6 

(imm)  1  Iroquois  NWR 

AxtelLs 

It 

8 

( adult )  1  Alle  gheny  Res,,  N , Y , 

Grzybowski 

II 

27  (imm)  1  Boston 

Bourne 

Marsh  Hawk 

11 

10,12 

9,3  over  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

* 

II 

15 

5  over  Evans  Twp, 

Andrle 

II 

23 

3  ovdr  Hanover 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

29 

1  over  Hanover 

Sundell  et  al 

:  Osprey 

11 

8F 

1  Allegheny  Res.,N,Y. 

Grzybowski 

II 

10 

1  Burg .  Sanct • , Frewsburg 

Pillsbury , Elderkin 

II 

15 

3  over  Evans 

Andrle 

(several  additional  reports  for  month) 

Sparrow  Hawk 

It 

12 

9  over  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Turkey 

II 

4-7 

1-5  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

II 

4—24 

3-10  Franklinville 

Grzybowski 

II 

6 

3  Great  Valley 

Grzybowski 

II 

8 

8  Alma 

Burtons 

II 

10 

18  Ellicottville 

Grzybowski 

•  1 

24 

3  Ischua 

Grzybowski 

II 

26 

6  Friendship 

Burtons 

II 

29 

1  Birdsall 

Burtons 

Virginia  Rail 

II 

28 

1  Burg,  Sanct, , Frewsburg 

Elderkin 
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*Sora 

Apr, 

29  F 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

* Common  Gallinule 

VI 

23F 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

VI 

25 

1  Burg.  Sanct. , Frewsburg 

* Upland  Plover 

11 

19F 

1  Shadigee  (Orleans  Co.) 

ft 

21 

8  Hamburg  Twp. 

* Spotted  Sandpiper 

II 

22F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

II 

23 

1  Canadaway  Cr. 

^Solitary  Sandpiper 

It 

24F 

1  NE  of  Port  Colborne,0nt 

IV 

30 

1  ¥illanova  Twp. 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

II 

2 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

19 

23 

?1  Steiner  Rd • , Clarence 

*  Lesser  Yellox^legs 

IV 

2F 

1  West  Shelby 

It 

13 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

IV 

29 

11  Hanover 

* Pectoral  Sandpiper 

II 

IF 

1  Eden 

It 

10 

1  Frewsburg  Twp. 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

II 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

IV 

15 

80  Iroquois  NWR 

Little  Gull 

VI 

29 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

^Common  Tern 

II 

l$f 

45  Peace  Bridge  area 

II 

1?F 

1  Cassadaga 

VI 

18 

3  Squaw  Is., Bflo. 

^Caspian  Tern 

IV 

19F 

4  Point  Breeze 

IV 

23 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

vv 

29 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

*Whip-poor-will 

IV 

30F 

1  Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Chimney  Swift 

II 

19F 

7  Ole an 

VI 

20 

25  Wellsville 

IV 

20 

1  Fredonia 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

IV 

19 

20  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

VI 

23 

25  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

VI 

2 

1  Shelby 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

IV 

13 

1  Eggertsville 

* Eastern  Kingbird 

VI 

28F 

1  South  Stockton 

II 

30 

1  Ischua 

*Least  Flycatcher 

VI 

29F 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Horned  Lark 

(E.a.  alpestris) 

vv 

7 

2  Oak  Orchard  VJ^IA 

IV 

13  L 

11  East  Shelby 

*Tree  Sx^allow 

II 

IF 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

It 

12 

4  Burg . Sanct • , Frewsburg 

*Bank  Swallow 

VI 

16F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

ve 

19 

1  Point  Breeze 

vv 

19 

4  Burg.  Sanct, , Frewsburg 

*  Rough-w ,  Swallow 

IV 

13F 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

VI 

18 

3  Ft.  Erie,0nt. 

*Barn  Swallow 

IV 

13F 

1  Stockton 

VI 

15 

IS.  Vandalia 
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Mtchell 

Dodges 

Elderkin 

Axtells 

Rex^,  Ulrich 

Morse 

Andrle , Thill 
Axtells 

Me Kales 

Morse , Schaffner  e 
et  al 
Wend lings 
Schaffner  et  al 
Morse , Olsen 
Re  w,  Buck 
Bourne 
Elderkin 
Morse , Delaney 
Morse 
Rew,Buck 
Axtells 
Elderkin 
Andrle , Byron 
Axtells 

Mitchell  et  al 
Re  w,  Buck 
Me  Kales 
Grzybowski 
Burtons 
Carlson 
B,  Dodge 
Mitchell  et  al 
Schaffner  et  al 
Me Kales 
Wendlings 
Grzybowski 
B.  Dodge 

Mitchell 

Sundell , Ulrich 

Morse , Olsen 

Elderkin 

Axtells 

Axtells 

Pillsbury 

Sundell , Ulrich 

Andrle, Byron 

Elderkin , Pillsbury 

Grzybowski 
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♦Cliff  Swallow 

Apr. 

16  F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrles 

ft 

27 

1  Dunkirk 

Hess 

* Purple  Martin 

M 

14F 

1  Ro se  Hill  Rd . , Ft . Erie , 

Ont.  Axtells 

If 

15 

1  Evans 

Andrle 

Tufted  Titmouse 

11 

1-30 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

If 

13 

1  Bentley  Sanct. , Jamestown(f )  Pillsbury, 

Elder kin 

It 

25 

2  Patchin  (f) 

Bourne 

ft 

30 

1  Harrisburg  (Catt.Co.) 

Grzybowski 

ft 

30 

1  Lakeside  Cera., Hamburg 

Me Kales 

Red-br •  Nuthatch 

II 

1-5 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

II 

24,29 

1,1  Alma  &  Bird sail 

Burtons 

11 

25 

1  Patchin  (f) 

Bourne 

ft 

27,28 

1,1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

Ont.(f)  Axtellls 

♦House  Wren 

It 

27F 

1  Fredonia 

Carlson 

11 

29 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

Ont.  Axtells 

It 

29 

10  Alfred  area 

Klingen smith 

It 

29 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Winter  Wren 

It 

14 

19  Canadaway  Cr.  mouth 

Carlson 

Carolina  Wren 

It 

1-30 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (F) 

Dsnner 

It 

15 

1  Lake  View 

Wend lings 

Mockingbird 

It 

5 

1  Hyde  Pk., Niagara  Falls 

Klabundes 

It 

19 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Axtells 

It 

30 

IN.  of  Frewsburg 

Beal 

Brown  Thrasher 

ft 

19 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft, Erie, 

Ont.  Axtells 

91 

19 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

B. Dodge 

it 

23 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

ft 

23 

18  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

23 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Wood  Thrush 

It 

27-30 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Hermit  Thrush 

ft 

14 

5  Canadaway  Cr.  mouth 

Carlson 

II 

15 

1  Chipmunk  (Catt.  Co.) 

Grzybowski 

*B1 . -gr • Gnatcatcher 

n 

27F 

1  Hanging  Bog  (Alleg.  Co 

. )  Burtons 

If 

30 

2  Cattaraugus  Ind.  Res. 

Andrles 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

If 

14 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd . ,  Ft .  Erie , 

Ont.  Axtells 

It 

17 

1  Mud  L.,  Port  Colborne, 

Ont.  Axtells 

It 

17 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

17 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

91 

17 

50  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Wendlings 

♦Water  Pipit 

If 

7F 

30  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rew 

ft 

18 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

Cedar  Waxwing 

If 

19 

300  Somerset 

Axtells 

Northern  Shrike 

It 

1-7 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd ., Ft . Erie , 

Ont,  Axtells 

If 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrles 

Apr. 

12 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Axtells 

Apr. 

23L 

1  Tifft  St..  Marsh, Bflo. 

Inskip 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

If 

19 

1  Somerset 

Axtells 

♦Solitary  Vireo 

ft 

30F 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ft 

30F 

3  Harrisburg  (Catt.  Co.) 

Grzybowski 
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*  Warbling  Vireo 

Apr. 

30F 

1 

Busti 

Pillsbury 

*Bl.-&-w,  Warbler 

ft 

28F 

1 

Alma 

Burtons 

11 

30 

2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

* Nashville  Warbler 

II 

30F 

2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*Yellow  Warbler 

II 

30F 

1 

Belmont  A 

Burtons 

II 

30F 

1 

Villanova  Twp, 

Me  Kales 

Myrtle  Warbler 

It 

17 

1 

Mud  L.,Pdrt  Colborne,0nt 

.  Axtells 

II 

23 

1 

Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Mitchell  et  al 

*Bl.-thr.  Gr .Warbler 

11 

29F 

1 

Bird sail r 

Burtons 

II 

30 

2 

Harrisburg  (Catt.Co.) 

Grzybowski 

*Bla  c  kburn .Warble  r 

It 

30F 

3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*Pine  Warbler 

11 

29F 

1 

Alfred 

Klingen smith 

*Palm  Warbler 

it 

28F 

2 

Alma 

Burtons 

11 

30 

2 

Lakeside  Cera., Hamburg 

McKales 

* Northern  Waterthrush 

It 

27F 

1 

Hanging  Bog  (Alleg.Co.) 

Burtons 

It 

30 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Me Kale s 

*La.  Waterthrush 

II 

30F 

2 

Chipmunk  ( Catt . Co . ) 

Grzybowski 

^Bobolink 

II 

29  F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Dickcissel 

M 

20 

1 

Springville  ( f ) 

S.  Smith 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

1-30 

45 

Rose  Hill  Rd. ,Ft .Erie ,0nt, (f )  Axtells 

- 

m 

1-30 

12-30 

Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

II 

1-30 

20-10 

Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-30 

5-12 

Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

1-30 

35-65 

North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

11 

5,7-30 

83,4-50 

Olean 

Grzybowski 

II 

30 

4 

St#  Bona., Ole an 

Grzybowski 

Pine  Grosbeak 

II 

1 

1 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

House  Finch 

fl 

1-30 

2 

Eggertsville  (f) 

Ward 

Common  Redpoll 

It 

-  1-18 

3-15 

Hamburg 

Andrles 

II 

1-17 

2-14 

Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

"1-5,12-17  4-55,12-1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

"1- 

•13,14-18 

1-25,7-1  Buffalo  (f) 

DeKleine 

•  1 

1-18 

16-50 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

11 

5 

195 

0]ean 

Grzybowski 

II 

7 

50 

Cherry  Creek 

Grzybowski 

11 

8 

40 

Jamestown  (f) 

Sundell 

11 

10 

100 

Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Pine  Siskin 

II 

1-30 

3-30 

Hamburg 

Andrle  s 

II 

1-30 

2-5 

Rose  Hill  Rd . ,Ft.Erie,0nt.  (f)  Axtells 

•• 

1-30 

2-4 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-30 

12-20 

North  Boston  (f) 

Dodges 

II 

10,23,24 

3,6,6 

Jamestown  (f) 

Sundell 

II 

30 

1 

Har ri sbur g  (Catt.Co.) 

Grzybowski 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

tl 

1-30 

55 

Rose  Hill  Rd. ,Ft.Erie,0nt.(f )  Axtells 

Ruf ous- s .  Towhe e 

II 

3F 

1 

East  Eden 

Bourne 

11 

8 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*Henslow's  Sparrow 

II 

21F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp , 

Bourne 
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*Henslow's  Sparrow 

Apr. 

29 

2  Alle  g .  Rd , , Hanove  r 

Sundell  et  al 

* Vesper  Sparrow 

»• 

2F 

1  Franklinville 

Grzybowski 

ft 

7 

1  East  Shelby 

Morse 

Tree  Sparrow 

ii 

30 

8  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ft. Erie 

,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

It 

30 

8  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Chipping  Sparrow 

tl 

12 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ft 

13 

1  Bentley  Sane t. ,  Jamestown  (f;  Elderkm, 

Pillsbury 

Field  Sparrow 

ft 

13 

1  Ro  se  Hill  Rd , , Ft . Erie , 

Ont.  (f)  Axtells 

ft 

15 

3  Evans  Twp. 

Andrle 

ft 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Harris'  Sparrow 

ft 

1-9 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft .Erie, 

0nt,(f)  Axtells 

White-cr .  Sparrow 

tf 

1-30 

2-5  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ft. Erie 

,0nt.(f)  Axtells 

ft 

1-30 

1-2  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

ft 

1  1-30 

40-90  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ft.  Erie 

,0nt,(f)  Axtells 

- 

tf 

6-30 

1-6  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

ft 

6 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

11-30 

18-20  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

ft 

19 

2  Tifft  St.  Marsh.Bflo, 

B.  Dodge 

It 

27 

50  Hanging  Bog  (Alleg.  Co 

. )  Burtons 

Fox  Sparrow 

ft 

23 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh,  Bflo. 

Axtells 

Swamp  Sparrow 

It 

1 

1  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

Lapland  Long spur 

tt 

7 

3  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Mitchell 

tt 

7 

7  East  Shelby 

Morse, Olsen 

Snow  Bunting 

It 

7 

25  near  Alabama 

Carlson 

If 

7 

35  Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  years  136 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issues  52 
Total  for  1972s  188 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


REPORT  OF  THE  APRIL  BIRD  COUNT 


Compiled  by  Gail  Seamans 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's  bird  count  on  April  9th  was  one  of 
the  more  successful  in  terms  of  numbers  of  species  with  124  being  listed,  (In  1967 » 
146  species  were  listed;  in  1970  there  were  137  and  in  1959  there  were  131.)  This 
is  especially  interesting  when  the  weather  is  considered.  On  the  day  of  the  count 
and  the  preceding  three  days,  record  lows  were  registered,  hardly  a  stimulus  to 
migration.  Many  observers  remarked  about  the  cold  weather,  temperatures  as  low  as 
12°  being  cited  while  the  day's  high  did  not  appear  to  exceed  40°. 


The  total  number  of  individuals  recorded,  235»432,  was  also  good  in 
comparison  with  281,695  in  1967  and  243 » 088  in  1965 i  the  record  highs. 

The  largest  number  of  species  was  recorded  from  area  #19;  in  general 
the  Southern  Tier  birders  produced  bigger  lists  of  species  than  their  fellows  in 
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the  northern  portion  of  our  study  area,  possibly  due  to  the  influx  of  early 
migrants  and  a  greater  number  of  observers  in  the  field. 

The  Canada  Goose  was  the  most  abundant  species  with  72,096  individuals 

recorded • 

<• 

The  influx  of  raptors  during  the  previous  winter  was  still  in  evidence 
with  68  rough-legged  hawks  and  18  short-eared  owls  new  high  totals  for  both 
species.  New  record  highs  were  also  established  for  the  Sparrow  Hawk  (336), 
Killdeer  (996),  Black-capped  Chickadee  (1861),  and  Cowbird  (7375)*  The  severe 
cold  on  this  date  was  reflected  in  the  low  numbers  of  phoebes  (46)  and  tree 
swallows  (36)  as  compared  to  the  respective  high  counts  of  458  in  1969  and  1759 


in  1961  for  these  species.  Other  record 
Cardinal  (921),  Evening  Grosbeak  (3217), 
and  American  Goldfinch  (931)# 

Species 

Loons  -  Mergansers 


Common  Loon  2 
Horned  Grebe  72 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  63 
Great  Blue  Heron  150 
^Common  Egret  3 
Mute  Swan  ; 
Whistling  Swan  47 
Canada  Goose  72,096 
Snow  Goose  9 
Blue  Goose  14 
Mallard  1248 
Black  Duck  644 
Gadwall  34 
Pintail  1245 
Green-winged  Teal  131 
Blue-winged.  Teal  228 
American  Widgeon  328 
Shove ler  4 
Wood  Duck  123 
Redhead  171 
Ring-necked  Duck  406 
Canvasback  290 
Greater  Scaup  2154 
Lesser  Scaup  784 
Unidentified  Scaup  230 
Common  Goldeneye  1558 
Bufflehead  3153 
Oldspuaw  471 
White-winged  Scoter  45 


high  numbers  recorded  on  this  count  were 
Common  Redpoll  (2602),  Pine  Siskin  (343), 


Ruddy  Duck 

17 

Hooded  Merganser 

253 

Common  Merganser 

1317 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

770 

Unidentified  Merganswer 

400 

Vultures  -  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

50 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

8 

Cooper's  Hawk 

12 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

236 

Red -should.  Hawk 

12 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

68 

Uhiddntified  Buteos 

2 

Marsh  Hawk 

59 

Osprey 

23 

Sparrow  Hawk 

336 

Ruffed  Grouse 

24 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

155 

Turkey 

20 

American  Coot 

78 

Shorebirds 

Killdeer 

966 

American  Woodcock 

53 

Common  Snipe 

80 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3 
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Jaegers  -  Owls 


Great  Black-backed  Gull  3 

Herring  Gull  600 

Ring-billed  Gull  2367 

Bonaparte 1  s  Gull  304 

Unidentified  Gulls  300 

Rock  Dove  1137 

Mourning  Dove  817 

Barn  Owl  2 

Screech  Owl  2 

Great  Horned  Owl  8 

Snox-jy  Owl  1 

Barred  Owl  1 

Long-eared  Owl  1 

Short-eared  Owl  18 

Whip-poor-wills  -  Creepers 

Belted  Kingfisher  85 

Yellow- shafted  Flicker  46 

Pileated  Woodpecker  13 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  9 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  1 

Yellow-bellied.  Sapsucker  5 

Hairy  Woodpecker  158 

Downy  Woodpecker  402 

Eastern  Phoebe  46 

Horned  Larks 

E.  a.  alpestris  39 

E.  a.  praticola  519 

Tree  Shallow  36 

Blue  Jay  1586 

Common  Crow  2635 

Black-capped  Chickadee  1861 

Tufted  Titmouse  32 

White-breatted  Nuthatch  303 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  54 

Brown  Creeper  -  41 

Wrens  -  Vireos 

Winter  Wren  5 

Carolina  Wren  4 

Mockingbird  6 

Broxm  Thrasher  2 

Robin  13,123 

Hermit  Thrush  3 

Eastern  Bluebird  65 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  47 


*Ruby-crox-jned  Kinglet  3 


Water  Pipit 

Cedar  Waxwing 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

Starling 

Warblers  -  House  Sparrows 

77 

332 

4 

33,744 

* Myrtle  Warbler 

1 

House  Sparrow 

U876 

Icterids  -  Fringillids 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

923 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

26 , 648 

169 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Common  Grackle 

24,106 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

7375 

Cardinal 

921 

Evening  Grosbeak 

3217 

Purple  Finch 

87 

Pine  Grosbeak 

2 

Common  Redpoll 

2602 

Pine  Siskin 

343 

American  Goldfinch 

931 

White-winged  Grossbill 

17 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

20 

Savannah  Sparrow 

81 

Vesper  Sparrow 

123 

Slate-col,  Junco 

2668 

Tree  Sparrow 

2234 

* Chipping  Sparrow 

158 

Field  Sparrow 

60 

Harris  Sparrow 

1 

White-crowned  Sparrpw 

84 

White-throated  Sparrow 

299 

Fox  Sparrow 

119 

Swamp  Sparrow 

39 

Song  Sparrow 

5220 

Lapland  Long spur 

2 

Snow  Bunting 

229 
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The  success  of  the  count  in  terms  of  species  and  individual  birds  recorded 
is  due  to  the  dedicated  piople  who  went  into  the  field  on  that  cold  April  morning 
to  observe  and  report  the  birds  in  their  assigned  areas.  The  compiler  extends  his 
thanks  to  the  following  observers  and  especially  to  the  compilers  who  reported 
their  results  so  promptly. 

► 

Territories  and  Observers,  (names  of  compilers  are  underlined) 

1.  Font hi 11,  Ontario.  Not  covered 

2.  Thorold,  Ontario.  Gus  Yaki>  David  Yaki,  Gordon  Bailey,  Glen  Bishop,  Frank 

Kingdon,  Irene  Kingdon,  Les  Selby 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y.  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y.  Harold  Mitchell,  Brian  Lewandowski 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.  Gail  Seamans.  Mrs.  Clarence  Pratt,  Harold  Mitchell, 

Helen  Lewandowski,  Richard  Beebe,  James  Beechy,  Tom 
Beechy,  Mailand  Miller 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.  Joseph  Thill 

7.  Lox-jbanks ,  Ont.  Robert  Wagner 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  James  Braunberns,  Marjorie  Emerson,  Mary  Louise  Emerson, 

Rachel  Axtell,  Harold  Axtell 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.  Alan  Reckhow,  Clarence  Rote,  Lincoln  Nutting 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.  Alice  Ulrich 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Richard  Zehr,  Neil  Goodman 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner, 

Raymond  Frans,  Nellie  Karlak,  Pearl  Moore,  Gladys  Newton, 

Peg  Schafer,  Edna  Thurston,  Cyril  Wolf ling 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y.  Kathryn  Pixley,  George  Buckland,  Harold  and  Barbara  Dodge, 

George  Mahaney,  Don  and  Sarah  Thurau,  Richard  and  Madge  Pixley, 
Ronald  Calantonio,  Martha  Stone 

14.  Hamburg,  N.Y.  T„  L.  Bourne,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Fred  Webb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 

Manser,  Dr.  Robert  Leonard,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Andrle, 
Elizabeth  and  Tim  Andrle,  Mrs.  Lynn  Rochester,  Helen  Creighton, 
Ellen  Woolley  Edna  Murray ,  Mrs.  C.M.  Newton,  Adelaide  Hunley 

15.  Java,  N.Y.  Mr s .  Thoma s  Nelson,  thirteen  other  observers 

16.  Angola,  N.Y.  N0t  covered 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Bigelow,  John  Kimm,  Jr. 

18.  Dfslevan,  N.Y.  Blake  and  Marilyn  Reeves 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y.  Larry  Wilson,  Katherine  Palmer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Sandford, 

Mrs.  David  Richardson,  Helen  Morse,  Mr*  and  Mrs,  Harold  E, 
Smith,  Mr.  and  Mj»s,  Emmett  Smith,  Helen  Beardsley,  Mrs.  Edna 
Marvin,  Mrs.  Elan  Wiles,  Ruth  Gilman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Burr,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arvis  J.  Tucker,  Mrs.  Donald  B.  Smith, 
Michael  Pitzrick,  fir.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Wilmot,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richard  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  Frances  Rew 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.  Rduglas  and  Donna  Carlson,  Otto  and  Gretchen  Carlson? 

Annabelle  Hiller,  Steve  Maggio,  Robert  Sundell 
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22.  Sherman, N.Y.  Douglas  Carlson,  Russell  and  Elizabeth  Pillshur.y,  Helen 

and  Moe  Lorimer 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y.  Douglas  Carlson,  Joyce  and  Daniel  Bohall,  Geraldine  Caswell, 

Annabelle  Hiller,  Lewis  Kibler,  Steve  Maggio,  Archie 
Richardson,  Robert  Sundell 

24.  Allegany  State  Park  W.  C,  Vaughan,  D.  C.  O'Malley 

25 •  Allegany,  N.Y.  Mrs.  George  Moffat,  Mr.  and  Mrs. Jerome  Prosser,  Mrs.  Robert 

Marvin,  Pauline  Malone,  Mrs.  R.  Malone,  Mrs.  Osborne  Fox, 

Mrs.  Robert  Cunningham,  Virginia  Isaman,  Mrs.  William 
McGrannahan,  Norman  Malick,  Roger  Forness,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J0hn 
Forness,  Mr.  and  Mrs. John  Maroney 

26.  Cuba  Lake,  N.Y.  Mr.  andMrs.  Lou  Burton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Rulison  Sr., 

Mrs.  Bret  Taylor,  Mrs.  Mae  Trusdell,  Mrs.  Helen  Gold- 
thwait,  Joseph  Chernic,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  ICeople,  Mrs. 
Alice  Driscoll,  Mrs.  Kathleen  Brown,  Mrs.  Frank  Resch, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wesley  Serra,  Mrs.  Ruth  Howes,  Mrs.  Benson 
Smith,  Oren  L.  Smith  Sr.,  Mrs.  Donna  Shelton,  Mrs.  Neil 
Wilson,  Ivan  Wilson,  Mss  M.  L.  Moser,  Miss  Mna  Guilford, 
Mrs.  Richard  Graves,  Ms.  Harold  Sanborn,  Mrs.  Harold 
Davis,  Mrs.  Faul  Hand,  Alfred  Voorhees 
2?.  Bolivar,  N.Y.  Doris  Burton,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Robert  Keople,  Ms.  Celestia 

Abbott,  Mrs.  Anna  Ayres,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier, 

Mrs.  Mildred  Marshall,  Mrs.  Sherman  Childs,  Mrs,  Frances 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Laur  Ingram,  Joe  McLaughlin,  Joe  Carrier,  Mrs. 
Hazel  Nichols,  Mrs,  Nina  McMndes,  Mrs.  David  Bennett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Cook,  Harold  Babcock,  Richard  Scutt, 

Mr,  and  Mj»s«  William  Serra,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Runzo, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Apsey,  Norman  Ives,  Dick  Scott,  Ted 
Vossler,  Emma  L.  King,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Richmond 
28.  Alfred,  N.Y.  Doris  Burton,  Erma  Larson,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Carl  Burdick,  JQhn  Clough,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  James  Gibson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bror  Larson,  Mrs.  William  Thompson,  Miss  Christine 
Errand,  Mary  Rosa,  June  Babcock,  Gene  Bernard,  Mrs.  Ervin 
Schrader,  Mrs,  Raymond  Woodworth,  Milton  and  Auretta  Hampton, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Lou  Burton,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lleitfellyn  Casterline,  Adaline  Densmore,  Dorothy  Bayless, 
Elizabeth  Brooks,  David  Brooks,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Anne 
Eisenhardt,  Terry  Finlay,  Jay  and  Louise  Gibson,  Clarnece 
Klingensmith,  David  and  Carol  Lems,  Cathy  MacDonald, 

Beverly  Perry,  Everett  and  Agnes  Rhodes,  Esther  Whalen, 

Helen  Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mj»s.  Robert  Brown,  Grace  Buckley, 
Florence  Schutz,  Mrs.  Don  Burdick,  Minnie  Clark,  Dale, 

Claire  and  Evelyn  Coats,  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Marie  Graves, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Macauley,  Marion  Pendleton,  Alice  Rayburn, 
Ona,  Patty  and  Ruth  Reynolds,  Ted  Vossler 

Main  Street,  East  Pembroke  14056 
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NOTES 

Shorebirds  Recapture  Operation 

Several  species  of  shorebirds  will  be  marked  with  yellow  feather  dye  on 
the  underparts,  and  yellow  streamers  attached  to  the  leg,  in  the  1972  fall 
migration.  Sanderlings  will  be  marked  only  with  leg  streamers.  Birds  will  be 
caught  on  the  Magdalen  Islands  (Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence). 

Report-s  of  sight  records  should  include  the  locality,  date,  species,  name 
and  address  of  observer  (s).  Please  weigh  the  bird  and  read  the.  band  number  if 
taken  alive. 

Information  should  be  sent  to: 

Raymond  McNeil 

Centre  de  Recherche s  Ecologiques  de  Montreal 

4101  est,  rue  Sherbrooke 

Montreal  406 ,  Que . 

Canada 

UNUSUAL  NUMBERS  OF  COMMON  REDPOLLS  AT  URBAN  FEEDER 

The  most  exciting  happending  around  our  feeding  station  this  spring  was  a 
heavy  invasion  by  Common  Redpolls.  It  was  the  first  year  we  have  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  observe  this  t^ny  bird.  Nothing  to  compare  has  been  witnessed  since 
the  influx  of  Juncos  in  March  and  April  of  1969* 

Maximum  counts  pale  in  comparison  to  the  huge  flocks  occasionally  reported 
from  rural  areas.  Nevertheless,  the  following  records  are  certainly  noteworthy 
for  this  thickly  populated  urban  locale.  Perhaps  these  notes  will  help  in  timing 
of  the  Redpoll* s  movements  which,  according  to  "rec'of'ds',  seem  to  be  a  bit  later 
than  in  other  years: 


Date 

Males 

Females  (or  .juveniles) 

Total 

Remarks 

3/20/72 

0 

1 

1 

4/1/72 

2 

4 

6 

4/2/72 

2 

9 

10 

4/3/72 

1 

0 

1 

4/4/72 

0 

0 

0 

4/5/72 

• 

> 

2 

3 

4/6/72 

5 

20 

25 

4/7/72 

2 

6 

8 

4  in.  snow.  Low  = 

4/8/72 

2 

2 

4 

Low  =13° 

4/9/72 

2 

9 

11 

4/10/72 

1 

3 

4 

4/11/72 

5 

20 

25 

4/12/72 

4 

19 

23 

4/13/72 

3? 

20? 

23 

Rain  and  heavy  fog 

4/14/72 

1 

6 

7 

4/15/72 

2 

2 

4 

Rain  and  fog 

4/16/72 

1 

2 

3 

Heavy  Rain  in  A.M. 

4/17/72 

1 

2 

3 

High  =  68° 

4/18/72 

Thereafter 

0 

1 

1 

None 
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From  this  vantage  £oint,  it  appears  that  a  major  exodus  took  place 
on  Thursday,  April  13th.  For  many  days,  Redpolls  had  seldom  been  absent  for 
any  half  hour  period  -  often  outnumbering  the  House  Sparrows.  On  Thursday, 
twenty- three  appeared  drring  our  breakfast  hour.  Both  of  us  were  away  from  then 
until  late  afternoon.  None  were  seen  after  our  return.  In  spite  of  diligent  watch¬ 
ing,  there  were  only  occasional  sightings  of  a  few  stragglers  for  five  days 
thereafter  (thru  Tues.  April  18th).  Quite  suddenly,  the  constantly  present  swarms 
had  just  disappeared. 

The  overwhelming  preponderance  of  females  (about  4:1)  is  interest¬ 
ing.  Probably  some  were  juveniles  which  had  not  yet  developed  their  full  color¬ 
ing.  4  few  were  noted  with  a  rather  dull  crown.  Do  males  and  females  migrate  in 
different  waves  as  robins  often  do? 

We  looked  closely  for  possible  occurence  of  the  Hoary  Redpoll. 
Although  a  few  individuals  seemed  much  lighter  and  less  streaked,  nothing  was 
definite  enough  to  indicate  this  variant. 

Wre  hope  that  these  cute  little  fellows  will  make  our  feeding  statioi 
a  stopping  off  point  in  future  years. 

E,  Hoyt  DeKleine,  M.D.,  57  Darwin  Dr.,  Snyder,  N.Y.  14226 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS  • 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inalusivo,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 
Society* s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

To  be  announced  in  forthcoming  issue. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


July  15  -  Re-scheduling  of  Owl  Prowl  at  the  Bigelow  residence  on  Larkin  Rd,, 

Eden, N.Y.  Bring  picnic  supper  at  500  P.M.  Please  refer  to  "Notes" 
in  April  issue  for  directions  to  Bigelow  residence. 

Note :  If  it  rains  outing  will  be  held  on  July  16th. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Rd.r 
Eggertsville ,  N.Y.  14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Rd.,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.,  14224. 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave,,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone :  877-7257 
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Rainfall  in  May  was  3*64  inches,  0.69  inches  above  normal  for  the  month. 

The  average  temperature  was  59.1  degrees  or  4.3  degrees  above  the  mean  for  the 
month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport) 
Although  the  first  half  of  the  month  was  generally  wet  and  cool,  from  the  17th 
through  the  30th,  day  time  highs  were  over  70  degrees  with  the  area  basking  in 
temperatures  exceeding  80  degrees  from  the  27th  through  the  29th  days.  The  balmy 
weather  came  to  an  end  with  violent  thunderstorms  and  a  sharp  drop  in  temperature 
on  the  30th, 

Passerine  migrants  were  in  evidence  on  the  2nd,  a  day  in  which  temperatures 
climbed  to  74  degrees  and  winds  were  southwesterly  with  thunderstorm  activity  in 
the  evening,  and  on  the  3rd  day  of  the  month.  Generally,  however,  migrants  were 
scarce,  in  small  flocks  and  observers  were  hard  put  to  fill  their  lists.  The 
high  water  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  inundated  the  mud  flats  sought  by  shore- 
birds  for  resting  and  feeding,  resulting  in  poor  counts  from  these  areas.  For 
the  first  time  in  at  least  the  twelve  years  for  which  records  are  at  this  writer’s 
disposal,  no  whimbrels  were  recorded  in  May. 

A  second  Harris  Sparrow  was  reported  from  Derby  near  the  south  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  constituting  the  only  unusual  record  for  the  month. 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave * ,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration, 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration. 

(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  statinns. 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1985)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanant  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

May 

6 

1  Highland-on-the-Lake 

Andrle  s 

It 

7 

1  Morgans  Pt.,  Ont. 

Webster  et  al 

ii 

13,14 

2  Allegany 

Grzybowski, Bros s 

91 

15 

1  Allegheny  Res,,N.Y. 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

Red-necked  Grebe 

II 

3 

1  Wellsmie 

Burton 

Horned  Grebe 

II 

2 

1  Scio 

Burtons 

D, -crest*  Cormorant 

II 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Delaney 

H 

7 

1  Morgans  Pt,,0nt. 

Webster  et  al 

:  Snowy  Egret 

II 

2 

1  Dunkirk  Twp. 

Benton 

II 

4 

1  Four  Mile  Rd., Allegany  Grzybowski  et  al 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

ii 

12 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Whistling  Swan 

It 

9 

3  Rockville  L. , Belfast 

Burtons 

Canada  Goose 

II 

1 

30,000  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

•  1 

9 

1600  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

M0st  of  the  30,000  geese  left 

the  refuge  with  strong  winds 

on  May  6th, 

By  May  15th  all  migrants  had  left, 

leaving  a  local  population 

of  200  to  300. 

Shove ler 

It 

12 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Canvasback 

II 

20L 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Andrles 

Bufflehead 

n 

20 

2  Niag.  R.  above  Navy  Is.  Andrles 

Old squaw 

II 

20 

3  Fort  Niagra 

Andrles 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

8 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Red-br.  Merganser 

II 

9 

200  Bay  View 

Bourne 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

II 

3 

1  East  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

6 

12  over  Hambrug  Twp. 

Axtells 

II 

19 

1  Franklinville 

Grzybowski  et  al 

II 

24 

1  Salamanca 

Grzybowski 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

ii 

4 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

It 

6 

2  over  Hamburg  Twp, 

Andrle 

II 

20 

2  Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

II 

24 

2  Concord  Twp. 

Bourne 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

ii 

5L 

1  Ellicottville 

Grzybowski , Church 

Osprey 

II 

2,4-6 

2,1-2  Belmont 

Burtons 
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Osprey 

May 

2 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

ft 

3 

1  Burg •  Sanc • , Frewsburg 

Elderkin , Pillsbury 

19 

4 

1  Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

* Pigeon  Hawk 

II 

14 

1  Hickox  Rd,,Eden  Twp, 

Bourne 

Turkey 

If 

6 

1  Great  Valley 

Grzybowski , Church 

19 

-  12 

3  Ellicottville 

Grzybowski  et  al 

II 

17,29 

1  Ngw  Hudson 

Grzybowski  et  al 

•i 

31 

1  Franklinville 

Grzybowski  et  al 

Virginia  Rail 

If 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

Sora 

it 

6 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo, 

Axtells 

* Semi palm.  Plover 

II 

15F 

2  Allegheny  Res., N.Y. 

Elderkin , Pillsbury 

•i 

16 

2  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkins 

If 

30 

75  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

*Black-bell,  Plover 

II 

15F 

1  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkin , Pillsbury 

* Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

27 

2  Woodlawn 

Bourne 

n 

30 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

*WIllet 

May 

3 

1  Canadaway  Cr.  mouth 

Benton  et  al 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

91 

10 

3  North  Collins  Twp, 

Bourne 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

If 

10 

7  North  Collins  Txtfp. 

Bourne 

*Knot 

ii 

30F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Beebe 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

99 

15 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

* White -rump.  Sandpiper 
*Least  Sandpiper 
* Dunlin 

* Semi palm.  Sandpiper 
Caspian  Tern 


If 


•  9 


29 

30 
10F 
15 

30 

31 
11F 

1 

15,25 


10  Iroquois  NWR 
2  Iroquois  MTWR 
2  Langford  Pond 
6  Allegheny  Res.,  N.Y. 

15  Iroquois  NWR 
1  Iroquois  NWR 
1  Iroquois  NWR 
1  Iroquois  NWR 
2,1  Allegheny  Res., N.Y. 


Morse 

Beebe 

Bourne 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

Beebe 

Morse 

M0rse 

D©laney,01sen 
Elderkin , Pillsbury 


If 

18 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , 

*BlackTern 

If 

IF 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

6 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

xtells 

*  Ye lloxtf-b .  Cue  koo 

II 

22 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo 

II 

10F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

91 

23 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Barred  Owl 

If 

10 

1  near  Water  Valley 

Bourne 

Whip-po or-will 

II 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

9 

1  Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg  Bourne 

* Common  Nighthawk 

91 

10F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Mor  se 

If 

15 

1  Jamestown 

T.  Elde 

Chimney  Swift 

II 

4 

125  Hamburg  Village 

Bourne 

*Ruby-t,  Hummingbird 

II 

6F 

1  Hamburg  Twp. 

Axtells 

II 

8 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

•  1 

1,9,23 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

Red-bell,  Wdprk. 


n 


11 

12 

24 


1  Caneadea  (at  nest  hble)  Burtons 
7  along  Oak  Orchard  Creek  Beebe 
1  near  New  Oregon  Bourne 
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Red-headed  Wdprk, 

*G. Crest.  Flycatcher 

* Yellow-b .  Flycatcher 
♦Traill's  Flycatcher 

Least  Flycatcher 
♦E.  Wodd  Pewee 

* Olive- s.  Flycatcher 
Blue  Jay 
Tufted  Titmouse 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

Carolina  Wren 

*Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

Mockingbird 

Datbird 

Wood  Thrush 
♦Swainson's  Thrush 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 
*Veery 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Ruby-cr .  Ki ngle t 


May 

3 

1 

VI 

6 

8 

If 

6-8 

1-2 

II 

2F 

1 

II 

3 

1 

VI 

3 

1 

If 

16F 

1 

IV 

19F 

1 

II 

.  20 

1 

If 

1 

1 

f« 

13F 

1 

•  1 

18 

1 

VI 

20F 

1 

II 

6 

820 

If 

1-6 

1-2 

IV 

1,2 

1,1 

VI 

2,19 

2 

IV 

3 

1 

IV 

7 

2 

IV 

8 

1 

ff 

3 

1 

IV 

5 

1 

vv 

6,14,20 

1,2,1 

VI 

7 

3 

VI 

27 

1 

II 

1-31 

1-2 

II 

3 

3 

vv 

14 

1 

vv 

17 

1 

VI 

12F 

1 

VI 

19 

1 

VI 

20 

1 

VV 

2F 

1 

vv 

3 

4 

VI 

3 

1 

IV 

1 

1 

vv 

1 

1 

VI 

2F 

1 

IV 

11 

2 

IV 

11 

1 

VV 

11 

1 

IV 

11F 

1 

IV 

13 

1 

91 

2F 

1 

II 

2F 

1 

VI 

4 

1 

II 

6 

4 

IV 

29  L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 
over  Hamburg  Twp. 
Belmont 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 
Burg •  Sane . , Frewsburg 
Iroquois  NWR 
Angelica 
Iroquois  NWR 
Clymer 

Iroquois  NWR 
Spring  Brook 
Iroquois  NWR 
Hamburg 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 
Spring  Brook 
Alle  gany 
Queenston,  Ont. 

Clean 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 
Hamburg  village 
Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo 
Iroquois  NWR 
Spring  Brook 
Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo 
Alfred 

Spring  Brook 
Lake  View 

Beaver  Island  St.Pk. 
Water  Valley 
East  Eden  Pond 
Iroquois  -NWR 
Quee  ns ton , Ont • 
Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 
Burg •  Sanc • , Frewsburg 
Iroquois  NWR 
Alfred 

Spring  Brook 
Iroquois  NWR 
Lake  side  Cem • , Hamburg 
Belmont 

Bentley  S  • ,  Jame  stox-jn 
Spring  Brook 
Iroquois  NWR 
La  ke  side  C^m • , Hamburg 
Erie  Beach, Ont. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Alfred 
Alfred 


Fisher 

Axtells 

Burtons 

Andrle 

Elderkin , Pillsbury 

Olsen 

Burtons 

Morse 

Elderkin  et  al 

Morse, Fisher 

Danner 

Morse 

Bourne 

Axtells 

Danner 

Grzybox-jski 

Andrle s 

Grzybowski 

Andrle  s 

Bourne 

,  Webster  et  al 
Morse 
Danner 
,  Me Kales 
Burtons 
Danner 
Wendlings 
Wendlings 
Bourne 
Bourne 
Morse 
Andrle  s 
Andrle , Bourne 
Elderkin, Pillsbury 
Olsen 
Brooks 
Danner 
Beebe 
Bourne 
Burtons 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

Danner 

Beebe 

Bourne 

Andrle, Byron 

Olsen 

Brooks 

Klingensmith 
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Water  Pipit 

May 

4 

7  Iroquois  NVJR 

Morse 

ft 

8 

5  Near  E.  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

If 

16 

12  Elma 

Danner 

^White-eyed  Vireo 

ft 

3,9 

1,1  Ole an,  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

* Yellow  thr.  Vireo 

If 

4F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

II 

12 

1  Forest  Lqwn  Cem. ,Bflo 

•  Webster, Samuels 

Solitary  Vireo 

11 

4 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

* Red-eyed  Vireo 

II 

12F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

ti 

13 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

* Philadelphia  Vireo 

II 

17F 

1  Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

n 

18 

1  Iroquois  NVJR 

M0rse 

Warbling  Vireo 

It 

1 

1  Allegany 

Grzybowski 

*Prothonotary  Warb , 

II 

13F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

17 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

VJeb  s  ter ,  Wendling  s , 
et  al 

*Golden-w.  Warbler 

n 

17F 

1  Tonawanda  Ind,  Res. 

Webster ,  Wendlings , 
et  al 

*Blue-w.  Warbler 

II 

23 

4  Allegheny  Res.  area 

Elder kins 

11 

11F 

1  Bentley  Sane t, , Jamestown  Elderkin,Pillsbur; 

II 

13 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

* Tennessee  Warbler 

n 

3-5F 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

13 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*Orange-cr.  Warbler 

II 

3F 

1  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

II 

15 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

Nashville  Warbler 

II 

1 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*  Parula  Warbler 

II 

16  F 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

18 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

it 

28 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Yellow  Warbler 

II 

1 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

1 

1  St.  Bona,  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

II 

1 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

It 

1 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

^Magnolia  Warbler 

II 

4F 

1  Burg • Sanc • , Frewsburg 

Elderki ns 

ti 

12 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

II 

2F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

*B1 ,-thr ,B1 .Warbler 

n 

3F 

1  Burg.  Sanc ., Frewsburg 

Elderki n, Fillsbury 

»i 

3F 

1  Oqean 

Grzybowski 

II 

3F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

6 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

6 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo 

,  Mitchell  et  al 

Myrtle  Warbler 

11 

8 

125  Bemus  Pt.  golf  course 
(all  on  the  ground) 

Elderkins 

M 

2-30 

1-10  Alfred 

Brooks 

* Cerulean  Warbler 

II 

6f 

1  Hamburg  Twp. 

Axtells 

II 

15 

1  Iroquois  NVJR 

Olsen 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

II 

3 

1  Olean 

Grzybowski 

*Che  stnut- s •  Warble  r 

11 

3F 

1  Olean 

Grzybowski* 

II 

6 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo 

.  Mitchell 
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*Bay-br,  Warbler 

May 

13F 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo, 

,  Webster  et  al 

ft 

13F 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Webster  et  al 

-  II 

14 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

ft 

18F 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Addrle,  Byron 

If 

18F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

If 

19 

1  Burg.  Sane . , Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

* Prairie  Warbler 

May 

20F 

1  Foster  L.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

Ovenbird 

If 

IF 

2  Harrisburg 

Grzybowski 

If 

3 

2  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

If 

3 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

La.  Wgterthrush 

It 

5 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

* Mourning  Warbler 

If 

13F 

2  Burg •  Sane • , Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

If 

19 

1  Beaver  Mead.R. ,  N.Java  Mitchell 

*Yellowthroat 

If 

4F 

2  Burg • Sane • , Frewsburg 

Elderkins 

If 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

M©rse 

;:'Hooded  Warbler 

II 

6F 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo 

.  Wendlings  et  al 

u 

• 

17 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

*Wilson9s  Warbler 

it 

12F 

1  Burg • Sane • , Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

ii 

18 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

* Canada  Warbler 

If 

13F 

1  Burg,  Sane Frewsburg  Elderkin 

II 

14 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

*  Ame  r .  Red  start 

II 

3F 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

m 

3 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo 

•  Webster 

II 

5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Bobolink 

•  1 

2 

1  Elma 

Danner 

* Orchard  Oriole 

II 

23 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Baltimore  Oriole 

II 

IF 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

IF 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

2 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

•  1 

2 

1  Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg  Bourne 

II 

2 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, 01 sen 

* Scarlet  Tanager 

II 

2F 

1  Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg  Andrle 

•i 

6 

1  Burg •  Sanc . , Frewsburg  Elderkin , Pillsbury 

II 

6 

1  Bentley  Sanc. , Jamestown  Elderkin, Pillsbury 

*Rose-br .Grosbeak 

It 

2F 

1  Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg  Andrle 

II 

2F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

3 

1  Burg.  Sanc ., Frewsburg  Elderkin, Pillsbury 

II 

3 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem, ,Bflo 

•  Webster 

*Indigo  Bunting 

II 

3F 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

It 

16 

1,1  Belmont  &  Angelica 

Burtons 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

6 

214  over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Axtells 

II 

22L 

2  St •  Bona • , Clean 

Grzybowski 

(several  reports  for  month) 

Common  Redpoll 

May 

3L 

1  Rosgburg 

Burtons 

Pine  Siskin 

II 

1-11 

2-50  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrle  s 

•  1 

6 

16 0  over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Axtells 

II 

7-10 

55  Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie 

,0nt.  Axtells 

If 

7-21 

40-3  Belmont 

Buttons 

II 

19 

18  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

24L 

■  2  Olean 

Grzybowski 
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*Grasshop*r .Sparrow  May  5F 

Tree  Sparrow  "  7 

May  11-14L 

Harris*  Sparrow  "  15 

White-cr .  Sparrow  "  1 

"  3 

"  7-10 

"  20 

White-thr.  Sparrow  "  27 

^Lincoln's  Sparrow  "  3F 

"  3F 

"  3F 

"  6 

"  13 


1  Orchard  Park 
1  Spring  Brook  (f) 
1  Belmont  (f) 

1  Sturgeon  Pt.  Rd, 
4  Belmont 
1  Beaver  Mead.R,,N 
40  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ft 
1  Eggertsville 
4  Alfred 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 
1  Ole an 
1  Eggertsville 
1  Belmont  (f) 

1  Forest  Lawn  Cem. 


Bourne 

Danner 

Burtons 

, Derby  A,  Clark  et  al 
Burtons 
.Java  Mitchell 
,Erie,0nt.(f )  Axtells 
Me  Kales 
Brooks 
Danner 
Grzybowski 
Me  Kales 
Burtons 

,Bflo.  Webster  et  al 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  188 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  60 
Total  for  1972:  248 


Statisticians*  Note  - 

Effective  as  of  the  1972  breeding  season  and  thereafter,  reports  of  Myrtle 
Warblers  outside  the  B.O.S.  Date  Guide  (1965)  dates  at  their  breeding  locality 
near  Foster  Lake,  Town  of  Alfred,  Allegany  County,  will  not  require  verification 
i-rrite-ups  • 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

REPORT  OF  MAY  BIRD  COUNT 

Date:  May  21,  1972 

Compilers:  Harold  and  Barbara  Dodge 

SPECIES  RECORDED: 

Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  division  numbers  where  the 
species  was  observed  when  it  was  observed  in  three 
or  fewer  divisions.  An  asterisk  (*)  preceding  the  name  of 
the  species  indicates  the  first  record  for  the  year. 
Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed 
written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds 
of  WGstern  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S,  1965 »  rev. 
1970)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  B.O.S. 
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Loons  -  Mergansers: 

Common  Loon 

9 

Green-winged  Teal 

9  (5,10,13) 

Horned  Grebe 

1  (26) 

Blue-winged  Teal 

105 

Pied-billed.  Grebe 

17 

European  Widgeon 

1  (10) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

154 

American  Widgeon 

9  (5.10) 

Green  Heron 

86 

Shove ler 

4  (10) 

Bl,-cr.  Night  Heron 

28 

Wood  Duck 

56 

Least  Bittern 

1  (15) 

Greater  Scaup 

19  (2,7) 

American  Bittern 

12 

Lesser  Scaup 

6  (3,8) 

Whistling  Swan 

11 

Common  Goldeneye 

4  o) 

Canada  Goose 

162 

Bufflehead 

4  (2,3) 

Mallard 

314 

Old  Squaw 

22  (2,3) 

Black  Duck 

20 

Hooded  Merganser 

4  (15,19) 

Gadwall 

8  (8,10,23) 

Common  Merganser 

8 

Pintail 

2  (5,10) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

8 

Vultures  -  Rails: 

Turkey  Vulture 

43 

Sparrow  Hawk 

59 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

7 

Ruffed  Grouse 

42 

Cooper's  Hawk 

9 

Ring-necked  Pheasant  152 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

141 

Turkey 

17 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

37 

Virginia  Rail 

2  (10,28) 

Broad-winged.  Hawk 

17 

Sora 

3  (6,19,23) 

Bald  Eagle 

1  (23) 

Common  Gallinule 

26 

Marsh  Hawk 

13 

American  Coot 

25 

Osprey 

6 

Plovers  -  Terns 

Semi-palmated  Plover 

17  (6,10,23) 

Least  Sandpiper 

10 

Killdeer 

499 

Dunlin 

10  (6,8) 

Black-bellied  Plover 

2  (8,23) 

* Short-bid,  Dowitcher  11  (21) 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

52 

Grt.Blk-backed  Gull  2  (8) 

American  Woodcock 

51 

Herring  Gull 

199 

Common  Snipe 

25 

Ring-billed  Gull 

781 

Upland  Plover 

6  (12,19,26) 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

20  (8,16,22) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

103 

Common  Tern 

217 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

13 

Caspdan  Tern 

1  (26) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3  (6,15) 

Black  Tern 

23  (7,10,23) 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

1  (10) 
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Doves  -  Shallows: 


Rock  Dove 

541 

Yellow-bel.  Sapsucker  21 

Mourning  Dove 

708 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

118 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

5 

Downy  Woodpecker 

312 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

20 

Eastern  Kingbird 

412 

Screech  Owl 

8 

Great-cr.  Flycatcher  201 

Great  H0rned  Owl 

20 

Eastern  Phoebe 

390 

Barred  Owl 

3  (21,25) 

Yellow-bel.  Flycatcher  2  (4,22) 

Long-eared  Owl 

1  (26) 

Traill's  Flycatcher  41 

Whip-poor-will 

6  (6,7) 

Least  Flycatcher 

233 

Common  Nighthawk 

5 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee  92 

Chimney  Swift 

671 

Horned  Lark  (praticola)  115 

Ruby-th.  Hummingbird 

102 

Tree  Swallow 

730. 

Belted  Kingfisher 

105 

Bank  Swallow 

768 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

461 

Rough-winged  Sx^allow  109 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

18 

Barn  Swallow 

2,014 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

14 

Cliff  Swallow 

54 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

55 

Purple  Martin 

1,002 

Jays  -  Starlings s 

Blue  Jay 

758 

Brown  Thrasher 

237 

Common  Crow 

1,127 

Robin 

6,165 

Black-cap.  Chickadee 

637 

Wood  Thrush 

574 

Tufted  Titmouse 

14 

Hermit  Thrush 

23 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

185 

Swainson's  Thrush  19 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

21 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  2  (6,8) 

Brown  Creeper 

24 

Veery 

207 

House  Wren 

513 

Bluebird 

130 

Winter  Wren 

7  (8,13,26) 

Blue-gr.  Gnatcatcher  15 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  3  (22) 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

20 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  31 

MShort-bil.  Marsh  Wren 

2  (5,16) 

Water  Pipit 

2  (26) 

Mockingbird 

10 

Cedar  Waxwing 

129 

Catbird 

958 

Starling 

5,391 

Vireos  -  Warblers 


Yellow- throated  Vireo  21 

Solitary  Vireo  25 

Red-eyed  Vireo  323 

Philadelphia  Vireo  15 

Warbling  Vireo  176 

Black  &  White  Warbler  40 

Prothonotary  Warbler  3  (5) 

Golden-winged  Warbler  21 

Blue-winged  Warbler  90 


♦Brewster's  Warbler  3  (7,26,28) 
Tennessee  Warbler  52 
Orange-crowned  Warbler  2  (17,27) 
Nashville  Warbler  97 
Parula  Warbler  6 

Yellow  Warbler  1,658 
Magnolia  Warbler  108 
Cape  May  Warbler  32 
Black- th.  Blue  Warbler  43 
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Myrtle  Warbler  2?6 

Black-th.  Green  Warbler  14? 
Cerulean  Warbler  33 

Blackburnia  Warbler  100 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  234 

Bsy-breasted  Warbler  69 

Blackpoll  Warbler  57 

Prairie  Warbler  1  ( 28 ) 

Palm  Warbler  4  (6,27) 

Ovenbird  172 


Northern  Water thrush  18 
Louisiana  Water thrush  7 
Mourning  Warbler  29 
Yellowthroat  632 

* Yellow-breasted  Chat  3  (7»28) 
Hooded  Warbler  6 

Wilson's  Warbler  28 
Canada  Warbler  66 

American  Redstart  303 


House  Sparrow1  -  Fringillids: 


House  Sparrow 

2,935 

Bobolink 

1,165 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

770 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

9,784 

Baltimore  Oriole 

1,064 

Rusty  Blackbird 

86  (26,27) 

Common  Grackle 

5,988 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1,754 

Scarlet  Tanager 

193 

Cardinal 

644 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

508 

Indigo  Buntirg_ 

216 

Evening  Grosbeak 

42 

Purple  Finch 

194 

House  Finch 

7  (id. 

Pine  Siskin 

117 

American  Goldfinch  2,739 

Red  Crossbill  2  (2?) 

Rufous-sided  Tcwhee  540 

Savannah  Sparrow  522 

Gras  shopper  Spa  r r ow  13 

~Tenslow' s  Sparrow  13 

Vesper  Sparrow  91 

Slate-colored  Junco  109 

Chipping  Sparrow  1 , 077 

Field  Sparrow  406 

White-crowned  Sparrow  188 

White-throated  Sparrow  90 

Lincoln  Sparrow  1  (13) 

Swamp  Sparrow  152 

Song  Sparrow  2 , 720 


GRANT  TOTALS  196  s  .es;  about  69,326  individuals 
COMMENTS  AND  COMPARISONS: 


May  21  was  a  generally  sunny  day  in  the  inland  territories.  The 
temperature  ranged  from  an  early  50  to  an  afternoon  high  of  75  to  85  -  rather 
warm  for  May,  There  was  little  wind.  Early  ground  fog  in  the  valleys  quickly 
dispersed.  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  were  quite  a  different  matter.  The  combina¬ 
tion  of  cold  water  and  very  warm  air  x-jith  just  the  right  moisture  content  and 
little  wind  resulted  in  heavy  fog  which  greatly  hampered  sightings  of  gulls,  terns 
and  shore  birds. 


This  brief  analysis  of  the  count  has  been  made  difficult  because  the 
entire  file  of  May  Counts  has  been  lost.  The  comparisons  that  follow  take 
into  account  the  previous  six  years  only,  since  it  was  not  possible  to  recon¬ 
struct  the  entire  history  of  the  count  in  time  to  meet  publication  deadlines. 
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There  was  a  definite  scarcity  of  birds  this  year.  In  number  of  species 
we  itfere  down  from  the  normal,  which  has  been  running  uniformly  between  202  and 
209  except  for  one  year  (1969)  when  there  were  only  195 •  May  counts  have  been 
generally  declining  in  number  of  individuals  over  recent  years.  In  1966  the 
total  was  over  100,000,  1967  gave  us  a  high  point  of  114,000.  From  then  on  the 

totals  began  to  drop  (1968-91,000?  1969-95,000;  1970-90,000;  1971-90,000). 

This  year  the  total  was  just  over  69,000.  Comparing  with  the  last  four  years 
which  were  quite  similar  we  find  we  must  account  for  a  loss  of  over  20,000 
individuals  this  year.  Some  of  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  foggy  conditions 
along  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  and  the  Niagara  River,  Gulls,  terns,  ducks  and 
shorebirds  were  off  by  about  2800  individuals.  When  we  look  at  the  inland 
species  we  see  that  the  most  of  our  remaining  17,200  loss  can  be  spotted  quite 
easily.  Swallows  were  down  3,000;  Blue  Jays  down  about  900;  Crows  down  500; 

House  Sparrows  down  3,000;  Red-winged  Blackbirds  down  5, C00;  Grackles  down  3,000. 
A  little  quick  arithmetic  shows  that  these  few  species  account  for  a  drop  of 
15,400  individuals. 

Other  species  varied  relatively  little  from  recent  counts.  Some  were 
a  bit  higher,  some  a  bit  lower. 

To  be  more  specific  with  regards  to  the  species  seen  on  the  count: 

As  has  been  noted,  ducks  normally  found  in  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Niagara 
River  were  either  low  or  absent.  But  other  ducks  were  about  on  the  average, 

A  European  Widgeon  seen  by  Robert  Wagner  in  Territory  10  marked  the  first  time 
on  the  count  since  before  1966  at  least. 

Turkey  Vultures  and  all  hawks  were  almost  exactly  on  the  average  for 
the  previous  six  years.  Ruffed  Grouse  was  average;  Ring-necked  Pheasants  were 
off  about  50 ;  Turkeys,  as  might  be  expected,  were  higher  than  any  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  six  years  (which  show  a  gradual  increase  in  this  species).  Rails  and 
Gallinules  were  average  -  as  were  Killdeer,  American  Woodcock  and  Common  Snipe. 
But  shore  species  were  uniformaly  low.  Greater  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper  and  Sanderling  were  missing  altogether  from  this  year's  count. 

Ring-billed.  Gulls  were  less  than  half  of  last  year  -  and  this  sets  a 
pattern  for  other  gulls  and  terns.  Only  Herring  Gull  was  equal  to  last  year  - 
and  this  figure  was  considerably  below  the  average  for  the  previous  six  year 
period . 


Most  other  species  were  very  close  to  average,  therefore,  only  excep¬ 
tions  (not  previously  noted)  will  be  mentioned.  We  had  the  first  Long-eared 
Owl  since  prior  to  1966  (from  territory  26),  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  were 
twice  as  plentiful  as  last  year  -  which  was  at  the  six  year  average.  Flickers 
were  half  of  last  year,  and  the  lowest  of  all  six  years  used  for  comparison. 

Eastern  Phoebe  was  at  a  high  -  twice  as  many  as  last  year.  Traill's 
Flycatcher  was  nearly  twice  the  six  year  average  -  and  dramatically  higher  than 
last  year.  The  same  can  be  said  for  Wood  Pewee.  H0rned  Larks  were  slightly  low. 
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House  Virens  and  Carolina  Virens  were  higher  than  any  of  the  previous  six  years. 
Wood  Thrush  also  was  high  -  about  the  same  as  last  year  but  about  one-third 
above  the  six  year  average.  Bluebirds  are  holding  their  own  -  up  slightly  from 
1970-1971.  Kinglets  were  both  a  bit  low.  Starlings  were  up  about  1500  from  last 
year  -  but  still  significantly  lower  than  the  15 » 000  -  17,000  figures  of 
1966-1969. 

Vireos  were  about  on  average  except  Red-eyed  which  was  nearly  five  times 
as  numbrous  as  last  year  -  and  considerably  higher  than  ary  of  the  six  37-ears 
considered  -  and  Warbling  which  was  high  -  up  a  third  from  last  year  which  was 
near  the  average • 

As  to  warblers,  most  were  near  to  average.  Golden-winged  was  twice  last 
year  and  significantly  above  the  six  year  average.  Blue-winged  was  near  to  last 
year  -  but  quite  high  in  comparison  to  the  other  five  years  considered.  Myrtle 
was  only  a  third  of  last  year  and  lower  than  all  but  two  of  the  six  years  com¬ 
pared.  Cerulean  was  higher  than  any  of  the  previous  six  years  -  as  were  Bay¬ 
breasted,  Blackpoll  and  Yellowthroat. 

Bobolinks  were  numerous  this  year  -  well  above  last  year  and  equal  to 
only  one  other  year  -  1968.  Eastern  Meadowlarks  were  lower  than  any  previous 
year  -  doi\rn  300  from  last  year.  Cowbirds  were  down  900  from  last  year,  but 
near  to  theaaverage  for  the  previous  six.  Cardinals  continue  to  increase, 
having  now  risen  to  over  600  from  a  figure  of  441  in  1966.  Rose-breasted  Gros¬ 
beaks  are  also  high,  although  down  a  bit  from  last  year.  Indigo  Buntings  were 
five  times  what  they  were  last  year  -  about  twice  as  numerous  as  the  average  of 
the  past  six  years. 

The  seven  House  Finches  in  Territory  11  mark  the  first  time  on  the  count 
over  the  comparison  period.  Goldfinches  suffered  a  small  drop,  as  did  Rufous¬ 
sided  Towhees.  Savannah  Sparrows  were  one-third  higher  than  la±  year,  which  was 
av  average  year.  Vesper  Sparrows  and  Slate-colored  Juncos  were  low.  Other 
sparrows  were  very  near  to  average. 

In  all  some  119  poople  helped  with  the  count,  covering  25  of  the  28 
Divisions  in  our  area.  To  them  our  thanks  as  compilers  for  their  excellent 
cooperation. 


AREA  DIVISIONS  AND  OBSERVERS;  (Names  of  compilers  are  underlined) 

1.  Fonthill,  Ontario  -  No  report 

2.  Thorold,  Ontario  -  Dr.  R.  L.  Somme rville,  Denis  Gardiner,  Ralph  Gardiner 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y,  -  G.  Rising 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y.  -  G,  JGhn  Lehrer 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.  ___  Gail  Seamans,  Jeanne  Seamans,  Richard  Beebe,  Tom  Beachy 
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6,  Port  Maitland,  Ontario  -  Edward  A.  Williams 

7,  Lowbanks,  Ontario  -  James  Braunberns,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Marjorie  Emerson 

8,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  -  Harold  Mitchell,  Dr.  Francis  Kenny,  Neil  Goodman,  Brian 

Lewenkowski,  David.  Wilcove,  Jane  Cole,  Henry  Schaefer 


9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.  -  /dice  and  Bill  Me Kale,  Clarence  Rote 


10,  Akron,  N.Y.  _  Robert  M.  Wagner,  John  Filor 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Harold  Freund 


12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.  -  Marie  &  Margaret  Handling,  J.  Amedick,  Dorothy  Danner,  Ray 

Frans,  Nellie  Karlak,  Pearl  Moore,  Gladys  Newman,  -Peg 
Schafer,  Dr.  Milton  Schultz,  Cornelius  Stumm,  Gertrude 
Webster,  Cy  Wolfing. 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y.  -  Kathryn  M, .Pixley,  George  Buckland,  Ronald  Calantonio, 

Harold  &  Barbara  Dodge,  Max  &  Jane  Mason,  George  Mahaney, 

Don  Thurau,  Dick  Kloos,  Richard  &  Marge  Pixley,  Bob  & 

Eileen  Hull 

14.  Hamburg,  N.Y.  -  Tom  Bourne,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Bourne,  Dr.  Robert  F.  Andrle, 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Leonard,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Miles  Firey,  Ruth 
Avery,  Lynn  Rochester,  Dave  &  Dee  Bigelow,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles 
Mauser. 


15.  Java,  N.Y.  -  Harold  &  Ina  Henzler  (only  area  around  Beaver  Meadow  Wildlife 

Refuge  covered) 


16.  Angola,  N.Y.  -  Frances  Rew,  Alice  E,  Ulrich 


17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y,  -  David  &  Dee  Bigelow 

18.  Dele van,  N.Y.  -  Blake  &  Marilyn  Reeves 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y.  -  Allegany  Bird  Club,  Mrs .  Katherine  Palmer,  Mrs.  David 

Richardson,  Marjorie  Main,  Mrs.  Brooks  Main,  Mrs.  H*  K. 
Smith,  Ada  Mills,  ?Ruth  Gilman,  Andrew  Mullen,  Larry  Wilson 
Mr.  &  Mrs,  James  Moore,  Mrs.  Donald  Smith,  Mrs.  Helen 
Beardsley,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  Fuller. 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  -  No  report 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.  -  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Douglas  Carlson,  Clarence 

Beal,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otto  Carlson,  Calla  L.  Freeman, 

Jennie  Freeman. 
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22.  Sherman,  N.Y.  -  Jamestown  Apdubon  Society,  Douglas  Carlson,  Mrs.  Nina  Bates, 

Mrs.  Lois  Buck,  Mrs.  Flora  Elderkin,  Firs.  Elizabeth  Pillsbury, 
P.  J,  Robinson,  Mrs.  0ra  Swanson 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y.  -  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Douglas  Carlson,  Richard  Bohall, 

Geraldine  Caswell,  Annabelle  Hiller,  Laura  Keller,  Lewis 
Kibler,  Steven  Maggio,  Robert  Sundell,  Roger  Sundell, 

John  &  Mildred  Williamson 

24.  Allegany  State  Park,  N.Y.  -  No  report 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y.  -  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

26.  Cuba  Lake,  N.Y.  -  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Mr.  & 

Mrs.  Richard  Rulison,  Sr.,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Keople,  Mrs. 
Alice  Driscoll,  Mrs.  Kathryn  Brown,  Mrs,  Frank  Resch, 

Mrs.  &  Mrs,  W©sley  Serra,  Mrs.  Benson  Smith,  Oren  L.  Smith, 
Sr,,  Mrs,  Rita  Ungerman,  Mrs.  Neil  Wilson,  Mr.  Joseph  Cherrl 
Mrs,  Helen  Goldthwait,  Mina  Guilford,  Dorothy  Burris, 

Herman  Barrett,  Cora  Willard,  Mrs.  Richard  Graves,  Mrs. 
Harold  Davis,  Mr,  &  Firs.  Harold  Sanborn,  A,  J.  Voorhies, 

Firs.  Mae  Truesdell,  Mrs.  Bret  Taylor 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y.  -  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Mr.  &  Firs.  Lou  Burton,  Fir.  &  Mrs. 

Robert  Keople,  Mrs,  Celestia  Abbott,  Mrs.  Anna  Ayres,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier,  Joe  Carrier,  Firs.  Sherman  Childs, 

Mrs:*  Frances  Hunt,  Firs,  Laura  Ingram,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz,  Joe 
FIcLaughlin,  Firs.  Mildred  Marshall,  Mrs.  Hazel  Nichols,  Firs, 
Nina  McMindes,  Mrs,  David  Bennett,  Firs.  Alton  Case,  David 
and  Dana  Presutti,  Mrs.  John  Sortore,  Firs.  A.  Harrison 
DeGroff,  Ted  Vossler,  Richard  Scott,  Norman  Ives,  Mrs,  Donald 
King,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Richmond,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Apsey, 

Firs.  Arthur  Runzo,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Win.  Serra. 

£8,  Alfred,  N.Y.  -  Mrs,  Bror  Larson,  Mrs.  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brooks, 

Firs,  Forest  Allen,  Fir,  &  Firs.  Carl  Burdick,  Fir.  &  Mrs.  Louis 
Ellenson,  FELss  Christine  Ferrand,  Fiss  Flary  Rosa,  Miss  June 
Babcock,  Mrs.  Catherine  Bernard,  Gayle  &  Gene  Bernard,  Fir,  & 
Mrs.  Robert  Brown,  Grace  Buckley,  Doris  Burdick,  Minnie  E. 
Clark,  Dale  &  Eve  13m  Coats,  Flary  Alice  Fuller,  Flarie  Graves, 
Claribel  James,  Fir.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Macauley,  Alice  Rayburn, 

Ona,  Donna  and  Ruth  Reynolds,  Mr.  &  Firs.  Harland  Snodgrass, 

Ted  Vossler,  Dorothy  Bayless,  James  Copenheaver,  L.  A,  Deverel] 
Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jay  &  Louise  Gibson,  John  &  Eleanor  Gilmour, 
Clarence  Klingensmith,  Dave  &  Carol  Lewis,  Kathy  MacDonald, 
Beverly  Perry,  Everett  &  Agnes  Rhodes,  Bill  Schneider,  Fiss 
Helen  Thomas,  Mr.  &  Firs.  Lou  Burton. 

7428  Back  Creek  Rd. 

Hamburg,  N.Y.  14075 
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Notice  of  Annual  Meeting  of  Members 
of  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  members  of  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  Inc.,  a  Not-for-profit  Corporation  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  will  be  held  at  the  Treadway  Inn,  7001  Buffalo 
Avenue,  Niagara  Falls,  Neitf  York  on  Wednesday,  October  11,  1972  at  the  hour  of 
8:00  P.M,  for  the  purposes  of:  (a)  electing  officers  for  the  ensuing  year? 

(b)  electing  members  of  the  Council  to  fill  all  vacancies  then  existing; 

(c)  fixing  the  dues  of  members  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  (d)  transacting  any 
and  all  other  corporate  business  which  may  come  before  the  meeting,. 

Cynthia  Millard,  Secretary 


President  Appoints  Nominating  Committee 

President  Harold  Dodge  has  appointed  the  following  members  of  the 
Nominating  Committee:  Joseph  F,  Thill,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Willard  Me Kale  and 
Miss  Marie  Wendling. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  on  October  11,  1972  this  committee  will  offer  a 
slate  of  nominees  to  fill  the  following  positions  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting: 
President,  Vice-President,  Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Treasurer 
Librarian,  two  Statisticians,  Records  Custodian  and  one  vacancy  on  the  Council  to 
complete  the  unexpired  term  of  Harold  Freund  (resigned).  In  addition  it  will 
present  the  names  of  nominees  for  three  vacancies  on  the  Council  due  to  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  three-year  terms  of  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and 
Kathryn  Praemassing. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


ss  otherwise  stated,,  meetings  are  held,  on  the  second  and.  fourth 
each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  o;)0  P.M.  m  the 

Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

September  13  -  Richard  Beebe:  "Iroquois  -  A  Refuge  with  a  purpose".  Illustrated 

lecture  on  Wildlife  at  Iroquois  National  Refuge. 

September  27  -  Open  meeting  in  auditorium  at  Science  Museum  to  inaugurate  the 

Society  of  Natural  Sciences  designation  of  October,  1972  as 
"Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Month",  an  honor  accorded  our 
Society  as  a  BSNS  affiliate.  Dr.  George  Sutton,  famed 
ornithologist  and  bird  artist  will  be  guest  speaker.  Dr.  Sutton 
will  speak  and  shoitf  slides  on  the  birds  of  Bathhrst  Island  - 
Arctic  Candda.  More  details  in  a  forthcoming  issue. 


Wednesdays*1©! 
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October  11  -  Annual  Meeting,  olection  of  officers;  program  to  be  announced • 

To  inaugurate  the  new  season  in  an  appropriate  manner,  this 
will  be  a  dinner  meeting  at  the  Treadway  Inn,  7001  Buffalo 
Avenue,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  See  the  next  issue  for  cost,  time 
and  other  particulars. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

September  10  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shore  birds  and  other 

migrants.  Leader  Robert  Andrle  (Tel,  649  -  5893)*  Meet 
7:30  A.M.  Vermont  St.  and  Busti  Ave. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Me Kale,  89  Larch  Rd., 
Eqgertsville ,  N.Y.  14226. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Rd.,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224, 

ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave,,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217 
Telephone :  8 77-7257 • 
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June  was  a  wet  and  unseasonably  cool  month  with  the  average  temperature 
60.6  degrees  or  2.2  degrees  below  the  norm  while  rainfall  was  a  record  6.06 
inches  or  3.52  inches  above  normal,  of  which  a  total  of  1.75  inches  fell  on 
the  22nd  and  1.U3  inches  on  the  23rd  in  the  tropical  storm  spawned  by  Hurricane 
Agnes.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport) 
This  weather  system,  which  stalled  over  the  northeastern  part  of  the  country 
when  blocked  by  a  stationary  high  pressure  system  over  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and 
bolstered  by  a  contributory  influx  of  moist  air  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  caused 
widespread  and  disastrous  flooding  in  the  Allegany  and  Genesee  River  valleys  in 
our  study  area.  In  addition  to  loss  of  human  life  and  property  damage,  the 
storm  was  destructive  to  nesting  bird  populations.  Reports  received  at  the  Museum 
of  Science  indicate  some  nests  blown  out  of  trees  and  shrubs  and  young  Tree 
Swallows  drowned  in  their  nest  boxes. 

Records  for  the  month  were  few  with  no  exceptionally  noteworthy  new 
species  reported.  Of  interest  are  the  continuing  reports  of  House  Finches  visit¬ 
ing  a  feeder  in  Eggertsville,  suggesting  that  for  the  first  time  a  colony  of 
this  species  may  be  establishing  itself  in  this  area.  Subscribers  will  also  be 
heartened  to  read  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  remarkable  variety  and  abundance 
of  breeding  birds  in  the  old  Tifft  Farm  area  within  the  shadow  of  one  of  the  most 
heavily  industrialized  and  populated  areas  of  the  City  of  Buffalo  and  now  hope¬ 
fully  preserved  as  a  sanctuary  to  delight  future  generations  of  naturalists. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  1^217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)-  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 


New  York  and  Adjacent 

Ontario" 

(B.O.S. , 

1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 

permanent  files  of  the 

B.O.S. 

Common  Egret  June 

7 

1  Evans 

Bourne 

B.-cr .Night  Heron 

it 

27 

2  Tifft  St. Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle, Dodges 

Least  Bittern 

it 

19 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Beebe 

tt 

29 

3  Tifft  St. Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle 

Whistling  Swan 

tt 

lb 

2  Crescent  Beach, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Pintail 

tt 

29 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Green-w.  Teal 

tt 

29 

U6  ,  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

European  Widgeon 

tt 

3  (male)  1  Iroquois  NWR 

McKales  et  al 

American  Widgeon 

tt 

29 

18  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Shoveler 

tt 

29 

22  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

(includes  2  broods) 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

k 

1  Red  House  Lake 

Sundell, Gulvin 

tt 

29(males)2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Turkey 

tt 

3 

3  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell  et  al 

it 

20 

1  Willing  (Alleg.Co.) 

Grzybowski 

Semipalm.  Plover 

tt 

lllL 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

tt 

16L 

1  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 

tt 

23L 

1  Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

tt 

16L 

10  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

Black  Tern 

tt 

27-29 

8  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle, Dodges 

Whip-poor-will 

tt 

2 

2  Cold  Spring 

Sundell 

Yellow-b • S  apsucker 

tt 

5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

28 

1  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

tt 

3,UL 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell  et  al 

Cliff  Swallow 

it 

26 

30  Lynch  Rd., Alfred 

Brooks 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

26 

3  Brown  Rd., Alfred 

Brooks 

Carolina  Viren 

it 

17,18 

2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Long-br.  Marsh  Viren 

n 

27-29 

10  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle, Dodges 

Short-b.  Marsh  Viren 

tt 

26 

1  Boston  Twp. 

Bourne 

Mockingbird 

tt 

25 

1  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

tt 

h-SL 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 
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Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

June 

Ul 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell  et 

al 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

it 

“Id 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Parula  Warbler 

11 

3,1 *L 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell  et 

al 

Myrtle  Warbler 

IT 

1-30 

2-U  Alfred 

Brooks 

Prairie  Warbler 

11 

13 

1  New  Hudson 

Grzybowski 

Wilson1 s  Warbler 

11 

2L 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

11 

21 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

-x-W  e  s  t  er n  Me  adowlar k 

It 

3 

1  North  Hartland 

McKales 

Orchard  Oriole 

"  12-23 

6  Cheney* s  Pt.Chaut.L. 

Sundell 

(2  adults 

&  h  young) 

(North  Harmony) 

11 

13 

2  Cheney* s  Pt.,Chaut.  L. 

Elderkins 

et  al 

House  Finch 

11 

1-30 

8-10  Eggertsville  (f) 

Ward 

11 

9 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

11 

1-3 

6  Alfred 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year: 

2U8 

Additional  species. 

subspecies 

and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 

1 

Total  for  1972: 

2H9 

BIRDS  OF  THE  TIFFT  NATURAL  AREA  IN  BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

Robert  F.  Andrle 

For  about  forty  years  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and 
others  interested  in  ornithology  have  been  observing,  studying  and  recording 
birds  in  the  Tifft  marsh  and  lands  adjacent  to  it  in  south  Buffalo  (see  map). 
During  that  time  large  portions  of  this  area  have  been  filled  by  refuse  and 
dredged  materials  so  that  cattail  marsh  habitat  has  been  considerably  reduced. 

The  largest  marsh  remaining  is  about  75>  acres  in  area  with  several  smaller 
remnants  indicated  by  the  marsh  symbols  on  the  map.  In  addition  to  the  marsh¬ 
land,  the  approximately  260  acre  area  dealt  with  in  this  report  consists  of  a 
mixture  of  grassy  and  shrubby  sections,  aspen  groves  and  woods,  large  willows, 
a  waterway,  an  old  ship  basin,  and  two  portions  of  old  ship  canals.  Most  of 
the  woody  vegetation  is  in  various  stages  of  succession  but  no  mature  woodland 
exists.  The  entire  tract  is  owned  by  the  City  of  Buffalo.  Plans  are  underway 
to  maintain  most  of  the  area  as  a  natural  preserve  which  includes  retention  of 
the  large  marsh  and  its  bordering  sections.  A  southwest  portion  of  about  I4.6  acres 
will  have  a  large  volume  of  refuse  deposited  on  it  and  will  be  contoured  and  re¬ 
planted.  A  new  pond  is  supposed  to  be  excavated  in  the  northwest  section,  and  the 
southern  part  between  Tifft  Street  and  the  railroad  is  expected  to  be  converted 
largely  to  athletic  fields. 

In  order  to  acquire  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  its  present  breeding 
bird  population  before  these  changes  occur,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Dodge  and  I 
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censused  the  area  on  27  and  28  June  1972,  and  I  also  visited  it  on  29  June, 

6,  7,  and  12  July,  on  these  occasions  only  covering  selected  parts  of  it*  A 
total  of  13  hours  was  spent  on  these  counts  in  the  area,  mostly  in  the  early 
morning  and  on  one  occasion  in  late  afternoon*  Although  these  counts  give  us 
a  fairly  good  idea  of  the  species  and  numbers  of  birds  breeding  in  and  visiting 
the  tract  at  this  season,  the  time  in  the  breeding  season  that  x^re  took  the  counts, 
the  number  of  visits  and  the  thoroughness  of  coverage  possible  did  not  allow  a 
degree  of  accuracy  that  could  be  achieved  if  more  visits  x^ere  made  starting 
earlier  in  the  season  and  specific  areas,  particularly  the  large  marsh,  were 
covered  more  thoroughly.  However,  unsuitable  x^reather  and  other  factors  pre¬ 
vented  the  project  from  being  carried  out  in  this  manner.  Probably  as  a  con¬ 
sequence,  several  species  expected  and  knoxm  to  be  present  in  previous  breed¬ 
ing  seasons  were  not  recorded. 

We  recorded  a  total  of  1*8  species  in  the  area.  As  usual  in  a  count  of 
this  type  it  is  difficult  to  be  sxire  whether  certain  birds  are  actually  breed¬ 
ing,  and  little  evidence  of  nesting  is  normally  found.  Numbers  of  breeding 
pairs  are  based  on  singing  males  heard  and/or  visual  observations  of  distin- 
gxiishable  males.  The  three  most  numerous  breeding  species  are  the  Red-winged 
Blackbird  (128  pairs).  Song  Sparrow  (7U  pairs)  and  Yellow  Warbler  (28  pairs). 

The  number  of  Red-x-jinged  Blackbird  pairs  is  probably  somewhat  conservative  be¬ 
cause  in  the  large  marsh  and  elsewhere  there  apparently  was  not  as  much  perch¬ 
ing  in  a  territorial  pattern  as  occxirs  earlier  in  the  season.  Sixty  (lj.6$  of 
the  total)  pairs  xjere  in  or  at  the  immediate  edge  of  the  large  marsh  and  the 
remainder  were  scattered  over  the  rest  of  the  area.  Song  Sparroxjs  were  also 
widely  distributed  in  thickets  and  aspen  and  xdLllow  edges  and  groves  throughout 
the  area  outside  the  marshes.  Only  three  pairs  were  noted  along  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  large  marsh  where  suitable  habitat  is  very  limited.  It  might  be 
mentioned  at  this  point  that  several  grass,  shrub,  and  cattail  marsh  areas  seg¬ 
mented  by  railroad  lines  lie  to  the  east  of  the  large  marsh.  Although  these 
limited  tracts  contribute  to  the  overall  bird  population  of  the  district,  there 
is  apparently  little  avian  interchange  betx^een  them  and  the  study  area.  Ten  of 
the  28  pairs  of  Yellow  Warblers  recorded  were  in  the  thickets  extending  north  of 
the  ship  basin  on  either  side  of  the  ship  canal  rxinning  north  from  it.  The 
others  were  irregularly  distributed  xihere  suitable  habitat  exists. 

Nine  of  the  16  pairs  of  Robins  counted  were  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  area  among  willows  and  aspens  along  old  Tifft  Street  and  the  railroad.  Ten 
pairs  of  Long-billed  Marsh  Wrens  were  recorded  in  the  large  marsh,  possibly 
somewhat  less  than  are  actually  breeding.  The  only  species  noted  that  could 
be  considered  birds  of  woodland  habitat  are  the  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  and 
the  Wood  Pewee,  one  pair  of  each  being  in  the  taller  aspen  and  willow  stands 
in  the  south-central  part  of  the  tract.  The  only  Broxm  Thrasher  found  was  in 
the  southx-jest  portion  of  the  study  area.  Very  likely  several  more  pairs  of 
Ring-necked  Pheasants  are  breeding  than  were  noted. 
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A  more  thorough  investigation  of  the  large  marsh  by  wading  and  boat 
would  certainly  increase  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  and  probably  species  of 
marsh-inhabiting  birds.  Rails  were  noticeably  absent  from  our  counts,  and, 
e.g.,  no  American  Bitterns  or  Wood  Ducks  were  found.  High  water  level  in  the 
marsh  and  the  diminution  of  calling  later  in  the  breeding  season  may  be  factors 
that  affected  our  rail  count.  Gallinule-Coot  type  calls  were  heard  in  at  least 
eight  places  in  the  large  marsh,  although  no  birds  were  seen.  Most,  if  not  all, 
of  them  were  probably  Common  Gallinules,  which  would  add  significantly  to  the 
total  of  four  pairs  that  we  calculated  based  on  sight  observation.  The  four  pairs 
of  Black  Terns,  although  ranging  over  most  of  the  large  marsh,  and  particularly 
over  the  open  areas  at  the  north  end,  appeared  to  concentrate  their  activities 
and  bring  food  to  an  area  marked  "BT”  on  the  map,  inhere  some  or  all  of  their 
nests  probably  were. 

Following  are  the  33  species  known  or  thought  to  be  breeding  in  the 
study  area  with  the  number  of  pairs  calculated  to  be  present.  The  first  number 
in  parentheses  after  the  pair  total  is  the  number  of  pairs  recorded  in  the  U6 
acre  southwest  sector  where  refuse  wi 1 1  be  deposited.  The  asterisked  number  is 
the  number  of  pairs  recorded  in  the  20  acre  southern  sector  along  Tifft  Street 
inhere  public  recreation  areas  are  planned. 


Red-winged  Blackbird 

128  (1^) 

2* 

Black  Tern 

h 

Song  Sparroitf 

7h  (13) 

7* 

House  Wren 

h 

Yellow  Warbler 

28  (5) 

1* 

Green  Heron 

3 

Robin 

16  (2) 

2* 

Blue-winged  Teal 

3 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

10 

Least  Bittern 

2 

American  Goldfinch 

10  (U) 

American  Woodcock 

2 

Common  Grackle 

8  (2) 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

2 

Traill’s  Flycatcher 

7  (1) 

1* 

Cedar  Waxwing 

2 

Catbird 

7 

1* 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

Starling 

7 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

Killdeer 

1* 

Black  Duck 

1 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

9 

1* 

Green-winged  Teal 

1 

Yellowthroat 

3* 

Sora 

1 

Mallard 

h 

2* 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

1 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

h  (2) 

Wood  Pewee 

1 

Common  Gallinule 

k 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

The  15>  species  listed  below,  followed  by  the  total  number  of  individuals 
of  each,  were  known  or  thought  to  be  only  visitors  to  the  area.  It  is  possible 
that  Mourning  Doves  were  breeding,  but  they  were  not  heard  on  the  counts  and 
only  on  one  occasion  itfere  they  seen  -  a  group  of  five  on  a  power  transmission 
wire.  Two  Eastern  Kingbirds  and  a  Warbling  Vireo  were  noted  on  6  and  7  July. 
Although  they  may  have  been  breeding,  we  did  not  find  them  on  previous  counts 
so  they  are  listed  as  visitants,  x^rhich  they  could  have  been  at  this  time. 
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On  12  July  at  least  four  Sparrow  Hawks,  probably  members  of  a  family,  were 
coursing  over  the  large  marsh.  They  may  have  nested  on  buildings  or  elsewhere 
outside  the  area.  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  are  here  considered  visitants,  though 
they  could  be  considered  a  breeding  species  if  desired. 


Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

2  (ad.&djnm. ) 

Eastern  Kingbird 

2 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1 

Barn  Swallow 

2 

Sparrow  Hawk 

5 

Purple  Martin 

2 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

Common  Crow 

1 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

7 

Warbling  Vireo 

1 

Herring  Gull 

8 

House  Sparrow 

3 

Mourning  Dove 

5 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

3 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1 

We  saw  female  Mallards  with  broods  of  £  and  h  young  at  the  north  end  of 
the  large  marsh  and  in  the  water  under  the  large  willows  along  old  Tifft  Street. 

A  Blue-winged  Teal  female  with  8  young  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  first  Mallard 
brood,  and  a  nest  of  this  teal  containing  7  eggs  and  6  recently  hatched  young 
was  discovered  in  the  grass  above  the  marsh  at  the  north  end  of  the  canal  extend¬ 
ing  north  from  the  ship  basin.  Three  Black  Ducks  in  the  large  marsh  open  water 
on  12  July  could  have  been  an  adult  and  two  fully  grown  young  from  an  early  nest¬ 
ing.  A  Common  Gallinule  with  two  young  about  one-third  grown  was  in  the  north 
end  of  the  large  marsh  on  29  June.  Eight  small  young  pheasants  were  flushed  in 
the  southwest  section  of  the  area  and  'another  near  the  northernmost  canal.  A 
Killdeer  with  three  small  young  was  in  a  power  line  right-of-way  fill  area  on  the 
east  side  of  the  large  marsh,  and  on  other  occasions  Killdeers  and  Spotted  Sand¬ 
pipers  acted  as  if  they  had  nests  or  young  nearby.  On  6  July  5  young  Black  Terns 
were  awing  over  the  marsh. 

At  the  present  time  the  Tifft  area  supports  a  fairly  abundant  and  diverse 
breeding  bird  fauna  composed  almost  entirely  of  marsh-inhabiting  and  nonforest 
species.  Our  recorded  total  of  33>3  breeding  pairs  (136  pairs/100  acres)  of  birds 
is  no  doubt  conservative  and  is  perhaps  at  least  1%%  less  than  the  number  of 
pairs  actually  breeding  there.  Thirty-six  per  cent  of  the  breeding  bird  pairs  we 
recorded  are  Red-winged  Blackbirds,  and  6%%  of  the  total  breeding  bird  population 
is  composed  of  the  three  most  abundant  species.  This  is  in  direct  relation  to 
the  preponderance  of  the  two  principal  habitat  types  they  prefer,  the  cattail 
marsh  (Red-winged  Blackbird)  and  the  shrub-thicket  association  (Red-winged  Black¬ 
bird,  Song  Sparrow,  Yellow  Warbler) .  If  a  succession  to  more  mature  forest  of 
native  trees  other  than  aspen  is  permitted  to  occur  in  part  of  the  area,  there 
will  be  an  increase  in  forest-dwelling  forms  that  will  enhance  the  overall  species 
diversity  assuming  that  the  shrub-thicket  type  is  maintained. 

Eight  bird  species  totaling  U5  breeding  pairs  were  recorded  in  the  south¬ 
west  section  that  is  destined  to  be  filled  and  contoured.  All  of  these  species 
except  Brown  Thrasher  occur  elsewhere  in  the  tract,  and,  although  the  loss  of  the 
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present  field,  shrub,  and  aspen  vegetation  here  ici.ll  reduce  the  areafs  total 
bird  population,  this  cannot  be  considered  a  vital  alteration  in  its  ecology. 

The  bird  species  eventually  reestablishing  themselves  in  the  filled  portion 
will  probably  be  some  of  the  same  ones  that  were  originally  resident  depending 
upon  what  planting  and  management  plan  is  adopted.  Excavation  of  the  new  north¬ 
ern  pond  and  transport  of  excavated  material  to  the  southwest  section  will  affect 
some  of  the  same  species  and  habitat,  possibly  including  some  marsh  at  the  north¬ 
ern  end  of  the  ship  canal,  but  this  disruption  and  loss  of  birds  and  habitat  may 
also  be  recouped  and  avian  diversity  and  abundance  even  enhanced  by  the  new 
aquatic  habitat  and  an  effective  planting  scheme. 

We  recorded  17  bird  species  totaling  21  breeding  pairs  and  22  visitants 
in  the  20  acre  southern  section  along  Tifft  Street  that  is  to  become  an  organized 
athletic  recreation  area.  Here  cattail  marsh,  shrubs,  thickets,  aspens,  willows, 
and  a  shallow,  reedy  and  grassy  pond  provide  a  good  combination  of  aquatic  and 
terrestrial  habitats  that  is  very  attractive  to  birds.  The  pond  especially  is  a 
focal  point  for  a  variety  of  migrant  and  breeding  waterfowl,  gulls  and  shorebirds 
in  addition  to  the  passerine  species  breeding  nearby.  In  spite  of  this  pond’s 
slag  fill  substrate,  its  shallowness,  a  fairly  constant  water  level,  and  suffi¬ 
ciently  developed  vegetation  serve  to  enhance  its  value  as  a  gathering,  feeding, 
and  resting  place  for  both  transient  and  resident  species.  No  other  place  in  the 
Tifft  area  is  similar  and  it  is  regrettable  that  this  pond  and  its  adjacent  habi¬ 
tats  are  to  be  eliminated. 

As  xtfas  mentioned  previously,  it  is  not  possible  from  our  counts  to  ascer¬ 
tain  accurately  the  numbers  and  kinds  of  breeding  birds  in  the  large  marsh  with¬ 
out  more  investigation.  We  recorded  about  90  pairs  in  it,  60  of  these  being  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbirds.  There  could  reasonably  be  I4.O  -  %0%  more  breeding  pairs  here 
so  that  a  total  of  135  pairs  might  not  be  out-of-line.  So  it  is  likely  that  the 
breeding  bird  density  in  the  marsh  exceeds  that  in  the  remainder  of  the  tract. 

The  importance  of  this  large  marsh  to  the  avian  ecology  of  the  whole  area  is  con¬ 
siderable.  Twelve  of  the  32  species  that  we  considered  to  be  breeding  in  the 

study  area  are  breeding  in  the  marsh,  and  this  includes  a  number  of  the  larger 
and  most  interesting  nonpasserine  forms.  At  least  half  of  the  total  U8  breeding 

and  visitant  species  that  we  recorded  are  attracted  to  the  marshland  for  one 

reason  or  another,  and  at  other  seasons  of  the  year  many  additional  kinds  are 
often  drawn  to  this  aquatic  habitat  or  its  borders.  It  is  apparent  that  this 
biologically  productive  community  contributes  significantly  to  the  avian  abundance 
and  diversity  of  the  entire  Tifft  natural  area. 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Humboldt  Park,  Buffalo  llj.211 
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NOTES 

Iir.  Robert  Curry  of  Ancaster,  Ontario  advises  that  he  has  secured 
a  forty  passenger  sight  seeing  boat  with  cpmfortable  accomodations  and 
ideally  suited  for  bird  watching  to  take  interested  persons  on  Lake  Ontario 
from  Hamilton  Bay  for  pelagic  birds  and  other  interesting  species  during 
the  coming  autumn.  The  first  trip  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  September 
1 6th,  1972  from  1:00  to  6*00  p.m.  and  the  craft  is  tentatively  booked  for 
similar  excursions  in  mid-October  and  mid-November.  The  project  repre¬ 
sents  an  ideal  opportunity  for  area  birders  to  get  what  may  be  their  only 
look  at  jaegers,  rare  gulls,  phalaropes,  brant  and  other  species  not  easily 
seen  from  on  shore  locations.  Interested  persons  should  telephone  Mr. 

Curry  at  1-416-648-6895  or  write  him  at: 

92  Ho stein  Drive 
Ancaster,  Ontario 
Canada 


Save  The  Date ! 


The  Society’s  Annual  Meeting  on  Wednesday,  October  11th,  will  be  held 
in  the  Treadway  Inn  at  70,01  Buffalo  Avenue  in  Niagara  Falls  at  8:00  p.m. 

It  will  be  preceded  by  a  dinner  at  6:30  p.m.  and  all  members  and  friends  of 
the  B.O.S.  are  invited  to  attend.  The  cost  of  the  dinner  is  -5.00. 
Reservations  should  be  made  by  contacting  Barbara  Dodge  at  649-4929, 
Katherine  Praemassing  at  836  -  1618  or  Marie  Wendling  at  632-6625  before 
October  1st.  The  Dinner  Committee  requests  that  those  interested  in 
attending  make  their  reservations  as  soon  as  possible. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in 
the  Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Sept.  13  Richard  Beebe:  "Iroquois  -  A  Refuge  With  a  Purpose."  Lecture  on 
the  wildlife  of  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  illus¬ 
trated  with  slides. 

Sept.  27  Dr.  George  M.  Sutton:  "The  Far  Far  North"  An  illustrated  lecture 
on  bird  studies  on  Bathurst  Island,  Arctic  Canada.  Note :  to  be 
held  in  Museum  Auditorium 
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Oct.  11  Dinner  (6:30  p.m.)  and  Annual  Meeting  (8:00  p.m.)  both  at 
Treadway  Inn,  7001  Buffalo  Avenue.  Niagara  Falls.  New  York. 

For  further  details,  please  consult  ’Notes'  section  on  pre¬ 
ceding  page.  Speakers:  Harriett  and  Falter  Klabunde:  ’’Out¬ 
standing  Birding  Areas  West  of  the  Mississippi  River.” 


06tt.25  Arthur  Clark:  ’'Silent  Fall”,  an  illustrated  study  01  avian 
mortality  at  three  Western  New  York  television  towers. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sept.  10  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds  and  other  migrants. 

Leader:  Robert  Andrle  (649-5893)  Meet  at  Vermont  Street  and 
Busti  Anenue  at  7:30  a.m. 


Oct.  8  Fall  Bird  Count.  Please  see  next  issue  for  name  of  leader  and 
other  details. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFT^  ..day 
of  the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  89 
Larch  Road,  Eggertsville,  N.Y.^14226. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  New  York,  14224 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  .25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICES:  2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
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THU  MONTH 

July  was  a  warm,  dry  month  with  an  average  temperature  of  ?1.0  degrees 
or  1.2  degrees  above  the  mean  with  rainfall  only  .99  of  an  inch  or  1.58  inches 
below  the  norm,  most  of  which  (.25  of  an  inch)  fell  during  thunderstorms  on  the 
15th.  ( i  eteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Buffalo  International  Airport) 

Despite  the  rather  flat,  even  weather  pattern,  the  influx  of  shorebirds 
in  their  autumn  passage  along  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  began  in  the  middle 
of  the  month  as  anticipated  although  the  continuing  high  water  levels  made  for 
poor  feeding  conditions  for  large  flocks.  Birders  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  were 
thus  delighted  to  discover  that  the  mud  flats  at  Old  Times  Leach  in  the  Buffalo 
Harbor  have  become  an  excellent  location  for  observing  waterfowl,  shorebirds,  gulls 
and  terns.  These  flats  were  formed  by  dredged  material  from  the  Buffalo  River 
pumped  into  a  diked  section  of  the  Harbor  covering  the  natural  sand  of  the  beach. 
The  nutriments  in  the  fill  also  encouraged  the  growth  of  water  plants  such  as 
cattails  creating  an  enviorment  most  attractive  to  waterfowl  as  well  as  for  the 
shorebirds  probing  the  mud  flats.  When  the  prevailing  winds  are  northerly,  the 
water  recedes  creating  optimum  feeding  conditions  for  large  flocks  of  birds. 

Interesting  records  for  the  month  include  a  Laughing  Gull  at  Chautauqua 
Lake  and  a  pair  of  nesting  Acadian  Flycatchers  at  Abino  Hills,  Ontario  where  this 
species  is  apparently  established  as  a  breeding  summer  resident. 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave,,  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  14217, 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  =  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  Records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  19&5)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 


permanant  files  of 

the  B,0 

.s. 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

July 

23,28 

5  Tifft  St.  Marsh,Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

Least  Bittern 

19 

6 

2  Mud  L . ,  Pt . Colborne , Ont • 

Axtells 

II 

8 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Axtells 

Gadwall 

July 

8 

1  Iroquois  NVJR 

Axte 11 

Green-w.  Teal 

II 

6 

5  Mud  L. ,Pt. Colborne, Ont. 

Axtells 

fl 

6,23 

1  Tifft  St,  Marsh,Bflo. 

Andrle 

Greater  Scaup 

•  1 

30 

1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Andrle s 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

4 

1  Langford  Pond 

Me Kales 

II 

28,31 

1  Times  Beach,Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

II 

28,31 

1 

,2  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Ahdrle  et  al 

Old  squaw 

July 

30 

2  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Andrles 

Hooded  Merganser 

fl 

7 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sunde  11 ,  Gor  d.e  n 

•» 

28,31 

1  Times  Beach,  Bflo, 

Andrle  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

ii 

10 

1  Ft.  Erie  Marsh,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

ll 

12 

2  Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne  et  al 

Broad-w,  Hawk 

ii 

1,28 

2 

,1  Alfred 

Brooks 

*Bobwhite 

•  i 

21,22 

1  Eden 

Greene  et  al 

Black-b^ll.  Plover 

ll 

26F 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle ,  Byron 

n 

29 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

Common  Snipe 

H 

8 

1  Tonawanda  VJMA 

Axte 11 

it 

23 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrles 

Upland  Plover 

ii 

4 

1  Ashville 

Sunde 11 

ll 

5 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

July 

8F 

1  Tonawanda  VJHA 

H.  Axte 11 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

II 

22F 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Least  Sandpiper 

n 

7F 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

II 

31 

2  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Bourne  et  al 

Short-b.  Doi'iitcher 

II 

28 , 31F  1 

,2  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle , Bourne 

et  al 

* Stilt  Sandpiper 

II 

28 , 31F 

1  Times  Beach,  Bflo.  Andrle 

, Bourne,  et  al 

*Sanderling 

It 

26  F 

6  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

* Laughing  Gull 

ii 

21 

1  Gr e e nhurst, Chau t. Lake 

Sunde 11, Gor den 

Franklin's  Gull 

July 

31 

1  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Bournes  et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

II 

31 

10  Times  Beach,  Bflo, 

Andrle 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

10 

1  Mood lawn 

Bourne 

II 

16 

3  Yates  Twp. 

Wendlings 

Barred  Owl 

II 

12 

1  Hamburg  Twp . 

Bourne 
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hip-poor-will 

July  9 

1 

Versailles 

Axtells 

99 

12 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

‘Acadian  Flycatcher 

«f 

6 

2 

Abino  Hills, Ont, 

Axtells 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

99 

4 

1 

Gowanda 

Axtells 

Tufted  Titmouse 

99 

2-5,15-16 

1,3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br.  Futhhtch 

99 

29 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Brox-m  Creeper 

91 

7 

2 

Allegany  State  Park 

Axtells 

99 

8 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

H.  Axtell 

19 

29 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

99 

1-31 

1-6 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

99 

4-6,27-31 

2,5 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

99 

6 

1 

Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Axtells 

Mockingbird 

99 

5 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Bourne 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

99 

2 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Me Kales 

If 

12 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

99 

2,6 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WM 

Me  Kales  et  al 

99 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

H .  Axtell 

Myrtle  Warbler 

99 

1-31 

2-3 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Northern  Waterthrush 

99 

17F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

Purple  Finch 

99 

4-11 

3 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ft,  Erie, Ont. 

Axtells 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  249 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issues  _ 5 

Total  for  1972:  254 


Red- tailed  Hawk 


Broad-winged  Hawk 


Sparrow  Hawk 


Killdeer 


1972  NESTING  RECORDS  -  1 

Compiled  by  Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 

Iroquois  NWR 

nest  on  dead  Elm  about  40  feet  high 
March  25  -  building 
May  20  -  nest,  young 

Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  N.Y. 

nest  in  cherry  tree  about  50  feet  high 

May  17  -  building 

May  22  -  female  sitting;  nest,  eggs 
Portville,  N.Y. 

nest  in  hole  of  dead  elm  about  40  feet  high 
May  23  -  female  seen  entering  nest  hole;  did  not 
leave  for  -§-  hour  during  which  nest  was  under 
observation  and  presumably  had  nest  and  eggs 

Gooseneck  Road,  Yorkshire,  N.Y. 

May  27-3  young  out  of  nest 
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Black-billed  Cuckoo  Toimsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  in  hollow,  2  feet  off .ground 
June  5  -  nest,  4  eggs 
June  7  -  nest  empty 

Arkwright,  N.Y. 

nest  in  beach  tree  stump  about  35  feet  high 
June  4  -  ne  st ,  young 

•  ,  ,  ! 

Two  Mile,  Road,  Clean,  N.Y. 
nest  in  dead  tree  stump  about  45  feet  high 
June  28  -  nest,  young  (almost  fledged  and 
popping  heads  out  of  hole) 

Downy  Woodpecker  Harrisburg,  N.Y, 

nest  in  dead  tree  about  35  feet  high 
June  11  -  nest,  young 


Pileated  Woodpecker 


Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 


Barn  Swallow 


Eastern  Kingbird 


Blue  Jay 


Common  Croitf 


Catbird 


Catbird 


off  Route  $98,  Franklinville ,  N.Y. 
in  barn?  16  nests  counted 
no  date  -  nest,  one  egg 
7  nests,  5  eggs  ea. 
nest,  6  eggs 

3  nests,  3  young  ea. 

4  nests,  5  young  ea. 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 
nest  in  apple  tree  about  8  feet  high 
June  6  -  nest,  one  egg 
June  9  -  nest,  3  eggs 
June  27  -  nest,  3  young 

Harrisburg,  N.Y. 

June  11-3  young  out  of  nest 

St.  Bonaventure,  N.Y. 

nest  in  elm  tree  about  ^0  feet  high 

May  12  -  nest,  eggs 

May  22  -  nest,  eggs 

Narrows  Road ,  Franklinville ,  N.Y. 

nest  in  hawthorne  about  4  feet  off  ground 

May  29  -  nest,  4  eggs 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  in  Hawthorne  about  6  feet  off  ground 

June  5  ~  nest,  4  eggs 

June  7  -  nest  empty 
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Brown  Thrasher 


Robin 


Robin 


Robin 


Robin 


Mood  Thrush 


Wood  Thrush 


Veer  y 


Ea stern  Bluebird 


Cedar  Waxwing 


Narrows  Road,  Franklinville ,  N.Y. 

nest  in  hawthorne  about  8  feet  off  ground 

Way  29  -  female  sitting  on  nest  (eggs) 

St •  Bonaventure ,  N.Y. 

nest  in  yew  tree  about  4  feet  off  ground 

May  19  -  nest,  3  young 

May  25  -  nest,  3  young  out  of  nest 

Narrows  Road,  Franklinville,  N.Y. 
nest  in  hawthorne  4  feet  off  ground 
May  29  -  nest,  3  eggs 

off  Route  #98,  Franklinville,  N.Y. 
nest  on  bent  tree,  10  feet  off  ground 
June  12  -  nest,  2  young 

New  Hudson,  N.Y.  . 

nest  in  hawthorne  about  5  feet  off  ground 
June  13  -  nest,  2  eggs 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  in  huge  hemlock  (ninety  feet  in  height), 

about  25  feet  off  of  ground 

June  1  -  female  sitting 

June  3  -  nest,  3  eggs 

June  10  -  nest,  3  eggs 

June  12  -  nest  empty 

Two  Mile  Run  (Glean,  N.Y.) 

nest  in  Maple  sapling,  7  feet  high 

June  28  -  nest,  3  eggs 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  on  ground  at  base  of  spruce  tree 

June  7  -  nest,  4  eggs 

June  20  -  nest,  one  egg,  one  young 

(second  egg  on  ground  out  of  nest) 

off  Route  #98,  Franklinville,  N.Y. 
nest  in  hole  in  fence  post 
May  15  -  nest,  5  eggs 
June  4  -  nest,  5  young 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  in  apple  tree  about  6  feet  off  ground 

June  9  -  nest,  4  eggs 

June  27  -  nest,  4  young  all  dead  at 

approximately  four  days  of  age 
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Solitary  Vireo 


Red-oyed  Vireo 


Golden-winged  Warbler 


Yellow  Warbler 


Yellow  Warbler 


Yellow  Warbler 


Chestnut-sided  Warbler 


Ovenbird 


Louisiana  Waterthrush 


Yellowthroat 


English  Sparroitf 


Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  in  poplar  ( Populus  tremuloide s ) 

about  6  feet  off  of  ground 

June  7  -  nest,  3  young;  left  nest  that  date 

Allegany  State  Park,  N.Y. 

nest  in  maple  about  6  feet  off  of  ground 

June  17  -  nest,  4  eggs  (one  Cowbird  egg) 

June  2 6  -  nest,  2  eggs,  2  young  about  two  days 
old;  (one  Cowbird  egg) 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

no  location  data 

June  27-3  young  out  of  nest 

Shongo,  N.Y, 

nest  in  yew  about  5  feet  high 
June  14  -  nest,  4  young 

Shongo,  N.Y. 

nest  in  maple  sapling 

June  14  -  nest,  5  young 

Shongo,  N.Y. 

nest  in  Hazelnut  sapling 
June  14  -  nest,  4  young 

Jareki  Road,  Franklinville ,  N.Y. 

nest  in  maple  sapling  about  2  feet  off  of  ground 

June  18  -  nest,  2  eggs  (one  Cowbird  egg) 

Allegany  State  Park 
nest  on  ground 

June  17  -  nest,  5  eggs  (one  Cowbird  egg) 

June  26  -  nest,  4  young 

June  28  -  nest  empty,  destroyed  by  predator 

Thorpe  Hollow,  Carrollton,  N.Y. 
nest  in  stream  bank 

June  3  -  nest,  4  young  (one  Coitfbird  egg) 

June  4  -  nest,  4  young  (one  Cowbird  egg) 

Thorpe  Hollow,  Carrollton,  N.Y. 

nest  in  goldenrod  plant,  one  foot  above  ground 

June  4  -  nest,  4  eggs 

June  12  -  nest  empty 

Breat  Vqlley,  N.Y. 

nest  in  hole  in  apple  tree  about  5  feet  off  of  ground 
May  31 »  -  nest,  3  young 
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Scarlet  Tanager 


Scarlet  Tanager 


Rufous- sided  Towhee 


Chipping  Sparrow 


Field  Sparrow 


Field  Sparrow 


Field  Sparrow 


Field  Sparrow 


Plumb  Brook  Road,  Great  Valley,  N,Y, 
nest  in  maple  tree  about  40  feet  from  ground 
May  29  -  male  and  female  building 
June  2  -  female  sitting  on  nest 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  on  hemlock  bough  about  50  feet  from  ground 

June  12  -  female  sitting  on  nest 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  on  ground  next  to  small  maple  sapling 

June  1  -  nest,  2  eggs 

June  3  -  nest  empty,  destroyed  bjr  predator 
Shongo,  N.Y. 

nest  in  yew  about  4  feet  off  of  ground 
June  14  -  nest,  2  young  Cowbirds 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nest  on  ground  next  to  small  maple  sapling 

June  1  -  nest,  4  eggs 

June  7  -  nest,  4  eggs  (one  hatching) 

June  13  -  nest,  4  young 
June  20  -  nest  empty 

Hanging  Bog,  New  Hudson,  :N,Y. 

nest  in  small  sapling  about  one  foot  above  ground 
Uune  14  -  nest,  4  eggs 

F rankli nville ,  N.Y. 
nest  on  ground  in  grass 
June  1  -  nest,  4  young 

Arkwright,  N.Y. 

nest  on  ground  under  small  maple  sapling 

June  4  -  nest,  2  eggs 

June  17  -  nest  destroyed  by  predator 

1209|r  Putnam  Street,  Ole an,  N.Y. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  3cience. 

Oct.  25  Arthur  Clark:  "Silent  Fall",  an  illustrated  study  of  avian  mortality 
at  three  Western  New  Y0rk  television  towers. 
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N0v.  8  Harold  D.  Mitchell:  Studies  of  an  apparent  mating  of  a 

Prothonotary  and  Yellow  Warblers  in  Bertie  Township,  Ontario. 


PROGRAMS  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  8  October  Bird  Count.  Walter  Klabunde,  leader?  call  leader  at 
754-4424  for  assignment  of  territories. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month. not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day 
of  the  following  month  to  the  compilers:  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Willard  McKale, 

89  Larch  Road,  Eggertsvillle ,  N.Y.,  14226. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y,  14224 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $2.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 


-105- 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 

BUFFALO  OM1WO  LOG  I C  A  L  SOG  f^H ,  INC. 

LI  E5R  ARY 

rtm&it  M.w  yormsbo 

NOV  2  9  1972 


Vol.  38 


SEPT  El '(B  ER  1972 


NUMBER  9 


THE  MONTH 

August  was  a  cloudy  and  wet  month  with  rainfall  measuring  4.19  inches 
or  1.14  inches  above  the  norm  with  only  ten  days  without  any  trace  of  precipi¬ 
tation.  Heavy  thunderstorms  occurred  on  the  3rd,  7th,  18th,  24th  and  27th  of 
the  month  and  prevailing  winds  were  from  the  southwest.  Average  temperature  was 
67.7  degrees  or  0.7  below  the  mean.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Buffalo 
International  Airport), 

Although  there  were  no  dramatic  weather  changes  precipitating  heavy  mi¬ 
gration  activity,  the  shorebirds  and  small  migrant  passerines  were  recorded  in 
good  numbers  throughout  the  month.  Birders  visiting  likely  habitat  for  mi¬ 
grating  shorebirds  were  rewarded  with  sightings  of  such  rarities  as  Buff¬ 
breasted  Sandpiper,  Marbled  Godwit  and  American  Avocet,  4  Western  Kingbird 
was  seen  by  the  Axtells  at  Wainfleet,  Ontario  and  Red  Crossbills,  more  reason¬ 
ably  cold  weather  visitors  to  these  latitudes,  were  reported  from  Allegany  and 
Chautauqua  Counties.  (See  Motes  in  this  issue). 

JUoseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 
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Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "D^te  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 


New  York  and  Adjacent 

Ontario"  (B.O.S. 

,  1965)  bas  been  received 

and  placed  in 

the  permanant  files  of  the 

B.O.S. 

Common  Loon 

Aug. 

14 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Great  Blue  Heron 

II 

29 

22  Burg.  Sanct. ,Frewsburg  Elderkin 

Common  Egret 

II 

19 

1  SUNYB  Lake, Amherst 

McKales 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

II 

1-31 

2-4  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo 

.  Andrle  et  al 

Least  Bittern 

II 

11 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Canada  Goose 

II 

29 

1  Burg.  Sanct. ,Frewsburg  Elderkin,VanGui33er 

Pintail 

II 

6 

2  Mud  L. , Pt . Colbourne , 

Ont.  Andrle s 

ii 

10 

4  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle,Amadon 

•  1 

29 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

Green-w.  Teal 

II 

10,16,25  1 

,2,2  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

Blue-w,  Teal 

II 

29 

250  Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

American  Widgeon 

II 

16,25,29  1,3,24  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Amdrle  et  al 

II 

29 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

Shove ler 

II 

25,27 

3,5  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Axtells, Andrle 

et  al 

II 

29 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

rite he 11 ,  Wright 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

1-31 

2  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

II 

1-31 

2  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

Old  squaw 

Aug. 

10 

1  Morgans  Pt,  Ont. 

Andrle ,  Amadon 

Hooded  Merganser 

It 

4,10 

1  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

II 

10 

5  Morgans  Pt.,0nt, 

Andrle , Amadon 

Red-br.  Merganser 

II 

6 

1  Camelot  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle s 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

II 

12 

1  Belmont 

Burtons s 

•  1 

13 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Cooper's  Hawk 

II 

27 

1  Wilson 

Axtells 

Turkey 

II 

6 

26  Brown  Rd., Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

15 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Killdeer 

II 

27 

200  Lakeside  Sod  Farm, Clarence  Cen,  McKales 

*Amer.  Golden  Plover 

It 

26  F 

1  N.  of  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

27 

5  Clarence  Center 

Axtells , McKales 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

II 

20 

1  Wilson 

Me Ka le  s , Klabund  e  s 

*VJhimbrel 

II 

18  F 

2  Evans  Twp. 

Bourne 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

II 

6 

3  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

10,29 

1,2  Prendergast  Pt. 

Elder kihs 

Willet 

<t 

8,10 

-  1  Times  Beach,  Bflo, 

Andrle ,Amad on 

Knot 

II 

27F 

•  1  Times  Beach, Bflo, 

Andrle s 

tt 

27F 

2  Clarence  Center 

McKales 

II 

30 

1  Tifft  St., Bflo. 

Axtells 

II 

30 

1  Woodlawn 

Bourne 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

It 

3,10 

1  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

II 

10,29 

2  Prendergast  Pt. 

Elder kins 

W. -rump •  Sandpiper 

ft 

25 

1  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle  et  al 

II 

25-28 

1  Prendergast  Pt. 

Sundell  et  al 

ti 

26,28 

2 , 5  Grant  Pt . , Ont • 

Axtells 

II 

26,29 

2,1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

27 

3  Wilson 

Axte  11s,  Me  Kale  s 

It 

29 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell ,  Wright 

II 

31 

1  Tifft  St., Bflo. 

Andrle , Wright 
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*Baird's  Sandpiper 

Aug. 

23 

1  Times  Beach,  Bflo, 

Bourne ,Grzybowski 

II 

25 

1  Lighthouse  Pt.,Chaut. 

Lake  Sundell 

Dunlin 

Aug.. 

10F 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle , Amadon 

Aug. 

29 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Axtells 

Aug. 

30 

1  Tifft  St.,  Bflo. 

Axtells 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

ff 

10 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle , Amadon 

ft 

20 

1  Wilson 

Me Kale  s , Klabunde  s 

ft 

28 

1  Grant  Pt . , Ont • 

Axtells 

Serai palm. Sandpiper 

ft 

4 

200  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

ft 

26 

1  N.  of  Lowbanks , Ont . 

Axtells 

^Marbled  Godwit 

ff 

20 

1  Wilson 

Me Kale  s , Klabunde s 

Sanderling 

ft 

8,9 

11,5  Bay  View 

Bourne 

ft 

29 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

^American  A.vocet 

It 

22 

5  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Benham  et  al 

*Wilson's  Phalarope 

Aug. 

28 

1  Grant  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtells 

* Parasitic  Jaeger 

Aug. 

25 

1  Times  Beach, Bflo.  Andrle,  Axtells,et  al 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

ft 

8 

1  Wood  lawn 

Bourne 

Little  Gull 

ff 

25-31 

1  Times  Beach, Bflo.  Andrle ,Axte 11s,  et  al 

ft 

26 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Caspian  Tern 

ft 

20 

1  Wilson 

Me Kales 

ff 

20 

2  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Schaffner ,A .Clark 

ft 

27,31 

1,3  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle s  et  al 

Barn  Owl 

ft 

15 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Common  Fighthawk 

If 

29 

60  over  Kenraore 

Webster 

ff 

30 

185  over  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

ft 

31 

50  over  Buffalo..' 

Me Kales 

*  We  stern  Kingbird 

tl 

28 

1  Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 

It 

15F 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

ff 

30 

1  Tifft  St., Bflo. 

Axtells 

ft 

30 

1  Rose  Hi  11  Rd., Ft. Erie 

,0nt.  Axtells 

Clive-s.  Flycatcher 

ff 

26  F 

1  NE  of  Pt.Colborne ,Ont 

.  Axtells 

Purple  Martin 

ft 

26 

40  Jamestown  roost 

Beal 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ft 

1-5,28 

2,1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

ft 

6,10,13 

1,2,6  Alfred 

Brooks 

M 

16 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

18 

1  Chautauqua 

Sundell 

ft 

25 

2  Rose  Hill  Rd,, Ft. Erie 

,0nt.  Axtells 

It 

30 

2  Tifft  St., Bflo. 

Axtells 

Brown  Creeper 

If 

5 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  s 

If 

6 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Winter  Wren 

ft 

6 

2  Alfred 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

1-31 

1-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

If 

28 

1  Lighthouse  Pt.,Chaut. 

L.  Sundell 

Mockingbird 

ft 

28 

1  east  of  01c ott 

Webster 

Robin 

ft 

26 

500  Jamestown  roost 

Beal 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

If 

12F 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

ff 

30 

1  Lakeside  Cera. .Hamburg 

Andrle 

Veery 

ft 

19 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

ff 

27 

1  Wilson  cemetery 

Axte 11s, Me Kale  s 
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Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

Aug. 

5 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle s 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

tf 

29 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Bourne 

Starling 

If 

26 

5000 

Jamestoxiin  roost 

Beal 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

II 

26  F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft, Erie, 

Ont.  Axtells 

tf 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

B1.-&-W.  Warbler 

tf 

29  F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Blue-w,  Warbler 

ft 

9 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

ft 

13 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Tennessee  Warbler 

Aug. 

10F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Andrle , Amad on 

ft 

25 

1 

Bewittville 

Sundell 

Nashville  Warbler 

ft 

12F 

1 

Lakeside  Cem. , Hamburg 

Bourne 

tf 

13 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Yellow  Warbler 

ft 

31 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Cape  May  Warbler 

ft 

25F 

1 

Dewittville 

Sundell 

If 

31 

3 

Lakewood 

Elder kins 

Bl.-thr.  Bl, Warbler 

If 

16 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ft 

29 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ft 

6,13 

10,1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

If 

12 

1 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Bourne 

tf 

21 

1 

Greenhurst 

Sundell 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

If 

21 

1 

Greenhurst 

Sundell 

If 

29 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mi  t  c  he  11 ,  Wr  i  ght 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

If 

26  F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

ft 

27 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

n 

25F 

1 

Dex-Jittville 

Sundell 

t? 

29 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

if 

27F 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

»f 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitche 11, Wright 

Pine  Warbler 

Aug . 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

Northern  Water thrush 

ff 

8 

2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

tf 

12 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Wilson's  Warbler 

ft 

27F 

1 

Wilson  Cemetary 

Me  Ka  le  s ,  A  xt  e  11  s 

Canada  Warbler 

8" 

6 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

ff 

14 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Common  Grackle 

tt 

26 

5000 

Jamestoixm  roost 

Beal 

Red  Crossbill 

Aug. 

10,11 

32,35 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Aug. 

14 

1 

Stoxtf  ( Chaut .  Co . ) 

Sundell 

*  C lay-c  o 1 .  Spar r ow 

If 

2 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Bourne 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrid 

s  previously 

recorded  this  year: 

254 

Additional  species, 
Total  for  1972: 

subspecies 

and  hybrids 

recorded,  this  issue: 

11 

265 

1972  NESTING  RECORDS  -  11 

Compiled  by  Various  Observers 

Pied-b.  Grebe  July  28  5Y  Tifft  St.Marsh,Bflo.  Andrle  et  al 

Great  Blue  Heron  April  15  ION  Feather's  Creek  Heronry, 

Belmont  Burtons 


-109- 


Vol,  38,  No,  9  "1972  Nesting  Records  -  11"  cont. 


Great  Blue  Heron 

April 

24 

3N  Town  of  Bird sail 

Burtons  et  al 

May 

29 

1NY  " 

tl  If 

June 

15 

62N  Iroquois  NWR 

(Seneca  Pool  area) 

Morse , Beebe 

Green  Heron 

June 

4-13 

N2Y  Belmont 

Burtons 

Mallard 

June 

2? 

4Y  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

And r le , Dodges 

June  ' 

29 

5Y  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle 

July 

26 

9Y  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

Black  Duck 

June 

29 

8Y  Iroquois  NWR 

(Cayuga  Pool) 

Morse 

Pintail 

June 

29 

4Y  Iroquois  NWR 

(Cayuga  Pool) 

Morse 

Blue-w.  Teal 

June 

27 

N7E6Y  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo, 

Andrle , Dodges 

June 

29 

8Y  Tifft  St,.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle 

July 

8 

7Y  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

Shove ler 

June 

29 

2  broods  -  Iroquois  NWR 

(Cayuga  Pool) 

Morse 

Mood  Duck 

June 

16 

6Y  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

June 

29 

1  brood  -  Iroquois  NWR 

(Cayuga  Pool) 

Morse 

July 

8 

9Y  Langford  Pond 

Bourne 

Hooded  Merganser 

June 

7 

4Y  Burge son  Sanctuary, 

Sundell, 

Frewsburg 

Er land son 

June 

14 

7Y  Iroquois  NWR 

(Long  Marsh) 

Morse 

June 

15 

2  broods  -  11  young 

Iroquois  NWR  (Seneca  Pool) 

Morse 

Red-t.  Hawk 

May 

28 

N2Y  Cane ad e a 

Burtons, Hale 

April 

2 

N  Tonawanda  MJIiA 

Schaffner  et  a 

April 

2 

N  Akron 

Schaffner  et  a 

Ruffed  Grouse 

June 

1-7 

N  Alfred 

(female  incubating) 

Brooks 

Ring-n,  Pheasant 

June 

28 

8Y  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle , Dodges 
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Common  Gallinule 

June 

29 

21  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle 

July 

23 

4Y  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle 

July 

28 

3Y  Tifft  St.  Marsh,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

Killdeer 

May 

14 

N4E  Rock  Pt.  Provincial  Pk., 

Ontario  Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

June 

27 

3Y  Tifft  St.  Marsh,  Bflo. 

Andrle , Dodges 

Mourning  Dove 

May 

10 

NY  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Great  Horned  Owl 

April 

15 

N1Y  Amity  Lake,  Belmont 

Burtons 

Red -be 11,  Wdpkr. 

May 

11 

N  Caneadea 

Burtons, Hale 

Eastern  Phoebe 

May 

19 

N3Y  Wales  Center 

Mitchell 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

July 

6 

NY  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Tree  Swallow 

June 

23 

N5Y  Belmont 

Burtons 

(young  died  : 

in  nest  box  during  heavy  rains,  June 

21-23) 

June  24  8N  Brooks 

(total  of  41  young  dead  in  8  nesting  boxes 

following  heavy  rains  of  preceding  3  days) 

Alfred 

Black-c •  Chickadee 

June 

19 

5Y0  Belmont 

Burtons 

Tufted  Titmouse 

July 

15,16 

2Y0  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br •  Nuthatch 

June 

26 

1Y0  Alfred  (Brown  Rd. 
Reforestation  Area) 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

July 

14 

NY  Spring  Brook  (h) 

Danner 

July 

23,24 

4Y0  Spring  Brook  (h) 

Dinner 

July 

25-31 

3Y0  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Robin 

May 

May 

12 

3 

N  Spring  Brook 

N4E  Beaver  Meadow  Sanctuary 

Java 

Danner 

Mitchell 

May 

19 

N4Y  "  "  "  "  " 

If 

Prothonotary  Wblr* 

July 

2,6 

NY  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Me Kales  et  al 

Myrtle  Warbler 

June 

15 

N  Alfred 

(1  young  cowbird  being  fed) 

Brooks , Burtons 

Orchard  Oriole 

June 

12-23 

N4Y  Chautauqua  Lake 
(Cheney's  Point) 

Sundell, Elder k 
et  al 
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Purple  Finch 

July 

4-11 

1Y0  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

(Rose  Hill  Road) 

Axtells 

Song  Sparrow 

May 

14 

N4E  Taylor  Holloitf 

Schaf  f  ne  r , Clark 

NOTES 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE  I 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  on 
October  3rd»  1972  it  was  reluctantly  decided  to  raise  the  dues  for  membership 
in  this  society  from  five  dollars  to  six  dollars  yearly.  This  decision  was  made 
after  a  report  from  the  treasurer  indicating  that  the  Society  had  operated  at  a 
deficit  for  the  preceding  year  largely  due  to  the  increased  costs  in  connection  ’ 
■with  the  publication  of  The  Prothonotary.  Individual  subscription  to  The 
Prothonotary  for  non-members  is  raised  from  $2.50  to  $3.00  yearly.  This  increase 
is  effective  for  the  fiscal  year  commencing  in  October,  1972. 

Arthur  Schaffner  Appointed  Compiler  of  Records 

Dr.  Robert  Andrle  and  Mr.  William  Vaughan,  the  statisticians  for  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  have  announced  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Schaffner  of  49  Northumberland  Avenue,  Buffalo  as  the  compiler  of  records  to 
succeed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale.  Art  assumed  his  duties  in  this  regard  on 
October  1st  and  all  readers  are  requested  to  send  future  records  of  bird  observa¬ 
tions  to  him  before  the  fifth  day  of  the  month  following  the  sightings  for 
inclusion  in  the  Society’s  permanant  records.  To  Bill  and  Alice  McKale  go  the 
Society’s  heartfelt  thanks  for  a  magnificant  job  well  done  over  the  past  four 
years. 

OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL  MEMBERS ,  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

1972  -  1973 


HONORARY  PRESIDENT 
PRESIDENT 
VICE  PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 

RECORDING  SECRETARY 
CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 
LIBRART  AN 
STATISTICIANS: 

CUSTODIAN  OF  RECORDS 


Mr.  Harold  liitchell 
Mr.  Harold  Dodge 
Mr.  Arthur  Clark 
Mrs.  Lincoln  Crone 
Mrs.  Charles  Millard 
Mrs.  David  Bigelow 
Miss  Margaret  Wendling 
Dr.  Robert  Andrle 
Mr.  William  Vaughan 
Mr.  Arthur  Clark 


Council  Members 


Term  Expires  1973? 


Term  Expires  1974:  Term  Expires  1975: 


Mr.  David  Bigelow*  Mr.  Paul  Benham 

Mrs .  R.  William  Rochester  Mrs.  Clarence  Rote 
Mrs.  Edward  Ulrich  Mr.  William  Vaughan 


^-elected  to  fill  one  year  unexpired  term  of  Mr. 
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Mr.  Richard  Byron 
Judge  James  Moore 
Miss  Frances  Rew 
Harold  Freund 


Vol.  38,  No.  9  “Notes"  cont. 


Red  Crossbills  in  August 

Several  times  between  August  6th  and  9th  I  thought  I  heard  a  flock  of 
birds  flying  overhead  giving  the  *morse  code*  flight  song  of  the  crossbills 
but  it  wasn’t  until  August  10th  that  I  was  able  to  convince  myself  that  I 
wasn’t  just  'hearing  things'.  Driving  west  on  the  Waterwells  Road  about  2  miles 
west  of  Alfred  I  was  stopped  by  a  flock  of  32  Red  Crossbills  who  were  so  ihtent 
on  feeding  upon  something  (Calcium  chloride?)  in  the  road  that  they  seemed 
oblivious  to  my  presence.  (One  immature  had  already  been  hit  by  a  car  and  is 
presently  in  my  freezer.)  I  was  able  to  observe  them  for  at  least  ten  minutes 
at  distances  as  close  as  15  feet  as  they  fed  in  the  road  or  flew  up  into  the 
trees  beside  the  road. 

With  7  x  35  binoculars  in  the  good  light  of  early  afternoon  I  first 
noted  the  distinctively  crossed  bills,  the  deeply  notched  tail  and  the  slightly- 
larger-than- sparrow  size.  The  absence  of  any  wing-bars  ruled  out  the  possibility 
of  White-winged  Crossbills.  The  most  fascinating  aspect  of  this  spectacle  was 
the  fact  that  no  two  individuals  appeared  exactly  alike  in  coloration.  One  or 
two  birds  approached  the  near  brick-red  coloration  of  the  typical  breeding 
plumage  but  the  rest  of  the  crossbills  showed  a  wide  range  of  gray  with  yellow¬ 
ish  highlights  above  the  rump  and  near  the  head  to  mottled  pinks  and  oranges  on 
the  back. 


A  repeat  of  the  sighting  occurred  the  following  day  on  Moland  Road  in 
Alfred  as  a  flock  of  approximately  35  Red  Crossbills  fed  on  larch  cones  beside 
the  road  just  one  mile  from  the  first  sighting. 

With  such  an  incredibly  early  sighting,  one  has  to  speculate  on  the 
reason  for  the  presence  of  this  fairly  large  flock  of  crossbills.  There  is 
ideal  breeding  habitat  within  a  half-mile  of  both  these  sightings  in  the  mature 
conifer  state  reforestation  land  but  one  wonders  how  their  presence  was  unde¬ 
tected  when  the  general  area  was  fairly  regularly  frequented  throughout  the 
breeding  season.  Of  course  it  would  be  impossible  to  cover  the  entire  state 
land  of  the  towns  of  Alfred,  Ward  and  West  Almond  adequately.  Because  of  the 
large  invasion  of  crossbills  last  winter  it  certainly  would  be  possible  that  a 
few  individuals  remained  to  breed. 

If  other  birders  in  the  B.O.S.  territory  have  also  reported  similar 
crossbills  sightings  in  August  we  may  be  in  for  another  winter  finch  invasion 
and  possibly  a  long,  cold,  early  winter! 

Elizabeth  W.  Brooks,  R.D,  #1,  Alfred  Station,  N.Y.  14805 
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The  Jamestown  Martin  Roost 


The  once  celebrated  Purple  Martin  roost  at  Jamestown*  apparently  is 
a  thing  of  the  past.  Hr.  Clarence  Beal  of  that  city  who  has  tabulated  the 
numbers  of  migrating  martins  and  other  species  at  the  roost  for  many  years 
writes: 


"I  went  to  the  bird  roost  at  Buffalo  and  Allen  Streets 
on  the  evening  of  August  26th.  There  were  about  40 
purple  martins  flying  overhead  until  sundown.  This 
low  number  reflects  the  low  summer  population  in 
this  area  this  year.  The  shift  in  southward  flight 
as  mentioned  by  Dr.  Axtell  during  recent  .  •  •  years 
may  account  for  part  of  the  decline  from  the  thou¬ 
sands  formerly  reported  in  this  area.  He  reports 
them  flying  westward  from  Fort  Brie  north  of  the 
lake . 

Population  Aug.  26  Jamestown  Roost  -  Purple  Martin  - 
40;  Common  Grackle  -  5000;  Starling  -  5000;  Robin  - 
500." 

*  -  see  Beardslee,  C.  S.  and  Mitchell,  H.  D.,  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier 

Region,  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  Bulletin  22,  pp,  316  -  317 »  1965. 


PROGRAMS  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  at  8:00  P,  M.  in  the 
Society's  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Oct.  25  "Silent  Fall"  An  illustrated  study  of  avian  mortality  at 

three  Western  New  York  television  towers,  b}r  Arthur  R.  Clark. 

N0v,  8  "Apparent  Mating  of  Prothonotary  and  Yellow  Warblers." 

An  illustrated  lecture  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 

Report  on  October  Count  by  Walter  Klabunde,  leader. 

Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  by  William  C.  Vaughan,  leader. 

Dec.  13  A  Survey  of  Recent  Bird  Literature  by  Marie  A,  Wendling, 
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PROGRAMS  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Nov,  19  Niagara  Loop,  Alice  E,  Ulrich,  leader  (tel,  833-8896). 

Meet  8:30  A.M.,  Vermont  and  Busti, 

Dec.  17  Christmas  Bird  Count,  William  C,  Vaughan,  leader  (tel,  773-3419). 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler  :  Mr,  Arthur  Schaffner,  49  Northumberland 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  14215. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS;  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Mrs,  Lincoln  E,  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 

.  . « '  ■  *  ' 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  A.ve,,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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THE  MONTH 

September  was  a  mild  month  with  an  average  temperature  of 
1.4  degrees  above  the  mean  and  recorded  rainfall  of  3 .06  inches  or 
the  norm.  Heavy  precipitation  occurred  only  on  one  day,  the  24th, 
inches  of  rain  fell  during  thunderstorms.  (Meteorological  data  as 
Buffalo  International  Airport). 

Only  one  day  of  notable  migration  activity  can  be  determined  from  the 
records  of  observations  sent  to  the  compiler.  On  September  27th,  flocks  of  mi¬ 
grating  Canada  Geese  were  reported  throughout  the  study  area  coinciding  with  a 
shift  of  winds  to  a  northerly  direction  and  a  sharp  temperature  drop.  However, 
the  number  of  species  and  individuals  reported  throughout  the  month  compares 
favorably  with  other  Septembers.  Mr.  Arthur  Clark* s  investigation  of  avian 
mortality  at  television  towers  during  the  month  indicates  remarkably  light  kills 
due  no  doubt  to  the  meteorological  phenomenon  of  most  weather  fronts  passing  ■' 
through  the  area  during  the  daylight  hours,  thereby  allowing  nocturnal  passerine 
migrants  to  fly  on  clear  nights  with  little  cloud  cover. 

Red  Crossbills,  first  reported  in  numbers  in  Allegany  County  in  August, 
continued  to  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Alfred  throughout  September.  A  Slack- 
logged  Kittiwake,  seen  on  the  Niagara  River  on  the  14th,  represents  the  earliest 
fall  record  for  this  species  in  our  study  area.  A  second  Western  Kingbird  re-  . 
ported  from  Hamburg  and  a  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  from  Erie  Beach,  Ontario  are 
other  interesting  birds  observed  during  the  month. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue , Kenmore ,  New  York  14217 


NUMBER  10 


62.8  degrees, 

.07  inches  below 
when  1.26 
recorded  at 


'■’Sh) 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable  detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds 
of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S, 


Common  Loon 

Horned  Grebe 
Pied-b .  Grebe 
Great  Blue  H©ron 

Common  Egret 


Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Canada  Goose 


Mallard 

Pintail 

Green-w.  Teal 
Blue-w,  Teal 
Amer.  Widgeon 

Shove ler 

Redhead 


Sept. 

5F 

1 

•  I 

19 

1 

II 

17F 

1 

II 

6 

43 

II 

2,4 

20,25 

II 

6 

47 

II 

2,3 

1 

II 

4 

1 

II 

7 

1 

II 

20 

2 

tt 

27 

4 

II 

15 

115 

II 

16 

8 

If 

18 

31 

II 

22 

433 

ft 

26 

280 

II 

27 

140 

II 

27 

76 

II 

27 

80 

II 

27 

450 

It 

27 

500 

II 

27 

290 

II 

28 

1953 

If 

30 

70 

II 

30 

244 

II 

6 

907 

II 

6 

67 

ft 

12 

3 

tl 

6 

92 

II 

6 

847 

II 

6 

428 

II 

20 

500 

II 

6 

1 

It 

11 

4 

Sept. 

11 

13 

Morgan '  s  Pt . , Ont • 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Burg .  Sanc t . , Frewsburg 
Iroquois  NWR 
Amherst  SUNY  Campus 

Kenney  S^amp 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Langford 
Alfred 

Iroquois  NWR 
Alfred 
Belmont 
Caneadea . 

Chaffee 

Springbrook 

Franklinville 

Eggertsville 

Iroquois  NWR 

Alfred 

Alfred 

Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Times  Beach, Bflo. 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Wilson 

Times  Beach,  Bflo, 


Axtells 

Axtells 

Axtells 

Morse 

Elder kin 

M0rse 

Axtell , Kraetz  *  s , 
Me  Kales 

Burtons,  et  al 
Beebe  >• 

Webbs 

Morse 

Morse 

Webbs 

Klingensmith 

M0rse 

Brooks 

Burtons,  et  al 

Burtons,  et  al 

Burtons,  et  al 

Danner 

Grzybowski 

Me  Kales 

Morse 

Brooks 

Klingensmith 

Morse 

Morse 

Andrle 

Morse 

M0rse 

Morse 

Webbs 

Morse 

Axtells 

Axtells 
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Common  Goldeneye 

Sept, 

1-12 

2  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

•  9 

10 

1  Rockhouse  Pt. ,  Ont, 

Andrle ,  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

If 

11 

2  Langford 

Bourne 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

6 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

ft 

14 

6  over  Morgans  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtells 

»• 

14 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

ft 

27 

1  Town  of  Evans 

Bourne 

ft 

29 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Osprey 

ff 

4 

1  Keeney  Swamp 

Bur to ns, et  al 

tl 

14 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

ff 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

ff 

17,28 

3,5  Allegheny  Res. 

Grzybowski 

ff 

23 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Turkey 

If 

1-30 

296  Wwps.  of  Humphrey, Great  Valley 

Franklinville ,  Ellicottville  Grzybowski 

Amer •  Golden  Plover 

ff 

3 

6  Lakeside  Sod  Farm, Clarence 

Ctr.  Me Kales 

If 

8 

1  Bayview 

Bourne 

Bl.-b.  Plover 

ff 

5 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

ft 

14 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

BSlitary  Sandpiper 

ff 

5 

2  Prendergast  Pt. 

Elder kin 

ft 

4  12 

1  Watson  Pond ,W. Almond 

Burtons 

Knot 

ff 

4-9 

1  Tiff t  St*, Bflo. 

Axtells 

ft 

12 

3  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Axtells 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ft 

5 

6  Prendergast  Pt. 

Elder kin 

ft 

12 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

ft 

27 

70  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

W.-rump • Sandpiper 

ft 

1,4 

1,1  Tifft  St., Bflo. 

Axtells 

ff 

3 

4  Wilson 

Me Kales 

ft 

11 

1  Wilson 

Axtells 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

ft 

15 

3  Wilson 

Axtells 

ft 

16 

1  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Sundell,  et  al 

ff 

17,19 

1,1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ff 

21 

1  Prendergast  Pt. 

Sundell 

Dunlin 

ft 

3 

5  Wilson 

Me  Kales 

ft 

12 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

3ourne 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

ff 

'5 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

M0rse 

ft 

12 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

Buff-br*  Sandpiper 

ff 

12 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

*Red  Ffialarope 

Sept. 

16 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont • 

Sundell,  et  al 

^Northern  Phalarope 

If 

3 

1  Enen 

Me Kales 

ft 

11 

1  Wilson 

Axtells 

tl 

16 

11  Chippawa,  Ont, 

Sundell,  et  al 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

If 

12 

1  Bayview 

Bourne 

ft 

19 

1  Niagara  F«lls,0nt. 

Axtell 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

If 

10 

5  Grant  Pt . , Ont • 

Andrle, et  al 

Franklin's  Gull 

ft 

12 

1  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

Little  Gull 

ft 

’‘1-11 

1  Times  Beach,.  Bflo., 

Axtells, 

Andrle ,  et  al 

ft 

10 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,  0nt. 

Andrle 

It 

12 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

If 

14 

8  Niagara  Falls,0nt. 

Axtells 

It 

16 

5  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Sundell,  et  al 
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:Black-le  g .  Kittiwake 

Sept 

1 — 1 

• 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells , Byron 

:Forster's  Tern 

ft 

7F 

1 

Bemus  Pt • , Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

ft 

12 

2 

Roc  khouse  Pt . , Ont . 

/Axt  ells 

If 

17 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrles 

Common  Tern 

tf 

17  1100 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrles 

Caspian  Tern 

It 

10 

2 

Grant  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Black  Tern 

tf 

17 

200 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrles 

Long-eared  Owl 

tf 

20 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Red-bell.  Wdpkr. 

tf 

9 

2 

S.  Hill  Rd.,  Hamburg 

Webbs 

Red-rhd .  Wdpkr  • 

rt 

5 

2 

Prendergast  Pt. 

Elderkin 

it 

5 

4 

NW.  of  Ridgeway, Ont. 

Axtells 

ft 

7 

2 

NE.  of  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Eastern  Kingbird 

it 

16  L 

1 

Ellioottville 

Grzybowski 

Western  Kingbird 

ft 

12 

1 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Bourne 

Yell. -b. Flycatcher 

it 

1 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem.,Bflo. 

Axtells 

it 

2 

1 

Wilson  Cem. 

Axtells ,Kraetzs 

it 

7 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ft 

9 

1 

Tifft  St • , Bf lo . 

Axtells 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

it 

2L 

1 

Wilson  Cem. 

Axtells , Kraetz  s 

Bank  Swallow 

if 

15L 

1 

Wilson 

Axtells 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ft 

1-9 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

•i 

12 

2 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Bourne 

ft 

21-23 

3 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

ft 

1 

1 

Greenhurst 

Sundell 

ft 

1 

1 

Bemus  Pt . , Chaut . L • 

Sundell 

ft 

1-30 

1-2 

Springbrook 

Danner 

if 

3 

3 

Hamburg 

Me Kale  s 

ft 

3 

4 

Alfred 

Brooks 

tf 

4 

10 

Keeney  S^amp 

Burtons,  et  al" 

it 

4 

1 

Town  of  Birdsall 

Burtons,  et  al 

ft 

10 

1 

Hamburg  Village 

Bourne 

it 

12,13 

2,1 

Hamburg 

Webbs 

it 

16 

2 

-Alfred 

Brooksi 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

1-27 

1-2 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ft 

21 

1 

Lighthouse  Pt., Chaut.  L. 

Sundell 

Mockingbird. 

ft 

11 

1 

near  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

Hermit  Thrush 

7" 

9F 

1 

Tifft  St.,  Bflo, 

Axtells 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

it 

13F 

1 

Hamburg  Village 

Bourne 

tf 

13F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

ft 

18 

1 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

24 

6 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

ft 

29 

1 

Town  of  Ward 

Burtons 

Veery 

ft 

12L 

1 

Mor gan  * s  Pt . , Ont • 

Axtells 

E,  Bluebird 

ft 

17 

6 

NW.  of  Rid geway ,  Ont, 

Axtells 

II 

26 

2 

Angelica 

Burtons 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

if 

1 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem,,Bflo. 

Axte 11s 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

3 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

Sp'pt . 

19F 

2 

Morgan* s’  Ft*,*,  Ont. 

Andrle set  al 

It 

11,15 

1,2 

Wilson  Cem, 

Axtells 

ft 

16 

15 

Alfred 

Brooks 

-119- 


Vol.  38,  No.  10  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Philadelphia  Vireo 

Sept. 

1 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

If 

11 

1  Wilson  Cem. 

Axtells 

M 

18 

1  Hamburg  Village 

Bourne 

Blue-w,  Warbler 

fl 

3L 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

If 

27F 

1  Town  of  Eden 

Bourne 

Yellow  Warbler 

ft 

10L 

2  Hamburg 

Webbs 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

16 

20  Alfred 

Brooks 

Pine  Warbler 

If 

18 

1  Hamburg  Village 

Bourne 

Palm  Warbler 

fl 

5F 

1  Morgan's  Ft, ,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ff 

9 

1  Tifft  St.,  Bflo, 

.Axtells 

Conn,  Warbler 

fl 

25 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

If 

27L 

2  Tox-m  of  Evans 

Bourne 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Sept, 

11F 

1  Wilson  Cem. 

Axtells 

House  Finch 

"  1- 

-10,30 

1,4  Snyder 

Ward 

Red  Crossbill 

Sept, 

10,11 

6,11  Alfred- 

Klingensmith 

Sept. 

15,17 

6,12  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Pine  Siskin 

If 

27F 

2  Franklinville 

Grzybowski 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

tf 

24F 

3  Alfred 

Brooks 

"  28 

,29,30/1,1,3  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

White-thr •  Sparrow 

ff 

2F 

1  Wilson  Cem. 

.Axtells 

fl 

10 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,  Ont. 

Andrle ,  et  al 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

If 

11F 

1  Tifft  St.,  Bflo. 

Axtells 

If 

12-18 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ft.  Erie, 

Ont,  Axtells 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  ^previously  recorded  this  year:  265 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  _ 4 

Total  for  19?2  269 


1972  NESTING  RECORDS  -  111 


Compiled  by  Various  Observers 


Pied-b •  Grebe 

Aug. 

10 

3Y0 

Tifft  Marsh, Bflo. 

Andrle , 

Mallard  (a) 

Aug. 

4 

6Y 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

Mallard  (b) 

Aug. 

13 

HI 

Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle 

Turkey 

Aug. 

6 

20Y0 

Brown  Rd., Alfred 

Brooks 

(with 

6  adults) 

Red-e,  Vireo 

Aug . 

6 

1Y0 

Alfred 

Brooks 

American  Goldfinch 

Aug . 

5 

N6E 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Aug. 

13 

N2E4Y 

Aug . 

17 

N6Y 

Sept. 

2 

nest  empty 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

1972  COOPERATIVE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY  (FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE) 

Compiled  by  Walter  Klabunde 


"About-,  the  time  I  reach 
Stop  forty- three 

I  start  wondering  what  Chan  Robbins 
Ever  did  for  me!" 

(Reprinted  from  'The  Aukless' 

4.0. U.  Meeting,  Seattle,  1971) 


Since  1966  E.O.S,  members  have  cooperated  with  the  Bureau  of 

Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  in  carrying  out  a  breeding  bird  survey  following  the 

plans  and  rules  described  in  Prothonotary ,  Vol,  33  No,  10,  pages  123-7  (1967) 
and  Vol.  34  No,  10,  page  112  (1968) .  This  year  eighteen  of  the  nineteen  routes 

are  covered  in  this  report.  Our  thanks  go  to  the  follox-jing  members  who  made  this 


report  possible. 

Observer 

Assistant 

Route  Number 

Sz  Names 

Gus  Yaki 

James  Yaki 

0 

. 

1 

Dunnville 

Lou  L,  Burton 

Doris  Burton 

0 

- 

4  5 

Phillip's  Creek 

Clarence  Klingensmith 

Dean  Hoover 

0 

- 

46 

Swain 

Alice  Ulrich 

Meridith  Lovelace 

0 

- 

52 

Mt.  Morris 

Marian  Crone 

Lincoln  Crone 

0 

- 

53 

Hamburg 

Marie  Vendling 

Margaret  Wendling 

0 

- 

54 

West  Seneca  . 

Robert  F,  Andrle 

Patricia  Andrle 

0 

- 

55 

Gainsville 

Dnvid  Bigelow 

Dee  Bigelow 

0 

- 

56 

Cattaraugus 

Paul  Benham 

Mary  Benham 

0 

- 

57 

East  Java 

Robert  F,  Andrle 

Patricia  Andrle 

0 

58 

Castile 

Stephen  W.  Eaton 

Joseph  Grzybowski 

0 

- 

59 

Randolph 

Lou  L,  Burton 

Duris  Burton 

0 

- 

60 

Centerville 

Frances  M,  ReW 

Lois  Buck 

0 

-- 

61 

Sheridan 

Robert  A.  Sundell 

Archie  Richardson 

0 

- 

62 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  F.  Andrle 

Patricia  Andrle 

0 

- 

63 

Nashville 

41ice  Me  Kale 

Willard  McKale 

0 

- 

64 

St.  Johnsburg 

Alice  McKale 

Willard  McKale 

0 

— 

65 

E.  Youngstown 

Stephen  W,  Eaton 

Betty  Eaton 

0 

-• 

111 

S,  Vandalia 
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Table  I  summarizes  the  totals  reported  for  each  species 
and  frequency  of  detection  by  percent  of  routes.  The  total  of  114  species  is  a 
median  of  the  six  counts.  The  other  counts  were  113  twice,  another  114  and 
twice  at  117.  The  total  species  reported  in  the  six  counts  stand  at  141;  four 
have  been  deleted  because  the  species  are  non  breeding,  i.e.,  Yellow-b.  Fly¬ 
catcher,  American-Golden  Plover,  Rusty  Blackbird  and  Olive-s.  Flycatcher,  Three 
species  have  been  added  to  the  list  this  year,  namely,  Black-cr.  Night  Heron, 
Long-eared  Owl,  and  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher.  Total  species  recorded  on  individual 
routes  varied  from  45  to  73  with  the  median  number  at  59,  one  higher  than  last 
year. 


Missing  for  the  first  time  are  Black- thr.  Blue  Warbler 
and  Cliff  Shallow.  The  latter  may  be  significant  as  it  was  generally  reported 
on  three  routes. 


Miscellaneous  information  from  the  summary  of  the  six 
years  shows  that  89  species  have  been  reported  each  year.  Of  these  15  were  seen 
on  all  routes  each  year.  As  might  be  anticipated,  the  list  includes  all  ten  of 
the  most  populous  birds.  The  fifteen  in  decreasing  order  of  abundance  are  as 
follows : 


Red-w.  Blackbird 
Starling 
Common  Grackle 
Robin 

House  Sparrow 


Song  Sparrow 
Common  Crow 
Savannah  Sparrow 
E.  Meadowlark 
Amer.  Goldfinch 


Barn  Shallow 
Chipping  Sparrpw 
Brown-h.  Cowbird 
Yellow  Warbler 
Catbird 


TABLE  I 


Species  Total 

^Routes 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

2 

6 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

19 

50 

Green  Heron 

18 

50 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron* 

2 

6 

American  Bittern 

1 

6 

Mallard 

27 

39 

Black  Duck 

3 

11 

Blue-w .  Teal 

3 

11 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

17 

61 

Red- should.  Hawk 

5 

22 

Marsh  Hawk 

3 

11 

Sparrow  Hawk 

30 

+  67 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2 

6 

Ring-n.  .Pheasant 

195 

-  50 

Killdeer 

186 

89 

Common  Snipe 

7 

22 

Upland  Plover 

17 

28 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

14 

50 

Herring  Gull 

22 

6 

Ring-b.  Gull 

1 

6 

Common  Tern 

11 

6 

Suedes  Total 

f;  Routes 

Rock  Dove 

193 

83 

Mourning  Dove 

286 

100 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

9 

33 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

10 

50 

Screech  Owl 

3 

6 

Great  Horned  Owl 

6 

28 

Barred  Owl 

1 

6 

Long-eared  Owl* 

1 

6 

Chimney  Swift 

57 

78 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

7 

28 

Belted  Kingfisher 

19 

61 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker 

81 

100 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

2 

11 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

1 

6 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

6 

22 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

2 

11 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

4 

22 

Downy  Woodpecker 

22 

56 

pastern  Kingbird 

76 

94 

Gr.  Crest.  Flycatcher 

35 

72 

Eastern  Phoebe 

78 

83 

Traill's  Flycatcher 

72 

89 
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Species  Total  $ 

Route  s 

Species 

Total  ^Routes 

Least  Flycatcher 

57 

94 

House  Sparrow 

1514 

100 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

$1 

78 

Bobolink 

486 

100 

Horned  Lark 

55 

72 

E.  Meadowlark 

572 

100 

Tree  Swallow 

45 

56 

W.  Meadowlark 

1 

6 

Bank  Sxtfallow 

160 

50 

Red.-w.  Blackbird 

3498 

100 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

14 

33 

Baltimore  Oriole 

136 

94 

Barn  Swallow 

482 

+100 

Common  Grackle: 

2030 

100 

Purple  Martin 

67 

39 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

268 

100 

Elue  Jay 

88 

78 

Scarlet  Tanager 

§4 

67 

Common  Croi\r 

709 

100 

Cardinal 

79 

100 

Black-c,  Chickadee 

63 

72 

Rose^br.  Grosbeak 

31 

50 

White-hr.  Nuthatch 

10 

33 

Indogo  Bunting 

112 

94 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1 

6 

Purple  Finch 

16 

50 

Brown  Creeper 

2 

11* 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

546 

100 

House  Wren 

176 

100 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

128 

83 

Ldfog-b .  Marsh  Wren 

2 

6 

Savannah  Sparroxtf 

601 

100 

Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

1 

6 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

21 

44 

Catbird 

163 

-  100 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

19 

28 

Brown  Thrasher 

33 

67 

Vesper  Sparrow 

71 

72 

Robin. 

1680 

100 

Slate-col.  Junco 

13 

33 

Wood  Thrush 

163 

8$ 

Chipping  Sparrow 

325 

100 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

6 

Field  Sparrow 

167 

94 

Veery 

50 

67 

Swamp  Sparrow 

25 

39 

Eastern  Bluebird' 

7 

28 

Song  Sparrow 

1169 

100 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher* 

2 

11 

Cedar  Waxwing 

173 

94 

Starling 

3008 

100 

Ye  11  ow-  thr  •  Vi  re  0 

3 

17 

Solitary  Vireo 

2 

11 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

179 

100 

Warbling  Vireo 

62 

67 

B1.-&-W,  Warbler 

2 

11 

Golden-w,  Warbler 

1 

6 

31ue-w,  Warbler 

23 

33 

Yellow  Warbler 

185 

100 

Magnolia  Warbler 

2 

6 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

21 

17 

Blackburn,  Warbler 

8 

17 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

31 

50 

Ovenbird 

41 

50 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

1 

6 

La.  Waterthrush 

1 

6 

Mourning  Warbler 

15 

28 

Yellowthroat 

208 

94 

Hooded  Warbler 

7 

33 

Canada  Warbler 

11 

22 

Amer.  Redstart 

37 

56 

+  Increasing 

-  Decreasing 

*  New  species  for  surveys 

4923  Ereek  Rd.  Lewiston,  N.Y.,  14092 
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FIELD  TRIP  ALONG  NORTH  SHORE  OF  LA  ICE  ERIE,  September  10th,  1972 

by  Roberth  Andrle 

Twenty  members  and  friends  of  the  Society  traveled  along  the  Canadian  shore' 
of  Lake  Erie  on  a  pleasant  day  with  light  winds  and  considerable  sunshine.  There 
were  manjr  land  birds  in- evidence  including  about  thirteen  species  of' warblers,  r. 
many  of  which  we  re  observed  in  the  evergreens  and  poplars  at  the  end  of  Morgan's 
Point.  A  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  and  an  early  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  were  also  seen 
at  this  location.  Good  views  of  two  Caspian  Terns  and  five  Greater  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  obtained  at  Grant's  Point,  Here  we  also  observed  a  Sanderling  x^ith  a 
leg  band  and  underparts  dyed  a  deep  orange.  This  bird  may  have  been  one  of  those 
marked  in  a  study  being  conducted  by  the  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory  group.  A 
Little  Gull  spotted  at  the  west  end  of  Rockhouse  Point  apparently  did  nbt  remain 
long  enough  for  most  of  our  party  to  see.  As  we  were  watching  a  Common  Goldeneye 
in  the  bay  at  the  east  side  of  the  point,  a  mink  was  seen  dragging  a  dead  gull 
along  the  shore.  It  cached  the  bird  in  the  rocks  and  continued  along  the  shore 
below  us  giving  the  grofrp  excellent  views  of  this  fascinating  mammal, 

A  final  stop  at  Mud  Lake  enabled  us  to  watch  the  many  Blue-winged  Teal  as 
well  as  American  Widgeon  and  several  .American  Doots,  some  of  them  young  of  the 
year. 


Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Humboldt  Park,  Buffalo,  14211 


NOTES 


Some  Further  Observations  of  Unseasonal  Occurence  of  Red  Crossbills 

A  small  flock  of  Red  Crossbills  was  observed  in  the  Village  of  Alfred, 
Allegany  County,  throughout  the  month.  They  were  noted  almost  daily  from  call 
notes  and  their  identity  was  established  first  on  September  10th  when  a  group  of 
five  males  and  one  female  was  noted  feeding  in  a  twenty-five  foot  hemlock  in  our 
yard  •  At  2»00  p.m.  on  that  date  in  hazy  sun,  I  approached  the  tree  within  thirty 
feet  and  was  able  to  observe  the  birds  with  or  without  binoculars.  They  were 
feeding  on  new  hemlock  cones.  The  males  were  a  dull  red  on  the  back  and  under*? 
parts  with  wings  and  tails  black.  The  red  x^ras  b  bit  brighter  on  the  rump  of  most 
of  the  birds.  The  female  (or  possibly  an  immature  bird  of  the  year  of  un¬ 
determined  sex)  was  yelloxcLsh  or  dusky  brown  in  those  areas  where  the  males  were 
red.  The  crossed  mandibles  were  not  obvious  while  the  birds  were  feeding  but 
were  seen  to  be  crossed  when  a  bird  would  straighten  up  or  lift  its  head. 

Cm  September  11th,  I  observed  a  flock  of  eleven  fly  over  fly  over  at 
5:30  p.m.,  identifying  them  by  flight  pattern  and  call  notes.  On  September  15th, 
a  group  of  six  were  seen  in  the  same  hemlock  tree  and  on  the  17th,  twelve  birds  were 
there,  mostly  males.  For  the  balance  of  the  month,  small  numbers  of  these  birds 
were  noted  by  flight  and  call  notes. 


Dr,  Clarence  W.  Klingen smith,  89  N.  Main  Street,  Alfred,  New  Y0rk 
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The  B.O.S.  Grapevine 


The  B.O.S. TGr ape vine'  is  being  revised.  This  is  a  system  whereby 
members  whh  are  interested  in  hearing  about  a  rare  or  unusual  bird  in  our  area, 
submit  their  names  and  telephone  numbers  with  a  request  to  be  informed  of  the 
observation  as  soon  as  it  is  reported. 

How  It  Works; 

If  you  are  on  *  the  grapevine'  and  you  see  a  bird  others  would  be 
interested  in,  you  will  call  a  designated  coordinator  of  the  system  or  an 
alternate  who  will  call  three  members  whose  names  are  listed  on' the  grapevine*. 
Sash  of  these  three  members  will  agree  to  call  three  other  people  also  listed 
until  all  subscribers  are  aware  of  the  bird's  presence  and  the  locality  where  it 
may  be  observed. 

If  you  are  interested  in  hearing  of  these  birds,  possibly  within  hours  of 
the  original  observation,  and  you  are  willing  to  telephone  three  other  interested 
members,  please  drop  a  post  card  or  letter  to  Hiss  ilarie  Wendling,  8?  Garrison  Rd, 
Williamsville ,  N.Y.,  14221.  Be  sure  to  include  your  telephone  number.  You  may 
also  telephone  Hiss  Wendling  at  632-6625  but  act  mow  as  the  revised  'grapevine' 
will  be  published  as  soon  as  possible.  Remember,  this  system  is  workable  only 
if  all  subscribers  honor  their  obligation  to  call  others  even  if  it  means  several 
call-backs  to  inform  them  of  the  find. 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  is  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  new  members: 
Mr.  Paul  Beiley,  562  Third  Street,  .Apt.  #9»  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 

Mr.  A.  Carrie,  2414  Dorchester  Rd.,  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario 

Mr.  Ralph  Gardiner,  1391  Spear  Rd.,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Gregory,  251  Greenwood.  Ave • ,  East  Aurora,  N.Y. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m,  in  the 
Societxr's  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

December  13  -  a  Review  of  Recent  Ornithological  Literature.  Marie  A.  Wendling. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

December  17  -  Christmas  Bird  Count.  William  Vaughan,  leader.  Telephone 

leader  at  773-3419  for  assignment  of  territory. 
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-  Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 

the  following  month  to  the  compilers  Mr*  Arthur  Schaffner,  49  Northumberland 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  14215* 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224, 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  38  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217. 
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BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


Vol.  38  NOVEMBER  1972  NUMBER  11 

THE  MONTH 

October  was  a  cloudy,  cool  month  with  the  average  temperature  recorded 
on  the  18th,  19th  and  20th.  Precipitation  measured  5.97  inches ,  2.5  inches  being 
in  the  form  of  snow  on  the  18th  and  the  19th.  Sunshine  was  recorded  only  33%  of 
the  hours  possible.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo  International 
Airport . ) 


In  spite  of  two  severe  and  rather  sustained  cold  waves  which  triggered 
heavy  migration  activity,  mixed  flocks  of  swallows  and  Chimney  Swifts  were  record¬ 
ed  almost  to  the  end  of  the  period,  prompting  one  veteran  observer  to  comment  on 
the  increased  number  of  sightings  of  these  largely  insectivorous  species  later  in 
the  autumn  in  recent  years.  Large  flocks  of  migrating  ducks  were  in  evidence  in 
the  Niagara  River  and  the  refuges  east  of  Buffalo  by  mid-month,  and  by  the  end  of 
October  many  reports  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  and  other  winter  finches  were  received. 
Interesting  records  for  the  month  include  an  early  Glaucous  Gull  at  Queenston, 
Ontario,  on  the  2i|th  and  a  Peregrine  Falcon  during  the  bird  count  on  October  8th. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  11*217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


■*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)-  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  nDate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 


permanent  files  of 

the 

B.0.£ 

Common  Loon 

Oct 

.  1 

it 

12 

h 

23 

11 

28 

tl 

29 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

IT 

7 

Whistling  Swan 

II 

20 

II 

23 

II 

28 

Canada  Goose 

II 

2 

II 

2 

II 

5 

tl 

7 

11 

11 

It 

12 

II 

18 

It 

25 

Snow  Goose 

'  11 

15 

II 

20 

Gadwall 

It 

11 

It 

18 

Pintail 

11 

18 

Green-w.  Teal 

11 

11 

11 

18 

Blue-w.  Teal 

tl 

18 

Shoveler 

II 

28 

Redhead 

(t 

11 

11 

18 

11 

29 

Ring-n.  Duck 

II 

11 

tt 

18 

tl 

29 

Greater  Scaup 

tl 

1 

Lesser  Scaup 

tl 

27F 

11 

31 

Bufflehead 

tt 

1IF 

2  Morgan!s  Point,  Ont. 

3  Chautauqua  Lake 

1,1  Navy  Island, Port  Weller 

1  Bemus  Point 

2  Chautauqua  Lake 
1  Athol  Springs 

1  Langford 

3  Waver ly  Beach,  Ont. 

1  Vukote,  Chautauqua  Co. 
h  Rockville  Lake,  Belfast 
80  Alfred 
350  Langford 
150  Springbrook 
IOJ4.O  Iroquois  NWR 
260  Alfred 
610  Iroquois  NWR 
200  Springbrook 
1  Iroquois  NWR 
1  Langford 
111.  Iroquois  NWR 
8  Iroquois  NWR 
107  Iroquois  NWR 
67  Iroquois  NWR 
158  Iroquois  NWR 

7  Iroquois  NWR 
1  Mayville 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

8  Iroquois  M/JR 
2U  Mayville 

8  Iroquois  MJR 
22  Iroquois  NWR 
12  Mayville 

500  Canadian  Shore,  L.  Erie 
3  Alfred 
3h  Alfred 
1  Iroquois  NWR 


Schaffner,  A.  Clark 
Sundell 

Ont.Andrle,  Thill 
Beal 
Sundell 
Bourne 
Bourne 

Andrle,  Byron 

Beal 

Burtons 

Brooks 

Bourne 

Danner 

Morse 

Brooks 

Morse 

Danner 

Bartlett 

Bourne 

Morse 

Morse 

Morse 

Morse 

Morse 

Morse 

Beal,  Carlsons 

Morse 

Morse 

Beal 

Morse 

Morse 

Beal 

Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

Brooks 

Brooks 

Morse 
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Bufflehead 

Oct 

.18 

7  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

23 

250  Niagara  River 

Andrle,  Thill 

(above  Peace  Bridge) 

ti 

29 

3  Mayville 

Beal 

White-w.  Scoter 

it 

1 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  A,  Clark 

*Surf  Scoter 

it 

17F 

Ii  Niagara  River 

Andrle,  Byron 

(above  Peace  Bridge) 

^-Common  Scoter 

ii 

12 

3  Bayview 

Bourne 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

1 

11  Iroquois  NWR 

Wendlings 

it 

11 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

ti 

18 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

n 

19 

20  Lighthouse  Point, 

S undell 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Turkey  Vulture 

ti 

2 

1  Friendship 

.  Burtons 

it 

11 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Goshawk 

n 

Ik 

1  Birds all 

Burton,  Presotti 

ii 

25 

1  Point  Breeze,  Orleans  Co, 

Andrle 

(recovered  alive  by  conservation  officer) 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

it 

2 

1  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

it 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Osprey 

ii 

1 

1  Town  of  Elma 

Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

American  Coot 

ii 

19 

2200  Mayville 

Sundell 

it 

.22 

500  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

28  & 

29 

1000  Mayville 

Beal 

Semipalm*  Plover 

ii 

18L 

.  1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Amer,  Golden  Plover 

ii 

Hi 

8  Clarence  Center 

Wendlings 

ti 

25 

1  Smith  Rd.,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

28 

10  Clarence  Center 

Wendlings 

Black-hell,  Plover 

it 

lli 

18  Clarence  Center 

Wendlings 

ti 

18 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

28 

Ii  Clarence  Center 

Wendling 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

u 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Common  Snipe 

it 

11,27  32,12  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

12  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Gr,  Yellowlegs 

it 

11 

23  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

ti 

12 

1  Town  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

18 

22  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ii 

10 

16  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 

it 

18 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

Dunlin 

ii 

18 

105  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

19 

137  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

2li 

250  St,  David’s,  Ont, 

Axtell 

it 

28 

21  Clarence  Center 

Wendlings 

Semipalm,  Sandpiper 

tt 

18L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Beebe 

Red  Phalarope 

it 

29 

1  Dewit  tville 

Sundell 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

2ii F 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

Axtell 

Gr,  Black-b,  Gull 

ti 

1 

7  Port  Maitland,  Ont, 

Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

it 

16 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Little  Gull 

n 

21 

3  Lewiston 

KLabundes 

it 

23 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  Thill 
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Forster’s  Tern 

Oct.  k 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Chimney  Swift 

”  1 

10  Crescent  Park,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

”  2 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

”  21 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtell 

”  23 

5  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

”  23 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Anderle,  Thill 

—  2&L 

13  Crescent  Park,  Ont. 

Axtell 

E.  Phoebe 

”  17L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Byron 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

”  h 

1  Town  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

”  6 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Tree  Swallow 

”  1 

3000  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

”  25L 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Byron 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

”  u 

3  Town  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

”  23L 

9  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Barn  Swallow 

”  1 

3  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

Tufted  Titmouse 

”  1-31 

2  -3  Springbrook 

Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

,»  3 

3,12  Angelica,  Birdsall 

Burtons 

”  2 

3  Keeney  Swamp 

Burtons 

"  5-27 

1  -6  Alfred 

Brooks 

”10-31 

1  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

”  10 

1  W ill iams ville  (f ) 

Mitchell 

”  12 

3  Greenhurst 

Sundell 

”  1U 

5  Town  of  Birdsall 

Burtons,et  al 

”2U-31 

1  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

House  Wren 

"  3 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Carolina  Wren 

”  1-31 

1-3  Springbrook 

Danner 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

”  12 

1  Greenhurst 

Sundell 

Mockingbird 

”  21 

2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Catbird 

”  18 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

”  19L 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Wood  Thrush 

"  1-7 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Swains on1 s  Thrush 

”  11 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

”  13,18  1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

”  2$L 

1  Humboldt  Pk.. 

(specimen  in  BMS ) 

Scott,  A.  Clark 

Gray  -ch.  Thrush 

”  1 

1  Grand  Island, BOSWR 

Klabundes 

”  h 

1  Town  of  Wirt 

Burtons 

"  7 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

E.  Bluebird 

”  1-31 

1-3  Alfred 

Brooks 

"  3 

3  Town  of  Birdsall 

Burtons 

”  h 

6  Richburg 

Burtons 

”  16 

10  Alfred 

Brooks 

”  17 

1,1  Wellsville,  Town  of  Willing 

Burtons 

Red-eyed  Virel 

”  1-  5 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Nashville  Warbler 

”  11 

1  Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Bourne 

”12,13L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Magnolia  Warbler 

”  1 

2  Grand  Island,  BOSWR 

Klabundes 

Myrtle  Warbler 

”  2 

UO  Alfred 

Brooks 
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Bl.-thr. Green  Warbler 

Oct.  1 

1 

Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

tt 

2 

1 

Town  of  New  Hudson 

Burtons 

tt 

17L 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Byron 

Palm  Warbler 

tl 

h 

1 

Town  of  Wirt 

Burtons 

M 

6 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Mourning  Warbler 

t! 

1L 

a 

Grand  Island, BOSWR 

Klabundes 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

tl 

2 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

12  L 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Common  Grackle 

11 

28 

8,000  Five  Corners 

Klingensmith 

Evening  Grosbeak 

11 

27F 

8 

Jamestown 

Beal 

11 

27F 

h 

Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

27,28 

12,1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

11 

28,30 

5 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

11 

30 

23 

Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

31 

9 

Springbrook 

Danner 

House  Finch 

11 ' 

1-  31 

2-U 

Amherst 

Ward 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

11 

2 

Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

It 

1U 

5 

Town  of  Birds all 

Burtons, et  al 

11 

15 

ho 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

11 

21 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

25 

16 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

11 

27 

5 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Red  Crossbill 

It 

9 

3 

Snyder 

Mitchell,  Armstrong 

11 

10 

17 

Alfred 

Brooks 

11 

nr 

50 

Alfred 

Brooks 

11 

“TH 

60 

Town  of  Birds all 

Burtons,  et  al 

It 

2 Z 

ho 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Rufous  -s.Towhee 

It 

“US 

1 

Town  of  Willing,  Alleg,CoBurtons 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

31 L 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

tl 

1-31 

2-12 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"1U-31 

1-20 

Alfred 

Brooks 

11 

16 

1 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Fox  Sparrow 

IP 

22-31 

5 

Rose  Hill  Rd., Ft. Erie, 

Ont  .Axt  ells 

Snoxj  Bunting 

tl 

D|F 

18 

Clarence  Center 

Wendlings 

Species ,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  269 

Additional  species ,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  year  _ 2 

271 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
REPORT  OF  THE  OCTOBER  1972  BIRD  COUNT 

compiled  by  Walter  Klabunde 

On  October  8th,  210  members  and  friends  recorded  their  bird  observations 
from  26  of  the  28  sections  in  the  B.O.S.  area.  Many  reports  indicated  strong  NW 
winds  (up  to  30  mph)  made  observations  difficult.  Mild  temperatures  35-60°F. 
together  with  intermittent  sunshine  were  plus  factors  for  the  observers. 
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There  are  37  October  Bird  Counts  on  record.  However*  since  the  area 
covered  was  redefined  in  1955  when  the  eastern  boundary  was  changed  from  the 
Genesee  River  to  State  Routes  98*  63  and  19*  to  include  all  of  Allegany  County* 
and  the  western  boundary  was  extended  to  include  Grimsby  Beach*  Smithville* 

Canboro*  Cayuga  and  Rainham  Centre  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula*  comparisons  here  are 
limited  to  those  from  1956  to  date.  Therefore*  the  table  of  data  compares  this 
year’s  tally  with  those  of  the  previous  16  years.  To  show  how  the  counts  are 
changing  over  the  years  the  data  are  presented  to  show  high*  low  and  median*  counts 
of  each  species  during  the  first  ten  years  of  the  revised  territory*  and  compared 
with  similar  data  for  the  last  seven  years. 

One  conclusion*  that  the  total  number  of  species  recorded  is  related  to 
the  number  of  observers  in  the  field*  is  probable.  Thus  while  the  median  number 
of  observers  increased  from  96  to  189*  the  median  number  of  species  recorded  went 
up  from  lUO  to  162.  However*  the  number  of  observers  does  not  appear  to  be  a  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  all-time  high  numbers  in  most  of  these  eleven  species s  Gr.  Blue  Heron* 
Mallard*  Green-w.  Teal*  Blue-w.Teal*  Hooded  Merganser*  Turkey  Vulture*  Marsh  Hawk* 
Sparrow  Hawk*  Turkey*  Spotted  Sandpiper  and  House  Wren.  All-time  lows  in  numbers 
of  Horned  Grebes  and  Black-b.  Plover  might  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  high  winds 
and  water  levels. 

The  total  number  of  species  recorded  in  the  October  Counts  in  the  last 
seventeen  years  is  225*  of  which  one  was  added  this  year,  namely*  Grasshopper 
Sparrow. 

Only  one  other  count  date  was  this  early  in  the  last  17  years j  the  other 
dates  were  from  October  9th  to  18th. 


Median  is  defined  as  the  middle  in  a  given  sequence  of  numbers j  thus  the 
median  of  0*0*2*U*6*8*9  is  h» 


October 

Bird 

Count  1972  -  vs  1956  - 

1971 

1956 

-  1965 

1966  - 

1972 

1972 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

High 

Lew 

Median 

(Section 

Common  Loon 

123 

2 

IT 

13 

0 

2 

3  (14,7) 

Red-necked  Grebe 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Horned  Grebe 

26U 

15 

99 

70 

5 

20 

5 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

226 

23 

63 

179 

U2 

89 

89 

D. -crest*  Cormorant 

19 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

3 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

“BIT 

lh 

29 

131 

"To" 

"9F 

131 

Green  Heron 

9 

0 

3 

16 

6 

10 

7 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

6 

0 

1 

11 

2 

5 

2 

Amer.  Bittern 

5 

0 

1 

9 

0 

1 

0 

Mate  Swan 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whistling  Swan 

90 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Canada  Goose 

14985 

189 

765 

13,321 

688 

5216 

5216 

Brant 

20 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Snow  Goose*# 

76 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

1  (5) 

Blue  Goose*# 

30U 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1  (5) 
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1956 

-  1965 

1966 

-  1972 

1972 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

High 

Low 

Median 

(Section 

Mallard 

2090 

3U7 

709 

2380 

830 

1323 

“238b 

Black  Duck 

717 

337 

U58 

690 

265 

U37 

U37 

Gadwall 

17 

0 

l 

lii 

0 

3 

10 

Pintail 

10U7 

7 

67 

168 

13 

5U 

138 

Green-w.  Teal 

179 

0 

39 

225 

0 

76 

225 

Blue-w.  Teal 

lB6“ 

2 

65 

1275“ 

0 

123 

127?- 

European  Widgeon  # 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1  (10) 

American  Widgeon 

1595 

81 

356 

1293 

362 

91U 

91)4 

Shoveler 

21 

0 

2 

h 

0 

3 

0 

Wood  Duck 

236 

hb 

71 

387 

80 

260 

80 

Redhead 

21 

0 

3 

78“ 

0 

5 

13 

Ring-necked  Duck 

10 

0 

3 

37 

0 

h 

1 

Canvasback 

35 

0 

1 

13 

0 

5 

5  do) 

Greater  Scaup 

7775 

0 

576 

2156 

5 

U30 

2156 

Lesser  Scaup 

655 

h 

30 

122 

7 

17 

122 

Common  Goldeneye 

"S3" 

0 

2 

27 

0 

0 

27  (27 w 

Bufflehead 

87 

0 

1 

h 

0 

1 

h  (2) 

Oldsquaw 

190 

0 

5 

13 

0 

0 

2  (8) 

White-w.  Scoter 

135 

0 

35 

120 

2 

38 

120 

Surf  Scoter 

25 

0 

0 

118 

0 

6 

0 

Common  Scoter 

~3o“ 

0 

3 

10 

0 

0 

10  (77BT 

Ruddy  Duck 

3h 

0 

11 

68 

0 

21 

22  (5,iU) 

Hooded  Merganser 

10 

0 

h 

16 

1 

2 

16  (5) 

Common  Merganser 

83 

0 

Hi 

108 

0 

2 

2  (20) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

211 

u 

26 

5U 

0 

2 

5U 

Turkey  Vulture 

29 

7 

~TE~ 

70 

20 

29 

70 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

9 

0 

3 

19 

3 

8 

8 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

6 

0 

h 

10 

3 

7 

7 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

77 

16 

hi 

178 

7li 

13U 

Hi3 

Red-Should.  Hawk 

22 

1 

7 

16 

6 

10 

7 

Broad-wing  Hawk 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 r 

6 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

7 

0 

1 

12 

0 

0 

0 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Marsh  Hawk 

U5 

9 

26 

U8 

19 

35 

U8 

Osprey 

h 

0 

1 

11 

1 

7 

11 

Peregrine  Falcon  # 

l 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1  (7) 

Pigeon  Hawk  # 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sparrow  Hawk 

58 

16 

35 

'  125 

33 

65 

125 

Ruffed  Grouse 

71 

2 

20 

82 

20 

hh 

39 

Bobwhite 

25 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

186 

68 

119 

281 

“82“ 

w 

82 

Chukar 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Turkey 

hi 

0 

0 

U5 

3 

26 

U5 

King  Rail 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

1  (20) 
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Species 

1956 

High 

-  1965 

Law 

Median 

1966 

High 

-  1972 
Low 

Median 

1972  (Section) 

Sora 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Common  Gallinule 

18 

0 

2 

27 

5 

11 

13 

American  Coot 

2115 

b 

33U 

1317 

109 

555 

531 

Semipalm.  Plover 

19 

0 

6 

32 

0 

10 

9 

Killdeer 

706 

297 

516 

9U2 

510 

779 

779 

Amer .  Golden  Plover 

10 

0 

8' 

"%2ir 

0 

~TT 

15  (U*6) 

Black-bell.  Plover 

97 

1U 

33 

88 

1 

22 

1  (Hi) 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

7 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

5  (6) 

Amer.  1/Joodcock 

20 

1 

b 

5i 

8 

25 

8 

Common  Snipe 

57 

b 

20 

7b 

13 

36 

U9 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

3 

0 

1 

7 

0 

5 

7 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

0 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

51 

7 

28 

105 

11 

38 

20 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

32 

0 

7 

33 

2 

19 

2  (26) 

Knot 

7 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

71 

IT 

20 

22 

0 

12 

12 

W.-rump.  Sandpiper 

23 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Least  Sandpiper 

12 

0 

0 

11 

0 

1 

0 

Dunlin 

357 

30 

255 

226 

19 

50 

79 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Long-b.  Dowitcher 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

51 

0 

3 

21 

0 

10 

21 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sander ling 

195 

T~ 

~w~ 

~TT 

Red  Phalarope 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Glaucous  Gull 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

bb 

TT 

21 

116 

29 

T3 

Herring  Gull 

3323 

800 

1831 

26U2 

766 

1719 

26U2 

Ring-b.  Gull  1 

21,900 

3922 

7986 

13855 

2931 

hb06 

13855 

Black-headed  Gull 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Laughing  Gull 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Franklin’s  Gull 

1 

0 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0" 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3973 

61 

613 

83t»3 

32 

753 

529 

Little  Gull 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Forster’s  Tern 

3 

0 

1 

11 

0 

0 

1  (8) 

Common  Tern 

U26l 

2 

117 

386U 

6h 

h2  9 

186 

Caspian  Tern 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Black  Tern 

7 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Rock  Dove 

8U2 

U2 

252 

1360 

272 

953 

853 

Mourning  Dove 

271 

38 

138 

587 

117 

285 

U23 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 
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Species 

1956 

High 

-  1965 

Low 

Median 

1966“ 

High 

-  1972 
Low 

Median 

1972  (Section) 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

2 

0 

1 

7 

0 

1 

1  (20) 

Barn  Owl 

7 

0 

1 

h 

0 

0 

0 

Screech  Owl 

7 

0 

2 

1U 

5 

9 

6 

Great  Horned  Owl 

h 

0 

3 

17 

0 

8 

6 

Barred  Owl 

2 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1  (12) 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Whip-poor-will 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Common  Night hawk 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 

Chimney  Swift 

128 

0 

0 

83 

0 

3 

2  (8,20) 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

1 

0 

0 

7 

0 

2 

— j.  . 

Belted  Kingfisher 

75 

18 

27 

il*S 

60 

73 

68 

Yellow-sh*  Flicker 

257 

16 

61 

U67 

lli8 

2Ul 

208 

Pile at ed  Wdpkr* 

13 

0 

3 

10 

2 

6 

6 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

U 

0 

1 

5 

0 

h 

U 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

7 

0 

3 

23 

IT 

7 

~  k 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

15 

0 

7 

71 

lli 

20 

17 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

65 

12 

30 

117 

19 

80 

80 

Downy  Woodpecker 

159 

52 

117 

3U6 

186 

280 

295 

Eastern  Kingbird 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Gr.-Cres.  Flycatcher 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Eastern  Phoebe 

66 

k 

lit 

123 

U3 

73 

111 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

39 

0 

0 

U 

0 

3 

3 

Horned  Lark  E.  a.  p, 

.  U56 

35 

185 

183 

8U 

15U 

151* 

Horned  Lark  E.  a.  a 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tree  Swallow 

Ul6 

0 

5 

1271 

0 

15 

23 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

13 

0 

2 

U3 

1 

15 

li2 

Barn  Swallow 

0 

0 

0 

52 

0 

1 

1  (6) 

Purple  liar  tin 

h 

0 

0 

23 

0 

0 

1  (9) 

Blue  Jay 

1072 

15U 

"Tai 

1871 

TBf* 

1871 

1571* 

Common  Crow 

2312 

719 

1583 

371*6 

1995 

221U 

2207 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

1311-1 

251 

658 

1861 

852 

1257 

1012 

Tufted  Titmouse 

10 

0 

k 

25 

1 

8 

8 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

U5i 

23 

87 

3U6 

208 

286 

280 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

~w 

2 

12 

132 

2 

30 

39 

Brown  Creeper 

98 

15 

38 

273 

33 

58 

33 

House  Wren 

16 

0 

U 

35 

3 

13 

35 

Winter  Wren 

6k 

h 

12 

66 

17 

28 

17 

Carolina  Wren 

k 

0 

1 

5 

0 

3 

1  (22) 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

65 

l 

3 

i'5 

0 

l 

0 

Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Mockingbird 

2 

0 

0 

11; 

2 

3 

2  (1,2) 

Catbird 

212 

U 

12 

139 

U9 

69 

52 

Brown  Thrasher 

19 

0 

3 

21 

9 

13 

15 
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"T955 

Species  High 

-  1965 
Low 

Median 

1966  1972 

High  Low 

Median 

1972 (Section) 

Robin  50U9 

- BJT~ 

22Hl 

8770 

32  9h 

"6oBT~ 

J2W 

¥ ood  Thrush  9 

0 

_2 

10 

1 

7 

9 

Hermit  Thrush  113 

13 

bh 

196 

28 

52 

28 

Swains on's  Thrush  U6 

0 

8 

67 

10 

17 

1 h 

Gray-ch.  Thrush  3 

0 

1 

16 

0 

6 

1  do) 

Veery  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Eastern  Bluebird  167 

ir 

”75“ 

~2&3 

111 

178 

I7B" 

Bl.-gr.  Gnat catcher  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  681 

108 

339 

900 

25U 

513 

370 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  6ll 

77 

213 

1155 

196 

U11 

lai 

Water  Pipit  256 

18 

7h 

U3U 

23 

79 

115 

Cedar  Waxwing  577 

29V 

1397 

380 

721 

55b 

Northern  Shrike  #  1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1  (13) 

Loggerhead  Shrike  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Starling  90 , 6I4-O 

13,211 

37,621* 

56,039  32392 

U2,96l 

32,392 

Solitary  Vireo  7 

0 

1 

22 

3 

6 

6 

Red-eyed  Vireo  7 

0 

1 

Uh 

~T~ 

9 

“nr 

Philadelphia  Vireo  2 

0 

0 

h 

0 

1 

0 

B1 • -&-w .  ¥ arbler  5 

0 

0 

8 

1 

5 

5 

Tennessee  Warbler  7 

0 

0 

23 

0 

2 

U(20,27) 

Orange-cr.  Warbler  8 

0 

1 

lii 

1 

h 

2  (6,9) 

Nashville  Warbler  17 

1 

"3" 

~w~ 

h 

13 

9 

Parula  Warbler  1 

0 

0 

h 

0 

0 

2  (28) 

Magnolia  Warbler  21 

0 

6 

111 

2 

hh 

61 

Cape  May  Warbler  6 

0 

2 

23 

2 

8 

6 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler  3 

0 

1 

83 

3 

6 

6 

Myrtle  Warbler  1027 

HiT 

522 

373U 

“6of 

1232 

“555“ 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler  15 

0 

h 

h2 

3 

13 

13 

Blackburnian  Warbler  10 

0 

0 

15 

0 

2 

1  (28) 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler  10 

0 

0 

0 

7 

2 

2  (10) 

Bay-br.  Warbler  12 

0 

0 

18 

2 

k 

0 

Blackpoil  Warbler  6 

0 

1 

l6~ 

0 

5“ 

0 

Palm  Warbler  39 

2 

6 

6U 

16 

39 

U5 

Ovenbird  2 

0 

0 

35 

0 

1 

2(11,28) 

Nor.  Waterthrush  U 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

Conn.  Warbler  2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Yellowthroat  8 

0 

3 

l6~ 

0 

17 

19 

Wilson's  Warbler  1 

0 

0 

11 

0 

2 

1  (13) 

Canada  Warbler  1 

0 

0 

7 

0 

1 

1  (28) 

Amer.  Redstart  U 

0 

1 

19 

1 

3 

3(19,28) 

House  Sparrow  83UO 

1985 

151U 

60I4.U 

2851 

1+933 

U171 

Bobolink  1 

0 

0 

1 

'0 

0 

0 

E.  Meadowlark  857 

357 

599 

783 

U38 

668 

511 

Red. -w. Blackbird  56,222 

11,539 

22,3-55 

29,969  19081 

23,766 

21,616 

Rusty  Blackbird  1671 

109 

686 

989 

217 

65U 

610 

Common  Grackle  15,811 

152 

3660 

28,379 

1652 

U366 

1811 
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1936 

-  1965 

1966  - 

1972 

Species 

High 

Low 

Median 

High 

Low 

Median 

1972(Section) 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

~K6W 

1119 

~T!W 

3735 

"20I3- 

3063 

2100 

Scarlet  Tanager 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

2 

1 

Cardinal 

161 

23 

27 

322 

103 

263 

307 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

10 

0 

1 

13 

1 

3 

2(6,13) 

Indigo  Bunting 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2(9,28) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Purple  Finch 

163 

2 

27 

201 

3 

78 

117 

Pine  Grosbeak 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pine  Siskin 

132 

0 

23 

355 

0 

39 

177 

Amer •  Goldf inch 

3lUl 

U73 

997 

U872 

1365 

3030 

2827 

White-w.  Crossbill 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

98 

9 

UO 

263 

71 

120 

120 

Savannah  Sparrow 

60 

3 

37 

228 

77 

101 

15U 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  #  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

l-x~x-(  2  8 ) 

Sharp-t.  Sparrow 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Vesper  Sparrow 

226 

81 

ili5 

391 

UO 

15U 

15U 

Slate-col.  Junco 

io,2U5 

3U6 

156U 

29hh 

U70 

1705 

1367 

Tree  Sparrow 

171 

0 

h9 

33 

0 

13 

0 

Chipping  Sparrow 

380 

iU 

hi 

817 

133 

310 

787 

Field  Sparrow 

3BF" 

~~2&~ 

122 

“505“ 

16U 

~ E91- 

220 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

533 

81 

223 

12*95 

2U2 

393 

2U2 

Wh.-thr.  Sparrow 

219U 

316 

1093 

3867 

1268 

1893 

17li2 

Fox  Sparrow 

17 

0 

9 

23 

U 

16 

16 

Lincoln1 s  Sparrow 

6 

0 

h 

12 

1 

7 

u 

Swamp  Sparrow 

200 

22 

“6 T” 

323 

83 

mr 

207 

Song  Sparrow 

1980 

3U8 

683 

2875 

13U8 

1927 

1532 

Lapland  Longspur  # 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Snow  Bunting  # 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Species 

166 

12i| 

lUo 

182 

HiU 

162 

162 

Total  individuals 

180, 9lU 

65,151 

122, U30  186,712102,968 

133, U17 119£88 

Observers 

15U 

7U 

96 

2lU 

162 

189 

210 

#  indicates  an  acceptable  written  verification  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


■**  species  appearing  on  list  for  first  time. 

Sections  of  B.O.S.  Study  Area  and  Observers. 

Names  of  Compilers  are  underlined. 

Sections  Observers 

1-  Fonthill  -  R.E,  Gardiner,  D.R.  Gardiner  and  R.L.  Sommerville 

2-  Thorold  -  Howard  Martin,  Gordon  Bailey,  Mr. and  Mrs.  Don  Heatherton, 

Kathy  Kalapas,  Connie  Kitney  &  Helen  M.  Lothian. 
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Sections 


Observers 


3-  "Wilson  - 
U-  Middleport  - 

5-  Oak  Orchard  - 

6-  Port  Maitland  - 

7-  Lowbanks  - 

8-  Fort  Erie  - 

9-  Grand  Island  - 

10-  Akron  - 

11-  Buffalo- 

12-  Lancaster  - 

13-  Batavia  - 


lU-  Hamburg 


15>-  Java  - 

16-  Angola  - 

17-  Cattaraugus 
l8~  Delavan  - 
19-  Fillmore  - 


20-  Silver  Creek  - 

21-  Cherry  Valley 


22-  Sherman  - 

23-  Frewsburg  - 

2h -  Allegany  Park  - 
2^-  Allegany  - 
26-  Cuba  - 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Klabunde . 

Robert  M.  Wagner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gail  Seamans,  and  Richard  Beebe. 

Edward  Williams. 

Jim  Braunberns,  Mary  Louise  Emerson  and  Marjorie  Emerson. 

Frances  Rew,  Jane  Cole,  Eva  Paulson,  Pauline  Schwartz  and 
Alice  Ulrich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Me Kale. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Stan  King,  Brian  Lewandowski  and  Dave 
Wilcove. 

Harold  Freund. 

Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  Dorothy  Danner,  Ray  Franz, 

Nellie  Karlak,  Pearl  Moore,  Peg  Schafer  and  Cy  Wolf ling. 

Kathryn  Pixley 9  Russel  Sc  Norma  Annabal,  Geo.  Buckland, 

Barbara  Sc  Harold  Dodge,  Bob  Sc  Eileen  Hull,  Geo.  Mahoney, 
Jane  and  Play  Plason,  Richard  Sc  Play  Pixley  and  Don  Thurau. 

Fir.  Sc  Mrs.  Thomas  Bourne,  Pat  Sc  Myles  Firey,  Adelaide  Hurley, 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  C.P.  Mauser,  Edna  Plurray,  Polly  Pruss,  Lynn 
Rochester,  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  J.  F.  Webb  plus  feeder  reports  by 
Mrs.  W.J.  Atwell,  Firs.  Earl  Crawford,  Ruth  Dickinson, 
Mrs.  Isadore  Dilivio,  Mrs.  Geo.  Dorman,  Art  Haw, 

Cordelia  Ramsdell,  Jean  Southwell,  Pat  Steele  and 
Ellen  Woolley. 

Richard  Byron  and  Andrew  Byron. 

PIr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Stevenson,  and  Ruth  Percival. 

Allen  Benton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Clark. 

Katherine  Palmer, Helen  Beardsley,  Peggy  Brown,  Ruth  Gilman, 
Don  Gowdy,  Margaret  Hodnett,  Mrs.  Brooks  Maine,  Marjorie 
Main,  Mrs.  John  Marvin,  Justice  Sc  Firs.  J.  C.  Moore, 

Andy  Mullen,  Mrs.  David  Richardson,  Etta  Sandford  and 
Mr.  Sc  Firs.  H.K.  Smith  and  Larry  Wilson. 

Allen  Benton. 

Douglas  Carlson,  Howard  Andree,  PIr.  Sc  Mrs.  Otto  Carlson, 
Calla  and  Jennie  Freeman,  Annabelle  Hiller  and  Steve 
Maggio. 

Douglas  Carlson,  Nina  Bates,  Lois  Buck,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury, 
and  Ora  Swanson. 

Douglas  Carlson,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury  and  Robert  Sundell. 

No  Report. 

No  Report. 

Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Kathryn  Brown,  Joseph  Cernic,  Betty 
Compton,  Alice  Driscoll,  Helen  Goldthwait,  Plargaret 
Hand,  Mrs.  V.F.  Hiller,  Ted  Ingalls,  Mr.  Sc  Firs.  Robert 
Keople,  Pliss  M.L.  Moser,  PIr. Sc  Mrs.  Richard  Rulison, 

Vera  Sanborn,  Donna  Shelton, Firs. Benson  Smith, Oren  L. 
Smith  Sr, Mrs. Bret  Taylor, Rita  Ungermann  Sc  Mrs.  Neal  K. 
Wilson. 
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Sections  Observers 

Mrs .  Lou  Burt on 5  Celestia  Abbott,  Mrs.  Frank  Apsey, 

Anna  Ayres,  Mrs.  David  Bosworth,  Mr.&  Mrs.  T.L. 

Burdick,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier,  Mrs.  Alton  Case, 
Mrs.  Sherman  Childs,  Llewellyn  Dean,  Lindsay  A.  Gross, 
Mrs.  James  Hooker,  Frances  Hunt,  Laura  Ingram,  Norman 
Ives,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Keople,  Mildred  Marshall,  Joe 
McLaughlin,  Nina  McMindes,  Hazel  Nichols,  Marjorie 
Richmond,  Bruce  Smalley,  E.G.  Smith,  Steven  Smith, 

Mrs.  John  Sot ore,  Maynard  Stohr,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz, 
Alfred  Voorhies  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Wight man. 

Elizabeth  Brooks,  Erma  Larson,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  June  Babcock, 
Dorothy  Bayless,  Catherin  Bernard,  Gene  Bernard,  Grace 
Buckley,  Minnie  E.  Clark,  Dale,  Claire,  Denis  and 
Evelyn  Coats,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Larry  Deverell,  Ann 
Eisenhardt,  Christine  Ferrand,  Peter  and  Terry  Finley, 
Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Jay  and  Louise  Gibson,  John  and 
Eleanor  Gilmour,  Bill  Howe,  Clarence  Klingensmith, 

Cathy  MacDonald,  Fir.  &  Firs.  Ted  McClure,  Raymond 
Pitzrick,  Ona  and  Ruth  Reynolds,  Helen  Robinson,  Mary 
Ross,  Bill  Schneider,  Rita  Sick,  Ruth  Smith,  Harland 
and  Helen  Snodgrass,  Helen  Thomas  and  Theodore  Vossler. 

The  cooperation  and  effort  by  our  members  and  friends  made  this  report 
possible.  Special  thanks  go  to  the  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  the  Jamestown 
Audubon  Society,  and  our  friends  in  Batavia,  Hamburg  and  other  outlying  areas 
who  covered  their  territories  so  thoroughly  with  so  many  observers  in  the  field. 

U923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N.Y. 

lij.092 

NOTES 

New  Members 

The  Society  is  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  new  members  % 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bela  Babus  tel.  88U-7U99 

lU  Inwood  Place 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  1U209 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seth  Abbott  (Lois)  tel.  6U9-377U 

115  Maple  Avenue 
Hamburg,  New  York  li;075> 

Mrs.  Francis  (Carolyn)  Frank  tel.  883-U806 

32  W.  Balcom  Street 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  ll±209 


27-  Bolivar  - 


28-  Alfred  - 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Grimble  (Linda)  tel.  778-7529 

2730  Caledonia  Street 
Newfane,  New  York  II4.IO8 

Judge  and  Mrs.  John  0.  Henderson  (Clare)tel.  83U  8828 
89  High  Park  Blvd. 

Eggertsville,  New  York  ll;226 

Mr.  Stuart  Joynt  tel.  873-U211 

17  Tioga  Street 

Buffalo  ,  New  York  llj.216 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Schwartz  (Pauline)  tel.  832-536 9 
12  Woodbridge  Avenge 
Cheektowaga,  New  York  1U225 

Mr.  Allen  Valentine 

c/o  National  Gypsum  Co., Inc. 

325  Delaware  Avenue 
Buffalo,  New  York  1U202 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


January  10th  "Analytical  Review  of  1972  Christmas  Count”:  William  C.  Vaughan. 

"Some  Birding  Experiences  of  Fred  T.  Hall":  memorable  film 
selections  from  the  files  of  the  late  director  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  presented  by  David  M.  Bigelow. 

January  21+th  ”A  Plan  For  Injured  Owls” :  An  illustrated  slide  lecture  presented 

by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Larry  McKeever  of  Vineland  Station,  Ontario, 
showing  their  remarkable  work  in  saving  sick  and  injured  owls  and 
other  raptors,  a  commitment  which  is  bringing  them  national 
recognition  in  Canada. 


February  lUth  "Analytical  Review  of  1973  N.Y.S.  Federation  Waterfowl  Count”: 

Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


"The  Kirtland’s  Warbler":  A  review  of  the  biology  of  this  rare 
and  endangered  bird  presented  by  Mr.  Harold  F.  Mayfield  of 
Waterville,  Ohio,  the  recognized  authority  on  this  species 
and  leader  in  the  current  effort  to  preserve  its  habitat  in 
the  jackpine  country  of  Northern  Michigan. 
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cont. 


February  28th  "Recording  Birdsongs  in  Australia" :  The  ornithological  experience 

of  Dr.  Robert  Stein  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo 
during  his  recent  trip  to  Australia. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

January  lUth  Target  date  for  the  N.Y.  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  Waterfowl 

Count.  Inclusive  dates  for  the  count  are  January  13th  through 
January  21st  but  all  participants  are  urged  to  get  into  the  field 
on  the  lUth  if  possible.  Call  Harold  Mitchell  at  633-8612  for 
assignment  of  territory. 


January  28th  East  Aurora  and  southern  Erie  County.  Richard  Byron,  leader. 

(tel.  652-3887).  Meet  in  front  of  Roycroft  Inn  in  East  Aurora 
at  8:00  a.m. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Arthur  Schaffner,  h9  Northumberland,  Buffalo, 
New  York  1U215. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.  1U22U 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3«00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  114-217 • 
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THE  MONTH 

November  was  cloudy  and  cold  with  the  average  temperature  36,0 
degrees,  3.1  degrees  below  the  mean.  Precipitation  measured  23.18  inches, 

18.9  inches  in  the  form  of  snow.  The  first  major  snoxTfall  of  the  season 
occurred  on  the  lUth  with  6.9  inches  being  recorded.  A  warming  trend  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  month  dissipated  much  of  the  accumulated  snow  cover. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  lack  of  heavy  snow  cover  and  sustained  cold  temperatures  probably 
account  in  part  for  the  paucity  of  late  fall  records  from  feeding  stations. 
Interesting  birds  were  much  in  evidence,  however,  including  a  magnificent  dark 
phase  Gyrfalcon  observed  on  the  29th  near  the  Niagara  River  northwest  of  Fort 
Erie,  Ontario,  by  Robert  Andrle  and  Richard  Byron.  The  bird  was  seen  well  both 
perching  and  in  flight.  An  adult  male  Harlequin  Duck  was  found  in  the  Niagara 
River  near  Bird  Island  on  the  ninth  and  another,  possibly  the  same  individual, 
was  seen  by  several  observers  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  later  in  the  month. 

A  Red-throated  Loon  reported  by  Robert  Sundell  from  Bemus  Point  on  Chautauqua 
Lake  is  a  very  unusual  record  for  that  locality.  The  only  Black-headed  Gull 
record  for  the  year,  to  date,  was  reported  by  Paul  Benham  from  Niagara  Falls, 
Ontario,  on  the  fifth.  No  Sabine’s  Gulls,  anticipated  in  the  influx  of  Arctic 
larids  at  this  season,  were  reported.  The  first  Snowy  Owl  of  the  season  was 
reported  from  Niagara  Falls  on  the  12th  and  many  records  of  northern  finches, 
including  a  sizeable  invasion  of  Pine  Grosbeaks,  were  received  from  the  Southern 
Tier  counties. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  lii-217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates 
F  -  Indicates 
L  -  Indicates 
(f)-  Indicates 


first  record  for  the  year 
first  record  for  the  migration 
last  record  for  the  migration 
record  from  feeding  station 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable  detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide 
to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965 )  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Nov.  1 

1  Bay  View 

Bourne 

"  2 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

"  9 

1  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Grzybowski 

"  16 

15  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

"  17 

h  Bemus  Pt.,  Chaut.  Lake 

Elderkin 

"  19 

7  Niagara  River, Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al . 

"21,29 

2,1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrles, Byron 

"  28 

3  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

"  29 

1  Upper  Niagara  River, Ont. 

Andrles, Byron 

*Red-thr.  Loon 

"  16 

1  Bemus  Pt.  Chaut.  Lake 

Sundell 

Red-necked  Grebe 

"  10 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

"  30 

1  Long  Pt.St.Pk., Chaut. Lake 

Sundell 

Horned  Grebe 

"  12 

30  Mayville 

Elderkin 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

"  12 

12  Mayville 

Elderkin 

"  15 

12  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

"  11 

1  Tifft  St.,Bflo. 

Andrle 

Amer.  Bittern 

"  13L 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Kikta 

Whistling  Swan 

"11-25 

1  Langford 

Webbs 

"  12 

90  Mayville 

Elderkin 

"  13 

6  Waver ly  Beach, Ont. 

Kikta 

"  13 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

"  17 

60  Bemus  Pt,, Chaut.  Lake 

Beal 

"  17 

62  Bemus  Creek  Bay,Chaut,  Lake 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

"  17 

6  Midway 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

"  30 

133  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Canada  Goose 

"  1 

U8  Beaver  Meadow, Java 

Danner 

"  1 

ihhO  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

"11-25 

UO  Langford 

W  ebbs 

"  29 

700  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*Brant 

"  15 

1  Fuhrman  Blvd.,Bflo. 

Kikta 

"  19 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner,et  al. 

Gadwall 

"  1 

17  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

"  5,io 

2  Burges on  Sanctuary 

Beal 

"  12 

k  Mayville 

Elderkin 
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Gadwall 

Nov.  15 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

19 

111 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner,A.R. 

Clark 

Pintail 

h 

1 

57 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Green-w.  Teal 

it 

1 

Ul 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

23 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner,A.R„ 

Clark 

tt 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Blue  w.  Teal 

it 

1 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Amer.  Widgeon 

it 

15 

U93 

Iroquois  NWR. 

Morse 

Shoveler 

tt 

l 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

15L 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Wood  Duck 

tt 

15 

l 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Redhead 

tt 

17 

Uo 

Pt.  Chautauqua 

Elderkin, Pills- 

bury 

tt 

17 

30 

Mayville 

Elderkin, Pills- 

bury 

tt 

19 

30 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

Ring-n.  Duck 

tt 

1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

3-5 

16 

Foster  Lake 

Brooks 

tt 

11 

8 

Foster  Lake 

Brooks 

tt 

15 

15 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

17 

12 

Pt.  Chautauqua 

Elderkin, Pills- 

bury 

tt 

17 

6 

Mayville 

Elderkin, Pills- 

bury 

ti 

19 

k 

Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

Canvasback 

it 

15 

5oo 

Dewittville 

Beal 

Greater  Scaup 

tt 

12 

7000 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Gr zybowski , Br o s s 

tt 

19 

3073 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

Lesser  Scaup 

tt 

1 

7 

Foster  Lake 

Brooks 

it 

1 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Bufflehead 

tt 

12 

60 

Mayville 

Elderkin 

tt 

19 

1390 

Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

Harlequin  Duck 

tt 

9 

1 

Bird  Island,  Bflo. 

Andrle, Byron 

ti 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Wendling,et  al. 

tt 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

*King  Eider 

tt 

18 

1 

Niagara  Gorge,  Ont. 

Benham 

tt 

18 

5 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Benham 

tt 

2U 

5 

Navy  Is., Ont. 

Andrle s 

tt 

25 

5 

Navy  Is., Ont. 

Gr zybowski, et  al 

White-w.  Scoter 

tt 

19 

3 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

tt 

30 

5 

Hamburg  Town  Pk. 

Bourne 

Surf  Scoter 

tt 

1 

1 

Bay  View 

Bourne 

tt 

19 

l 

Niagara  Gorge,  Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

tt 

12,25 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Grzybowski,et  al. 

Common  Scoter 

tt 

19 

5 

Niagara  Gorge,  Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

tt 

12,25 

l 

Niagara  Gorge,  Ont. 

Grzybowski,et  al 

tt 

2h 

l 

Mayville 

Rew 
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Ruddy  Duck  Nov.  1 

7  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

”  12 

1  Mayville 

Elderkin 

«*  15 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*'  17 

ij.Pt.  Chautauqua 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

"  17 

8  Mayville 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

’*  23 

1  Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

**  2h 

3 Uh  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

«»  29 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Hooded  Merganser 

"  5 

25  Burge son  Sanctuary 

Beal 

"  15 

26  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

*»  2h 

37  Mayville 

Rew 

Red-br.  Merganser 

**  19 

1035  Niagara  River 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

”  10 

1  Burgeson  Sanctuary 

Beal 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

"  3 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

"  3 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

*'  26 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

»*  28 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Re d-t ailed  Hawk 

m  23 

20  N. Grimsby  to  Dunville,Ont 

.S chaff ner  , A. R. Clark 

Red- should.  Hawk 

*'  1 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

**  12 

1  Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Grzybowski, Bros  s 

**  15 

1  Elma 

Danner 

'*  16 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

*«  29 

1  Bertie  Twp.,0nt. 

Andrle,  Byron 

Bald  Eagle 

»*  2h 

1  (ad.)  Mayville 

Sundell 

Marsh  Hawk 

"  3 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

*»  15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

**  23 

2  Rockhous e, Morgan*  s  Pt.Ont 

.Schaf f ner , A .R .Clark 

*Gyrfalcon 

»»  29 

1  Bertie  Twp.,0nt. 

Andrle, Byron 

Turkey 

”16,18 

50,16  Carrollton 

Grzybowski, Eaton 

Amer.  Coot 

”  9 

2950  Mayville 

Sundell 

”  12 

200  Mayville 

Elderkin 

"  2h 

800  Mayville 

Rew 

Killdeer 

*’  1,2 

6,7  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

”  10 

9  Alfred 

Brooks 

Amer.  Woodcock 

"  2 

6  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

"  15L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Common  Snipe 

"  3 

12  Iroquois  NWR 

Bartlett 

”  6,12 

1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

”27-29L 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

”  1 

16  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

"  5l 

2  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

^Purple  Sandpiper 

”  12F 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Grzybowski, Bross 

W.-rump.  Sandp. 

**  12  L 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Grzybowski , Bross 

Dunlin 

”  1,2 

3,6  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

n  3 

21  Iroquois  NWR 

Bartlett 

,T  12 

150  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Grzybowski, Bross . 

”  23 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner,A.R.Clark 

”  •  25L 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Grzybowski, et  al. 

Sanderling 

”  18L 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Benham 
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Glaucous  Gull 

Nov.  19 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

n 

21 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

*tt 

25 

1 

Bay  View 

Bourne 

Iceland  Gull 

tt 

5 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Benham 

If 

18 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Benham 

Gr.Black-*b.  Gull 

tt 

2h 

5U  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Herring  Gull 

tt 

19 

1800 

Pt.  Colborne,Ont. 

Andrle 

*Black-h.  Gull 

tt 

5 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont, 

Benham 

Franklin’s  Gull 

tt 

25 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Grzybowski,  et  al. 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

tt 

2 

200 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Little  Gull 

tt 

12 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Schaffner ,A .R. Clark 

tt 

25> 

2 

Queens  ton,  Ont • 

Grzybowski,  et  al. 

tt 

25 

1 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Grzybowski,  et  al. 

tt 

25 

1 

Ft .  Erie ,  Ont . 

Grzybowski,  et  al. 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake" 

2U 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle 

Common  Tern 

tt 

2L 

2 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Schaffner,  A. R. Clark 

tt 

23 

1 

Amherst 

Me Kales 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tt 

1-30 

2-U 

Belmont  to  Scio 

Burtons 

tt 

1 

1 

Tifft  St. ,Bflo, 

Andrle 

tt 

1 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner,  A. R. Clark 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

tt 

1-30 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

h 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommer ville 

tt 

8 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

15 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

23 

1 

Martin  Rd., Clint on  Twp.Ont.  Schaffner,A.R.Cla: 

tt 

2U 

1 

Mud  Lake, Pt.Colborne, Ont 

.Andrle 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

tt 

Hi 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Red-h.  Wdpkr. 

It 

6 

1 

DeCew  Falls,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Yellow-b .Sapsucker 

It 

5 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

•a-Boreal  Chickadee 

It 

13 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Kikta 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-30 

2  . 

'Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

It 

22,2k 

2 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

1-30 

1-2 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

tt 

1-30 

1 

Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

It 

1-30 

2 

Alfred  (f) 

Brooks 

• 

tt 

9 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

It 

.12 

6 

Morgan’s  Pt.,Ont. 

Grzybowski, Bross 

tt 

16,18 

20 

Carrolton 

Grzybowski 

tt 

19 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Ulrich,  et  al. 

21,22 

>21,29 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

30 

1 

Hamburg  (f ) 

Webbs 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

6L 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

It 

1t30 

1-2 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

tt 

13 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Kikta 

Mockingbird 

tt 

1$ 

1 

Mayville 

Beal 

Eastern  Bluebird 

tt 

1 

3 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

11 

h 

Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

12 

6 

Morgan’s  Pt.,Ont. 

Grzybowski , Bross 

tt 

16 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

19L 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Rew,  et  al. 
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Water  Pipit 

Nov.  23L 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Benham 

Northern  Shrike 

"  1 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Bartlett 

"  6 

1 

West  Almond 

Burtons 

"  6 

1 

Town  of  Birds all 

Burtons 

"  11 

1 

Foster  Marsh 

Brooks 

"15  16 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"15-  21 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

"  1? 

1 

E.  Valley,  Alleg.  Co. 

Brooks 

"  20 

1 

Elma 

Kikta 

"  2U 

1 

Mayville 

Sundell 

"  25 

1 

Boston 

Mitchell 

"  25 

1 

near  Crystal  Beach, Ont 

.Grzybowski,Bross 

"  28 

1 

Friendship 

Burtons 

"  29 

1 

Elma 

Kikta 

Myrtle  Warbler 

"  11L 

1 

Tifft  St. ,Bflo. 

Andrle 

E.  Meadowlark 

"  1 

2 

Elma 

Danner 

"  19 

22 

Port  Colborne,Ont. 

Andrle 

"  20,29 

10 

Lancaster 

Kikta 

Rusty  Blackbird 

"  5,12 

6,1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"  23L 

25 

Bunnville 

Schaffner,A.R.  Clark 

Dickcissel 

"  16,17 

1 

Fillmore  (f) 

Palmer,  Main 

Evening  Grosbeak 

"  1-'  7 

8-12 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

"  3,U56  : 

10,10,6 

Alfred 

Brooks 

"  6 

3 

Belmont 

Burtons 

m  7 

6 

Snyder 

DeKleine 

7 

20 

Olean 

Grzybowski 

i?  y 

12 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"  11 

30 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

"  13 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

"  13 

8 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"  16,18  30O+,U0O 

Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

"  18,28 

10,10 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"  2b 

65 

Charlotte 

Rew 

"  2b 

50 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

"  29 

60 

Alfred 

Burtons 

"  30 

15 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

Purple  Finch 

"  u 

2 

Alfred 

Brooks 

"  7 

1 

Town  of  Birds all 

Burtons 

House  Finch 

"  1-30 

10 

Eggertsville 

Ward 

Pine  Grosbeak 

"16F,18 

1,5 

Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

"  19 

2 

Lewiston 

Benham 

"  2b 

18 

Stockton 

Rew 

"  25 

27 

Charlotte 

Rew 

"  25 

28 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Webbs 

"  26 

20 

Beaver  Meadow, Java 

Henzler 

"  27,28. 

7, Hi 

Springbrook 

Danner 

"  28 

12 

Jericho  Hill 

Brooks 

"  29 

8 

Panama 

Elderkin 

"  29 

9 

Como  Park 

Kikta 

"  29,30 

7 

'  Town  of  Ward 

Burtons 
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Pine  Siskin 

Nov.  U 

5 

Foster  Lake 

Brooks 

"  16 

3 

Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

u  29 

2 

Panama 

Elderkin 

Red  Crossbill 

n  7 

9 

Town  of  Birds all 

Burtons 

"  7,11* 

20 

Ole  an 

Grzybowski 

"  10 

IS 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

n  11 

10 

Alfred 

Brooks 

"  16,18 

60,20 

Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

"  2U 

3 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

"  25 

3 

Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Webbs 

"  27,29 

9,5 

St.  Bonaventure 

Grzybowski 

"  30 

11 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

White-w.  Crossbill 

"  18F 

10 

Carrollton 

Grzybowski 

!»  25 

5 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Webbs 

"  2$ 

11 

Foster  Lake 

Brooks 

"  2% 

Hi 

Charlotte 

Rew 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

"  10 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

"  2U-30L 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Vesper  Sparrow 

"  1 

1 

Cuba 

Burtons 

"  22 

1 

Limestone 

Grzybowski 

Chipping  Sparrow 

»  18-29 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"  20 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal,  Peterson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

"  1,273- 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

"  1,2 

1 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

"  12 

1 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Fox  Sparrow 

"  1 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

"  IS 

1 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

"  18 

1 

Jamestown 

Kibler 

Species ,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year:  271 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  8 

279 


1972  NESTING  RECORDS  -  IV 


(Compiled  by  Dr. 

Donald  F. 

Clark  at  his 

refuge  at  Farmersville  Station,  N.Y.) 

Wood  Duck 

May  27 

12E 

u  31 

ie,  nr 

Watched  ducklings  emerge 
from  nest  box. 

Wood  Duck 

May  27 

5E 

"  31 

IE,  H 

Young  bird  seen  on  pond 
during  thunder  stormj 
taken  by  snapping  turtle 

Tree  Swallow 

May  27 

6E 

June  3 

1E,$T 

"  18 

51 
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Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 

Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


Tree  Swallow 


May 

27 

6E 

June 

3 

6E 

it 

18 

May 

27 

7E 

June 

3 

7E 

it 

18 

nest  empty 

May 

27 

5E 

June 

3 

$E 

tt 

18 

5>E 

May 

27 

5E 

June 

3 

3E.2Y 

n 

18 

2Y 

May 

27 

3E 

June 

3 

3E 

tt 

18 

3E  . 

July 

23 

•  SY 

11 

30 

5y 

May 

27 

7E 

June 

3 

7E 

11 

18 

5>Y 

May 

27 

6E 

June 

3 

6E 

tt 

18 

May 

27 

£e 

June 

3 

5>E 

tt 

18 

$T 

May 

27 

6E 

June 

3 

6E 

1! 

18 

3Y 

May 

27 

6E 

June 

3 

ie,Sy 

it 

18 

$1 

May 

27 

2E 

June 

3 

IE 

i» 

18 

IE 

May 

27 

6E 

June 

3 

6E 

n 

18 

6Y 

-1 U9- 

nest  abandoned 


nest  abandoned 


one  dead  young  in  nest 


'liast  abandoned 


Tree  Swallow 
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Tree  Swallow 

May 

t! 

tl 

June 

Tree  Swallow 

May 

June 

tt 

Tree  Swallow 

May 

Tree  Swallow 

May 

Tree  Swallow 

May 

Tree  Swallow 

May 

Tree  Swallow 

May 

June 

tr 

Blue  Jay- 

June 

House  Wren 

June 

House  Wren 

July 

it 

House  Wren 

July 

House  Wren 

July 

Catbird 

May 

Catbird 

May 

Robin 

May 

tt 

It 

It 

June 

Robin 

May 

n 

Robin 

May 

Robin 

May 

it 

19 

3E 

26 

He 

27 

1|E 

18 

nest  empty 

27 

6E 

3 

6E 

18 

6Y 

27 

6E 

27 

6E 

27 

6E 

27 

5E 

27 

5E 

.  3 

5E 

18 

nest  empty 

2 

3E 

2 

? 

23 

feeding  young 

30 

t!  t! 

30 

•  5y 

17 

7E 

28 

2E 

26 

3E 

13 

IE 

15 

3E 

21 

HE 

26 

2E.2Y 

3 

UY 

19 

building 

28 

IiE 

28 

2E 

19 

female  on  nest 

21 

2E 

26 

2E 
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Robin 

May  19 

adult  on  nest 

"  21 

UE 

"  26 

UY 

Robin 

May  16 

I4E 

"  29 

liY 

June  3 

UY 

Robin 

May  21 

building 

"  25 

IE 

June  '2 

3E 

"  18 

nest  empty 

Robin 

June  2 

2Y 

2Y 

Robin 

July  30 

• 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

May  27 

I4E 

June  3 

UE 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

May  27 

3E 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

May  27 

liE 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

May  27 

UE 

Common  Grackle 

May  27 

.  1Y 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

June  2 

3E 

Field  Sparrow 

May  27 

5>E 

”28  *  '  nest  destroyed 

178  West  Girard  Blvd.,Kenmore,N.Y.  114217 
ERRATUM 

Vol.  38,  November  1972,  no. 11,  p.127 

The  first  sentence  of  the  first  paragraph  of  THE  MONTH  reads: 

"October  was  a  cloudy  cool  month  with  the  average  temperature  recorded  on  the 
18th, 19th  and  20th." 

This  should  read: 

"October  was  a  cloudy,  cool  month  with  the  average  temperature  U.6  degrees  below 
the  mean  and  record  low  temperatures  recorded  on  the  18th,  19th  and  20th." 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


NIAGARA  LOOP  TRIP,  November  19th,  1972 

by  Alice  Ulrich 

On  November  19th  six  B.O.S.  members  and  the  writer  crossed  the  Peace  Bridge 
at  8:00  a.m.  to  count  the  birds  on  the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  land  areas 
between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario. 

Proceeding  upriver  we  noted  the  scarcity  of  waterbirds  along  the  way  to 
Jaeger  Rocks,  T-rhich  was  devoid  of  shorebirds,  probably  due  to  the  unusually  high 
water  this  autumn.  We  then  proceeded  north  along  the  River  with  little  success 
until  we  reached  the  Fort  Erie  Sanctuary  where  an  interesting  group  of  waterfowl 
included  Black  Duck  (far  outnumbering  the  Mallards  among  them)  and  a  few  indivi¬ 
duals  of  other  species  such  as  Common  Scoter,  Greater  Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye, 
Common  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  and  one  male  Hooded  Merganser  which  we  dubbed 
"The  Dandy" as  he  preened  his  feathers  with  hood  fully  extended.  The  trip  again 
proved  uneventful  until  we  reached  the  parking  lot  at  the  weir  for  the  power  in¬ 
take  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  river.  There  we  scanned  the  gulls  and  were  de¬ 
lighted  to  find  a  Brant  with  a  group  of  ducks  near  the  end  of  the  concrete  pier 
extending  upriver  here. 

In  Dufferin  Island  Park  we  found  nine  species  of  landbirds,  almost  the  entire 
day’s  list.  Here  also  was  a  late  Green  Heron.  A  few  moments  later,  in  the  rapids 
between  the  weir  and  the  crest  of  the  Horseshoe  Falls,  while  looking  over  the 
numerous  gulls  and  a  few  waterfowl  here,  Marie  Wendling  trained  her  spotting  scope 
on  an  "adult  male  Harlequin  Duck  swimming  in  the  turbulent  water  before  he 

stopped  his  clowning  and  flew  away.  Several  birders  from  Hamilton,  Ontario,  told 
us  they  had  watched  this  bird  for  some  time  before  our  arrival  and  also  spotted  a 
Franklin’s  Gull  which  we  could  not  locate.  We  were  disappointed  at 'the  small 
number  of  birds  in  the  gorge,  and  the  stop  at  the  power  plants  was  also  unreward¬ 
ing  as  no  White-winged  Gulls  were  to  be  seen  among  the  Ring-billed  and  Herring 
Gulls  milling  over  the  water  below.  At  the  sand  dock  at  Queenston,  however,  our 
search  was  rewarded  with  good  views  of  an  adult  Glaucous  Gull  flying  up  and  down 
river  among  numerous  Herring,  Ring-billed  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls. 

On  our  return  to  Buffalo  across  Grand  Island,  we  paused  at  Burnt  Ship  Creek 
just  off  the  north  bridge  and  added  Gadwall  and  Pintail  to  our  list  of  species 
for  the  day. 

193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Ih2lh 
NOTES 

Two  programs  in  the  Hayes  Lectures  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  of 
possible  interest  to  B.O.S.  members,  will  be  presented  in  March  and  April  of 
this  year.  They  are:  "The  Far  Away  Falklands .. .Another  Penguin  Summer"  presented 
by  Dr.  Olin  Sewall  Pettingill,  current  director  of  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
at  Cornell  University,  and  "On  The  Trail  Of  The  Arctic  Char"  presented  by  Karl  H. 
Maslowski,  the  well  known  wildlife  photographer. 
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Dr.  Pettingill’s  program  will  be  presented  on  Sunday,  March  Uth,  at  3:00  p.m. 
and  Mr.  Maslowski’s  program  is  scheduled  for  3:00  p.m.  on  Sunday,  April  8th., 
both  in  the  auditorium  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  There  is  no  admission 


charge . 

1973  PROGRAM  -MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the  Society’s  Club 
Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


February  28th 

"Eir ding  Adventures  in  Australia" :  The  ornithological  ex¬ 
periences  of  Dr.  Robert  Stein  of  the  State  University  College 
at  Buffalo  during  his  recent  trip  to  Australia. 

March  lUth 

"Bird-banding  at  Farmersville  Station":  Since  1966,  B.0.S, 
member  Dr.  Donald  F.  Clark  of  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  has  conducted 
bird-banding  operations  on  a  U6  acre  refuge  in  Farmersville 
Township,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y.  He  will  tell  us  of  some 
of  the  interesting  aspects  of  this  project  and  the  species 
of  birds  he  has  studied. 

March  28th 

"Birding  Safari  In  East  Africa":  Color  film  with  sound  re¬ 
cordings  presented  by  Mr.  Bill  Williams  of  Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  member  of  a  group  which  included  Dr.  Alan 
Reckhow  of  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  a  B.O.S.  member,  which  toured 
national  parks  and  game  reserves  in  Uganda,  Kenya  and  Tanzania 
in  January  and  February  of  1972  primarily  to  study  the  birds 
of  East  Africa. 

1973  PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

February  11th 

Ontario  Plain  for  winter  finches  and  other  birds.  Harold  Dodge 
leader  (tel.  6h9-k929) •  Meet  at  Main  Street  and  West  Royal 
Parkway,  Williams ville  (just  north  of  the  entrance  to  the 
Youngmann  Highway)  at  7:30  A.M. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Arthur  Schaffner,  h9  Northumberland  Avenue, 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  1U215. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.  1U22U. 

BACK  ISSUES: 

Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 

$3*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR: 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  A ve ., Kenmore ,  N.Y.  lii.217. 
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SPECIES  (cont.)  PAGE 


SPECIES 

PAGE 

Avocet,  American 

108 

Bittern,  American 

1U3 

Bittern,  Least 

60 

Blackbird,  Rusty 

120 

Bluebird,  Eastern 

5,2k. 39 

Bobwhite 

99 

Bunting,  Snow 

131 

Chickadee,  Boreal 

1*, 23, 11*6 

Crossbill,  Red 

109,120,131 

Dickcissel 

25, 65,  Hi? 

Duck,  Harlequin 

ll*l* 

Dunlin 

U,108 

Egret  -Cattle 

60 

Egret,  Snowy 

7U 

Falcon,  Peregrine 

3 

Finch,  House 

6,25,1*0,65 

82,91,120 

I3l,lh? 

Flycatcher,  Acadian 

100 

Gadwall 

7,99 

Godwit,  Marbled 

108 

Goose,  Blue 

3,7 

Goose,  White-fr. 

61 

Goshawk 

61,129 

Gull,  Black-h. 

1*,  7, 11*6 

Gull,  Franklin’s 

22,99 

Gull,  Glaucous 

129 

Gull,  Laughing 

99 

Gull,  Little 

22 

Gyr falcon 

27,11*5 

Hawk,  Red-sh. 

3,21,37 

Heron,  Louisiana 

7 

Ibis,  Glossy 

2 

Jaeger,  Parasitic 

108 

Jaeger,  Pomarine 

U 

Kingbird,  Western 

108,119 

Kinglet,  Ruby-cr. 

91,119 

Kittiwake,  Black-leg 

119, 1U6 

Loon,  Red-thr. 

u*3 

Oldsquaw 

99,107 

Oriole,  Baltimore 

2h 

Oriole,  Orchard 

78,91 

Ovenbird 

5,21* 

Phalarope,  Red 

22,118 

Phalarope,  Wilson’s 

108 

Redhead 

Redpoll,  Common 
Redpoll,  Hoary 
Sandpiper,  Buff-br. 

Sandpiper,  Solitary 
Sandpiper,  Stilt 
Shoveler 

Shrike,  Northern 
Snipe,  Common 
Sparrow,  Chipping 
Sparrow,  Clay-col. 

Sparrow,  Fox 
Sparrow,  Harris ' s 
Sparrow,  Tree 
Sparrow,  White-thr. 

Swan,  Whistling 
Swift,  Chimney 
Teal,  Green-w. 

Vireo,  White-eyed 
Warbler,  Myrtle 
Warbler,  Pine 
Warbler,  Prairie 
Warbler,  Tennessee 
Widgeon,  European 
Willet 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Amey,  Pamela 
Andrle,  Robert 
Axtell,  Harold  &  Rachel 
Benham,  Paul 
Brooks,  Elizabeth 
Brownstein,  Richard 
Burton,  Doris 
Carlson,  Douglas 
Clark,  Donald 
DeKleine ,  E.  Hoyt 
Dodge,  Harold 
Dodge,  Harold  &  Barbara 
Grzybowski,  Joseph 
Klabunde,  Walter 
KLingensmith,  Clarence 
Mitchell,  Harold  32,U3,5L,5b 

Morse,  John 


117 

73 

UO 

108,118 

99 

108 

37 

6U 

7 ,22,38 
1U8 
7 

26 

ai,66 

79 

7 

90 

7,130 

20,37 

77 

7 

109,120 

78,82 

109 

80,90 

75 


12 

91,12U 

9 

36,56 

27,113 

1,18 

12 

3.2 

iae 

72 

8 

79 

100 

121,131 

12a 
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Seamans.  Gail 

66 

Freitag,  Arthur  D.D.S. 

hh 

Thill,  Joseph  IUj.,59,73,89 

Seeber,  Edward 

U3 

98,106,116 
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TEE  MONTH 

December  was  a  gloomy  month  with  only  one  full  day  of  sunshine ,  oddly 
enough  on  the  17th,  the  day  of  the  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Only  7%  of  possible 
sunshine  for  the  month  was  recorded.  The  average  temperature  was  30.8  degrees  or  3*1 
degrees  above  normal.  Precipitation  measured  23.66  inches ,  19.8  inches  in  the  form 
of  snow,  although  the  only  significant  snowfall  during  the  entire  month  occurred  on 
the  15>th  when  6.6  inches  was  recorded. (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

The  continuing  open  weather  of  late  fall  and  early  winter  kept  land  birds 
dispersed  enough  to  preclude  many  interesting  reports  from  feeders.  However,  field 
observers  reported  many  flocks  and  a  great  variety  of  winter  finches.  Over  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  Evening  Grosbeaks  in  one  flock  were  reported  at  Alfred  in  Allegany 
County  on  the  2lj.th  by  Elizabeth  Brooks.  A  Harlequin  Luck,  probably  the  same  indivi¬ 
dual  reported  in  November,  was  seen  by  many  observers  during  the  month  in  the  upper 
Niagara  River  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  A  flock  of  six  Purple  Sandpipers  was  seen 
in  the  rocks  among  the  upper  rapids  of  the  Niagara  River  near  Three  Sisters  Island 
by  the  Axtells  on  the  25th.  The  most  exciting  bird  of  the  month  was  a  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  reported  on  the  27th  by  Robert  Andrle  and  Arthur  Clark  from  the  vicinity 
of  a  land-fill  garbage  dump  at  St.  David's,  Ontario.  It  was  subsequently  seen  by  sev¬ 
eral  B.O.S.  members  and  birders  from  Hamilton  and  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  It  is  only 
the  second  verifiable  record  from  the  B.O.S.  study  area.  This  garbage  dump,  now  in 
operation  to  dispose  of  refuse  of  the  City  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  and  a  field  a 
short  distance  away,  offer  the  observer  an  excellent  opportunity  to  study  the  larger 
wintering  gulls  conveniently  gathered  together  to  feed  on  the  refuse  and  rest. 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  11*217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)-  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  ’’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New 
York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  196£)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  perma¬ 
nent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS  for  DECEMBER  1972 


Common  Loon 

Dec 

.  7 

1  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Grzybowski 

tt 

9 

3  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,et  al. 

n 

111 

2  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Red-n.  Grebe 

tt 

7 

1  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Grzybowski 

Horned  Grebe 

ti 

7 

2  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Grzybowski 

tt 

9 

1  Grand  Island 

Valentine 

tt 

9 

10  Niagara  River 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

tt 

111 

18  Bemus  Pt.  to  Prendergast  Pt. 

Elderkin 

Pied-b .  Grebe 

tt 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

28 

1  Chadakoin  River,  Jamestown 

Sundell 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

tt 

1-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

111 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Bartlett 

tt 

2li 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Whistling  Swan 

tt 

111 

lilO  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

tt 

111 

1|0  Bemus  Ft.,  Chaut.  Lake 

Elderkin 

it 

111 

2  Midway,  Chaut.  Co. 

Elderkin 

Canada  Goose 

tt 

2 

20  Alden 

Wolf ling 

tt 

7 

U75  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Gadwall 

tt 

9 

10  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  all 

Green-w.  Teal 

tt 

5 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Bartlett 

Wood  Duck 

tt 

7 

1  Iroquois  MR 

Horse 

Ring-n.  Duck 

tt 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Iiitchell,  et  al. 

21 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Canvasback 

tt 

9  ll|30  Grand  Island 

Valentine 

Bufflehead 

tt 

111  1100  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Oldsquaw 

tt 

11;  ll|00  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Harlequin  Duck 

6,23,2k 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells,  et  al. 

tt 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

King  Eider 

ti 

9 

1  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

tt 

12 

1  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Surf  Scoter 

tt 

9 

5  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

Common  Scoter 

tt 

9 

3  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

7 

20  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Grzybowski 

tt 

111 

260  Bemus  Pt.,  Chaut.  Lake 

Elderkin 

-  2  - 
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Ruddy  Duck 

Dec.  1 h 

lliO  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Hooded  Merganser 

u 

3 

1  Wilson 

McKale 

1! 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et 

al. 

11 

14 

Hi5  Bemus  Pt.  to  Prendergast 

Pt. 

Elderkin 

If 

lli 

70  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Common  Merganser 

11 

9  U,000  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et 

al. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

11 

2 

1  Hamburg  (near  feeder) 

Bourne 

If 

11 

1  Hamburg 

Andrles 

It 

18 

1  Ole an 

Grzybowski 

ft 

2U 

1  Holland 

Grzybowski 

Cooper's  Hawk 

11 

3-28 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

3 

1  Acacia  Pk.  Pendleton 

Me Kales 

11 

27 

1  Town  of  Birds all 

Burtons 

It 

31 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

11 

12-15 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

13 

2  Stevensville,  Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

1U 

1  Centerville 

Burtons 

11 

16 

1  Fredonia 

Carlson 

11 

19 

1  Friendship 

Burtons 

Marsh  Hawk 

ft 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Ruffed  Grouse 

11 

3 

1  Town  of  Scio 

Burtons 

11 

9 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Amer.  Coot 

11 

Hi 

7  Bemus  Pt.,  Chaut.  Lake 

Elderkin 

11 

Hi 

100  Mayville  Bay 

Elderkin 

11 

28 

1  Chadakoin  River,  Jamestown 

Sundell 

11 

31 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Killdeer 

It 

27 

2  Frewsburg 

Sundell 

Purple  Sandpiper 

It 

25 

6  Upper  rapids,  Niagara  River 

Axtells 

Glaucous  Gull 

ft 

11 

2  St.  David's,  Ont. 

Andrle,  A. 

Clark 

It 

ll*,27 

3,3  St.  David's,  Ont. 

Andrle,  A. 

Clark 

Iceland  Gull 

tf 

11,27 

1,1  St.  David's,  Ont. 

Andrle,  A. 

Clark 

^Lesser  Black-b.  Gull 

If 

27 

1  St.  David's,  Ont. 

Andrle,  A. 

Clark 

Little  Gull 

11 

25 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Mourning  Dove 

It 

25 

100  Lancaster 

Grzybowski 

It 

27 

li5  Frewsburg 

Sundell 

Snowy  Owl 

11 

23 

1  Alden 

Wolfling 

If 

26,29 

1  White  Game  Farm 

Morse 

Short-eared  Owl 

11 

1-31 

6-7  Alden 

Wolfling 

ft 

27 

2  Alden 

Wendlings 

Saw-whet  Owl 

11 

3 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Rose  Hill, 

Ont 

.Axtells 

11 

27 

1  Burgeson  Sanctuary,  Frewsburg  Sundell 

Belted  Kingfisher 

11 

1-31 

2-U  Belmont  to  Wellsville 

Burtons 

ft 

9 

1  Duffer in  Islands,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et 

al. 

ft 

15 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

11 

2li 

1  St.  Bonaventure  Univ. 

Grzybowski 

It 

2U 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

It 

1-31 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

3 

2  Amherst 

Me  Kales 

tr 

19,26 

1  Eggertsville  (f) 

McKale s 

it 

2U 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommer ville 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

n 

9 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

-  3  - 


Vol.  39,  No.  1  '’Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Pileated  Wdpkr. 

Dec. 19, 30 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Red-bell.  Wdpkr. 

n 

1-31 

1  Iroquois  NWR  (f) 

Olsen 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

1-31 

1-2  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

n 

1-29 

1-2  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

n 

1-31 

1  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

H 

1-  6 

1-2  Williamsville  (f) 

DeKleine 

it 

3 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery  (Hosmer) 

Me Kales 

tt 

3 

1  Wilson  Cemetery 

Me  Kales 

tt 

8 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

u 

9 

U  Alfred 

Brooks 

lU, 

28,29 

1  Williamsville 

DeKleine 

it 

2? 

2  West  Almond 

Burtons 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

1-31 

1  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

ti 

1 

1  Alfred 

Burtons 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

7 

1  near  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Elderkin 

Northern  Shrike 

n 

1-31 

2  Rose  Hill.  Rd., Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

1-5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

2 

1  Springbrook  (near  feeder) 

Danner 

tt 

18 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

22 

1  Derby 

Andrle,  Bourne 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tt 

15 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Smalley 

Rusty  Blackbird 

"20-23 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Common  Grackle 

tt 

9 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

tt 

13 

2  East  Eden 

Bourne 

tt 

1U 

1  Greenhurst  (f) 

Sundell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

it 

1 

60  Alfred 

Burtons 

it 

2 

35  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

3-31 

2-7  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Rose  Hill, Ont. 

(f)  Axtells 

tt 

7,8 

16  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

tt 

10 

50  Allegany  St.  Pk. 

Grzybowski 

tt 

15 

18  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

18 

165  Railroad  Valley,  Alleg.  Co. 

Brooks 

tt 

19 

50  Town  of  Amity 

Burtons 

tt 

21 

3  Friendship 

Burtons 

tt 

23 

25  St.  Bonaventure  Univ. 

Grzybowski 

it 

23 

35  Alden 

Wolfling 

tt 

2k 

10  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

2k 

203  Alfred 

Brooks 

(180+  in  one  flock) 

tt 

2k 

7  Jamestown 

Sundell 

tt 

25 

k  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

26 

50  Jamestown 

Sundell 

tt 

27 

75  West  Almond 

Burtons 

tt 

28 

50  Belmont 

Burtons 

Purple  Finch 

tt 

1 

5  Alfred 

Burtons 

tt 

U-19 

U  Springbrook 

Danner 

tt 

21 

2  Friendship 

Burtons 

it 

31 

6  Springbrook 

Danner 

House  Finch 

tt 

1-31 

20  Amherst 

Ward 

Pine  Grosbeak 

tt 

1 

9  Town  of  Ward 

Burtons 

tt 

1-31 

U-16  Alfred 

3rooks 

-  k  - 
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Pine  Grosbeak 

Dec.  1 

Tt 

2 

tt 

7 

tl 

7 

tt 

7 

It 

7 

tt 

10 

tt 

17 

tt 

17 

tt 

19 

It 

19 

tt 

19 

tt 

20 

tt 

21 

It 

26 

tt 

27 

tt 

27 

tt 

29 

tt 

30 

tt 

30 

It 

31 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

2 

It 

10 

tt 

17 

tt 

27 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

2 

tt 

2 

tl 

5-15 

tt 

12 

tl 

21,23 

tt 

2U 

Ruf  ous - s .  T owhe e 

tt 

1-21; 

tt 

15-29 

Chipping  Sparrow 

tt 

6 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

2 

tt 

16 

t! 

27 

tt 

28 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

1-7 

It 

3 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

tt 

1-31 

tt 

1-31 

It 

1-31 

tt 

5 

It 

5-31 

tt 

7 

ft 

12 

tt 

15-31 

Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

27 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

17 

tt 

19 

12  Alfred-Almond  School 

7  Chipmunk 

15  near  Vandalia 

20  near  Allegheny  Reservoir 
6  near  Frewsburg 

8  near  Allegheny  Reservoir 

5  Allegany  St.  Pk. 

UU  Chipmunk 

19  Arkwright 
h  Lancaster 
25  Town  of  Ward 
18  Iroquois  NWR. 

1  Alfred 

6yh  Cuba,  Friendship 
12  Frewsburg 
29  Arkwright 
330  Lest  Almond 

(150+  in  one  flock) 

U5  Gerry  to  Ellington 
Uh  Colden 

2  West  Falls 

6  Springbrook 
80  Chipmunk 

150  Allegany  St.  Pk. 

US  Chipmunk 
10  Ole an 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 
8  Alfred 

5-9  St.  Bonaventure  Univ. 

16  Alfred 

12  St.  Bonaventure  Univ. 

1?  Alfred 
1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

1  Williamsville 
1  Eggertsville  (f) 

1  Alden  (f) 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

6  Jamestown 
1  Belmont 
1  Belmont 

1  Acacia  Pk.  Pendleton 
3-10  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Rose  Hill, 
l-U  Belmont  (f) 

3-6  Springbrook  (f) 

1  Eggertsville  (f) 

1-U  Williamsville  (f) 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 
1-3  Jamestown 

3  Frewsburg 
8  Fredonia 

100  Town  of  Amity 


Species,  subspecies,  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 
Additional  species ,  subspecies,  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 


Ont 


Burtons 

Grzybowski 

Grzybowski 

Elderkin 

Elderkin 

Elderkin 

Grzybowski 

Grzybowski 

Carlson 

Grzybowski 

Burtons 

Olsen 

Burtons 

Burtons 

S unde 11 

Carlson 

Burtons 

Sundell,  Axtells 
Bee,  Am ey 
Wendlings 
Danner 
Grzybowski 
Grzybowski 
Grzybowski 
Grzybowski 
Bourne 
Brooks 
Grzybowski 
Brooks 
Grzybowski 
Brooks 
Somme rville 
DeKleine 
A.  Me Kale 
Wolf ling 
Bourne 
Sundell 
Burtons 
Burtons 
Me Kales 
.(f)  Axtells 
Burtons 
Danner 
Me Kales 
DeKleine 
Bourne 
Bourne 
Sundell 
Sundell 
Carlson 
Burtons 

279 

1 
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1972  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNTS  IN  THE  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 


On  the  following  pages  we  present  the  results  of  seven  Christmas  Bird 
Counts  taken  within  the  geographic  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S,  Study  Area  between 
December  17th,  1972  and  January  1st,  1973  as  submitted  by  the  compilers  of  each 
count  as  follows:  Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton,  compiler,  Scio  Count'  (Allegany  County 
Bird  Club);  Mr.  Douglas  Carlson,  compiler,  Fredonia  and  Jamestown  Counts  (Jamestown 
Audubon  Society);  Mr.  John  Forness,  compiler,  St.  Bonaventure,  N.Y.  Count;  Mr. John 
Morse,  compiler.  Oak  Orchard  Count;  Mr.  Raymond  Regone,  compiler,  Hamburg-East 
Aurora  Count  (Buffalo  Audubon  Society);  Mr.  William  Vaughan,  compiler.  Grand  Island 
Count  (Buffalo  Ornithological  Society). 

TABLE  #1 


Scio 

St.  Bonaventure 

Fredonia 

Jamestown 

Date  12/30/72 

12/17/72 

1/1/73 

12/31/72 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

1 

Gr.Blue  Heron 

1 

1 

Mallard 

3 

7 

56 

Black  Duck 

Uo 

33 

Gadwall 

3 

Pintail 

1 

Green-w.Teal 

1 

Am.  Widgeon 

1 

Canvasback 

1 

C •  Goldeneye 

17 

9 

Bufflehead 

2U 

1 

White-w. Scoter 

15 

Hooded  Merganser 

h 

Common  Merganser 

29 

Red-b.  Merganser 

3 

Goshawk 

1 

Sharp.- sh.  Hawk 

1 

: 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Red-tail.  Hawk 

lU 

9 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

2 

Rough-leg .Hawk 

1 

Sparrow  Hawk 

7 

5 

8 

9 

Ruffed  Grouse 

25 

1 

3 

Ring-n. Pheasant 

u 

3 

21 

Turkey 

16 

2 

1 

Am.  Coot 

lU 

Killdeer 

2 

Gr.  Black-b.Gull 

Ik 

Herring  Gull 

U0 

217 

Ring-b.  Gull 

6 

1188 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

195 

Mourning  Dove 

Uh 

h 

U5 

58 

Gr. Horned  Owl 

3 

* 

5 

Belt. Kingfisher 

8 

■"  1 

h 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker  2 

1 

l 

Pile  at  ed  W’dpkr. 

U 

1 

l 

-6- 


Jamestown 
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Scio  St.  Bonaventure  Fredonia 


R . -bell .  W dpkr .  1 


Y.bell.  Sapsucker 

1 

Hairy  Wdpkr. 

U3 

13 

7 

U3 

Downy  Wdpkr. 

93 

20 

18 

101 

Horned  Lark 

6 

Blue  Jay 

398 

12U 

22 

1U2 

Common  Crow- 

U12 

IS 

6l 

32 

B1 .- C .Chickadee 

360 

126 

31 

292 

Tufted  Titmouse 

h 

S 

13 

White-br.  Nuthatch7U 

22 

10 

86 

Red-br .Nuthatch 

12 

12 

6 

Uo 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

2 

1 

S 

Winter  Wren 

1 

Mockingbird 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

Robin 

3 

1 

2 

Golden-cr. Kinglet  22 

8 

9 

Cedar  Waxwing 

6 

39 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

2 

Starling 

3U7 

213 

U19 

U8S 

House  Sparrow  1; 

,010 

2SU 

210 

1079 

E.  Meadowlark 

1 

Red-w • Blackbird 

12 

1 

1 

h 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

Common  Grackle 

2 

7 

1 

Br  own-h . C  owbir d 

76 

22 

h 

29 

Cardinal 

103 

16 

20 

126 

Evening  'Grosbeak 

886 

138 

3S 

S9 

Purple  Finch 

IS 

1 

2 

9 

Pine  Grosbeak 

283 

78 

19 

Pine  Siskin 

80 

73 

82 

Am.  Goldfinch 

S9 

1 

6 

111 

Red  Crossbill 

2 

6 

19 

Ruf ous-s .Towhee 

I 

X 

Slate- col.  Junco 

120 

21S 

27 

2hh 

Tree  Sparrow 

3U8 

U67 

33 

23S 

Q 

Field  Sparrow 

0 

White-cr .Sparrow 

1 

31 

Whit e-t hr. Sparrow  2S 

9 

6 

Swamp  Sparrow 

p 

).< 

Song  Sparrow 

21 

6 

3 

4P 

Total  Species 

U6 

30 

S3 

S7 

T  ot  al  Individuals  h ,  9  9  3 

1,008 

2,78S 

3,62U 

-7- 


Vol.  39,  No.  I  "1972  Christmas  Bird  Counts,  etc."  cont. 

TABLE  #2 


Grand  Island 

Hambur g-E • Aurora 

Oak  Orchard 

Date 

12/17/72 

12/30/72 

12/27/72 

Common  Loon 

Horned  Grebe 

h 

Pie^-b.  Grebe 

2 

1 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

10 

1 

Green  Heron 

1 

Canada  Goose 

1*50 

Mallard 

571 

U*5 

32 

Black  Duck 

21*9 

2 

90 

Gadwall 

67 

Pintail 

10 

20 

Green-w.  Teal 

1 

2 

Am.  Widgeon 

92 

Redhead 

78 

Ring- h. Duck 

3 

Canvasback 

2,3U7 

2 

Gr.  Scaup 

733 

L.  Scaup 

8 

C .  Goldeneye 

3,U68 

59 

1 

Bufflehead 

525 

10 

Oldsquaw 

781 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

White-w.  Scoter 

1 

Common  Scoter 

h 

Common  Merganser 

1,908 

7 

Red-b.  Merganser 

19 

17 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

h 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

I 

Red-tail.  Hawk 

58 

53 

51 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

3 

5 

l 

Marsh  Hawk 

3 

1 

5 

Sparrow  Hawk 

39 

16 

26 

Ruffed  Grouse 

1 

7 

1 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

37 

270 

87 

Glacous  Gull 

2 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

hi 

3 

Herring  Gull 

12,207 

2U 

18 

Ring-b.  Gull 

1,51*2 

9 

21 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

2,270 

Mourning  Dove 

Ul 

265 

15 

Screech  Owl 

U 

1 

Gr.  Horned  Owl 

6 

l 

Long-e .  Owl 

2 

Short-e.  Owl 

6 

Belt .  Kingfisher 

5 

6 
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Grand  Island 

Hamburg-E.  Aurora 

Oak  Orchard 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

12 

5 

19 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

i 

R.-bell.  Wdpkr. 

6 

R.-head.  Wdpkr. 

2 

Hairy  Wdpkr. 

11 

58 

9 

Downy  Wdpkr. 

78 

135 

58 

Horned  Lark 

2 

Blue  Jay 

289 

3h2 

50 

Common  Crow 

61 

8,211 

85 

Bl.-c.  Chickadee 

152 

6lU 

350 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1 

18 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

21 

138 

21 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

50 

Brown  Creeper 

13 

26 

3 

House  Wren 

1 

1 

Winter  Wren 

2 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

Robin 

15 

6 

5 

Wood  Thrush 

2 

Hermit  Thrush 

2 

Golden- cr.  Kinglet 

uu 

28 

1 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing 

28 

59 

15 

Northern  Shrike 

5 

h 

9 

Starling 

13,210 

3,613 

1,021 

Myrtle  Warbler 

1 

House  Sparrow 

1,537 

3,8U5 

1,U07 

E.  Meadowlark 

8 

1 

2 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

k 

7 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

Common  Grackle 

8 

11 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

10 

20 

b 

Cardinal 

199 

33U 

63 

Evening  Grosbeak 

6 

5U2 

113 

Purple  Finch 

2 

3 

1 

Pine  Grosbeak 

U3 

78 

37 

Common  Redpoll 

3 

Pine  Siskin 

9 

Am.  Goldfinch 

38 

188 

3 

Red  Crossbill 

19 

0 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

2 

Slate-col.  Junco 

88 

329 

27 

no 

Tree  Spdrrow 

700 

187 

-1 

l-L  7 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

IP 

“1  *7 

1 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

3 

If 

J. 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

19 

Ut 
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Grand  Island  _ Hamburg-E  .Aurora  Oak  Orchard 


Swamp  Sparrow 

Song  Sparrow 

16 

28 

1 

13 

Lapland  Long spur 

Snow  Bunting 

20 

1U5 

1 

Total  Species 

79 

62 

53 

Total  Individuals 

U3,7 95 

20,069 

U3979 

NOTES 


Bird  paintings  by  Mr.  Harold  Dodge,  President  of  the  Buffalo  Ornitholo¬ 
gical  Society,  will  be  exhibited  at  the  Wilcox  Mansion  Gallery,  6i;l  Delaware 
Avenue  in  Buffalo,  from  March  Uth  through  March  2Uth,  1973*  Gallery  hours  are 
1:00  to  5:00  p.m.  daily  except  Monday.  There  is  no  admission  charge. 

1973  PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the 
Society’s  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


March  28th  ”Birding  Safari  in  East  Africa”:  Color  film  with  sound  recordings 

presented  by  Mr.  Bill  Williams  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  member  of  a  group,  which  included  Dr.  Alan 
Reckhow  of  Kenmore,  N.Y.,  a  B.O.S.  member,  which  toured  national 
parks  and  game  reserves  in  Uganda,  Kenya  and  Tanzania  in  January 
and  February  of  1972  primarily  to  study  the  birds  of  East  Africa. 

April  11th  ” Great  Gull  Island,  a  Natural  Laboratory”:  A  report  on  research  on 

the  breeding  biology  of  the  Common  Tern  and  other  species  of  birds 
which  nest  on  Great  Gull  Island  in  Long  Island  Sound,  Suffolk 
County,  N.Y.  by  Miss  Helen  Hays  of  the  Department  of  Ornithology 
of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York  City.  Illus¬ 
trated  with  color  slides. 


April  25th  ” Iceland  Adventure” :  An  account  of  recent  trips  to  Iceland  to  observe 

the  birdlife  of  that  country  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  James  Moore,  members 
of  the  B.O.S.,  presented  by  Jane  Moore  and  illustrated  with  color 
slides . 


REMINDERS  -  - 

February  28  ’’Birding  Adventures  in  Australia”  by  Dr.  Robert  Stein 

March  lUth  ” Bird-banding  at  Farmersville  Station”  by  Dr.  Donald  F.  Clark 

(see  details  in  December,  1972  Prothonotary) 
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1973  FROQtAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


March  11th  Niagara  Loop  Trip.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Me  Kale,  leaders 

(tel.  83U-078U).  Meet  at  7:30  a..mo  at  Vermont  Street  and  Busti 
Avenue  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge. 


March  29th  Oak  Orchard  area  for  migrating  geese  and  other  waterfowl.  Marie 

Wendling,  leader  (tel.  632-662^).  Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main 
Street  and  Kenmore  Avenue  in  the  Town  of  Amherst  at  8:00  a.rru 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Arthur  Schaffner,  U9  Northumberland  Avenue 


Buffalo,  N.Y.  lh.215. 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  N.Y.  Ih22k* 

Available  at  $.2£  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

$3.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue, Kenmore,  N.Y.  1U217 • 
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VOLUME  39  FEBRUARY  1973  NUMBER  2 

THE  MONTH 

With  the  possible  exception  of  ski  enthusiasts  and  snowmobile 
operators ,  the  month  of  January  was  a  most  pleasant  respite  for  residents  of 
the  Niagara  Frontier  who  were  resigned  to  the  advent  of  the  severe  winter 
weather  expected  at  this  season.  Instead,  only  11.93  inches  of  precipitation, 
9*9  inches  in  the  form  of  snow,  were  recorded,  the  lowest  in  thirty  years  in 
this  area  where  the  average  snowfall  in  January  is  22  inches!  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  was  27.6  degrees,  3.1  degrees  above  normal  with  maxi¬ 
mum  readings  above  freezing  recorded  on  eighteen  days.  The  recording  of  bl%  of 
possible  sunshine  is  25$  above  normal  for  the  month.  Thus,  the  open  weather 
which  characterized  the  early  winter  continued  to  influence  bird  movements  and 
populations  throughout  the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo 
International  Airport). 

The  invasion  of  northern  finches,  which  has  characterized  this  season, 
continued  with  numerous  records  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  from  Allegany,  Cattaraugus 
and  Chautauqua  Counties  and  both  Red  and  White-winged  Crossbills  being  reported. 
More  evidence  of  the  mild  winter  is  borne  out  in  the  number  of  ’half  hardy’ 
species  reported  from  feeders  and  sheltered  locations  including  Winter  Wren, 
Brown  Thrasher,  Robin,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Common  Grackle  and  Chipping  Sparrow. 

A  Double-crested  Cormorant  was  present  most  of  the  month  in  Dunkirk  Harbor, 
and  on  the  Niagara  River  the  Harlequin  Duck  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  was 
seen  until  mid-month.  In  the  nesting  records  in  this  issue  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  interesting  observations  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brooks  and  others 
in  Allegany  County  in  regard  to  the  interaction  of  a  Field  Sparrow  and  a 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  a  nest  in  Alfred. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  1U217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  accept¬ 
able  detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 


Western  New  York 

and  Adjacent 

Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received 

.  and 

placed  in  the  permanent  files 

of  the  B.O.S. 

Common  Loon 

Jan. 

2,  6 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Me Kales 

u 

7 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Sundell, 

et  al. 

Red-n.  Grebe 

tt 

7 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Sundell, 

et  al . 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

M 

1 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

11 

13-25 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

n 

1U 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Me Kales 

ft 

20 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell , 

et  al . 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

ti 

3-23- 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

IS 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

tt 

27 

1  Canadaway  Creek 

Carlson 

Canada  Goose 

ft 

1Uj30 

100  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

20 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell, 

et  al  • 

tt 

27 

8  over  Lackawanna 

Webbs 

Gadwall 

tt 

1-18 

1-3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Pintail 

ti 

1 

2  N.  Forest  Rd. Agiherst 

McKales 

tt 

6 

10  Goat  Island 

McKales 

Green-w.  Teal 

Jan. 

13 

2  Forest  Lawn  Cem., Buffalo 

Mitchell, 

et  al 

Redhead 

tt 

27 

13  Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Webbs 

Harlequin  Duck 

tt 

7 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Sundell, 

et  al . 

tt 

13 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell, 

et  al . 

White-w.  Scoter 

tt 

1 h 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

McKales 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

13-18 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

2 

2  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

McKales 

tt 

13 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

tt 

27 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

W  ebbs 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

tt 

U 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

tt 

2-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

12 

1  Scio 

Burtons 

it 

1U 

1  Silver  Creek 

McKales 

tt 

IS 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

20 

1  Dunkirk 

Sundell, 

et  al  . 

tt 

27 

1  Elma 

McKales, 

et  al  . 

it 

29 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Rough- leg  Hawk 

it 

13 

2  Centerville 

Burtons 

tt 

lh 

1  Evans  Twp. 

McKales 

it 

17 

1  Town  of  Cuba 

Burtons 
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Rough-leg.  Hawk 

Jan. 

17 

1 

it 

18 

1 

n 

27 

1 

»i 

27 

1 

Marsh  Hawk 

TI 

3 

1 

Amer.  Coot 

11 

1 

1 

It 

h 

111 

Killdeer 

11 

17 

2 

Glaucous  Gull 

IT 

2 

1 

It 

h 

1 

IT 

6 

1 

tl 

6 

1 

11 

‘  7 

il 

Iceland  Gull 

11 

7 

2 

Little  Gull 

11 

7 

2 

Mourning  Dove 

11 

1-31 

1 

It 

1-31 

a-25 

IT 

1-31 

8-10 

11 

1-31 

2 

11 

10 

5 

11 

1U 

7 

11 

1U 

1 

It 

27 

29 

11 

29 

5 

It 

31 

20 

Barn  Owl 

11 

6 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

TI 

2,6,7 

1 

11 

•,5,7 

1 

11 

8 

1 

IT 

1 h 

1 

Long-eared  Owl 

IT 

21 

1 

IT 

28 

1 

Short-eared  Owl 

TI 

u 

2 

11 

7 

3 

IT 

Ik 

6 

11 

20 

1 

IT 

20 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

11 

2 

1 

IT 

m 

1 

IT 

Hi,  26 

1 

11 

22 

1 

ti 

27 

1 

11 

28 

1 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

1-31 

1-2 

IT 

5 

1 

IT 

9 

1 

It 

13 

1 

11 

26,31 

1 

11 

27 

1 

11 

31 

1 

Red-bell.  Wdpkr. 

II 

6 

1 

11 

7 

1 

Red-h.  Wdpkr. 

11 

20 

1 

Town  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Smith  Rd.,Tn.of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

South  Wales 

McKales,  et 

al 

Lancaster 

Me Kales,  et 

al 

Akron 

Danner 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Silver  Creek 

Carlson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

McKales 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Carlson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

McKales 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Sundell,  et 

al 

Niagara  River,  Ont. 

Sundell,  et 

al 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Sundell ,  et 

al 

Jamestown 

Beal 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Springbrook(f ) 

Danner 

Williams ville ( f ) 

Mitchell 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Ridgeway,  Ont . 

Valentine 

East  Aurora 

McKales,  et 

al 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Eggertsville  (f) 

McKales 

Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

SUNYB  Campus 

McKales 

Alabama  Twp. (White  Game  Farm)  Morse 

Possun  Rd.,Tn.of  Shelby 

Olsen 

Iroquois  NWR 

Vercruysee 

Tuscarora  Indian  Res. 

Klabundes 

Bond's  Lake  County  Park 

Klabundes 

Westwood  Rd.,Alden 

Wendlings 

Alden 

McKales 

Grand  Island 

Wendlings 

Bond's  Lake  County  Park 

Klabundes 

Lutts  Rd.,Tn.  of  Porter 

Klabundes 

Duffer in  Islands,  Ont. 

McKales 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

McKales 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Town  of  Hamburg 

bourne 

near  Almond 

Klingensmith 

Jos .Davis  State  Pk. 

Klabundes 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

Bemus  Point 

Sundell 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Beaver  Island  St.  Pk. 

McKales 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Eggertsville  (f) 

McKales 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Iroquois  NWR  (f) 

Olsen 

Orchard  Park  Twp. 

McKales 

Ft.  Niagara  St.  Pk. 

-Ill- 

Klabundes 
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Horned  Lark 


(E.  A.  alpestris) 

Jan. 

20 

7  Cummings  Rd.,Tn.of  Pomfret 

Sundell,  et 

ti 

20 

30  Hall  Rd.,Tn.of  Pomfret 

Sundell,  et 

Tufted  Titmouse 

u 

1-30 

1  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

2 

2  Jamestown  (f) 

Elderkin 

11 

7 

1  Orchard  Park  Twp. 

McKales 

1? 

12 

1  Bentley  Sanct. , Fluvanna 

Beal 

11 

26 

1  Town  of  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

« 

27 

2  South  Wales  (f) 

McKales,  et 

ii 

31 

1  Hamburg 

W  ebbs 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

11 

1 

1  Williamsville  (f) 

DeKleine 

ti 

1-31 

1  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

ii 

31 

2  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

11 

1-31 

2  Fredonia  (f) 

Carlson 

it 

7 

2  Duell’s  Cor.Cem. ,Tn. Orchard  Pk  McKales 

11 

12 

1  Alma 

Burtons 

ti 

lii, 18 

2  Alfred  (f) 

Brooks 

tl 

lh 

2  Eden  Cemetery 

McKales 

it 

21 

6  Alfred  (f) 

Brooks 

ii 

27 

h  Alfred  (f) 

Brooks 

ii 

27 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Valentine 

ii 

31 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

Winter  Wren 

n 

27 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

1-31 

1  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

31 

1  Fredonia  (f) 

Carlson 

Mockingbird 

u 

5 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

H 

6 

1  Lewiston 

McKales 

it 

21 

2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ll 

27 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Brown  Thrasher 

ii 

21 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

23 

35  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Northern  Shrike 

ii 

2 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

13 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

1U 

1  Carlton 

Klabundes 

ti 

lh 

1  01c ott 

Klabundes 

ii 

15 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

tl 

16 

1  Hickox  Rd.,Town  of  Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

23 

1  South  Stockton 

Carlson 

It 

28 

1  Ransomville 

Klabundes 

ll 

31 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

E.  Meadowlark 

it 

13 

3  Iroquois  MR 

Morse 

it 

15 

1  01c ott 

Klabundes 

it 

26 

9  Clymer 

Elderkin 

Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

13 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Pk. 

McKales 

Common  Grackle 

ll 

21 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

Br  own-h •  C  owbir d 

tl 

1-31 

U-16  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

1 

2  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

n 

6,20 

3  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

ll 

17 

2  Bayview 

Bourne 

ll 

18,21 

6,8  Eggertsville  (f) 

McKales 

ti 

22 

3  Lakeview 

Bourne 

Evening  Grosbeak 

it 

1-31 

2-16  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 
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Evening  Grosbeak 


Purple  Finch 


House  Finch 
Pine  Grosbeak 


Jan. 

1-31 

3-20  Alfred  (f) 

Brooks 

tt 

a,  5 

60  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

3 

27  West  Almond 

Burtons 

IT 

10,31 

3  Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

!1 

8,11 

30  Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

It 

12 

8  Town  of  Scio 

Burtons 

ft 

12 

a  West  Almond 

Burtons 

II 

12,  ia 

(  U,3  Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

It 

13-31 

23-100  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

8  Town  of  Friendship 

Burtons 

tl 

18 

33  Springbrook 

Danner 

tt 

2U,26 

2U> 6 'Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

tt 

27 

17  East  Aurora 

Valentine 

It 

27 

U2  East  Aurora 

Me Kales,  et  £ 

II 

29 

600  Village  of  Andover 

Burtons 

If 

30 

UOO  Village  of  Angelica 

Burtons 

30,31 

U,3  Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

tt 

1-18 

U-6  Springbrook 

Danner 

It 

5 

k  West  Almond 

Burtons 

It 

8 

1  Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

tt 

17 

2  Town  of  Amity 

Burtons 

ft 

21,29 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

2k 

2  Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

tt 

29 

2  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

tt 

31 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

It 

1-31 

20  Amherst  (f) 

Ward 

tt 

1-31 

6-60  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

2 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

tt 

3 

2  Town  of  New  Hudson 

Burtons 

ft 

3 

13  Town  of  Ward 

Burtons 

tt 

3 

121  West  Almond 

Burtons 

It 

3 

9k  Town  of  Angelica 

Burtons 

tl 

3 

33  Belvidere 

Burtons 

ft 

6 

2  Busti 

Elderkin 

tt 

7 

7  Griffins  Mils 

Me Kales 

tt 

8 

81  Awkwright  Twp. 

Carlson 

tt 

8 

11  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

tt 

9 

30  Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

12 

60  West  Almond 

Burtons 

tt 

12 

18  Town  of  Scio 

Burtons 

It 

13 

16  Gerry 

Sundell 

tt 

13,  ia 

13  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

ft 

13 

30  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

16 

6  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

tt 

16 

7  Jamestown 

Beal 

It 

17 

k  Gerry 

Beal 

tt 

17 

30  Town  of  Belfast 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

9  Town  of  New  Hudson 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

k  Ellicottville 

Klabundes 

It 

2k 

63  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

23 

2  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

tt 

23 

7  Town  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 
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Pine  Grosbeak 

Jan. 

.  2^ 

9 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Elderkin 

tt 

30 

2 

Jamestown 

Beal 

1! 

30 

6 

Town  of  Angelica 

Burtons 

tt 

30,31 

20 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

It 

31 

27 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Pine  Siskin 

It 

1 

12 

Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

12 

8 

Town  of  Scio 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

50 

Town  of  Friendship 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

7 

Town  of  Belfast 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

5 

Ellicottville 

Klabundes 

tt 

30 

16 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

6,19 

10,12 

Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

21,25 

10,  5 

Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

25 

8 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Elderkin 

White-w,  Crossbill 

tt 

26 

5 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Bourne 

28,29 

2 

Amherst  (f) 

Ward 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

tt 

1 

1 

Williamsville  (f) 

DeKleine 

tt 

28-30 

1 

Amherst  (f) 

Ward 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Jan. 

,18-31 

1 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Jan. 

.  30 

1 

Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

6 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

tt 

16 

2 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

3 

1 

Iroquois  NWR  (f) 

Morse 

tt 

13,31 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

White-thr ♦Sparrow 

tt 

1-31 

l-U 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

1-31 

1 

Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

tt 

1-31 

2-3 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

tt 

1 

2 

W illiams ville  (  f  ) 

DeKleine 

tt 

2 

h 

Jamestown  (f) 

Elderkin 

tt 

5 

1 

Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

10,31 

6 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

tt 

12 

6 

Bentley  Sane*  Fluvanna 

Beal 

tt 

12 

1 

Alfred  (f) 

Klingensmith 

tt 

20 

8 

Pendleton  (f) 

Me Kales 

Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

1-31 

2 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

tt 

28,29 

1 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

Lapland  Longspur 

tt 

12 

2 

Lake  View  Airport 

Bourne 

it 

20 

2 

Fredonia 

Carlson 

tt 

20 

2 

Hall  Rd,,Town  of  Pomfret 

Sundell,  et  . 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

11 

Uo 

Fredonia 

Carlson 

tt 

15 

30 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

20 

70 

Cummings  Rd.,Towncf  Pomfret  Sundell,  et 

tt 

21 

22 

Wells ville 

Burtons 

tt 

23 

50 

Jericho  Hill 

Brooks 

tt 

30 

100 

Bunce  Rd. ,Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Additional  species ,  subspecies ,  and  named  hybrids  recorded  in  January,  1973: 
Mallard,  Black  Duck,  American  Widgeon,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup, 
Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Oldsquaw,  Common  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser, 
Red-tailed  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,Rir.g-billed  Gull,  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Screech 
Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Horned  Lark 
(B .a.praticola) ,Blue  Jay,  Common  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nut- 
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hatch.  Brown  Creeper,  Robin,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Starling,  English  Sparrow, 

Red-winged  Blackbird,  Cardinal,  American  Goldfinch,  Slate-colored  Jnnco,  Sparrow, 
Song  Sparrow, 


Species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  January,"  1973:  .101 

Addenda  to  1971  Records: 


Common  Tern 

Dec, 

u,s 

1,1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein, 

Able 

E.  Bluebird 

Dec. 

6-8,26 

3 

Amity  Lake,  Belmont 

Hamptons 

Addenda  to  1972  Records: 

Eared  Grebe 

Mar. 

12 

1 

Dunkir  k  Harbor 

Byron,  et  al . 

Common  Eider 

Jan, 

5 

1 

Bird  Island 

Byron 

Franklin* s  Gull 

Jan, 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Wagner,  Filor 

E.  Bluebird 

Jan, 

13 

3 

Amity  Lake,  Belmont 

Hamptons 

Orchard  Oriole 

May 

13 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. ,Bflo.Wilcove,  et 

al . 

May 

Ik 

1 

C olden  (tower  kill) 

Schaffner,  A.  Clark 

Dickcissel 

May 

27 

1 

Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Sundell,  Carlson 

House  Finch 

Mar. 

1-31 

2-12 

Eggertsville  (f) 

W  ard 

July 

1-31 

12 

Eggertsville  (f) 

Ward 

Aug. 

1-10 

12 

Eggertsville  (f) 

Ward 

Clay-col,  Sparrow 

May 

11,13, 

2 

E.  of  Foster  Lake, Alfred  Brooks, 

et  al . 

21, .22, 2  9 

2 

E.  of  Foster  Lake,Alfred  Brooks, 

et  al. 

June 

1-10 

2 

E.  of  Foster  Lake, Alfred  Brooks, 

et  a].. 

t! 

11-30 

2-6 

E.  of  Foster  Lake,Alfred  Brooks, 

et  al . 

July 

1-28 

1-3 

E.  of  Foster  Lake, Alfred  Brooks, 

et  al. 

1972  NESTING  RECORDS  -  V 


ALFRED  &  VICINITY 


Compiled  by  Elizabeth  W.  Brooks 


Plot  A  is  a  23-acre  study  plot  adjacent  to  Foster  Lake  in  Alfred  planted  with 
Scotch  "pines  that  range  from  U*  to  10 1  in  height 


**  Tropical  Storm  (formerly  hurricane  Agnes)  occurring  on  June  21,  22,  23 


*#*  Plot  B  is  a  Scotch  pine  Christmas  tree  plantation  adjacent  to  Foster  Marsh  on 
the  Water  Wells  Rd,  in  Alfred, 


Mallard  A 

Plot  A'* 

June 

16 

10  E 

(stained  after  tropical  storm" 

tt 

25 

10  E 

on  ground 

July 

h 

5  E 

n 

22 

eggs  smashed j failure  from 
weather  and  predation 

Ruffed  Grouse 

Plot  A 

May 

13 

10  E 

on  ground 

June 

7 

N  empty,  intact 
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Turkey 

Brown  Rd 

May  17 

13  E 

State  land 

ti  21 

N  and  contents  gone-outcome 

on  ground 

unknown 

E.  Phoebe  A 

Water  Wells  Rd, 

May  29 

adults  on 

15 ’  up  barn  beam 

June  lU 

3-U  Y  out  of  N'with  ad. 

”  B 

Water  Wells  Rd, 

June  27 

U  E  same  pr  as  above 

6’  up 

July  9 

U  Y 

barn  beam 

it  22 

h  Y  with  ad  out  of  N 

Tree  Swallow  A 

Plot  B*** 

failure 

due  to  competition  House  Viren 

n  it 

B 

Plot  B 

6  Y  dead  after  Heavy  Rains 

it  ii 

C 

Plot  A 

7  Y  dead  after  Heavy  Rains 

it  ii 

D 

Plot  A 

6  Y  dead  after  Heavy  Rains 

ii  ii 

E 

Water  Wells  Rd, 

5  Y  dead  after  Heavy  Rains 

ii  ii 

F 

it  it  it 

6  Y  dead  after  Heavy  Rains 

ii  ii 

G 

it  it  ti 

6  Y  dead  after  Heavy  Rains 

ii  ti 

H 

it  ii  it 

failure-competition  with  E, Bluebird 

ti  it 

I 

Lake  Rd, 

5  Y  dead  after  Heavy  Rains 

it  it 

J 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

failure-competition  with  House  Wren 

it  ti 

K 

Plot  B 

5  Y  successfully  fledgedi  6  E 

didn’t  hatch  until  after  tropi¬ 
cal  storm. 

Barn  Swallow  A 

Snyder  farm 

May  28 

N  complete 

9!  up  barn  beam 

June  16 

6  Y 

”  29 

6  Y  fledged 

Barn  Swallow 

B 

Snyder  farm 

July  9 

adult  on 

Aug.  5 

h  Y 

i.  13 

U  Y  same  pr.  as  above 

it 

1  Y 

"  17 

1  Y  fledged 

Blue  Jay 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

May  21 

adult  incubating 

8’  up  Red  pine 

June  18 

failure $  1  ad  dead  under  N 

B1 , -cap .Chickadee 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

May  18 

adult  incubating 

U'  up 

June  1 

young  being  fed  in  N 

hole  in  pear  treeJuly  1 

N  empty. 

House  Wren  A 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

June  20 

U-5  Y  successfully  fledged 

11  1!  3 

it  ti  ii 

"  1 

5  E 

it  20 

5  Y 

it  ii 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

it  25 

failure |NB  wrecked  by  raccoon 

»  ii  c 

ti  ii 

”  1 

8  E 

it  27 

6+Y 

July  lU 

new  nest  underway! 

"  »  D 

Brown  Rd, state 

June  1 

5  E 

land  clearing 

ti  27 

5  Y 

July  12 

nest  empty }  intact. 

n  «  e 

Water  Wells  Rd 

June  6 

adult  incubating 

July  11 

Y  fledged-adults  feeding 

-19- 


Vol.  39 5  No.  2 

"1972  Nesting  Records”  cont. 

House  Wren  F 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

June'-27 

3+E 

July  8 

3+E 

"  26 

3+1 

Aug.  1 

NB  empty,  intact 

House  Wren  G 

Water  Wells  Rd 

July  7 

adults  incubating 

"  20 

nest  box  abandoned  (same  pair  as 

in  Wren  A) 

House  Wren  H 

Water  Wells  Rd 

July  8 

adult  incubating 

n  1U 

5+E 

«  26 

5+Y 

Aug.  lh 

NB  empty,  undamaged 

House  Wren  I 

Water  Wells  Rd 

July  21 

6  E 

26 

6  Y 

Aug.  3 

6  Y 

"  .9 

nest  box  empty,  Y  being  fed 

House  Wren  J 

Water  Wells  Rd 

July  lk 

nearby 

6  E 

28 

nest  box  empty,undamaged 

(same  pair  as  Wren  C) 

House  Wren  K 

Water  Wells  Rd 

July  lh 

1  E 

"  26 

nest  box  empty , damaged 

(same  pair  as  Wren  B) 

House  Wren  L 

Plot  B 

Aug.  9 

3  E 

"  30 

nest  box  empty, undamaged 

House  Wren  M 

Water  Wells  Rd 

Aug.  10 

5  E 

Sept  2 

adults  feeding  Y  nearby 

Catbird  A 

Water  Wells  Rd 

June  5 

female  incubating 

61  up  thornapple 

outcome  unknown 

Brown  Thrasher 

Plot  A 

June  U 

3  E 

U1  up  Scotch  pine 

"  7 

1  E  2  Y 

,t  17 

3  Y 

"  18 

3  Y 

"  23 

nest  empty,  intact 

Robin  A  -  II  Thirty-five  nests  were  located  and  documented.  Of  these 

35>  nests  the  outcome  of  8  was  unknown.  Eight  nestings 
were  considered  failures  having  been  abandoned  or  the  nest 
showing  evidence  of  predation.  Nineteen  nestings  were  con¬ 
sidered  successful  fledging  a  total  of  5U  young  (2.8  young 
per  nesting) • 

E.  Bluebird  A  Cooke  Rd 

NB 

E.  Bluebird  B  Water  Wells  Rd. 

NB 


with  eggs  from  another  NB. 


May  20  hi 

June  17  nest  empty,  intact 

June  1  adult  incubating 

6  1  E  3  I 

11  1  E  3  I 

16  1  E  +  3  I  dead.  Adults  abandoned 

nests  chased  Tree  Swallows 
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E.  Bluebird  C 

Water  Wells  Rd, 

June  23 

3 

E 

NB 

July  8 

3 

Y 

lk 

3 

Y  (same  pair  as  above) 

15 

3 

Y 

20 

fledged|  being  fed  nearby 

Cedar  Waxwing  A 

Plot  B 

June  2U 

3 

E 

Lfe'  up  Scotch  pine 

July  2 

k 

E 

10 

5 

E 

23 

nest  emptyi probably  failure 

M  tt  b 

Plot  B 

July  2 

1 

E 

up  Scotch  pine 

10 

eggs  smashed 

”  ”  c 

Plot  B 

July  .  2 

5 

E 

Lfe*  up  Scotch  pine 

10 

5 

Y 

23 

nest  empty,  intact. 

Red-eyed  Vireo  A 

Plot  B 

July  10 

l 

huge  Br.-hd.  Cowbird 

up  maple 

23 

nest  empty,  intact 

Myrtle  Warbler  A 

Plot  A 

June  15 

1 

Br.-hd.  Cowbird  Y  +  Myrtle  W. 

5*  up  Scotch  pine 

egg  pushed  aside 

18 

l 

Cowbird  out  of  N  being  fed 

out  of  N 

E.  Meadowlark  A 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

July  k 

3 

E 

On  ground 

8 

nest  abandoned 

Red-w.  Blackbird  A 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

May  2k 

2 

E 

6”  off  gr. 

outcome  unknown 

tt  tt 

B 

Water  Wells  Rd 

June  1 

k 

E 

6” off  gr. 

9 

k 

Y 

18 

nest  empty,  intact 

it  tt 

C 

Water  Wells  Rd 

June  26 

1 

E 

ih1  up  grass 

unknown  outcome 

Baltimore  Oriole 

A 

Plot  A 

May  29 

building 

20 1  up  aspen 

June  12 

incubating  (adults  or  Y 

never  seen  after  tropical 

storm) 

tt  tt 

B 

Water  Wells  Rd 

June  18 

incubating  (adults  disappear¬ 

20'  up 

ed  after  storm.  Nest  blew 

down  Oct.  10,  and  skeletons 

• 

of  2-3  Y  found  in  it.) 

Purple  Finch  A 

Plot  A 

June  26 

building  (outcome  unknown) 

Qg  up  Scotch  pine 

Grasshopper 

Sparrow  A 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

July  k 

3 

E 

6”  up  in  grass 

9 

3 

E 

15 

nest  empty,  damaged 
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Vesper  Sparrow  A 

Sl-c.  Junco  A 

Chipping  Sparrow  A-P 


Clay-colored  Sparrow 

Field  Sparrow  A 

Field  Sparrow  B 

Field  Sparrow  C 
Field  Sparrow  D 


Plot  A 

June  17 

U  E 

on  ground  under  pine 

23 

h  E 

July  1 

h  Y 

u 

nest  empty. 

intact 

Brown  Rd 

May  27 

h  E 

scape  by  road 

June  1 

h  E 

9 

nest  empty. 

probably 

failure ;D0T 

mowing 

Sixteen  nests  were  located  and  documented.  The  outcome  of 
1  nest  was  unknown.  Eight  nestings  were  successful  pro¬ 
ducing  a  total  of  23  young  (2.8  young  per  nesting).  One 
nest  produced  no  Chipping  Sparrow  young  but  1  Brown-headed 
Cowbird  was  successfully  fledged.  Six  nestings  were  un¬ 
successful:  one  due  to  an  unknown  predator.  The  other 
five  nests  were  destroyed  during  the  tropical  storm  when  a 
total  of  l£  young  were  killed  in  the  nests. 


Plot  A 

U*up  Scotch  Pine 


June  3 
10 
11 
13 


h  E 
h  Y 
h  Y 

nest  empty ,  damaged. 


Water  Wells  Rd. 

June 

1 

on  ground  under  maple 

6 

sapling 

9 

June 

20 

Water  Wells  Rd. 

June 

3 

on  ground  in  grass 

11 

26 

Plot  B 

July 

10 

on  ground  grass  clump 

23 

Plot  A 

July 

5 

6"  off  ground  in  clump  pm 

5 

of  goldenrod 

6 

8 

10 

Hi 

15 


h  E 
H  Y 
h  Y 

nest  empty,  intact 

h  E 
h  Y 

nest  empty,  intact 

2  Y  +  1  E  on  ground 

nest  empty  intact 
h  E  Nest  discovered  by 

3  E  1  Y  Harold  Axtell 
1  E  3  Y 

1  E  3  Y 
1  E  3  Y 
1  E  3  Y 

1  E  Adults  feeding  3  Y 
in  wild  cherry  nearby 


This  nesting  involved  two  adult  Field  Sparrows  and  a  male 
Clay-colored  Sparrow.  One  of  the  Field  Sparrows,  judged 
to  be  the  female,  was  much  more  attentive  than  the  other 
Field  Sparrow.  The  two  birds  doing  most  of  the  incubating, 
brooding  and  feeding  of  the  young  were  the  (female)  Field 
Sparrow  and  the  male  Clay-colored  Sparrow.  This  unusual 
nesting  was  studied  daily  for  periods  of  up  to  3  hours  a 
day  and  was  photographed  by  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Lou 
Burton  and  Gordon  Ogden.  To  make  matters  even  more  inter¬ 
esting,  the  Clay-colored  Sparrow,  of  normal  plumage,  sang 
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Field  Sparrow  D  cont,  both  the  territorial  song  of  a  normal  Clay-colored  Sparrow 

plus  a  deep,  buzz j  but  otherwise  normal  territorial  song  of 
a  Chipping  Sparrow!  Attempts  to  capture  one  of  the  young 
for  study  for  possible  hybrid  characteristics  were  not 
successful. 


Swamp  Sparrow  A 


Beaver  Marsh 
Vandermark  Rd 
12”  off  ground 


June  19 
20 

in  sedge  26 
grass 


3  E 
3  E 

Nest  and  contents  swept 
away  in  tropical  storm 


Song  Sparrow  A-L  Twelve  nests  were  located  and  documented.  Four  nestings 

had  unknown  outcomes.  Of  3  unsuccessful  nestings,  1  was 
destroyed  by  predation  while  the  remaining  2,  with  a  total 
of  8  young,  were  destroyed  by  the  heavy  nains  in  June, 

Five  nests  were  successful  producing  a  total  of  17  young 
fledglings , 


In  summary  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  some  kk  nests  being  studied 
at  the  time,  18  were  destroyed  by  the  tropical  storm.  It  appears  that  if  the  nest 
contained  eggs  only  at  the  time  of  the  storm  the  nesting  was  successful  (with  the 
exception  of  the  Mallard  nest).  Species  most  affected  were  Tree  Swallows  (7  nests 
destroyed  with  a  total  of  Ul  young  dead);  Chipping  Sparrow  (9  nests  destroyed  with 
a  total  of  19  young  dead);  Baltimore  Oriole  (2  nests  destroyed);  Song  Sparrow 
(2  nests  destroyed). 


RD  #1,  Alfred  Station,N.Y.  1U809 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

NEW  YORK  STATE  FEDERATION  OF  BIRD  CLUBS  WATERFOWL  COUNT 

Compiled  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

Following  is  the  result  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Waterfowl  Count  for 
Region  #1  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs.  The  Kingbird  will 
publish  the  statewide  count  at  a  later  date. 


Dates  included  Jan.  13  -  Jan.  21,  1973,  with  Jan.  lit.  the  target  date. 


Common  Loon 

-  1 

(F)  seen  on  6  counts 

Horned  Grebe 

2 

(C,l)  low 

Pied-b. Grebe 

-  1 

(K)  low 

D0Cr.  Cormorant 

-  1 

(I)  seen  on  2  counts 

Canada  Goose 

-  Uoi 

second  highest 

Mallard 

-23U3 

maximum 

Black  Duck 

-102U 

below  average 

Gadwall 

-  3 

(G,I)  low 

Pintail 

-  19 

(G,I)  average 

Green-w.Teal 

-  2 

(Q)  seen  on  8  counts 

Amer.  Widgeon 

-  87 

average 

Redhead 

-  260 

above  average 

Canvasback 

-96U0 

average 

Lesser  Scaup 

-  32 

( C ,E , G )  Maximum 
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Greater  Scaup* 

-7827 

above  average 

Com.  Goldeneye 

-6661* 

tt  t! 

Bufflehead 

-1^02 

maximum 

Oldsquaw 

-  536 

below  average 

Harlequin  Duck 

-  1 

(F)  seen  on  3  counts 

White-w.  Scoter 

-  61* 

average 

Common  Scoter 

-  1 

(C)  seen  on  1*  counts 

Ruddy  Duck 

-  1 

(I)  seen  on  27  counts 

Hooded  Merganser 

-  5 

(A,I,K)  average 

Com.  Merganser 

10^26 

fourth  highest 

Red-br.  Merganser 

-  61 

below  average 

American  Coot 

-  12 

(I)  average 

Total  individuals:  37012  (second  highest)  (Maximum  individuals  1*6,200  in  I960 

Total  species:  26  (above  average),  (Maximum  species  28  in  I960) 

*  includes  Scaups  not  separated  as  to  species, 

A  cold  spell  preceding  the  count  froze  almost  all  of  the  inland  lakes  and 
there  was  much  slush  ice  near  the  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  shores.  The  west  wind 
on  the  13th  and  ll*th  pushed  the  floating  ice  in  the  Niagara  River  close  to  the 
eastern  shore,  thus  concentrating  most  of  the  waterfowl  near  the  west  bank.  The 
ice  bridge  i^ras  starting  to  form  in  the  gorge  below  the  falls. 

When  three  or  less  groups  reported  any  species,  the  capital  letters  follow¬ 
ing  the  numbers  refer  to  the  parties  listed  below: 

A  -  Lake  Ontario  (Pt.  Breeze  to  01c ott)  -  Klabunde 

B  -  Lake  Ontario  (Olcott  to  Ft.  Niagara)  -  Klabunde 

C  -  Ft.  Niagara  to  Gorge  at  Falls  -  Mitchell,  Goodman,  Lewandowski,  Wilcove. 

D  -  Niagara-on- the-Lake  to  Gorge  at  Falls  -  Schaffer,  Lafferty,  Valentine. 

E  -  Buffalo  (N.  Harbor  to  Goat  Island)  -  Reckhow,  Thill 
F  -  Ft.  Erie  to  Canadian  Falls  -  Valentine,  Lafferty,  Schaffer. 

G  -  Grand  Island  -  Ulrich,  McKale 

H  -  Lake  Erie  (Buffalo  S.  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek)  -  Andrles,  Bourne 

I  -  Lake  Erie  (Silver  Creek  to  Pennsylvania  Line)  -  Rew,  Buck 

J  -  Jamestown  Area  -  Carlson 
K  -  Allegheny  River  -  Eaton 

L  -  Allegany  County  -  Burtons,  Fitzrick,  Palmer,  Wilkins. 

M  -  Batavia  Sc  vicinity  -  Seamans,  Mason 
N,-  Iroquois  Nat.  Wildlife  Refuge  -  Morse 

0  -  Oak  Orchard  Sc  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Areas  -  Odell 
P  -  Williamsville  Sc  vicinity  -  Wendlings 
Q  -  Forest  Lawn  Sc  vicinity  -  Millard,  Paulson 

I  thank  all  who  took  part  in  this  1973  Waterfowl  Count.  I  am  pleased 
to  announce  that  next  year  Dr.  Alan  H.  Reckhow,  15>70  Colvin  Avenue,  Tonawanda, 

New  York,  11*223  (Tel.  876-3311)  will  take  over  as  leader  of  the  count. 

238  West  Royal  Parkway,  Williamsville,  N.Y 

11*221 


Volume  399  No.  2 


NOTES 


WHILE  WE  SLEPT 

At  the  eleventh  hour,  word  has  been  received  that  a  bill  has  been 
sent  from  committee  to  the  New  York  State  Assembly  reporting  favorably  on 
an  amendment  to  the  New  York  State  Fish  and  Game  Law  which  would  permit  an 
open  hunting  season  for  the  Mourning  Dove  as  a  game  bird  in  the  State  of 
New  Yorkl  This  bill,  number  ;  A-3220,  will  be  voted  on  in  the  very  near 
future  and  B.O.S.  members  are  urged  to  write  to  or  personally  contact  their 
assemblymen  and  persuade  them  to  cast  a  vote  against  it. 

At  the  same  time,  a  similar  measure  is  being  considered  in  the 
Conservation  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Senate.  This  bill,  number 
S-3807,  has  not  been  reported  out  of  committee  at  the  time  of  this  writing 
and  B.O.S.  members  are  urged  to  write  their  senators  or  Senator  Bernard 
Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Conservation  Committee  at  the  State  Office  Building 
in  Albany. 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS. 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the 
Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


April  11th  "Great  Gull  Island,  A  Natural  Laboratory"-  a  report  on  research  on 
the  breeding  biology  of  the  Common  Tern  and  other  species  of  birds 
which  nest  on  Great  Gull  Island  in  Long  Island  Sound,  Suffolk  County, 
N.Y.  by  Miss  Helen  Hays  of  the  Department  of  Ornithology  of  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York  City.  Illustrated 
with  color  slides. 

April  2 5th  "Iceland  Adventure"  -  an  account  of  recent  trips  to  Iceland  to 

observe  the  birds  of  that  country  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  James  0.  Moore, 
members  of  the  B.O.S.,  presented  by  Mrs.  Moore  and  illustrated  with 
color  slides. 


May  9th  "Warbler  Review"  -  a  panel  discussion  of  characteristic  behavioral 
patterns,  habitat  affinities,  etc.,  and  other  observations  which 
can  be  useful  in  locating  various  species  • • • •  While  appropriate 
study  skins  will  be  provided  for  close  examination  in  the  Club  Room, 
the  selected  panel  will  devote  its  attention  to  personal  accounts  of 
warbler-finding  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 


May  23rd  Report  of  the  B.O.S.  Research  Committee. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

April  8th  April  Bird  Count  -  Marion  and  Lincoln  Crone,  leaders  (tel.  67U-2031) 
Contact  leaders  by  telephone  or  at  meeting  on  March  28th  at  the 
Museum  for  assignment  of  territories. 
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April  29th 

” Operation  Hawk  Watch”  -  Robert  Wagner,  coordinator.  Members  of 
B.O.S.  and  friends  will  be  requested  to  station  themselves  at 
selected  locations  in  our  study  area  to  record  the  hawk  flight 
on  that  date.  Telephone  Mr.  Wagner  at  633-8109  for  assignment 
of  territory. 

May  20th 

May  Bird  Count  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Leader  ....  At  our  regular 
meeting,  March  lUth,  members  voted  to  continue  this  traditional 
effort  covering  southern  tier  territories  intensively. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 

the  following  month  to  the  compilers  Mr,  Arthur  Schaffner,  U9  Northumberland 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  lU215>. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 


838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  New  York  ll|22lu 

BACK  ISSUES: 

Available  at  $.2£  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION 

PRICE:  $3*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  1U217. 
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THE  MONTH 

February  was  more  seasonal  than  the  preceding  month  with  an  average 
temperature  of  22.9  degrees,  1.2  degrees  below  normal.  Precipitation  measured 
18.08  inches,  16.1  inches  in  the  form  of  snow,  slightly  below  the  norm  for  the 
month.  Temperatures  toward  the  end  of  the  period  were  unusually  cold  and  no 
early  migrations  of  waterfowl  or  passerines  were  recorded.  (Meteorological  data 
as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Many  reports  of  Evening  Grosbeaks,  Pine  Grosbeaks,  Red  Crossbills  and 
other  winter  finches  continued  to  be  received  throughout  the  month.  Of  special 
interest  is  the  record  of  a  Monk  Parakeet  at  a  feeder  at  Dewittville  in 
Chautauqua  County.  This  representative  of  the  Psittacidae  has  established 
itself  as  a  breeding  species  in  several  Eastern  United  States  localities  and 
is  apparently  spreading  to  new  areas.  Because  it  has  been  detrimental  to  fruit 
crops  in  its  native  South  America,  the  possible  addition  of  this  species  to  our 
avifauna  may  prove  not  particularly  welcome.  For  further  comments  on  its  status 
in  the  B.O.S.  study  area,  and  also  on  that  of  ” Thayer’s  Gull"  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  "statisticians1  notes"  in  this  issue. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  llj.217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario",  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Red-n.  Grebe 

Feb 

.  13 

1 

Allegheny  River  at  Olean 

Grzybowski 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

ii 

18 

2 

Allegheny  River  at  Olean 

Grzybowski 

Gr.Blue  Heron 

it 

23,25,26 

1 

Allegheny  River  at  Olean 

Grzybowski 

M 

7,  8 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

7,12 

1. 

.Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Canada  Goose 

11 

13 

175 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

11 

1U 

l 

near  Chippawa, 

Ont. 

Bourne  s , Leonards 

11 

Hi 

275 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Gadwall 

11 

18 

1 

Java  Twp. 

Me Kales 

It 

11 

3 

Niagara  Falls., 

Cnt .  '  ' ,  - 

Valentine 

11 

lU 

5 

Niagara  Falls, 

Ont. 

Bournes, Leonards 

Amer  .Widgeon 

11 

lh 

150 

Niagara  Falls, 

Ont. 

Bournes , Leonards 

Redhead 

It 

8 

2 

Celeron 

Beal 

11 

11 

66 

Niagara  River, 

Ont. 

Valentine 

11 

lh 

26 

Niagara  River, 

Ont. 

Bournes , Leonards 

Greater  Scaup 

II 

25 

750 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Valentine, Lafferty 

Bufflehead 

tl 

25 

670 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Valentine, Lafferty 

Hooded  Merganser 

"18,23,28  3,1,3 

Allegheny  River  at  Olean 

Grzybowski 

It 

2U 

1 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Merganser 

11 

11  2200 

Niagara  River, 

Ont. 

Valentine 

Sharp-sh.Hawk 

tl 

11 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

11 

11,12 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

16,18 

1 

Belmont  • 

Burtons 

11 

12-20 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

11 

15  . 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

•  17 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell,  et  al. 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

11 

25 

3k 

Ft.  Erie  to  Morgan's  Ft. Ont 

. Valentine , Lafferty 

'“'Red-should  •  Hawk 

11 

l h 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

11 

3 

1 

North  Collins 

Me Kales 

11 

3 

1 

Eden 

McKales 

11 

5 

1 

West  Almond 

Burtons 

11 

11 

2 

Akron 

Moores 

11 

25 

3 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

25,26 

1,2 

Tn.of  Willing, Alleg.Co. 

Burtons 

Turkey 

It 

lU 

1 

Allegany  State 

Park 

Elderkin 

Glaucous  Gull 

11 

h 

2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

McKales 

11 

2h 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 
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Iceland  Gull 

Feb. 

,  iu 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Bourne 

Mourning  Dove 

it 

1-28 

20 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ti 

1-28  6-50 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Snowy  Owl 

it 

22-28 

70 

Rose  Hill  Rd.Ft. Erie, Ont. 
(roost  in  pine  thicket)  .. 

Axtells 

it 

25 

1 

SUNY  Campus,  Amherst 

McKales 

Barred  Owl 

m 

13 

1 

Town  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Long-eared  Owl 

ti 

11 

1 

Tuscarora  Indian  Reser. 

Klabundes, et  al. 

^Saw-whet  Owl  ;l 

ir 

k 

1 

Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Belted  Kingfisher 

it 

11 

1 

Bond’s  Lake  Niagara  Co.Pk. Klabundes, et  al. 

it 

1-28 

1-2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

• 

it 

k 

1 

Dewittville 

Sundell 

ii 

2li 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Red-bell.  Wdpkr, 

it 

2U 

1 

Near  Almond 

Klingensmith 

1-28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR  (f)  . 

Olsen 

tt 

7 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

>cYel.-bell.  Sap  sucker 

ii 

22-28 

1 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

Homed  Lark 
(E.A.  alpestris) 

it 

27,28 

2 

Oak  Hill,Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

1,28 

1-2 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

ii 

16,23 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

ti 

1-28 

1 

Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

It 

1-28 

2 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

ii 

1-28 

2 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

17 

1 

Fluvanna  (f) 

Sundell  et  al. 

ii 

18 

2 

Mansfield  Twp.,Catt.  Co. 

McKales 

it 

2U 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

ii 

2U 

3 

Hamburg (179  E.Main  St)(f) 

Bourne 

it 

25 

2 

Pendleton  (f) 

McKales 

it 

27 

3 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

ii 

1-28 

t  1 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

it 

ii 

ii 

Stamford  Twp.,0nt. 

McKales 

ti 

5 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

ti 

ii 

1 

Jos .Davis  State  Park 

Klabundes 

ii 

1U-27 

1 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

it 

2U 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Axtells 

n 

25 

1 

Somerset 

McKales 

Robin 

it 

11 

65 

Barcelona 

S  c  haf f  ne  r , A . R . Clark 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

21 

3h 

Williams ville 

DeKleine 

Northern  Shrike 

it 

9 

1 

Smith  Rd.,T'own  of  Hamburg  Bourne 

it 

11 

1 

Model  City 

Klabundes, et  al. 

it 

11 

1,2,1 

Lewiston, Somerset, Newstead  McKales 

"12, 

,20,27 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

?it 

’  f 

15 

1 

Evans 

Webbs 

•  ii 

21 

1 

Cuba 

Burtons 

it 

26 

1 

Town  of  Willing, Alleg. Co 

.Burtons 

ii 

27 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd. ,Ft .Erie , Ont .Axtells 

E.  Meadowlark 

it 

21 

15 

Friendship 

Burtons 

Common  Grackle  * 

tt 

15 

l 

Williams ville 

Mitchell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ii 

1-28 

30 

Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

ii 

1-2817-100 

Alfred  (f) 

Brooks 

it 

1-28  £-100 

Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

it 

1-28 

30 

Orchard  Park  (f) 

Saville 
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Evening  Grosbeak 


Purple  Finch 

House  Finch 
Pine  Grosbeak 


Feb 

.  2 

8 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

»t 

3 

53 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

ft 

6,18 

20,30 

Allegany  State  Park 

Grzybowski 

tt 

10 

16 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

tt 

10 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

tt 

11 

3 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

tt 

11 

10 

Cuba 

Grzybowski 

tt 

11 

15 

Westfield 

Schaffner,A.R,Clark 

.  tt 

11 

6 

Chautauqua 

Schaffner,A,R,Clark 

it 

11 

20 

Frewsburg 

Schaffner,A,R,Clark 

tt 

15 

hS 

Hamburg  (f) 

Webbs 

it 

17 

10 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

tt 

17-2810-50 

Ole  ah 

Grzybowski 

tt 

17 

12 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

it 

18 

11 

Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

18 

8 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

it 

21 

6 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

ti  . 

25 

15 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

tt 

25,26 

30,8 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

17 

35 

Lakewood 

Sundell,  et  al. 

tt 

2h 

12 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

tt 

1-28 

5-6 

Amherst  (f) 

Ward 

tt 

i-H± 

12,20 

Allegany  State  Park 

Elderkin 

tt 

5 

36 

West  Almond 

Burtons 

tt 

5,n 

2,7 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

it 

\  •• 

6,18  27^5 

Allegany  State  Park 

Grzybowski 

.tt 

7 

11 

Iroquois  JJWR 

Morse 

tt 

10 

12 

Gerry  Twp.,Chaut.Co. 

Beal 

tt 

11 

3 

Hanging  Bog, New  Hudson 

Alleg.Co. 

Grzybowski 

tt 

11 

3 

Tuscarora  Indian  Reserv. 

Klabundes 

tt 

11 

h 

Shelby  Rd.,Oak  Orchard 

Moores 

tt 

i: 

6 

Chautauqua 

Schaffner,A.R,Clark 

it 

n 

5 

Chipmunk  Hollow, Catt, Co, 

Schaffner,A,R.Clark 

tt 

n 

1 

Ole  an 

A.R.  Clark 

tt 

12 

3 

Ischua 

Grzybowski 

tt 

13 

19 

Near  Ole an 

Grzyboitfski 

tt 

13,27 

1,1 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

tt 

Hi 

53 

Ellington  Twp. ,Chaut.Co. 

Beal 

it 

Hi 

10 

Belfast 

Burtons 

tt 

Hi 

25 

Friendship 

Burtons 

tt 

lU 

2 

Town  of  Amity 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

U5 

Lakewood 

Sundell,  et  al. 

tt 

17 

15 

Town  of  Ellicott,Chaut.Co 

•Sundell,  et  al. 

tt 

19,20 

30,5 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

22,28  60,10 

Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

2li 

25 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

it 

25 

2 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

26 

12 

Scio 

Burtons 

tt 

26 

8 

Town  of  Willing,Alleg,Co. 

Burtons 

it 

27 

15 

Belfast 

Burtons 

tt 

27 

79 

Ole an  to  Salamanca 

Grzybowski 

,  '  /  -  .  •  %  .  .  .  t  »V  y  f  *. 
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Pine  Siskin 

Feb 

1,1 h 

tt 

2 

ti 

6,18 

tt 

9-28 

tt 

27 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

tt 

25 

Red  Crossbill 

It 

1-28 

n,iii,28 

tt 

3-28 

it 

6 

it 

11 

.. 

tt 

11 

^Vesper  Sparrow 

tt 

tt 

2^ 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1-18 

ti 

1=25 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

tt 

T=2 F 

-K- 

tt 

18,25 

^ox  Sparrow 

tt 

11-27 

Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

~T-28 

Lapland  Longspur 

ii 

5 

ti 

ll 

tt 

25 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

10 

•  •  « .  .  / 

tt 

11 

tt 

l U 

»  » ' 

tt 

17 

tt 

25 

it 

25 

tt 

27 

*  . 

ti 

27 

F 


h,2b 

16 

20,50 

6-25 

3 

330 

2-15 

21,9,6 

U-20 

30 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 
1 
8 

U,8 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
35 
10 
Uo 
6o 
i5o 
60 
155 
5o 


Allegany  State  Park 
Jamestown 

Allegany  State  Park 

Ole  an 

Belfast 


Elderkin 

Sundell 

Grzybowski 

Grzybowski 

Burtons 


Ft.  Erie  to  Morgan ’sPt.Ont.  Valentine,  Lafferty 

St.  Bonaventure  Grzybowski 

Allegany  State  Park  Elderkin 

Olean  Grzybowski 

Allegany  State  Park  Grzybowski 

Town  of  Carrol, Chaut. Co.  Schaffner,A.R.Clark 

Allegany  State  Park  '  Schaffner,A.R.Clark 

Jamestown  Sundell 

Model  City  Klabundes 

Jamestown  (f)  Beal, Sundell 

Belmont  (f)  Burtons 

Hamburg  (f)  Webbs 

Pendleton  (f)  McKales 

Lewiston  (f)  Klabundes 

Orchard  Park  (f)  Saville 

School  Rd.Tn.North  Collins  Bourne 
Knowles ville  Rd, Alabama  Twp. Moores 
Yates  Twp., Or leans  Co.  McKales 

Town  of  Eden..  Bourne 

Knowlesville  Rd, Alabama  Twp.  Moores 
Friendship  Burtons 

Jericho  Hill,Alleg.Co.  Brooks 

Iroquois  NWR  McKales 

Clarence  Center  McKales 

Centerville  Burtons 

North  of  Iroquois  NWR  Morse 


Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year;  102 

Additional  species, subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 6 

Total  to  date . . 10 8 

ERRATUM: 


Vol.  39  Jan.  1973 

No.  1 

Page  5 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Dec.  6 

1  Eggertsville 

(f) 

A.  Me Kale 

should  read 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Dec.  6 

1  Eggertsville 

(f) 

A.  McKale 

Statisticians1  Notes  concerning  the  Monk  Parakeet  and  ’’Thayer’s”  Gull 

Recently  verification  write-ups  were  received  describing  a  Monk  Parakeet 
(Myiopsitta  monachus)  seen  during  February  in  a  feeding  station  area  at  Dewittville 
in  Chautauqua  County.  From  late  August  1972  until  February  1973  one  was  observed 
at  feeders  near  East  Eden  in.  Erie  County,  and  an  individual  was  reported  in  the 
vicinity  of  Gassadaga.  This  parakeet  has  been  imported  and  sold  as  a  cage  bird 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  it  is  possible  for  individuals  that  have  escaped  from 
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captivity  to  occur  here.  Two  recently  seen  at  Dunkirk  are  suspected  of  being 
escapes.  However/  sinte  this  parakeet  has  now  established  itself  as  a  breeding 
species  in  the  wild  in  several  places  in  eastern  United  States  and  appears  to 
be  spreading,  and  because  birds  from  these  populations  might  enter  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Region,  members  are  asked  to  report  sightings  of  them,  accompanied  by 
verifying  details,  so  that  the  Society  can  maintain  documentation  on  any  further 
occurence  in  the  region.  1 

In  the  October  19!?  5>  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  ( 21 : 79-85 ),  Robert  D. 
Coggeshall’s  article  entitled  "That  Queer  Gull,"  presented  a  discussion  of 
"Thayer’s"  Gull  ( Larus  argentatus  thayeri)  and  its  relationship  to  other  northern 
gulls.  In  1969  Robert  F.  Andrle  published  a  paper  in  The  Auk  (86s 106-109)  de¬ 
scribing  five  L.  a.  thayeri  specimens  secured  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region. 

This  gull  has  been  noted  here  as  early  as  19U5>  when  Harold  D.  Mitchell  collected 
a  specimen  on  the  Buffalo  waterfront.  In  fall  and  winter  during  the  last  several 
years  local  birders  have  reported  seeing  gulls  which  they  thought  were  this  form, 
particularly  in  the  Niagara  River  gorge  about  the  hydroelectric  plants  upstream 
from  Lewiston.  The  19!?7  A.:0.U.  Check-List  treats  "Thayer’s"  Gull  as  a  subspecies 
of  the  Herring  Gull.  Subsequently,  evidence  from  the  Arctic  has  led  Smith 
(Ornithological  Monographs,  No.  U,  A.O.U.,  1966)  to  consider  it  a  full  species. 

The  current  B.O.S.  Date  Guide  (196£)  in  its  Changes  and  Additions, 

October  1970,  lists  L.  a.  thayeri  as  requiring  a  verification  write-up  at  all 
times.  This  gull  is  sometimes  identifiable  with  certainty  in  the  field  in  this 
region,  but  under  present  policy  verification  write-ups  for  observations  of  it 
are  not  being  considered  for  possible  acceptance  and  publication.  The  basic 
reasons  for  this  are  that  certain  important  characters  of  this  form  are  not 
usually  discernible  in  the  field  and  its  plumage  and  soft  part  color  variability 
introduces  elements  into  verification  write-ups  that  the  Statisticians  believe 
preclude  them  from  making  reasonably  certain  judgments  on  reports.  Despite  this 
problem,  however,  observers  are  encouraged  to  send  in  their  sightings  with  written 
verifications,  of  birds  which  they  think  are  L.  a.  thayeri .  These,  as  are  all 
records,  will  be  incorporated  in  the  Society’ s  files  and  will  help  to  accumulate 
a  body  of  sight  record  information  that  may  be  of  value  in  regard  to  future  study 
and  occurrence  of  this  form. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 
William  C.  Vaughan 


NESTING  STUDIES  ON  THE  B.'O.S.  WILDLIFE  REFUGE 

Nesting  surveys  were  made  on  the  B.O.S.  Wildlife  Refuge  on  Grand  Island 
each  year,  1966  through  1971,  from  late  April  through  August  in  the  manner 
described  in  detail  in  The  Prothonotary,  Vol.  32,  No.  10,  Oct.  1966, p.  12^-130. 

Although  the  vegetation  on  the  Refuge  became  quite  dense  as  the  hawthorn 
and  evergreens  grew  larger  and  shrub  thickets  more  extensive,  the  number  of  nests 
found  each  year  did  not  vary  markedly.  In  1966  there  were  89  nests  found,  92  in 
1967,  96  in  1968,  99  in  19 69,  93  in  1970  and  92  ‘in  1971. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  nesting  activity: 

1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971 


Ring-n.  Pheasant 

N  E 

— ■■■  «  —nil.  mm 

Y 

N  E 

Y 

N 

E 

Y 

N 

E 

Y! 

N 

E 

Y 

N 

E 

Y 

\ 

T 

9 

Am. Woodcock 

1  3 

0 

-8- 

* 

-a- 

JL 

ft 

• 

■a- 

Mourning  Dove 

1  2 

2 

1  ? 

0 

1 

2 

0 

-a- 

i 

-a- 

Black-b . Cuckoo 

1  0 

0 

1  3 

2 

2 

6 

k 

3 

5 

5 

Screech  Owl 

• 

■ 

9 

? 

9 

Traill » s  Flycatcher 

1 

3 

* 

* 

■a- 

• 

•a- 

-a- 

Tree  Swallow 

2  5 

2  10 

10 

1 

6 

3 

2 

6 

! 

0 

1 

5 

h 

1 

X 

X 

Blue  Jay 

1  k 

h 

2  h 

3 

' 

-a- 

•a- 

1 

9 

3 

3  13 

6 

B1 . -c . Chickadee 

•  ft 

•a- 

-8- 

1 

5 

0 

■a- 

House  Wren 

1;  7 

X 

5  2k 

16 

2 

13 

0 

7 

22 

U+ 

5 

27 

19 

5  23 

20 

Catbird 

9'  17  11 

13  33 

21 

16  U3 

23 

16 

h2 

26 

9 

27 

19 

16  Mi 

30 

Brown  Thrasher 

5  12 

6 

U  9 

7 

h  10 

7 

9 

19 

11 

12 

32 

17 

7 

19 

17 

Robin 

11.  39  16 

11*  33 

20 

10  25  11 

10 

lU 

5+ 

11 

37 

33 

11  23 

9+ 

Wood  Thrush 

5  5 

h 

1  1+ 

1 

5  11 

8 

7 

7 

6 

6 

13 

h+ 

2 

9 

• 

0 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1  h 

3 

* 

1 

h 

3 

-  3 

12 

8+ 

1 

h 

h 

h  11 

7 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

1  ? 

X 

1  ? 

0 

■a- 

2 

9 

• 

? 

1 

9 

• 

7 

1 

0 

0 

Yelloxtf  Warbler 

21:52 13 

27  63 

27 

19  36  15 

20 

57 

31 

19 

5U 

26 

16  18 

9+ 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

7  11 

k 

7  13 

h 

17  1*1  19 

18 

17 

lii 

9 

27 

15 

10 

23 

9+ 

C.  Grackle 

* 

- 

3  6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

-a- 

•a- 

1 

9. 

• 

9 

• 

Brown-h.  Cowbird** 

9: 11 

0 

12  18 

0 

10  lh 

? 

9 

13 

1 

9 

13 

0. 

7 

9 

0 

Scarlet  Tanager 

1  2 

2 

■8- 

. 

Cardinal 

1  2 

2 

* 

1 

2 

? 

• 

1 

3 

0 

9 

• 

? 

• 

l 

2 

5 

0 

Rose-br. Grosbeak 

•a- 

1  ? 

? 

3  11 

10 

1 

2 

2 

3 

16 

7 

3 

7 

h 

Am. Goldfinch 

10 1*9 

27 

7  2U 

5+ 

12  U3  28 

8 

33 

18 

3 

16 

8 

5  25 

18 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

1  3 

3 

* 

1 

3 

0 

-a- 

2 

5 

2 

-a- 

Field  Sparrow 

3  9 

8 

* 

1 

h 

h 

2 

h 

? 

2 

7 

? 

1 

3 

3 

Song  Sparrow 

5 15 

6 

3  7 

h 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

6 

20 

10 

h  10 

9 

N  -  number  of  nests,  E  -  number  of  eggs,  Y-  number  of  known  young 
*  evidently  nesting  in  area  but  nest  not  found.  x  -  unknown 
**  whenever  possible  Cowbird  eggs  were  removed  from,  the  nests. 

In  addition  the  following  species  were  observed  on  the  Refuge  during  the  nesting 
period: 


Green  Heron  1968,  1971 
Mallard  Duck  June  10  and  2$,  1969 
Red-t.  Hawk  all  six  years- 
Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  1968 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker  all  years,  with  young 
Hairy  Woodpecker  1966,  with  young  1967 
Downy  Woodpecker  all  years,  feeding  young  1969 
Gr.  Crest.  Flycatcher  1968,  1969,  1970,  1971  (feeding  3  young) 
E.  Wood  Pewee  all  six  years. 


Tufted  Titmouse  1970,  1971 
White-br.  Nuthatch  all  years 
Mockingbird  1971 
Eastern  Bluebird  1968,  1970 
'Ovenbird  all  six  years 
Baltimore  Oriole  nested  every 
year  but  nests  too  high  to 

examine. 


Complete  data  on  all  the  nests  is  on  file  in  the  B.O.S.  library.  All  nest¬ 
ing  records  were  transcribed  on  the  North  American  Nest  Record  Cards  and  sent  to 
the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  at  Cornell  University  each  year. 

Harriette  Klabunde,  U923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  H-092 
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Ontario  Plains  Field  Trip 

by  Richard  Byron 

Chill  February  mornings  call  forth  only  the  most-  eager.  On  February 
11th,  the  7«30  a.m.  rendezvous  on  Main  Street  near  the  Youngman  Highway  in 
Willi amsville  lured  only  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling  and  Alice  and  Bill  McKale. 
The  writer  brought  along  Ron  Swonger  and  future  BOSers’,  Mark,  John  and  Jim 
Patterson.  The  temperature  was  about  5>°  above  zero  when  we  met  the  KLabundes 
a  half  hour  later  at  Lewiston  to  complete  our  party. 

In  spite  of  the  cold  weather,  the  trip  proved  eventful  from  the  start. 

At  Joseph  Davis  State  Park  on  the  Niagara  River  near  Young stown,  we  recorded 
a  Flicker  and  a  Mockingbird.  Incidentally,  this  is  an  excellent  location  for 
observing  ducks  and  other  birds  on  the  river. 

At  the  new  park  at  Bond  Lake  below  the  escarpment,  we  were  thrilled  to 
see  a  Goshawk  bolt  from  the  woods  and  flap-sail  in  a  wide  arc  across  the  fields. 

A  Saw-whet  Owl  sleepily  watched  us  from  a  perch  at  eye  level  (Walter  KLabunde’s 
eye  level  anyway l )  in  a  fifteen  foot  pine.  A  skirmish  line  assault  on  another 
pinery  under  the  direction  of  Walter  KLabunde  gave  us  a  good  look  at  a  very 
excited  Long-eared  Owl  as  well  as  beautiful  views  of  a  flock  of  Pine  Grosbeaks. 
Add  a  Shrike,  Horned  Larks  (praticola)  and  the  wintering  Fox  Sparrow  at  the 
KLabundes1  feeder  and  maybe  the  next  time  you1 11  join  us l 

Emery  Road,  South  Wales,  N.Y. 

NOTES 

Bird  Watching  in  Texas 

Mr.  Richard  Byron  of  this  Society,  who  recently  returned  from  a  bird 
watching  holiday  in  Texas,  wishes  to  advise  members  of  a  personalized  tour 
service  for  ornithologists  conducted  by  Mr.  Victor  L.  Emanuel  and  Mr.  Ben  Feltner 
of  Houston,  Texas.  Both  Mr.  Emanuel  and  Mr*  Feltner  are  accomplished  birders 
who  will  personally  accompany  a  party  to  areas  of  ornithological  interest.  They 
will  provide  the  car  and  charge  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  per  day  plus  eleven  cents 
a  mile  and  gasoline  costs,  a  fee  less  than  one  would  have  to  pay  for  most  rental 
cars.  The  birder  unfamiliar  with  this  part  of  the  country  would  thus  be  getting 
transportation  and  guide  service  for  the  approximate  price  of  a  rental  car  alone. 
Any  member  of  the  B.O.S.  who  is  planning  a  trip  to  Texas  or  has  a  friend  intend¬ 
ing  to  visit  the  state  to  watch  birds,  should  write  to: 

Mr.  Victor  L.  Emanuel 
1603  West  Clay  Street 
Houston,  Texas  77019 
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Request  for  Data  on  Eighteenmile  Creek,  Niagara  County 

,■  -»  .  *  •  •  ■  r  *'  {  ‘  ,  *  -  ■  1  %  * 

The  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  has  asked 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  anyone  else  interested  for  any  specific 
information  that  can  be  gathered  on  the  fauna  and  flora  of  Eighteenmile  Creek 
in  the  approximately  1^-mile  long  section  between  Burt  and  its  mouth  at  Lake 
Ontario  in  Newfane  Township.  This  includes  birds,  mammals,  reptiles  and  am¬ 
phibians,  fish,  and  plants,  as  well  as  terrestrial  and  aquatic  invertebrate 
animals.  Any  observations  that  members  wish  to  report  can  be  submitted  to 
either  Dr.  Robert  F.  Andrle  or  Mr.  Arthur  R.  Clark  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Humboldt  Park,  Buffalo,  New  York  li*211.  This  stretch  of  the  creek 
possesses  wooded  banks  and  cattail  marsh  supporting  a  good  variety  of  wildlife. 
The  information  is  needed  to  assist  efforts  to  preserve  this  valuable  area. 


1973  PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June*  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the 
Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  : 

April  2^  "ICELAND  ADVENTURE"-  An  account  Of  recent  trips  to  Iceland  to  observe 
the  birds  of  that  country  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  James  0.  Moore,  members 
of  the  B.O.S.,  presented  by  Mrs.  Moore  and  illustrated  with  color 
slides. 

May  9  "WARBLER  REVIEW"-  Miss  Frances  Rew,  Mr.  William  C.  Vaughan  and  Mr. 

Walter  Klabunde  will  conduct  a  panel  discussion  of  characteristic 
behavior  patterns,  habitat  affinities,  etc.,  and  other  observations 
which  can  be  useful  in  locating  various  species  ••••  While  appro¬ 
priate  study  skins  will  be  provided  for  close  examination  in  the 
Club  Room,  panelists  will  devote  their  attention  mostly  to  personal 
accounts  of  warbler  finding  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 


May  23 

Part  I  B.O.S.  Research  Committee  will  preside  over  an  open  discussion  of 

"Annual  Census  and  Other  Surveys:" 

a)  analysis  of  scientific  and  standard  values 

b)  analysis  of  organizational  values 

c)  analysis  of  individual  values 

d)  possibilities  for  expansion  or  modification  to  achieve  greater 
membership  participation  (Tifft  Farm,  Mitchell  Woods,  plantations, 
heronries,  roadkills,  nest  records,  etc). 

Part  II  "Operation  Hawk  Watch"  -  Report  by  Mr.  Robert  Wagner,  coordinator. 


1973  PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

April  29  "Operation  Hawk  Watch"  -  Mr.  Robert  Wagner,  coordinator.  B.O.S. 

members  and  friends  have  been  asked  to  station  themselves  at  selected 
locations  in  our  study  area  to  record  the  hawk  flight  on  that  date. 
Telephone  Mr.  Wagner  at  633-8109  for  late  assignment  of  territory. 
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TIFFT  FARM  NATURE  PRESERVE  -Mr.  Harold  Dodge  and  Mr.  Bela  Babas* 
co-leaders  (telephone:  6U9-U92 9)  Meet  on  Fahrman  Blvd.  service 
road  at  7:30  a.m. 

MAY  BIRD  COUNT  -  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell*  coordinator  ...B.O.S. 
members  elected  to  cover  soathern  tier  territories  intensively. 
Phone  Mr.  Mitchell  for  assignments  (633-8612) 

NORTH  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  FOR  WIMBREIS  -  Miss  Mary  Louise  Emerson, 
leader  (telephone:  885-0067).  Meet  at  Vermont  Street  and  Basti 
Avenae  -  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  a.m. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Robert  H.  Uagner*  U325  Circle  Court* 

V illiams ville ,  Lew  York  '  11*221. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasarer*  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone* 

838  Union  Road*  West  Seneca*  New  York.  ll*22l*. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasarer. 

■  .  .  .  • 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasarer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill*  Allegany  Avenae,  Kenmore,  New  York  11*217 


May  5 
(Satarday 


May  20 


May  27 
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THE  MONTH 


March  was  a  pleasant,  mild  month  with  temperatures  averaging  10.9 
degrees  above  normal,  the  warmest  since  19U6.  The  month  started  with  warm 
days  with  temperatures  8  to  27  degrees  above  normal  until  colder  weather 
returned  in  the  middle  of  the  period.  This  brief,  wintry  interlude  was 
ushered  in  by  strong  northerly  winds  with  high  water  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  on  the  17th  and  U.7  inches  of  snow  on  the  18th. 
By  the  2lith,  however,  the  spring-like  weather  had  returned  with  the  temp¬ 
erature  reaching  65°  on  the  28th  and  remaining  above  normal  until  the  end 
of  the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo  International 
Airport . ) 


The  mild  weather  triggered  an  influx  of  Canada  Geese  with  unusually 
large  numbers  being  reported  from  many  observers  for  the  first  week  of  March. 
A  large  icterid  flight  was  also  observed  during  this  period  and  the  writer 
heard  two  Robins  on  territory  in  full  song  in  Kenmore  on  the  9th.  Strangely, 
other  early  spring  migrants  including  Greater  Yellow-legs,  Tree  Swallow  and 
Vesper  Sparrow  were  reported  only  in  small  numbers  or  were  absent  from  the 
lists  in  March.  An  immature  Bald  Eagle  was  seen  on  the  lower  Niagara  River 
on  the  2nd.  and  for  several  days  thereafter,  affording  a  glimpse  of  this  in¬ 
creasingly  rare  visitor  to  birders  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  114.217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an 
acceptable  detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide 
to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  19^5)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O*S. 


*  Horned  Grebe 

Mar, 

16F 

7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

20 

31 

Mayville  Bay,  Chaut.  Lake  Elderkin 

tt 

20 

h 

Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Pied-b.Greve 

tt 

16F 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

20 

6 

Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Gr.Blue  Heron 

"  3-25 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

21 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA  - 

Danner 

tt 

28 

2 

Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

*Mute  Swan 

"17 

,31 

1 

Hamburg 

Andrle,  Bourne 

■^Whistling  Swan 

■  9F- 

•  -  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

1U 

...  ?. 

Iroquois  NWR  . 

Morse 

tt 

15 

■22  * 

Jamestown  ■ 

Beal 

16 

Sk 

Iroquois  NWR 

.Morse 

20 

3 

Burge  son  Sarcb  .^ewsburg  Elderkin 

tt 

20 

U 

Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

tt 

21 

12 

Iroquois  NWR 

Danner 

tt 

22 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

2h 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Valentine , Lafferty 

tt 

21 

79 

Newstead  Sinks 

Wendlings 

tt 

2U 

32 

Stafford^  Pond 

Wendlings  • 

tt 

25 

3 

Birgeson  Sanct.,Fbewsburg  Sundell 

tt 

25  -- 

2U 

Tonawanda  WMA. 

Me Kales 

tt 

25 

'  18 

Steiner  Rd*,  Clarence 

McKales 

tt 

28 

5o 

Newstead  Twp. 

Andrle s 

tt 

28 

22 

Tonawanda  WMk 

Andrles 

t» 

29 

1 

Iroquois  INWR 

Morse 

tt 

30 

2 

Burges  on  Sanct.yPrewdxirg 

Beal 

Canada  Goose 

tt 

3 

200 

over  Springbrook  • 

. Danner 

tt 

3 

282 

over  Amherst 

McKales 

tt 

3 

160 

over  Elma 

McKales 

tt 

h 

105 

Stage  Rd., Clarence 

McKales 

tt 

6 

5065 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

8 

1000 

Carlton 

Klabundes 

tt 

8 

3000 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Klabundes 

tt 

9 

2690 

over  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

9 

355 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 
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Canada  Goose 

Mar. 

10 

15 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

it 

15 

29,000 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

u 

20 

3 

Burge  son  Ssnct.,Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

IT 

21 

50,000 

DJWR,TWMA,OCSWMA 

Danner 

II 

23 

57,300 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

It 

2k 

7,350 

Iroquois  NWR 

Valentine 

II 

25 

12,000 

Carlton 

Klabundes 

II 

25 

35,000 

INWR,TWMA 

Wendlings  y  et  al. 

tl 

28 

39,300 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

11 

29 

8 

Burgeson  Sanct.  ,Frewsburg  Elderkin 

II 

31 

20,000 

Oak  Orchard  WMA. 

Sundell,  Carlson 

*Snow  Goose 

11 

15F 

7 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Benham 

11 

25 

6 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wmdlings,  Nb  Kale  s  ,  e  t  al 

"25,28 

5,2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle,  et  al. 

it 

31 

k 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Sundell,  Carlson 

*Blue  Goose 

ii 

15F 

k 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Benham 

it 

25 

*,1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA,INWR 

Wendlings, McEales,et  al 

"25,28 

U,2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle  et,al. 

ii 

31 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Sundell , Carls on 

Gadwall 

ii 

13F 

1 

Langford 

Bourne 

it 

20 

2 

MayviLle  B^y,  Chaut.  Lake 

Elderkin 

it 

20 

9,3 

Iroquois  NWR,0CWMA 

Morse 

ii 

2k 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Valentine , Lafferty 

it 

25 

6 

Nice  Rd., Clarence 

Wendlings,  et  al. 

it 

28 

5 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Pintail 

it 

5f 

100 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Green-w.  Teal 

it 

9F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

ii 

22 

k 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

ii 

25 

2 

Burge  son  Sanct.,  Frews  burg  Sundell ,  et  al  • 

*Blue-w.  Teal 

n 

2kF 

1 

Burge sonS  met.,  Fnswsburg  Elderkin 

it 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

McKales 

it 

25 

k 

Burges cn  Sanct,  Frewsburg 

Sundell,  et  al. 

Amer.  Widgeon 

it 

IiF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

12 

3 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

*Shoveler 

it 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

it 

25 

U 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wendlings,  et  al. 

it 

31 

9 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Sundell,  Carlson 

#Wood  Duck 

it 

11F 

2 

Mayville , Chaut . Lake 

Rew,  et  al. 

ii 

20 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Redhead 

it 

20 

170 

Mayville,  Bay,  Chaut.Lake 

Elderkin 

*Ring-n.  Duck 

it 

6F 

1 

Kimball  Stand 

Sundell, Pettersen 

it 

8 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

ii 

11 

lk 

Westfield 

Rew,  et  al. 

Canvasback 

ii 

15 

5o 

Celeron 

Beal 

ii 

16 

1,700 

C  olburns , Chaut • Lake 

Rew 

it 

20 

76 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Elderkin 

Lesser  Scaup 

u 

13F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

22 

1 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

White-w.  Scoter 

it 

6 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell, et  al. 

Ruddy  Duck 

n 

2  OF 

2 

M^ville  Ek ^Chaut.Lake 

Elderkin 

Hooded  Merganser 

ii 

11F 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Smith 
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Hooded  Merganser 

Mar 

.  16 

6  Dewit tville  Bay,  Chaufc. 

Lake 

Elderkin 

”29,30 

30,10  Burgeson  Sanct.Jhrewsburg 

;  Elderkin, Beal 

•K-Turkey  Vulture 

it 

23 

1  Town  of  Mansfield 

Rew, Ulrich 

n 

23 

1  Town  of  Ellington 

Rew,Ulrigh 

,m 

23 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

25 

b  Millgrove 

Andrle,et  al. 

ti 

25 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Axtells , Kraetzes 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

u 

22F 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

ti 

28 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle,et  al. 

tt 

29 

5  Allegany  Rd^Hanover  Twp, 

.Benham,Kraetz 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

tt 

28 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle, et  al. 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

tt 

28 

18  Four  Mile  Creek  St.Pk. 

Klabundes 

ti 

29 

2b  Four  Mile  Creek  St.Pk. 

Klabundes 

Red-should.Hawk 

tt 

U 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

ti 

7 

1  Lakeside  Cem. , Hamburg 

Andrle 

it 

8 

1  near  East  Eden 

Bourne 

tt 

28 

9  Four  Mile  Creek  St.Pk. 

Klabundes 

Rough-le  g .Hawk 

it 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

"11,25 

7,2,2  Clarence  Center 

McKales 

tt 

16 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

2U 

b  Iroquois  NWR 

Valentine , Laf f erty 

*Bald  Eagle 

tt 

2 

l(imm)  Queens ton,  Ont. 

Benham, Kraetz 

Pigeon  Hawk 

tt 

31F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

Amer,  Coot 

It 

6F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

It 

2b 

7  Iroquois  NWR 

Valent ine , Laf f e r ty 

11 

28 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

Killdeer 

It 

IF 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Sommerville 

tt 

3 

3  Fish  Hill  Rd.,S .Wales 

Wendlings 

It 

3 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

*Amer  .Mo  ode  ock 

tt 

7?8 

1,6  Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

9 

2  Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

13 

1  East  Aurora 

Valentine 

•^Common  Snipe 

tt 

16F 

2  Tonawanda  WMA. 

Morse 

tt 

23 

5  Randolph 

Rew, Ulrich 

*Gr.  Yellowlegs 

tt 

27F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

tt 

2  OF 

1  Riverside 

Elderkin 

Snowy  Owl 

11 

2b 

1  White  Game  Farm 
Alabama  Twp. 

Morse 

11 

28 

1  Times  Beach, Bflo. 

Andrle, et  al. 

Barred  Owl 

U 

1 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

Short-eared  Owl 

It 

b 

1  Clarence  Center 

McKales 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tt 

1-31 

2-U  Belmont  to  Scio 

Burtons 

tt 

3 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtells 

”12-31F 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker  ” 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.Rose  Hill 

Ont. 

j 

Axtells 

tt 

U,6 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

30 

1  Alfred 

Klingensmith 
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Red-bell.  Wdpkr. 

Mar 

tt 

.  7  •- 

25 

u 

1 

Ft.  Niagara  St.Pk. 
Albion  Rd.,Oak  Orchard 

WMA. 

Klabundes 

Axtells , Kraetzes 

*Eastern  Phoebe 

tt 

8F 

1 

Eden 

Bigelows 

ft 

26 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

28 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Andrle,et  al. 

*Tree  Swallow 

tt 

28 

1 

Town  of  New  Hudson 

Burtons 

tt 

25F 

1 

Stafford1 s  Pond 

Rew 

*Boreal  Chickadee 

tt 

29 

u 

Burges  on  Sanct  ..Frewsburg  Elderkin 

tt 

8 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-31 

1-2 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

tt 

8,30 

1 

Foster  Lake 

Brooks 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

16 

1 

BOSWR,  Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

tt 

1-31 

1-2 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

tt 

1-21* 

2-1* 

Alfred 

Brooks 

It 

1 

1 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

tt 

5-22 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

tt 

11 

3 

Acacia  He.,  Can. , PerrQebai  McKales, Reeves 

Winter  Viren 

tt 

8,9F 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

31 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Klabundes 

Carolina  Viren 

tt 

1-31 

1 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

tt 

25 

1 

Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

29 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Mockingbird 

It 

7 

3 

Stamford  Twp.,Ont. 

Klabundes 

tt 

17-19 

1 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

Robin 

tt 

3F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Valentine 

tt 

6 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme  rville 

"^Eastern  Bluebird 

tt 

7 

1* 

Bemus  Pt.,Chaut.Lake 

Elderkin 

tt 

6F 

1 

Lake  View 

Bourne 

tt 

8 

1 

Hickox  Rd., Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

9 

1 

Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew 

It 

21 

5 

Richburg 

Burtons 

tt 

23 

2 

Bemus  Pt. ,Chaut.Lake 

Elderkin 

*Water  Pipit 

tt 

27 

1 

Keeney  Swamp  area 

Burtons 

tt 

23F 

25 

Randolph 

Rew 

Northern  Shrike 

tt 

1 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

h 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew,et  al. 

tt 

7 

1 

Youngstown 

Klabundes 

tt 

8 

1 

Albion 

Klabundes 

tt 

15 

1 

Rose  Hill  &LR  ose  Hi.  11, Ont.  Axtells 

tt 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NVJR 

Danner 

tt 

21* 

1 

Allegany  Rd ., Hanover  IWpA.xtells 

It 

25 

6 

Iroquois  NWR,  Albion 

Wendlings  ,  Klabunc 

ft 

28 

2 

3MR,0CWMA 

Andrle,et  al. 

tt 

31 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

tt 

31 

1 

T  o  nax  Ta  nda  WMA 

Sundell, Carlson 

^Loggerhead  Shrike 

tt 

31F 

1 

Iroquois  NVJR 

Morse 

Starling 

It 

8  13,000 

Shadigee-to  Carlton 

Klabundes 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

It 

3F 

1*80 

Lake  View 

Brownstein 

tt 

I* 

350 

Bemus  Pt.,Chaut.Lake 

Elderkin 

tt 

h 

Ul 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

tt 

6 

75 

Lake  View 

Bourne 

It 

8 

5oo 

Shadigee  to  Carlton 

Klabundes 
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Rusty  Blackbird 

Mar.  lf>F 

3S  Lake  View 

Bourne 

it 

28 

2 ^  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

Common  Grackle 

tt 

3F 

2  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

1! 

3F 

U  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

It 

3F 

60  Lake  View 

Brownstein 

It 

8 

1,000  Shadigee  to  Carlton 

Klabundes 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

tt 

3F 

30  Lake  View 

Brownstein 

tt 

3F 

11  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

7 

3S  Lake  View 

Bourne 

tt 

8 

1,000  Shadigee  to  Carlton 

Klabundes 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

1-31 

20-U0  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

tt 

1-3 

8  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

tt 

3-28 

S-30  Alfred  (f ) 

Klingensmith 

tt 

3-31 

1-Ul  East  Aurora  (f) 

Valentine 

tt 

U-30 

8-20  Alfred  (f ) 

Brooks 

tt 

17-31 

U-20  Hamburg 

Andrle 

tt 

20,25 

9  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne.......  •  ■  - 

House  Finch 

It 

1-31 

S-6  Amherst  (f) 

Ward  ' ' 

(20  were  present  on  the 

17-l8th) 

Pine  Grosbeak 

It 

1 

12  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

2-9 

10  Alfred 

Brooks' 

tt 

2 

U  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

2 

9  Town  of  Willing 

Burtons 

tt 

2 

6  Bemus  Pt.,  Chaut.Lake 

Elderkin 

tt 

2 

3  Ellicottville 

Klabundes 

It 

11 

6  Oakland  Rural  Cerr. 

McKales, Reeves 

Youngstown 

tt 

21 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Elderkin 

tt 

28 

3  Town  of  New  Hudson 

Burtons 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

1-7 

2-3  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

19 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

tt 

26-28 

2  Jamestown  (f) 

Beal 

tt 

31 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

tt 

1-  31 

30  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

tt 

10 

28  East  Aurora 

Valentine 

tt 

21 

5>0  Allegany  State  Park 

Elderkin 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

3-27 

2-10  Alfred 

Klingensmith 

It 

7-30 

1-12  Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

11 

10  Acacia  Pk.sCem.,  Pendleton  Me  Kales,  Re  eves 

tt 

16,31 

32, US  Jamestown 

S undell 

Roufous-s.  Towhee 

M 

12F 

1  near  East  Eden 

Bourne 

Chipping  Sparrow 

8 

,19,26 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

18F,21 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,Rose  Hill, Ont.  Axtells 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

IS 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

21 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

2U 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

« 

29 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 
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Snow  Bunting  Mar.  3  13  Griffin  Lane,  Elma  Wendlings 

"8  3  Somerset  „  Klabundes 

•  n  •  20  2£  'Griffin  Lane,  Elma  Danner 

Species,  subspecies,  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  .  •  108 
Species,  subspecies,  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .••••••  19 

Total  to  date . 127 


‘  ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

.t .  ..  ‘  .  ^  *  -\s  j  .  ‘  •  *  v'  •  '  ' 

FIELD  TRIP  ALONG  CANADIAN  SH ORE  OF  NIAGARA  RIVER,  March  11,  1973 

by  Bill  &  Alice  McKale 

•  -■  .  :  \  '  ‘  •  * 

We  started  this  field  trip  with  plenty  of  optimism  although  the  sky 
was  heavily  overcast  and  70%  chance  of  heavy  rain  showers  had  been  predicted 
for  the  day.  Several  days  of  unusually  warm,  spring-like  days  had  brought 
about  several  changes.  Buds  on  some  trees  were  conspicuously  enlarged  and 
very  little  ice  could  be  seen  behind  the  log  boom  which  is  in  place  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  at  Lake  Erie.  -  Normally  there  are  from  several  hundred  to 
a  few  thousand  Buffleheads  in  the  river  in  the  area  of  the  Peace  Bridge' at 
this  time  of  the  year.  However,  there  were  only  a  few  individuals  of  this 
species  to  be  seen  there.  Likewise,  there  was  a  drastic  change  in  the  num¬ 
bers  of  other  wintering  waterfowl  species  as  we  proceeded  along  the  river 
toward  the  Falls.  Only  30  Black  Ducks  were  at  the  Fort  Erie  Marsh  area  where 
there  had  been  sometimes  two  to  three  hundred  ducks  of  various  species  during 
the  previous  months.  Red-br.  Mergansers  and  Common  Mergansers  were  the  ex¬ 
ception,  however,  and  a  few  rafts  of  these  species  could  be  seen  across  the 
river  nearer  to  the  Grand  Island  shores.  Far  fewer  ducks  were  in  the  rapids 
above  the  Falls  also.  Only  a  handful  of  gulls  were  in  this  areaj  whereas, 
normally  during  .cold  winter  weather,  there  are  usually  thousands. 

.  .  ’  ~  •* 

Wherever  we  stopped  we  were  greeted  by  one  or  more  singing  Song 
Sparrows.  Large  numbers  of  Red-w.  Blackbirds  and  Common  Grackles  were  seen 
almost  the  entire  drive  along  the  river.  Goldfinches,  Chickadees,  Juncos, 
Brown  Creepers  and  Red-br.  Nuthatches  welcomed  us  at  Dufferin  Islands  as 
we  walked  in  the  lightly  falling  rain.  Visibility  became  very  poor  be¬ 
cause  of  the  heavy  showers  and,  with  a  great  deal  of  reluctance,  it  was 
necessary  to  terminate  the  field  trip  shortly  after  noon. 

89  Larch  Road,  Eggertsville,  N.Y.  lij.226 


B.O.S,  TRIP  TO  OAK  ORCHARD 
by  Marie  Wendling 

On  March  2$  the  scheduled  trip  to  observe  the  spring  waterfowl  migration 
at  the  Clarence  and  Newstead  sinks  and  the  Iroquois  and  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Refuges 
brought  out  twelve  people.  The  day  was  mild  with  a  lightly  overcast  sky,  which 
helped  rather  than  hinder  observation.  Canada  geese  were  in  fairly  plentiful 
numbers,  but  ducks  were  few  and  the  number  of  swans  had  already  decline^.  '• 
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B.O.S.  Trip  to  Oak  Orchard,  cont.. 

At  the  first  stop  on  Tillman  Road  only  a  pair  of  Mallards  were  seen. 

At  Nice  Road  besides  the  geese  there  were  six  each  of  Gadwall  and  Black  ducks, 
eight  Widgeon,  several  Goldeneyes,  and  one  Pied-billed  Grebe.  On  the  Stage  and 
Steiner  Road  Sinks  the  geese  numbered  about  2000,  but  the  Pintails  were  sur¬ 
prisingly  few,  and  only  two  Whistling  Swans  remained  of  the  twenty  seen  there 
on  Saturday. 

On  the  Nolle ottsville  Sinks  there  was  considerably  less  water  than 
formerly.  (Is  some  of  the  water  being  diverted  by  new  channels  and  ponds  in 
the  surrounding  area?)  Canada  Geese  were  plentiful  here,  while  the  Pintails 
were  scarce,  but  swans  were  busily  feeding,  and  the  discovery  of  two  "white 
geesen  caused  a  bit  of  excitement  until  we  realized  they  were  albino  Canada 
Geese,  one  wholly  white,  the  other  less  so.  Several  Ring-necks,  and  one  . 

Shoveler  were  also  observed.  At  the  Cayuga  Pond  a  Coot  was  added  to  the  day’s 
list.  Here  and  at  the  Shelby  Sinks  the  geese  were  numerous,  and  among  them 
were  a  few  Shove lers  and  Widgeon.  At  Ring-neck  Pond  and  along  Sour  Springs 
Road  we  saw  twenty  Common  Mergansers  and  more  Ring-necks  and  Widgeon.  Here  too 
some  of  the  party  saw  a  Great  Blue  Heron  fly  over.  On  Stafford’s  Pond  and 
especially  in  the  fields  on  the  other  side  geese  were  in  good  numbers.  Right 
away  sharp  eyes  detected  white  geese  on  the  farther  shore,  and  closer  observa¬ 
tion  disclosed  six  Snow  Geese  and  six  Blue  Geese;  -  surely  the  high  point  of  the 

day.  In  addition,  two  Canvasbacks  and  two  Redheads  were  on  the  pond. 

<  .  *  "  *■  * 

All  day  Grackles  flew  over  in  numbers,  but  Red-wings  seemed  fewer  than 
usual.  Song  Sparrows  and  Robins  were  everywhere,  and  occasionally  a  Meadowlark 
sang  rom  the  fields.  Four  Northern  Shrikes  were  observed  at  various  places 
urmg  the  day.  Two  flocks  of  Rusty  Blackbirds '  were  seen  along  Ditch  Road, 
o  ert  Wagner  found  .a  Red-tailed  Hawk  on  a  nest  in  one  of  the  woodlots  along 
Cedar  Street,  but  the  nest  on  Knowlesville.Road,  which  has  been  under  obser¬ 
vation  for  several  years,  was  empty  -  though  on  Saturday  a  Red-tail  was  seen 
standing  in  it  with  another  one  nearby.  This  nest  should  be  watched  closely 
by  all  visitors  to  the  refuge  this  spring. 

21  Garrison  Road,  Williams ville,  N.Y.  ll±221 
NOTES 


Robert  Wagner  Appointed  Compiler  of  Records 

•r  '  •  ’  .  •* 

„  Effective  immediately,  Mr.  Robert  Wagner  will  assume  the  post  of  Compile: 

°  jSxur*S  ^°r  Ornithological  Society  and  observers  are  requested  to 

send  their  records  for  each  month  before  the  fifth  day  of  the  following  month  to 
Mr.  Wagner  at  U32£  Circle  Court,  Williamsville,  New  York  11*221. 


Important  Notice l 


i  ‘  ‘ 


A  .n  o^/t-1o^e?^ing  of  th?  Council  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  on 
Jr  -D  1-k  was  ^nani^onsly  decided  to  increase  the  subscription  price 

The  Prothonotary  to  $£.00  annually  effective  October  1st,  1973.  The  increase 
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Important  Notice,  cont. 


was  voted  after  a  report  from  the  Society’s  treasurer  concerning  the  rising  ex' 
penses  of  the  operation  of  the  Society  generally  and  of  The  Prothonotary  in 


The  Status  of  " Thayer’s  Gull 

.  ^n,^e  ^arc^  1973  issue  of  The  Prothonotary,  a  statisticians’  note 
was  published  concerning  sight  identification  of  "Thayer’s"  Gull  in  the  Niagara 
ron  ler  i  egion. ..  At  that  time,  the  bird  was  identified  as  a  sub-species  of  the 
Herring^ Gull  (Larus  argentatus)  and  described  as  "Thayer’s"  Gull  (Larus  argentatus 
^  accordance  with  the  nomenclature  of  the  A.O.U.  "Check-list  of  North 
^merican  Birds"  (1957, fifth  ed.X  Shortly  after  publication  of  this  note,  the 

n  ^SSUe  -^e  — S'(v°l«  90:2),  the  quarterly  journal  of  the  American 
*^k°logists .  Union,  appeared  containing  the  thirty-second  supplement  of  the 
•O.u.  Check-list,  of  North  American  Birds.  This  supplement  covers  changes  in 
names,  accepted  by  the  Committee  on  Classification. and  Nomenclature  of  the  A.O.U. 
since  publication  of  the  fifth  edition  of  the  Check-list  in  1957*  Among  the 
changes  involving  taxonomic  decisions  is  the  raising  of  "Thayer’s"  Gull  to  a 
full  species,  specifically  distinct  from  the  Herring  Gull  ( L. argentatus .  It:^ 
is  to  be  identified  as-Tarus-  thayeri  with  the  English'*  name," "ThayeFs^ull. 

New  Members  ' 

The  Society  is  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  new  members: 

Mrs.  Anna  M.  Bauer 

95  Jasmine  Avenue  *- 

West  Seneca,  New  York  -1U22U 

Peter  Reczek 

319  Paderewski  Drive 

Buffalo,  New  York  ll±212 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Ulvans  (Myra) 

3906  N.  Bailey  Avenue 
Buffalo,  New  York  1U226 

;  *  ■/,  1 

The  Mourning  Dove  as  a  Game  Bird  . 

Correspondence  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Maxwell  Wheat,  Jr.,  Chairman 
of  the  Conservation  Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs,  . 
concerning  the  proposed  legislation  to  include  the  Mourning  Dove  as  a  species  of 
game  bird  with  an  open  hunting  season  in  New  York  State.  Mr.  Wheat  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Mourning  Dove  "probably  will  not  be  hunted  in  New  York  State 
in  1973".  The  Federation  learned  on  April  12th  that  Senator  Bernard  C.  Smith, 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Conservation,  Recreation  and  the  Environment 
was  not  expected  to  allow  the  bill  (S-3807)  out  of  committee.  (See  Prothonotary, 
February  1973,  pg.12). 
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Falconry  Bill  Introduced 


A  bill  to  allow  falconry  in  New  York  State  has  been  introduced  in 
the  New  York  Legislature.  The  bill,  S-1813,  has  been  referred  to  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Conservation  and  Recreation.  Senator  Bernard  C.  Smith,  p hair- 
man  of  that  committee y:  introduced  the  measure.  *  -  '  .  •  -- 


The  bill  would  amend  the  environmental  conservation  law  to  allow  •  \ 

hunting  of  small  game  animals  and  wild  upland  game  birds  with  raptors.  Peregrine 
Falcons,  Golden  Eagles  and  Bald  Eagles  would  be  excluded. 


A  falconry  advisory  board  of  five  would  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Education.  This  board  would  recommend  quali¬ 
fications  for  eligibility  of  applicants  for  falconry  licenses  and  recommend  action 
to  be  taken  on  each  application,  recommend  the  species  and  numbers  of  raptors 
that  could  be  possessed  or  taken  from  the  wild  and  the  manner  of  taking.,  and 
recommend  falconry  hunting  seasons.  The  fee  for  a  falconry  license:  would  be 
ten  dollars. 

(Reprinted  from  the  Conservation  Bulletin,  April  16,  1973.) 


1973  PROGRAM  -MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the 
Society's  club  room  in  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


June  13 


Picnic  Supper  at  Old  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  6:30  p.m. 
Report  on  May  Bird  Count. 


July  7 


Birding  at  Timber .Trail?  (Bigelow's  Sanctuary)  Us 00  p.m. 

Bring  box  supper-  (also, if  possible, folding  table  &  chairs)  Eat  at  6:30. 
Some  may  wish  t.o  stay  for  Owl  Prowl. 

Rte,  #62  from  Hamburg  through  Eden  traffic  light*  to  Sandrock  Road  on 
left. . .Continue  on  Sandrock  to.  Larkin,  on  left.  Bigelow's  Timber  Trails 
mailbox  is  first  on  left  down  Larkin.  ■  •  i : 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler: ,Mr.  Robert  Wagner,  U325>  Circle  Court,  Williamsvillej 
New  York  1R221 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  New  York  lit 22R 


BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.25>  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 
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The  promise  of  an  early  spring,  so  hopefully  generated  by  the  mild  weather 
in  March,  was  not  borne  out  in  April  when  temperatures  were  much  more  seasonal*  A 
period  of  unseasonably  warm  weather  in  mid-month  was  followed  by  very  cold  tempera¬ 
tures  and  northerly  winds  in  the  last  week  of  April,  disappointing  those  birders 
who  hoped  for  waves  of  early  warblers  and  good  hawk  migration  before  the  period 
ended*  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  U 6*9  degrees,  3«U  degrees  above 
normal,  while  precipitation  totaled  5.96  inches,  2.U  inches  in  the  form  of  snow 
early  in  the  period  with  l.U  inches  being  recorded  on  the  10th*  (Meteorological 
data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo  International  Airport). 


In  spite  of  disappointing  weather  conditions,  migrating  waterfowl,  raptors 
and  passerines  were  reported  in  good  variety,  if  not  spectacular  numbers.  Among  the 
many  noteworthy  species  seen  was  a  White-fronted  Goose  in  the  Oak  Orchard  area  on 
the  7th,  a  Golden  Eagle  in  the  Town  of  Alabama  on  the  l6th,  a  late  Snowy  Owl  at  the 
Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  the  lUth  and  a  Laughing  Gull  at  the  Allegany 
Reservoir  on  the  18th*  House  Finches  were  reported  from  two  new  localities  in 
Belmont  and  Kenmore.  As  noted,  the  spring  passage  of  Broad-winged,  Sharp-shinned 
and  other  hawks  through  the  area  was  disappointing  because  of  adverse  weather  condi¬ 
tions  on  those  days  when  most  observers  were  afield.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue, 

Robert  Wagner  summarizes  the  results  of  a  hawk  count  in  which  B.O.S.  members 
participated  on  April  29th* 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.I.  1U217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names ,  dates  or  localities  indicate  than  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

BIRD  RECORDS  FOR  APRIL 


Common  Loon  Apr.  ?F 

1 

Fredonia 

Sundell 

tt 

7F 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Elderkin 

Red-necked  Grebe  " 

12 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

D. -crest. Cormorant  " 

1 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Andrles 

it 

7 

2 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

22,23 

U,l 

Alma  Pond 

Burtons 

*Green  Heron  " 

2  IF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

,7Common  Egret  " 

23 

1 

Wells ville 

Burtons 

10F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

30 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  Park 

Klabunde 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron  " 

17 

5 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Kikta 

tt 

25 

3U 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Benham 

tt 

29 

12 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

^American  Bittern  " 

8F 

1 

Elma 

Kikta 

tt 

Hi 

1 

Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

Whistling  Swan  " 

U,6 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

15l 

1 

Langford 

Andrles 

Canada  Goose  " 

1 

23,000 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Valentine , Byron 

ft 

9 

27,300 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tt 

17 

l30,500 

tt  it 

Morse 

26 

2ij.,200 

tt  tt 

Morse 

^White-fronted  Goose  " 

7F 

1 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Sundell,  et  al. 

Snow  Goose  " 

9 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Blue  Goose  " 

12 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

tt 

lit 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sundell,  et  al. 

Ring-necked  Duck  " 

1 

108 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Valent ine , Byron 

White-w.  Scoter  " 

1 

h 

01c ott 

tt  tt 

tt 

23 

6 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

^Common  Scoter  " 

23F 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

U8 
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Ruddy  Duck 

Apr 

.  11 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

n 

12 

20  Chautauqua  Lake 

Elderkin 

t! 

lti 

7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Sundell,et  al. 

11 

15 

2 

Frewsburg 

Sundell,et  al. 

It 

15 

2 

Langford 

Andrles 

II 

17 

-  ’  Ii 

Niagara  River 

Kikta 

It 

18 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Valentine 

11 

29 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wagner 

Turkey  Vulture 

II 

7 

51 

Portland 

Rew,  Buck 

^Goshawk 

It 

15F 

1 

Clarence  1 

McKales 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

It 

15 

170 

Grimsby,  Ont. 

Klabunde 

It 

25 

80 

Jordan a  Ont. 

Benham 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

tl 

7  - 

3 

Portland 

Rew,  Buck 

.  -  i  •  v  ■ 

IT 

15 

■«  •  ’  1 

Hamburg ; 

Bourne 

11 

15 

•  17 

Grimsby >  Ont. 

Klabunde 

*Broad-w.  Hawk 

It 

i5f 

1 

Clarence 

McKales 

it 

25  O 

5oo 

Jordon,..  Ont. 

Behham 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

11.  ; 

-  -15  : 

•  l 

Clarence 

McKales 

^Golden  Eagle 

It 

16F 

•  l 

!-  Alabama 

Rebovichs 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

!  29 

l 

(adult)  Clarence 

McKales 

Osprey 

It 

9 

l 

Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

11 

17 

l 

j’  Alfred 

Brooks 

11 

20  -  v 

l 

Elma  : ; 

Valentine 

11 

21-29  •  • 

i-ii 

Belmont,1  Alma  Pond 

Burtons 

n  ; 

v  • 

25 

l 

Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

ti 

.*■■25 

2 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Pigeon  Hawk 

it 

17 

•  1 

Iroquois :  NWR 

Morse 

Turkey 

ti 

1U 

1 

New  Hudson 

Burtons 

^Virginia  Rail 

n 

21 

■  2 

Alfred  -V 

Brooks 

ti 

15F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

McKales 

n 

25,29 

1,2 

Frewsburg  • 

Elderkin 

*  Sora 

ti 

23F 

1 

Iroquois  -  NWR 

Olsen 

^Upland  Plover 

it 

27F 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

it 

29 

3 

Clarence 

McKales 

^Spotted  Sandpiper 

it 

23F 

i  ■  1 

Alma  Pond 

Burtons 

^Solitary  Sandpiper 

tt 

26 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

tt 

25F 

•!  1 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

^Lesser  Yellowlegs 

tt 

27 

2 

Stockton 

W e  ndling , Ulrich 

ii 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Wendlings ,  Me  Kale 

ii 

15 

2 

Sinclairville 

Elderkin 

^Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ti 

15 

5,13 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Me  Kales,Wend  lings 

t  \  .  „ 

it 

15 

2 

Sinclairville 

Elderkin 

Glaucous  Gull 

ii 

Hi 

1 

Ransomville 

Klabunde 

laughing  Gull, 

ti 

29 

1 

Jordan  Harbor,  Ont. 

Schaffner, Clark 

it 

18 

1 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Kibler  ' 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

tt 

2,5,17 

1,2,12 

•Iroquois  NWR 

01sen,Morse 

tt 

16 

17 

Wellsville 

Burtohs 
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’'Common  Tern 

Apr 

.  2  IF 

2 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Andrles 

-X-  •* 

m 

25 

12 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Valentine 

Caspian  Tern 

ii 

21F,26 

6,3 

Times  Beach 

Andrles , Byron 

Snox-jy  Owl 

ii 

lUL 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Sundell,  et  al. 

Short-eared  Owl 

n 

15 

2 

Clarence 

McKales 

’''’Chimney  Swift 

ii 

26 

1 

.Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

22F 

3 

Hamburg 

Andrles 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr, 

it 

25 

1 

Otto 

Andrles 

ii 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  Indian  Res, 

V  alent ine , Byron 

"■Bank  Swallow 

n 

12F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

,  2b 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Andrle,  Byron 

ii 

,  2k 

*  -1 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

it 

17F 

2 

, Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Barn  Swallow 

it 

23 

v.  2 

‘Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

n 

.  12 

1 

Iroquois .  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

2k 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

’A’Cliff  Swallow 

it 

2k 

2 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

ii 

2kF: 

3 

Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Andrle,  Byron 

it 

28 

1 

*  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Purple  Martin 

ii 

•12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

17 

5 

Chippawa,  Ont • 

Kikta 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ii 

1,30  , 

1,2 

Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

9,lii 

1,1 

Elma 

Kikta 

it 

12,20 

1,1 

Hamburg  - 

Webb 

*House  Wren 

ii 

18 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

ii 

2  OF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

2k 

1 

i  Jamestown 

Sundell 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

1-9 

1 

Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

18 

1 

Elma 

Danner 

•  V  r 

ii 

21 

1 

Lake  View 

Wendlings 

it 

25 

1 

Otto 

Andrles 

it 

28 

1 

Lakewood 

Sundell 

Mockingbird 

it 

1 

lit 

Ransomville 

Klabunde 

Brown  Thrasher 

it 

22F 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

it 

2k 

1 

Caneadea 

Burtons 

ii  . 

„  2k 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

"’'"Wood  Thrush 

it 

30F 

1 

Spring  Brook 

.  Danner 

Hermit  Thrush 

ii 

12 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

* B1 • -gr • Gnatcatcher 

it 

15 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

ii 

23F 

1 

Alma 

Burtons 

• . ' 

it 

2k 

2 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

ii 

lk 

k 

Hamburg  ,.m 

Webb 

ii 

21 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse,  Bernath 

Water  Pipit 

it 

r. 

9 

1 

Iroquoi§  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

*  18 

5  • 

Boston 

Bourne 

ii 

28 

6 

Sinclairville 

Elderkin, et  al. 

Northern  Shrike 

it 

1,10L ‘ 

1,1 

Scio, Wells ville 

Burtons,  Rupp 

'50 


for  April”  cont 
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^Solitary  Vireo 

Apr. 

25F 

2 

Otto 

Andrles 

"Blacic  &  White  Warbler  ” 

22F 

.1 

Snyder 

DeKleine 

^Yellow  Warbler 

IT 

t! 

26 

25F 

1 

2 

Eggertsville 

Otto 

McKales 

Andrles 

it 

'  25F 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

Myrtle  Warbler 

!T 

10 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

23 

12 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

*B1 • -thr  # -Gr  #W  arbler 

11 

27F 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*Palm  Warbler 

It 

2ljF 

2 

Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

* Hooded  Warbler 
^Baltimore  Oriole 
^Scarlet  Tanager 

It 

It 

27F 

w 

1 

1 

Amity 

East  Eden 

Burtons 

Bourne 

n 

30F 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabunde 

^Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

it 

28F 

1 

Elma  (f) 

Kikta 

Evening  Grosbeak 

it 

1-30 

i-5o 

various  localities 

by  several  observers 

House  Finch 

tt 

1-30 

20 

Amherst  (f) 

Ward 

tt 

20 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

30 

,  1 

Kenmore  4 

Thill 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

8 

6 

Alfred 

Klingensmith 

tt 

15,16 

8,5 

Alfred 

Brooks 

tt 

28 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Red  Crossbill 

it 

1-30 

1-50 

various  localities 

by  several  observers 

White-w.  Crossbill 

it 

1-30 

1 

Amherst  (f) 

Ward 

^Savannah  Sparrow 

tt 

6F 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

tt 

10 

.  2' 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

27F 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

Tree  Sparrow 

tt 

29L 

1 

Emery  Park 

Valentine,et  al. 

Chipping  Sparrow 

it 

6 

1 

East  Eden 

Bourne 

White-thr#  Sparrow 

tt 

1 

U 

BelmOnt 

Burtons 

tt 

1 

5 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

l4F,5 

1,1 

Elma 

Kikta 

tt 

1,2k 

*.  1,1 

Hamburg 

Webb 

i* 

2h 

l 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

16 

l 

East'"  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

20 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

4 

Morse 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year. 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  recorded 

this  issue  . 

....  U8 

Total  to  date  .  .  . 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  APRIL  BIRD  COUNT 

Dates  April  8,  1973 

Compilers:  Mr#  &  Mrs,.  Lincoln  Crone 

Weather:  Temperature  32  -  h3  degrees  F#  Wind  N.E#  10  -  25  M.P.H, 

Areas  Covered:  All  except  sections  2 h  and  25. 
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Data  for  Comparison:  Comparisons  are  taken  from  the  data  on  file  from  the  April 

bird  counts  of  B.O.S.  over  the  period  from  19U3  through 
1972  (1956  missing).  The  average  shown  is  for  the  years 
1961  through  1972 5  based  upon  the  number  of  years  the  species 
was  observed.  Sections  are  mentioned  for  species  observed 
in  three  o:r  less  areas. 


Departure  from  Former  Policy:  Section  compilers  were  asked  by  the  Research 

Committee  to  report  a  maximum  of  500  House  Sparrows*  Red¬ 
wings  and  Grackles.  Some  complied  and  others  reported 
true  figures.  Overall  figures  are  distorted  because  of 
this . 


*  New  species  for  year 
H-Record  high  for  April  Count 


•  '•* 

1973 

*60  -  *72 
AVERAGE 

PREVIOUS5 

HIGH 

\  PREVIOUS 
LOW 

SECTION 

Common  Loon 

18 

8 

117 

0 

Horned  Grebe 

256 

311 

91*1 

0 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

35 

65 

1U0 

0 

Great  Bl.  Heron 

92 

85 

150 

6 

'Bl.-cr.  Night  H. 

19 

23 

306 

0 

2, 

21 

Whistling  Swan 

35 

85 

805 

3 

Canada  Goose 

39,852 

65,326 

103, 0U4. 

166 

Blue  Goose 

2 

8 

22 

0 

10, 

23 

Mallard 

693 

592 

1,218 

166 

Black  Duck 

130 

321 

2,hSl 

117 

Gadwall 

5 

18 

3k 

0 

2, 

8, 

Pintail 

307 

2,672 

21,li39 

191 

Green-w.  Teal 

6  k 

7k 

138 

3 

Blue-w.  Teal 

200 

133 

228 

2 

American  Widgeon 

ll±2 

238 

1,270 

68 

Shoveler 

33 

111 

38 

0 

5, 

10, 

Wood  Duck 

kk 

82 

129 

0 

Redhead 

62 

126 

-993 

2 

Ring-necked  Duck 

395  - 

259 

602  * 

U6 

*» 

Canvasback 

185 

271 

2,175 

11 

Greater  Scaup 

1,698 

2*112 

3,917 

30U 

Lesser  Scaup 

979 

725 

1,909 

219 

Am.  Goldeneye 

313 

1,275 

2,5U5 

186 

Bufflehead 

592 

999 

3,153 

71 

Oldsquaw 

930 

361 

6,02l± 

0 

White-w.  Scoter 

25 

5U 

306 

0 

Ruddy  Duck 

9 

19 

579 

0 

10, 

26 

Hooded  Merganser 

29 

109 

312 

13 

;  ; 

I 


23 


16 


Vol.  39  ,  No.  5  "April  Bird  Count  Report"  cont 


Common  Merganser 

1973 

5,013 

Red-br.  Merganser 

2,957 

Turkey  Vulture 

76 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

13 

Coopers  Hawk 

9 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

277 

Red- should.  Hawk 

18 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

8 

Marsh  Hawk 

ho 

*0sprey 

2 

Sparrow  Hawk 

21*9 

Ruffed  Grouse 

U6 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

98 

Turkey 

33 

American  Coot 

105 

Killdeer 

569 

Woodcock 

5H 

Common  Snipe 

63 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

20 

^Lesser  Yellow  Legs 

h 

* Pectoral  Sandpiper 

39 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

1 

Herring  Gull 

1*,027 

Ring-billed  Gull 

9,355 

Bonaparte 1 s  Gull 

5,601 

Little  Gull 

3 

Mourning  Dove 

829 

Screech  Owl 

2 

Great  Homed  Owl 

16 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

Barred  Owl 

1 

Long-eared  Owl 

h 

B.  Kingfisher 

70 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

13U 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

15 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  13 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  3 

Yellow-bellied  Saps, 

.  6 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

Dll 

Downy  Woodpecker 

381* 

Phoebe 

156 

Horned  Lark 
(E#  A.  alpestris) 

l 

60  -  '72 
AVERAGE 

PREVIOUS 

HIGH 

PREVIOUS 

Lai 

1,176 

7,891* 

11U 

1,969 

10,113 

262-; 

58 

98 

1 

16 

30 

1 

9 

lU 

1 

1U2 

263 

5 

25 

87 

h 

19 

68 

0 

37 

79 

16 

'■  7 

23 

•  0 

II4.6 

336 

33 

28 

Uo 

'0 

160 

291* 

U6 

19 

37 

0 

60 

736 

3 

1*71* 

966 

35 

28 

53 

1 

8U 

187 

0 

16 

32 

0 

3 

11 

0 

-  66 

207 

0 

1 

.  5 

■-  0 

3 

5 

0 

16 

62 

0 

1,115 

13,322 

1*29 

U.660 

16,823 

31 

911 

11,000 

...  0 

Fourth 

time  reported  •  t  ■' 

1*75 

'  817 

5 

3 

‘w  .  6 

•  0 

•  8 

•  20 

1 

1 

*  <  .  •  3 

0 

2 

h 

0 

2 

6 

0 

99 

155 

;  0 

396 

■  '•  908 

u 

lU 

28 

0 

6 

12 

0 

2 

6 

0 

25 

69 

0 

103 

205 

5 

29U 

U58 

25 

207 

U58 

0 

21 

U5 

0 

SECTION 


Ik,  23 


16,  27 

16,  21 
2 
2 

2  - 


3,  19 


H. 


H. 


H. 


H. 

H. 


H. 


53 


Vol.  39,  No,  5  "April  Bird  Count  Report"  cont. 


1973 

*60  -  *72 

PREVIOUS 

PREVIOUS 

SECTION 

AVERAGE 

HIGH 

LOW 

Horned  Lark 

-  «.• 

(E.A.  praticola) 

135 

31 

519 

0 

^ree  Swallow 

802 

,  293 

1,759 

0 

'Barn  Swallow 

8 

36 

178 

0 

’"'Purple  Martin 

5 

107 

696 

0 

Blue  Jay 

1,02U 

592 

1,586 

7 

Common  Crow 

2.207 

2,176 

3,38U 

316 

Black-capped  Chickadee!. 09U 

1,019 

1,861 

82 

,rBrown-c  •  Chickadee 

1 

1 

1 

0 

h 

Tufted  Titmouse  . 

9 

16 

U5 

0 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

262 

22$ 

361 

18 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

66 

16 

5U 

0 

Brown  Creeper 

la 

66 

126 

9 

Winter  Wren 

10 

10 

35 

0 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

2 

U 

0 

12, 

16 

Mockingbird 

.  7 

3 

6 

0 

2, 

3, 

Robin 

8,063 

7,863 

1U,U10 

,  kko 

^Hermit  Thrush 

1 

6 

50 

0 

10 

Eastern  Bluebird 

73 

6U 

261; 

5 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

36U 

'  177 

6U8 

11 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

5 

1U 

37 

0 

9, 

26 

Water  Pipit 

8 

113 

269 

0 

13, 

27 

Cedar  Waxwing 

139 

168 

332 

0 

Starling 

19,690 

30,789 

56,15U 

1,981 

* Myrtle  Warbler 

1 

k 

11 

0 

28 

House  Sparrow 

U,660 

hyhlh 

5,8UO 

68U 

E,  Meadowlark 

U82 

1,077 

1,666 

7 

Redwing  Blackbird 

15,721 

28,175 

79,382 

1,092 

Rusty  Blackbird 

309 

U19 

779 

12 

Common  Grackle 

16,1U9 

17,608 

33,531 

117 

Brown-h,  Cowbird 

3,58? 

3,6U3 

7,375 

3 

Cardinal 

5i5 

395 

921 

3 

Evening  Grosbeak 

.3,263 

5io 

3,217 

0 

Purple  Finch 

82 

69 

180 

0 

Pine  Grosbeak 

36 

2 

U 

0 

*C .Redpoll 

10 

U81 

2,602 

0 

27, 

28 

Pine  Siskin 

123 

71 

3U3 

0 

Am,  Goldfinch 

$2h 

296 

931 

0 

Red  Crossbill 

117 

27 

79 

0 

* 

R, -sided  Towhee 

19 

2U 

58 

0 

Savannah  Sparrow 

37 

89 

176 

0 

*Ve sper  Sparrow 

8U 

159 

303 

0 

Slate-c,  Junco 

2,265 

2,55U 

,  6,668 

118 

Tree  Sparrow 

7kk 

829 

2,23k 

2 

5U 
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Chipping  Sparrow 

Field  Sparrow 

5>U  ’ 

Wh. -crowned  Sparrow 

61 

Wh.-thr.  Sparrow 

128 

Fox  Sparrow 

•30 

Swamp  Sparrow 

•  11 

Song  Sparrow 

2, ,699 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

60  -  *72 
AVERAGE 

PREVIOUS 

HIGH 

EREVIOUS 

LOW 

Ul 

158 

0 

89 

207 

0 

20 

8U 

0 

U9 

299 

0 

.  53 

119 

0 

U6 

.  •  91 

0 

3,6U6 

5,81a 

152 

1±3 

229 

0 

SECTION 


27 


[  I 

SECTIONS 


163  385>  Individuals 
123  Species 

■  >•  .  •  /  .  .  .  ,  -i  . 

Sections  of  B.O.S.,  Study  Area  and  Observers* 

»  i  «!  *  •  '  '  .  .  .1 

Names  of  Compilers  are  underlined* 

OBSERVERS 


.v-  ' 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont* 

2.  Thor old,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N*Y. 

U.  MLddleport,  N.Y. 
£ .  Oak  Orchard , N • Y . 

6 .  Pt .  Maitland ,  Ont 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont* 

8 •  F  ort  Erie , Ont • 

9*  Grand  Island, N.Y 

10*  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo, N.Y. 

12.  Lane as ter, N.Y. 


13.  Batavia,N.Y. 


lU*  Hamburg, N.Y, 


Nancy  Crone,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lincoln  Crone. 

Gus  Yaki,  Audrey  Barnsley,  rFrank  Barnsley,  Mary  Deer, 

Connie  Kitney  and  M.  Moses* 

Harriette  &  Walter  Klabunde* 

Robert  Wagner ,  J  .  •-  "  - 

Gail  Seamans,:  Richard  Brownstein,  Dolores  Bosinski. 

.Joseph  Thill 

-Lincoln  Crone,  Marian  &  Nancy 

Stuart, &  Karen  Joynt,  Ed.  Williams.  _ 

.Arlene  Rote,  Clarence  Rote,  Dr.  Alan  Reckhow, Sheldon  nerritt 
Harold  Mitchell,  Neil  Goodman,  B.  Lewandowski, David  Wilcove 

Alice  McKale,  Bill  McKale  . . 

Marie  &  Margaret  Wendling,  Ima  Bill,  Wavel  &  Maxine  Barber^  ^ 
Dorothy  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Nellie  Karlok,  Pearl  lioore 
Gladys  Newton,  Gertrude  Webster  and  Cy  Noli ling. 
Kathryn  M.  Pixley, Norman  Annabal,  George_ Buckland,  ^  o  T_ 
Ronald~ Calantonio,  Robert  &  Eileen  Hull,  Max  &  J^ne 
Mason,  George  Mahaney,  Richard  &  Marge  Pixley  and 

Don  Thurau.  r  , 

Evelvne  M.  Rochester,  Ruth  Avery,  Mr.  &  Mrs._Thos.  Bourne, 

- - - Helen  Creighton,  .Mr*  &  Mrs.  Miles  Firey,  Dr.  &  Mrs. 

Robert  Leonard,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chas.  Mauser  and 
Polly  Pruss. 
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SECTIONS 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 


20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,N 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23.  Frewsburg,N.Y. 

2U.  Allegany  State 
2^.  Allegany,  N.Y. 
26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 


27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 


28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


OBSERVERS 

Thelma  Pikett,  Bernice  Reinhart,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  Reuben  and 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Witherell  - 

Frances  M.  Rew,  Alice  E.  Ulrich  and  Lois  Buck. 

Y.  Dick  &  Peggy  Christensen 

Jim  &  Jane  Moore. 

Larry  Wilson,  Mrs.  H.L.  Smith,  Mrs.  Helen  Morse, 

Mrs.  V.C.  Wilson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Wilson, 

Mrs.  Hughes  Evans,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Burr, 

Mrs.  Florence  Clark,  Mr.  Harland  Hale,  Mrs .Alan  Mills, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Wilmot,  Miss  Ruth  Gilman, 

Mrs.  Grace  R.  Guest,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.O.  Moore. 

A.E.  Valentine  and  Jill  Valentine. 

Y.  Douglas  Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  Clarence  Beal,  H.  Andree, 

C.  &  J.  Freeman. 

D.  Carlson,  R.  Boball,  G.  Caswell,  A.  Hiller,  S.  Maggio 
' .  and  E.  Pillsbury. 

D.  Carlson,  C.  Binns,  A.  Hiller,  H.  Huston,  S.  Maggio  and 
R.  Sundell. 

Pk.No  report 

N  o  report  ; 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Kecple, 

Mrs.  Alice  Driscoll,  Mrs.*  Kathern  Brown,  Mrs*  Benson 
Smith,  Mrs.  Frank  Resch,  Mrs.  Neal  K.  Wilson, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wesley  Serra,  Oren  Lee  Smith,  Mrs.  Donna 
Shelton,  Mrs.  Rita  Ungerman,  Miss  Mary  Louise  Moser, 

Mrs.  Mae  Truesdell,  Mrs.  Helen  Goldthwait,  Joseph 
Chernic,  Mrs.  Harold  Davis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Sanborn, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Burris,  Mrs.  L.L.  Champlin,  Mrs.  Edwin 
Willard,  Mr.  Alfred  Voorhies,  Mr.  Gary  Hatrick, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Compton. 

Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Mrs.  Anna  Ayres,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier, 
Mrs.  Sherman  Childs,  Mrs.  Hazel  Nichols,  Mrs.  Mildred 
Marshall,  Mrs.  Francis  Hunt,  Mrs.  David  Bennet, 

Mrs.  Robert  Swartz,  Mrs.  Nina  McMindes,  Joe  McLaughlin, 
Lindsey  A.  Gross,  Steven  Smith,  Mrs.  James  Pettit, 
Joseph  Carrier,  Barbara  Conroy,  Mrs.  Alton  Case, 

Mrs.  James  Hooker,  Mrs.  John  .Jacoby,  Mrs.  Gerald 
Wightman,  Mrs.  David  Bosworth,  Frances  A.  DeGroff, 

'  Noman  Ives,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Richmond,  Mrs.  Matt 
Campbell,  Mrs.  Donald  King,  Jeff  Rupp,  E.  G.  Smith, 
David  Prbsutti,  Mrs.  Norbert .Shear, Mr. &Mrs.R.Keople* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Vivian  Pitzrick, 
David  and  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Peter  and 
Terry  Finlay,  Alice  and  Eddy  Foster,  John  and  Eleanor 
Gilmour,  David  Horton,  Bill  Howe, Clarence  Klingensmith, 
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SECTIONS  OBSERVERS 

28.  Alfred,N.Y.  cont.  Lynn  Langworthy,  Dave  and  Carol  Lewis,  Cathy  MacDonald, 

Beverly  Perry,  Agnes  and  Everett  Rhodes,  Helen 
Robinson,  Bill  Schneider,  Era  Scofield,  Dorothy 
Bayless,  Jim  Coopenheaver,  Jay  and  Louise  Gibson, 

Linn  Phelan,  Paul  Cully,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  R.  Burdick, 
Miss  Christine  Ferrand,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bror  Larson, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byron  McClure,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  McClure, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Thompson,  Adaline  Densmore,  Helen 
Graves,  Milton  and  Auretta  Hampton,  Mrs.  Richard 
Kavesh,  Raymond  and  Vivian  Pitzricic,  Grace  Buckley, 

Mrs.  Don  Burdick,  Miss  Minnie  E.  Clark,  Dale  &  Evelyn 
Coats,  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Marie  Graves,  Claribel  James, 
Robert  and  Virginia  Macauley,  Marion'  Pendleton,  Alice 
Rayburn,  Ona,  Patty  and  Ruth  Reynolds,  Helen  Snodgrass, 
Theodore  Vossler,  June  Babcock. 

1  '  .  .  :  :  \  :  _  i  ?  - .  .  4  ;  * :  •  •  . 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,N.Y.ll|22li 
REPORT  OF  APRIL  HAWK  COUNT 

compiled  by  Robert  Wagner 

*  * 

The  hawk  count  on  April  29th  was  not  rewarding  in  terms  of  numbers  of 
hawks  ,  but  it  did  show  that  it  takes  more  than  a  pleasant  day  for  the  hawks  to 
fly. 

Observers  were  stationed  at  three  points  along  the  American  side  of  Lake 
Erie  (at  a  Thruway  overpass  near  Brocton,  Allegany  Rd.  near  Thruway,  Old  Lake  Shore 
Road  between  Jerusalem  Corners  and  18-Mile  Creekj)  three  points  along  Lake  Ontario 
(U-Mile  Creek  State  Park,  Krull  Park  at  Olcott  and  Point  Breeze^)  and  at  Grimsby, 
Ontario. 

- .«  -  .■  •£>•.'  .  . 

... 

Recorded  during  the  day  were  8  Turkey  Vultures,  11  Sharp-sh.  Hawks, 

3  Cooper1 s  Hawks,  27  Red-tailed  Hawks,  8  Red- shouldered  Hawks,  13  Broad- winged  Hawks, 
1  Bald  Eagle,  1  Rough-legged  Hawk,  5 ' Marsh  Hawks ,  2  Sparrow  Hawks,  25  unidentified 
hawks,  2  loons,  Ul  crows,  a  Great  Blue  Heron  and  a  Green  Heron. 

The  Bald  Eagle  was  reported  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale  in  the  town  of 
Clarence,  on  Lapp  Road  about  a  half  mile  east  of  Transit  Road,  It  was  a  white- 
headed  bird,  with  some  dark  streakings  in  the  white.  The  McKales  give  this  account: 

”We  arrived  on  Lapp  Road  ...  at  the  precise  moment  when  a  nearly  mature 
Bald  Eagle  was  coming  from  the  South.  He  circled  three  times  over  us  -  very  large 
circles  -  only  100  feet  above  when  we  first  saw  him.  He  had  a  most  difficult  time 
trying  to  raise  himself  high  enough  to  get  the  thermal  air  currents  ...  to  carry 
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Report  of  April  Hawk  Count,  cont, 

him  northward.  He  was  having  a  laborious  struggle  and  finally  gave  up  and  headed 
north,  finding  it  was  necessary  to  do  much  flapping  most  of  the  time  in  the  strong 
wind.  Three  resident  red  tails  gave  him  a  royal  escort  through  the  territory.  We 
have  never  had  such  an  excellent  observation  of  a  Bald  Eagle  in  the  B.0,5,  area." 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  eagle  may  also  account  for  the 
paucity  of  hawks.  Of  the  conditions  conducive  to  good  flying  weather  for  hawks 
the  only  one  present  was  a  lack  of  precipitation.  Wind  velocity  ranged  well  up 
to  30  mph  or  more,  and  was  from  the  west-northwest.  Temperatures  were  cool, 
ranging  from  low  20s  to  low  £0s,  and  the  barometer  was  rising  as  a  high  pressure 
area  moved  in. 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  weather  picture  changed  and  with  it  came  a 
dramatic  movement  of  hawks,  though  unfortunately  few  of  us  witnessed  it,  A  warm 
front  moved  in.  The  wind  moderated  and  shifted  to  the  south,  the  barometer  dropped, 
the  temperature  rose,  Monday  afternoon  I  saw  hawks  flying  over  my  home  at  Harris 
Hill  in  Clarence.  While  waiting  for  a  traffic  light  at  Genesee  and  Transit  Road 
Monday  afternoon  I  counted  six  hawks  flying  over. 

Walter  Klabunde  was  one  of  the  few  hawk  observers  in  the  field  on  Monday, 
and  at  U-Mile  Creek  State  Park  he  observed  £9  Broadwings  within  a  period  of  20  min¬ 
utes,  starting  at  8:1;5>  a.m.  The  wind  was  from  the  southwest  and  the  birds,  after 
reaching  the  lake,  were  heading  eastward. 

Mrs.  Elsie  Webb  reported  observing  on  Tuesday,  May  1,  an  estimated  250  to 
275  hawks  within  a  period  of  two  and  a  half  hours  along  the  Allegany  Road  area. 

She  says  90  per  cent  were  Broadwings  and  there  was  an  Osprey  and  Cooper's  Hawk. 

She  quotes  a  farmer  in  the  area  as  saying  he  never  saw  as  many  hawks  as  he  did  that 
day.  I  am  told  that  large  numbers  of  hawks  were  also  seen  that  day  in  the  Hamburg 
area. 

It  can  be  concluded,  therefore,  that  our  hawk  count  this  year  has 
demonstrated  the  conditions  that  are  not  favorable  for  a  hawk  flight. 

h325  Circle  Court,  billiamsvllle,  II. Y.  11|221 


NOTES 

Important  Notice l 

The  reader  is  referred  to  the  program  notice  for  July  on  the  following 
page.  The  box  supper  and  owl  prowl  at  Bigelow's  Sanctuary  in  Eden,  originally 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  July  7th,  has  been  changed  to  Sunday,  July  8th,  1973  to 
avoid  conflict  with  the  program  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  at  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Sanctuary  in  North  Java  scheduled  for  the  original  date. 
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Color  Marked  Gull  Project  in  Ontario 

A  study  of  the  movement  of  Ring-billed  and  Herring  Gulls  in  the  Toronto 
reS°j  a?-cently  been  initiated.  Both  adult  and  immature  gulls  are  being  color- 
mar  e  wl  leg  ribbons  and  plumage  dye  (orange).  If  you  should  see  a  gull  marked 
as  described,  please  send  a  report  of  your  sighting,  including  the  part  of  the 
1P  vr  f'na^orn^r  on  which  the  dye  was  located,  the  color  of  the  ribbon  (s)  and  leg 
on  w  ic  a  tached  and  the  species  of  gull  and  the  date  and  location  of  observation. 
Reports  should  be  sent  to: 

D.  Vaughn  (Chip)  Weselch 
bb  Balesberry  Crescent 
Weston,  Ontario 
Canada 


COMMENT  ON  THE  WINTERING  POPULATION  OF  EVENING  GROSBEAKS  IN  EAST  AURORA,  NEW  YORK. 

Based  on  bird-banding  operations  which  I  conducted  in  my  backyard  during 
the  first  four  months  of  1973  I  feel  it  is  noteworthy  to  mention  the  large  number 
of  Evening  Grosbeaks  banded. 

Banding  only  on  suitable  week-ends  (generally  when  there  is  no  precipita¬ 
tion  and  light  winds)  and  not  including  any  days  in  January,  I  mist-netted  and 
trapped  and  banded  320  Evening  Grosbeaks.  By  month  this  number  breaks  down  into 
7  in  February,  72  in  March  and  2kl  in  April. 

An  interesting  additional  fact  is  that  only  three  of  those  grosbeaks 
banded  were  ever  taken  again  and  none  were  taken  more  than  twice l 

Considering  that  these  birds  are  regular  (daily)  visitors  at  my  feeding 
station  and  considering  the  large  number  banded,  the  extremely  low  number  of 
"repeats"  is  an  indication,  in  my  opinion,  of  a  huge  flock  of  Evening  Grosbeaks 
either  wintering  or  moving  through  the  East  Aurora,  New  York,  area  during  February, 
March  and  April  of  1973. 


Allen  E.  Valentine 
75  Brooklea  Drive 
East  Aurora,  New  York 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


July  8th  Birding  at  Timber  Trails  (Bigelow* s  Sanctuary).  Meet  at  ii:00  p.m. 
Bring  box  supper  and  a  folding  table  and  chairs,  if  possible. 

After  eating  at  approximately  6:30  p.m.,  some  may  wish  to  stay 
for  Owl  Prowl.  NOTE:  This  event  has  been  re-scheduled  from  July  7th 
as  reported  in  The  Prothonotary,  April,  1973  issue. 
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Directions  for  reaching  Timber  Trails:  Take  N.Y.  Route  62  out  of  the 
Village  of  Hamburg  and  proceed  southwest  to  Eden.  Pass  traffic  signal 
in  Village  of  Eden  and  turn  left  on  Sandrock  Road.  Proceed  down 
Sandrock  Road  to  Larkin  Road.  Turn  left  on  Larkin  Road  and  Bigelow’s 
mailbox  is  the  first  one  on  the  left. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Robert  M.  Wagner,  U325  Circle  Court, 
Williamsville ,  New  York  11*221. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 


BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  ‘West  Seneca,  New  York  II4.22I4. 

Available  at  $.2£  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

$3.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  1U217 
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THE  MONTH 


May  was  a  dreary  month  which,  I  am  sure,  caused  even  the  most  optimistic 
among  us  to  despair  that  summer  would  ever  come.  Officially,  there  was  only  32% 
of  possible  sunshine  recorded;  there  was  measurable  precipitation  ( .01  of  an  inch 
or  more)  on  twenty-three  days,  the  most  since  the  Buffalo  Weather  Bureau  has  been 
keeping  records,  traces  of  rain  on  four  other  days  and  only  four  days  entirely 
free  of  precipitation.  Rainfall  was  appreciably  heavier  to  the  south  in  Cattaraugus 
County  where  5»l8  inches  were  recorded,  1.6  inches  above  normal.  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  was  56. 5°*  a  departure  of  -0.3°  from  the  norm.  (Meteoro¬ 
logical  data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

In  spite  of  the  demoralizing  weather  conditions,  the  bird  migration  was 
not  disappointing  for  those  who  were  afield.  Perhaps  most  noteworthy  was  the  num¬ 
ber  of  rare  or  unusual  wading  birds  reported.  Little  Blue  Herons  were  seen  at  the 
Tonawanda  Game  Management  Area  and  the  Burgeson  Sanctuary  at  Frewsburg  in  Chautau¬ 
qua  County.  No  less  than  nine  Cattle  Egrets  were  seen  by  John  Morse  in  a  pasture 
near  Medina  on  the  3rd.  Three  other  birds  of  this  species  were  seen  two  days  later 
at  the  Allegheny  Reservoir,  and  Glossy  Ibis  were  observed  in  Corfu  and  Clarence, 
also  on  the  5th.  The  high  water  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  effectively  inundated 
the  feeding  and  resting  grounds  for  shorebirds  and  few  were  reported  for  the  second 
consecutive  year  from  the  usually  productive  north  shore  in  Ontario.  The  refuges 
to  the  east  of  Buffalo  in  Genesee  and  Orleans  Counties,  with  their  pools  and  ex¬ 
pansive  mudflats,  have  become  the  favorite  observing  places  for  the  Charadriiform 
migrants  in  this  area. 

The  Burgeson  Sanctuary  was  also  the  scene  of  two  exciting  captures  of 
passerine  migrants  in  banding  operations  conducted  there  -  White-eyed  Vireo  and 
Kentucky  Warbler,  both  clearly  photographed  before  release.  This  sanctuary,  better 
known  to  older  birders  in  the  area  as  the  Riverside  Marsh,  is  located  in  the 
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Conewango  •'  Creek  watershed  sou^h  Frewsburg  and  maintained  by  the 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society*  is  a  delightful  area  of  mixed  habitat  including 
woods,  fields,  swamps  and,  more  recently,  ponds*  Many  records  of  rarer  species 
in  this  portion  of  the  B.O*S*  study  area  have  come  from  this  location  and  it  is 
well  worth  a  detour  for  birders  passing  through  Chautauqua  County. 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


-  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

( f )  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 

l\I  f^T.T  Vr\v»lr  T  X  _ I _ -  It  /  T\  r\  r-t  t  t  i  _  1  V  _  _  -i  •  it 


permanent  files  of  the  B.O. 

S. 

Homed  Grebe 

May 

25L 

1 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

it 

6L 

1 

* Little  Blue  Heron 

It 

12  F 

1 

II 

Hi 

1 

-^Cattle  Egret 

It 

3F 

9 

It 

5 

3 

It 

19 

3 

Common  Egret 

It 

2 

1 

It 

11 

1 

It 

13 

1 

-*Least  Bittern 

It 

5F 

1 

It 

18 

'  1 

It 

20 

1 

It 

22 

1 

It 

26 

1 

*G lossy  Ibis 

It 

5F 

1 

It 

5 - 

7 

Canada  Goose 

It 

1 

2‘5,000 

It 

2 

8,000 

Blue  Goose 

It 

UL 

1 

Pintail 

It 

28 

3 

American  Widgeon 

It 

29 

2 

Canvasback 

It 

29L 

1 

Thunder  Bay,  Ont.  Kikta 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont*  Valentine, et  al* 

Tonawanda  WMA  Rebovich,  et  al* 

Burgeson  Sane*, Frewsburg  Sundell,Elderkin 

et  al* 

Medina 

3  Allegheny  Reservoir 
Tonawanda  WMA 
U-Mile  Creek  State  Pk* 

Bird sail  Twp* 

Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  St .Marsh, Buffalo 
Iroquois  NWR 
Tifft  St .Marsh, Buffalo 
Tifft  St .Marsh, Buffalo  Schaffner,A.R. 

Clark 

McKales 
Lawrences 
Ben  ham 
Morse 

Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

Iroquois  NWR  McKales 

Kikta 


Morse 

Eld  erkins , Sund  ell/ 

Rebovich 

Klabundes 

Clark,  Thill 

Morse 

Mitchell 

Morse 

Valentine 


Wilson 
Corfu 
Clarence 
Iroquois  NWR 


Times  Beach 
Buffalo  Harbor 


Kikta 
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Bufflehead 
Common  Scoter 
Goshawk 


Sharp- sh.  Hawk 


Cooper's  Hawk 


Red- should .Hawk 
Broad-winged  Hawk 


Rough- leg. Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 
Osprey 


Virginia  Rail 


Sora 

^Common  Gallinule 


American  Coot 
*  Semipalm.  Plover 

Common  Snipe 


May 

u 


28L 
10  L 

ii  22,  27 

29 

30 

6 


n 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

n 

it 

tt 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

ii 

it 

it 

it 

it 

tt 

it 

it 

tt 

it 

it 

it 


7 

2 

9 

25 

7 

1 

1 

2 

6 

6 

7 

7 

10 

15 

7L 

7 

1 

2 

2 

3-31 


5 

9,10 

2 

3,7 

5 

6 

19 

2F 

2F 

5 

29 

16F 

17 

29 


1  Tonawanda  WMA  McKales 

1  Athol  Springs  Bourne 

1  (nest  2Y)Almond  Twp.  Burtons, et  al. 

1  ( nesting) Birdsall  Twp.  Burtons, et  al. 

1  (nest. probably  Y)AlmondTjpBurtons,et  al. 

30  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover  Tkp  Schaffner,A.R 

Clark 

35  Allegany  Rd.^Ianover  Twp.  Schaffner,A.R. 

Clark 

3  h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk. 

1  Iroquois  NWR 
1  Spring  Brook 
1  Hamburg  Twp . 

8  h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk. 

135  Hamburg  Twp. 

7  Eggertsville 
59  h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk. 

189  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover  Twp.  Schaffner,  A.R. 

Clark 

110  h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk.  Klabundes 
lil2  h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk.  Klabundes 
3h  Allegany  Rd., Hanover  Twp. Sc haffher,  A.R. 

Clark 

Alma 
Lewiston 

h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk. 
h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk. 


Klabundes 

Morse 

Danner 

Bourne 

Klabundes, et  al. 
Bourne 
McKales 
Klabundes 


1 

1 

1 

1 

\ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Allegheny3* 


Burtons 

Klabundes 

Klabundes 

Klabundes 

Danner 

Elderkin 

Meddaugh 

01sen,Morse 


ceservoir 
Oak  Orchard  LIMA 
Iroquois  NWR 

Burgeson  Sanct.,  Frewsburg  Elderkin, 

’  '  ‘  '  Pillsbury 

Tifft  St.Marsh,Buffalo  Klabundes 

1.1  Scio,  Amity  Burtons 

1  Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

2.1  Burgeson  Sanct  Frewsburg  Elderkin,  Pillsbury, 
3  Tifft  St.Marsh, Buffalo  Mitchell, Klabundes 
1  Clarence, Tillman  Rd.  McKales 

1  Tuscarora  Indian  Res.  Klabundes 
1  Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

1  h-Mile  Creek  State  Pk.  Klabundes 

5  Tifft  St.Marsh, Buffalo  Mitchell,Klabundes 

2  Tifft  St.Marsh, Buffalo  Kikta 

h  Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

15  Iroquois  NWR  Olsen 

3  Young  (just  able  to  fly) 

BOSWR,Grand  Island  Klabundes 
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*Whimbrel 
Solitary  Sandpiper 
*Willet 
*Knot 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 
*W.-rump.  Sandpiper 
*Least  Sandpiper 


^Dunlin 


*Short-b.  Dowitcher 

* Semipalm*  Sandpiper 

-*Sanderling 
Gr.  Black-b.Gull 
* Black  Tern 

•ttlellow-b.  Cuckoo 
-*Black-b.  Cuckoo 


Barred  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 

*Whip-poor-will 
■^Common  Nighthawk 
*R.-thr.  Hummingbird 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

^Eastern  Kingbird 
*Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 
*Xellow-b.  Flycatcher 


*Traill* s  Flycatcher 


May 

22 

99  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Benham 

u 

27  L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

u 

25 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

27 

1,1  Erie  Beach,Windmill  Pt. 

Klabundes,et  al. 

n 

Hi 

li  North  Collins  ’  /Ont. 

Bourne 

it 

26F 

3  Wilson 

McKales 

it 

8F 

5  Langford 

Bourne 

it 

Hi 

7  Langford 

Bourne 

it 

liiF 

30  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

17 

1|0  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse,  Olsen 

n 

17 

65  Cayuga  Pool  Iroquois 

Webs ter, Wend lings 

%R 

Karlak 

it 

17  F 

b  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen  Karlak 

n 

17  F 

55  Iroquois  NWR 

Webs ter.  Wend lings/ 

it 

8F 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

it 

Hi 

35  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

29F 

1  Times  Beach 

Kikta 

it 

6 

1  Canadian  Shore  l.  Erie 

Valentine, et  al. 

it 

IF 

1  Burge son  Sanct.Frewsburg 

Eld  erkin , Pillsbury 

it 

2 

1  Bay  View 

Bourne 

it 

26 

1  Wilson 

McKales 

n 

15F 

1  East  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

19 

1  Elma 

Kikta 

it 

19 

2  Tuscarora  Indian  Res# 

Klabundes 

it 

20 

1  Alfred 

Klingen  smith 

it 

6 

2  Clarence 

McKales 

it 

Hi 

2  (and  N.  LtX) Clarence 

Benham 

it 

18,19 

5,3  (2  adults  3, IX) Clarence 

McKales 

it 

7F 

1  North  Clymer 

Sundell 

it 

26 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

12F 

2  Frewsburg 

Eld erkin 

it 

21 

1  Eggeijtsville 

McKales 

it 

15F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

18 

1  Jamestown 

Eld erkin 

it 

6 

1  Burgeson,  Sanct.Frewsburg 

Sundell 

it 

15 

1  Batavia 

Buckland 

n 

25 

1  Lakeside  (^rjietery,  Hamburg  Bourne 

it 

2  F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

7 

1  Burgeson  Sanct.Frewsburg  Elderkin,Pillsbury 

it 

IF 

1  Spring 

Danner 

n 

5 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

26F 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo 

Valentine 

it 

27 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo 

Valentine, Patterson 

it 

27 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

it 

29 

1  Lakeside  Cemetery, Hamburg  Bourne 

n 

6F 

1  Clarence 

McKales 

it 

20 

1  Clarence 

McKales 
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* Least  Flycatcher 
*E.  Wood  Pewee 


May 

u 


*01ive-s.  Flycatcher 

Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
Winter  Wren 
Carolina  Wren 


2F 

7F 
10 

"  16F, 17  ‘ 
28 
1-31 
1-28 
27L 
19 
10 
22 


#Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

n 

5F 

*Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

it 

-  13 

ii 

29F 

Mockingbird 

it 

.  30 

•^Catbird 

tt 

Uf 

ti 

UF 

Wood  Thrush 

it 

1 

*Swainson* s  Thrush 

it 

2F 

it 

6,7 

■*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

••  it , 

30 

ti 

19  F 

it 

27 

it 

30 

*Veer y 

n 

% 

2.F 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

it 

3 

it 

3 

tt 

7 

it 

7 

1 

it 

12 

it 

13 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

15 

tt 

28 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

27L 

Water  Pipit 

U 

6 

13,20 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

it 

8,11 

n 

30 

•^White-eyed  Vireo 

11F, 

12,13 

May , 

23 

*Iellow-thr.  Vireo 

it 

2F 

it 

9 

Solitary  Vireo 

it 

3 

• ,  ?  . 

tt 

3 

* Red-eyed  Vireo 

n 

19  F 

•  j .  •  - 

it 

19  F 

1  Beaver  Meadow,  Java  Kikta 

1  Delaware  Park, Buffalo  Wend lings, et  al. 

1  Eggertsville  McKales 

1  Lakeside  Cemetery, Hamburg  Bourne 
1  West  Seneca  Kikta 

1  Onoville  Sundell,Kibler 

1-2  Spring  grook.  ( f)  Danner 

1-8  Widely  reported  by  numerous,  observers 
1  Snyder  DeKleine 

1  Clymer  Pillsbury,et  al. 

1  Springbrook  Danner 

1,1  Point  Abino,Rockhouse  Pt 

Ont. 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo 
1  <f0.na wanda-  IMA  ! 

;•  1  Hamburg  (Water  Valley) 

1  Iroquois  NWR. 

1  Elm  a 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

2  Spring  jjrook 
1  U-Mile  Creek  State  Park 

1,1  Hamburg  Twp. 

120  Over  Jamestown  at  night 

1  Spring^_*ook 

2  Tifft  St. Marsh, Buffalo 
17  Over  Jamestown  at  'night 


Benham 

Mitchell 

Klabundes 

Bourne 

Mprse, Qlsen 

Kikta 

Olsen 

Danner 

Klabundes 

Bourne 

Sundell 

Danner 

Valentine, Patterson 

Sundell 

McKales 


1  Eggertsville 
1  Burgeson  Sanct.^rewsburg  Elderkin,Pillsbury 
1  Burgeson  Sanct.,FrewsburgElderkin,Pillsbury 
1  Iroquois  NWR  Olsen 

1  U-Mile  Creek.  State  Park  Klabundes 
1  Alfred  Klingensmith 

h  Elma  '  Kikta 

1  Lewiston  Klabundes 

2  Iroquois  NWR(  SwallowHollow)  McKales 

2  Tifft  St. Marsh,  Buffalo  Valentine, Patterson 
60  Allegany  Rd.., Hanover  Twp. Schaff!ner,A.R. Clark 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


Elma  -  Kikta 

Falconer  (  r  Sundell 

Eden  Valley  Bourne 

Burgeson  Sanct.Frewsburg  Elderkin, Sundell, 


Onoville 

Beaver  Meadow, Java 
Spring hro ok 
Hambui^  Twp. 

South  Park 

Spring  grook 

Tu scar ora  Indian  Res. 


Bundeldsons  et  al. 

Kikta 

Danner 

Bourne 

Kikta 

Danner 

Klabundes 


l  , 


f 
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^Philadelphia  Vireo 
*Warbling  Vireo 

*Prothonotary  Warbler 
*Golden-w.  Warbler 
*Blue-w.  Warbler 

■^Brewster’s  Warbler 
-^Tennessee  Warbler  - 

*Orange-cr.  Warbler 
■^Nashville  Warbler 

*Parula  Warbler 

^Magnolia  Warbler 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

*Bl.-thr.  Bl.Warbler 

Myrtle  Warbler 

-^Cerulean  Warbler 


-^■Blackburnian  Warbler 
-*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 
*Bay-br.  Warbler 


-*Blackpoll  Warbler 
^Prairie  Warbler 

Palm  Warbler 
Ovenbird 

*Nor.  Waterthrush 

*La.  Waterthrush 
^Kentucky  Warbler 


May 

it 


29 
IF 
1F,2 
;  2 
9F 
13 

12  F 

13 
3F 
3F 

5 

2  IF 
15F 
15F 
16 
15F 
3F 

5 

12  F 

Ik 

10  F 

Hi 

2F 
9 

3F 
9 

26 
281 
13F 

1U,. 

27 

27 
8F 

10 
3F 
‘9  . 

12  F 

13 

28 
15F 
23F 

23,2652F 

26L 


u 


6F 
+  5F 
15 

11F 
"  11F,12 


1  Lakeside  Cemetery, Hamburg  Bourne 
1  Spring  rook  Danner 

1,1  Athol  Springs  Bourne 

1  Buffalo  Kikta 

1  Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

1  Iroquois  NWR  Klabundes 

1  AlleghenyfReservoir  area  Elderkin,Pillsbury 
1  Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

1  Burgeson  Sanct., FrewsburgEld erkin, Pillsbury 
1  Belmont  Burtons 

1  Deer  Lick  Sanct.Gowanda  Klabundes 
1  Tonawanda  Indian  Res.  Benham 
1  Sprin^g’rook  Danner 

1  Burgeson  Sanct. ,Frewsburg  Elderkin,Pillsbur> 
1  Hamburg  Bourne 

1  Burgeson  Sanct.,  Frewsburg  Eld erkin, Richard sc 
1  Belmont  Burtons 

1  Deer  Lick  Sanct., Gowanda  Klabundes 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Frewsburg 
Hamburg  Twp. 

BOSWR,  Grand  Island 
Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo 
Beaver  Meadow 
Lewiston 


Sundell,et  al, 

Bourne 

Klabundes 

Valentine 

Kikta 

Klabundes 


Burgeson  Sanct., Frewsburg  Eld erkin, Pill sbury 


Lewiston 
6  Lyndonville- 
6  Wilson 

3  Onoville  * 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

1  Hamburg  (Water  Valley) 

2  Clarence  Twp. 

Lewiston 
Alma 


1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 


Klabundes 

Mitchell, Smith 

McKales, Klabundes 

Sundell,  et  al. 

Olsen 

Bourne 

Wagner 

Klabundes 

Burtons 


Burgeson  Sanct., Frewsburg  Elderkin,Pillsbury 


Lewiston 
Springq^ook 
Iroquois  NWR 
29  Lyndonville 
1  Spring}  rook 
1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo 
1-.  Frewsburg 
1  Wilson 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

2  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo 
1  East  Eden 


Klabundes 
Danner 
Klabundes 
Mite he 11, Smith 
Danner 

Sc haffner,A.R. Clark 

Sundeils,Kibler 

McKales 

Morse 

Mitchell 

Bourne 

Bourne 


1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
1  Burgeson  Sanct. , Frewsburg  Sundell, Eld erkin, 

Richardson,  et  al. 
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^Mourning  Warbler 

May 

11F 

it 

17 

#Yellowthroat 

tt 

5F 

it 

6 

*Yellow-br.  Chat 

it 

22 

Hooded  Warbler 

n 

19 

• 

n 

28 

*Wilson‘s  Warbler 

it 

12  F 

*Canada  Warbler 

it 

15 

n 

10F 

ii 

10  F 

it 

11 

*Amer.  Redstart 

it 

9F 

it 

9F 

ii 

9F 

^Bobolink 

n 

6F 

j,  - 

it 

7 

*W.  Meadowlark 

it 

W 

it 

10 

Baltimore  Oriole 

it 

2 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

it 

7 

*  Indigo  Bunting 

u 

7 

ti 

19  F 

Evening  Grosbeak v 

it 

23L 

House  Finch 

ii 

1-31 

I in  ;,Siskin 

it 

ti 

2,3 

9 

it 

10 

ii 

12 

‘  '  • 

it 

13 

it 

2UL 

Red  Crossbill 

it 

2-27 

*  .  t 

it 

U-20 

it 

5 

ii 

7 

i  *■ 

it 

18 

ti 

22 

it 

26 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

23,26,28 

■*Henslow's  Sparrow 

May 

8F 

it 

28 

White-cr. Sparrow 

it 

2F,3 

•*v 

it 

3 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

tt 

.  2.81, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

2 

1 

2 


Icnawsnda  GHA 
Iroquois  NWR 


1  Burges on  San ct., Frewsburg 
1  Tonawanda  Indian  Res. 

1  Deer  Lick  Sanct.,Gowanda 
1  Clarence  Center 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Bark 

2  Tifft  St .Marsh, Buffalo 

1  West  Seneca 

1  Burgeson  Sanct.,Frewsburg 

1  Youngstown 
1  Willing 
1.  SprinT>  'rook 

Burge  n  Sane  t . ,  Fr ewsb  urg 
Iroquois  MR 
Eggertsville 
SpringV.rook 
Canadian  Shore  L.Erie 
Iroquois  NWR 
1  Athol  Springs 
1 
1 

Burgeson  Sane t.,Frewsb urg 
Spring^rook 
Lewiston 
Iroquois  NWR 
several  Eggertsville 
1,3  Belmont 
18  Alfred 
1  Bay  View 
6  Lake  View 
U  Batavia 
1  Jamestown 
3-20  Alfred 
1-lU  Jamestown 
1  Belmont 

1  East  Eden 

2  Hamburg 
11  Jamestown 

2  Wilson 

.2  Frewsburg 
1  North  Collins 

3  Frewsburg 
2,U  Belmont 

1  Burgeson  San ct., Frewsburg 

2  Lyndonville 


Elderkin,  et  al. 

Webster ,Wend lings , 

Karlak 

Klabundes 

Morales 

Bourne 

Schaffher,A.R. 
Clark, Valentine 
Kikta 

Elderkin,  Richard¬ 
son,  et  al. 
Klabundes 
Burtons 
Danner 

E  Id  erkin  ,  Ric  ha  rd  2  oi 

Olsen 

McKales 

Danner 

Valentine, et  al. 

Olsen 

Bourne 

Benham 

Morse 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 

Danner 

Klabundes 

Smith 

Ward 

Burtons 

Klingensmith 

Bourne 

Bourne 

Buckland 

Sundell 

Klingensmith 

Beal 

Burtons,  Jordan 

Bourne 

Bourne 

Sundell 

McKales 

Sundell, Kibler 

Bourne 

Sundell, Kibler 
Burtons 

Elderkin, Pillsbury 
Mitchell,  Smith 
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Lincoln’s  Sparrow 


May  UF 

15 

"  19 

"  26,28L 


1  Chestnut' Ridge  Park  Bourne  ; 

1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo  A.R.Clark,Schaffner 
1  Tifft  St.  Marsh, Buffalo  Valentine,A.R.Clark, 

Schaffner 

1,1  Wilson,  Youngstown  McKales 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 


175 

76 


Total  251 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
MAY  BIRD  COUNT 

compiled  by  Walter  Klabunde 

On  May  20th,  despite  the  cold  and  rain,  over  2lj.5  members  and  friends  of 
B.O.S.  spent  the  day  logging  over  77*00 0  individuals  of  196  species.  All  sections 
except  #1  were  covered.  The  highlights  of  the  day’s  records  included  a  Dickcissel, 
the  first  in  the  May  Counts,  and  a  Lawrence’s  Warbler  for  the  second  time.  Another 
unusual  sighting  was  breeding  Redheads  with  9  young  at  Mud  Lake. 

Unfortunately  several  observers  failed  to  include  verification  write-ups 
for  12  species,  most  of  which  would  have  been  readily  acceptable  had  they  been 
written  up.  The  unusual  records  of  some  winter  finches,  e.g..  Evening  Grosbeaks, 
Pine  Siskins  and  Red  Crossbills,  would  have  been  more  meaningful  if  the  observa¬ 
tions  on  Pine  Grosbeaks,  Common  Redpolls,  Tree  Sparrows  and  Fox  Sparrows  could 
have  been  included  but  for  lack  of  write-ups. 

All  species  of  flycatchers  and  vireos  were  below  their  norm  of  the  past 
ten  counts;  Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  was  missing  for  the  first  time.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Cape  May  Warbler  all  other  warblers  were  below  the  median  of  the  past 
decade.  Figures  for  four  warblers  represented  a  low  for  that  period,  namely, 
Black-&-w,  Orange-cr.  (missing),  Palm  and  Yellow-br.  Chatv 

In  the  following  table  under  Remarks  the  significant  variation  from  the 
median  figure  for  the  past  ten  counts  is  indicated  by  (+)  for  above  and  (-)  for 
below  normal;  high  and  low  indicate  just  that  for  the  10  years  1963  -  1973  (no 
count  in  196U);  numbers  indicate  sections  where  species  were  observed  in  1  or  2 
areas. 


Species 

Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-b.  Grebe 
Gr.Blue  Heron 


Number  Remarks 
21 

5  (7,25) 
20 
-165 


Species 

Canvasback 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Common  Goldeneye 


Number  Remarks 

2  (XX) 

6  (  2) 

9  (27) 

IS  (7,8) 
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Species 

Number 

Remarks 

Species 

Number 

Remarks 

Green  Heron 

90 

, 

Bufflehead 

Ik 

Bl.-cr. Night  Heron 

1 

(n) 

Old squaw 

3 

(2,6) 

Least  Bittern 

1 

(n) 

White-w. Scoter 

1 

(U) 

Amer.  Bittern 

15 

Ruddy  Duck 

9  high  (3*6) 

Canada  Goose 

137 

Hooded  Merganser 

8 

Mallard 

320 

Common  Merganser 

10 

Black  Duck 

30 

Red-br.  Merganser 

23 

Gadwall 

5 

(10) 

Turkey  Vulture 

12 

low 

Pintail 

8. 

(10,13) 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

5 

+ 

Green-w.  Teal 

12 

Cooper's  Hawk 

8 

Blue-w.  Teal 

109 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

102 

American  Widgeon 

7 

(7,8) 

Red-should.  Hawk 

20 

.  ■'  ’ 

Shove ler 

11 

(10) 

Broad -wing.  Hawk 

11 

Wood  Duck 

79 

Marsh  Hawk 

11 

Redhead 

11 

high  (8) 

Osprey 

2 

-  (7,26) 

Sparrow  Hawk 

58 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

UU8 

- 

Ruffed  Grouse 

18 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

19 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

262 

high 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

15 

high 

Turkey 

7 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

56 

Virginia  Rail 

6 

high 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

9 

low 

Sora 

7 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

132 

Co  muon  Gallinule 

23 

Downy  Woodpecker 

261 

American  Coot 

6 

low 

-  Eastern  Kingbird 

23l* 

- 

Semipalm.  Plover 

8 

Gr. Crest. Flycatcher 

102 

- 

Killdeer 

553 

Eastern  Phoebe 

225 

* Black-bell.  Plover 

3 

Traill's  Flycatcher 

8 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

76 

Least  Flycatcher 

157 

Amer.  Woodcock 

37 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

17 

- 

Common  Snipe 

3U 

+ 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

2 

(19) 

Whimbrel 

3U 

+ 

Horned  Lark 

153 

Upland  Plover 

11 

- 

Tree  Swallow 

ll*5l 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

210 

Bank  Swallow 

527 

low 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

31 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

261 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

7 

Barn  Swallow 

1935 

Lesser  lellowlegs 

8 

Cliff  Swallow 

155 

+ 

Knot 

1 

(13) 

Purple  Martin 

806 

- 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

13 

Blue  Jay 

999 

Least  Sandpiper 

26 

Common  Crow 

1063 

Dunlin 

22 

- 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

716 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

8 

Tufted  Titmouse 

18 

Semi-palm. . Sandpiper 

6 

-  (22) 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

.  193 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

(7,8) 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

18 

+ 

Herring  Gull 

308 

v  .  • 

Brown  Creeper 

19 

Ring-b.  Gull 

571*5 

+ 

House  Wren  .  : 

391* 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

3h 

. 

Winter  Wren 

2 

(8,13) 

Common  Tern 

356 

- 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

high 

Black  Tern  • 

30 

- 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

‘  15 

*  Indicates  new  for  1973  •• 
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Species 

Number 

Remarks 

Species 

Number 

Remarks 

Rock  Dove 

837 

+ 

Mockingbird 

6 

(2,3) 

Mourning  Dove 

1315 

high 

'  Catbird 

621 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

U 

•  :'y  - 

Brown  Thrasher 

152 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

13 

•>.  Robin 

5730 

Screech  Owl 

3 

(23,28)  i 

Wood  Thrush 

3  9k 

Great  Horned  Owl 

10 

Hermit  Thrush 

12 

Barred  Owl 

13 

•  - . 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

50 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

(10) 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

mm 

low 

Common  Night hawk 

6 

Veer  y 

133 

Chimney  Swift 

603 

Eastern  Bluebird 

80 

— 

Rub  y- 1 .  Hummin  gb  ird 

Ul 

-  ' 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

12 

Belted  Kingfisher 

117 

r  . ' 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

8 

(5,27) 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

32 

;  •  * 

Hooded  Warbler 

U 

Water  Pipit 

Ul 

high 

Wilson's  Warbler 

hr 

— 

Cedar  Waxwing 

99 

■;  vy. 

Canada  Warbler 

33 

Starling 

78U5 

r 

Amer.  Redstart 

160 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

12 

House  Sparrow 

3U80 

Solitary  Vireo 

,  10 

Bobolink 

1118 

+ 

Red- eyed  Vireo 

108 

mm 

E.  Meadowlark 

690 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

3 

- 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

9655 

•  ; 

Warbling  Vireo 

80 

^Orchard  Oriole 

6 

+ 

Bl.-  &  w.  Warbler 

9 

low 

Baltimore  Oriole 

755 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

2 

(5,16) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

26 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

1U 

•  Common  Grackle 

7839 

wBlue-w.  Warbler 

U6 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

1819 

*  Lawrence 1 s  Warbler 

1 

high  (22) 

Scarlet  Tanager 

85- 

Tennessee  Warbler 

29 

• 

Cardinal  -  V 

629 

+ 

Nashville  Warbler 

50 

'l  ■  .  r  * 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

380 

> 

Parula  Warbler 

l 

(23)-  - 

Indigo  Bunting 

68 

Yellow  Warbler 

1231 

•^•Dickcissel 

1 

high  (26) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

90 

Evening  Grosbeak 

mo 

.  + 

Cape  May  Warbler 

50 

+ 

Purple  Finch 

196 

+ 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

36 

Pine  Siskin 

229 

+ 

Myrtle  Warbler 

233 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

3638 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

93 

Red  Crossbill 

112 

high 

Cerulean  Warbler 

7 

Ruf ous-s • ; Towhee 

338 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

78 

Savannah  Sparrow 

356 

.5 .....  , 

Cnestnut-s.  Warbler 

128 

- 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

5 

low 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

13 

- 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

6 

low 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

*  3 

- 

Vesper  Sparrow 

50 

low 

Palm  Warbler 

2  • 

low 

Slate-col.  Junco 

,  112 

Ovenbird 

mo 

- 

Chipping  Sparrow 

8lU . 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

18 

Field  Sparrow 

322 

La.  Waterthrush 

7 

- 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

359 

Mourning  Warbler 

13 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

151 

•  . 

Yellowthroat 

U75 

•  '  £  A  .. 

Lincoln's-  Sparrow 

u 

(3,23) 

t  *  :  ' 

Swamp  Sparrow 

131 

7TJW 

196 
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Sections  of  B,0,S.  Study  Area  and  Observers. 

Names  of  Compilers  are  underlined. 

SECTIONS  OBSERVERS 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont.  Not  covered 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  F.  Folemsbee 

3.  Mils  on,  N.Y.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  Klabunde,  P.  Beiley  and  W.  Mallam. 

ii.  Middleport,  N.Y.  ,  G.  Rising 

$•  Oak. Orchard,  N.Y.  G.  Seamans.  D.  Basinski  and  Charlotte,  George  and 

Marion  Smith. 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.  J.  Braunberns,  Mary  Louise  &  Marjorie  Emerson  and 

:  ,  E.  Williams. 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont.  W.  C.  Vaughan,  et  al.  and  C.  Mrozek. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  .  H.  D,  Mitchell.  Mrs.  J.  Cole,  R.  Gardiner,,  W.  Goodman, 

S.  King,  B.  Lewandowski,  Mrs.  H.  Schsfer, 
.  Dr.  R.  Scmmerville  and  D.  Wilcove. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.  Dr.  A.  Reckhow.  Mrs.  C.  Millard,  D.  Reckhow  and  J. Thill. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.  .  .  Mrs.  A.  .Ulrich.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  McKale  and  R.M.  Wagner. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  R.  Byron  and  P.  Reczek,  G.  Brown,  Mrs.  M.  Burnett, 

Mr.  8c  Mrs.  Karkau,  J.  King,  Mrs.  Van- 
No  strand  and  A.  Valentine, 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.  M.  &  M.  Wendling,  Miss  I.  Bill,  Mrs.  D.  Danner,  R. Franz, 

Miss  N.  Karlak,  Miss  G.  Newton,  Miss  G. 

,  Webster  and  C.  Wolfling. 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y.  Mrs.  K.  Pixie y,  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  R.  Annabal,  G.  Buckland, 

,  !  R.  Colantorrio,  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  H.  Dodge, 

Mr.  8c  Mrs.  R.  Hull,  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  M.  Mason, 
G.  Mahoney,  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  R.  Pixie y  and 
-  D.  Thurau. 

1U.  Hamburg,  N.Y.  Mrs.  R.W.  Rochester,  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  J.  Bacon,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

,  >  , ,  •  T.L.  Bourne,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  Bigelow, 

Mrs.  J.  Creighton,  Mrs.  M.  Firey, 

..  Mrs.  J.  Hunley,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard, 

Mr.  8c  Mrs.  C.  Mauser,  Mrs.  V/.  Pruss 

.  .  _  „  and  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  J.  Webb. 

15.  Java,  N.Y.  . ,  C.  W.  Swonger. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y.  .  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  C.  Rote,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  Peterson  and  Mr.  & 

Mrs.  R.  Stevenson. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.  Mr.  8c  l^rg.,:'  D.  Bigelow 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y.  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  T.  Bourne,  and  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  D.  F.  Clark. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y.  ,  J&rs.  K.- Palmer,  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  D.  Gowdy,  Miss  A.  Mills, 

;  ...  .  '  A.  Mullen,  Mrs.  D.  Richardson,  Mrs. 

E.H.  Smith,  Mrs.  E.  Smith,  L.  Smith, 
r  I;--.?  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  Tuckerand,  L.  Wilson. 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  Miss  F.  M,  Rew,  Miss  L.  Buck  and  Dr.  &  Mrs.  W.  Stanley. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.  D.  Carlson,  H.  Andree,  C.  Beal,  G.  and  0.  Carlson, 

N.  Funicello,  A.  Hiller,  L.  Kibler, 
and  S.  Maggio. 
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22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.I. 


2U.  Allegany  St.  Pk. 
23.  Allegany,  N.Y. 
26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 


27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 


28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


D.  Carlson,  Miss  F.  Elderkin,  Miss  E.  Pillsbury, 

0.  Swanson  and  N.  Bates. 

D.  Carlson,  J.  and  R.  Bohall,  V.  Brown,  G.  Caswell, 

A.  Hiller,  L.  Kibler,  S.  Maggio,  A. 
Richardson  and  R.  and  R.  Sundell. 

Mr.  A  ivirs.  A.  Putman,  et  al. 

Dr.  S.  W.  Eaton.  '  .  '  1 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  l.  “Burton,  Mrs.  K.  Brown,  Mrs.  L.  Champlin, 
J.  Chernie,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Compton,  Mrs.  A. 

■*"  Driscoll,  Mrs.  H.  Goldthwait,  Miss  M. 
Guilford,  Mrs.  V.  Hillgas,  Mr.&  Mrs.  R. 

.  Keople,  Mrs.  F.  Resch,  Mr.  &  Mrs *H. Sanborn, 
Mrs.  D.  Shelton,  Mrs.  B.  Smith,  0.  Smith, 
Mrs.  B.  Taylor,  Mrs.  M.  Truesdell,  Mrs.  R. 
Ungerman,  A.  Voorhies  and .Mrs.  N.  Wilson. 
Mrs.  L.  Burtpn.  Mrs.  A.  Ayres,  Mrs.  D.  Bennett,  Mr.  & 

Mrs.  C.  Carrier,  Mrs.  A.  Case,  Mrs.S. Childs, 
Mrs.  A.  Groff,  Mrs.  L.  Gross,  Mrs.  F.  Hunt, 
Mrs.  L.  Ingram,  N.  Ives,  Mr.&Mrs.R.  Keople, 
Mrs.  M.  Marshall,  J.  McLaughlin,  Mrs.  N. 
'McMindes,  Mrs.  H.  Nichols,  Mrs.  J.  Pettit, 

S;  Smith  and  Mrs.  R.  Swartz. 

Misses  E.  Brooks,  E.  Larson  and  V.  Pitzrick,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

F.  Allen,  Miss  J.  Babcock,  Miss  D.  Bayles, 
Mr.  &  Mrs  if  Burton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  Brown, 
Doris  Burdick,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0.  Burdick,  Minnie 
Clark,  Dale,  Evelyn  and  Cla,ix:e  Coats,  J.,. 
Coppen heaver^  L.  Crooks,  Miss  C.  Ferrand, 

Mr.  60  Mrs.  P.  Finley,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Foster, 

\  M.  A.  Fuller,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Gilmour,  Marie 
,  Graves,  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  M.  Hampton,  H.  Ide, 
Claribel  James,  T.  Keir,  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  J. 
Gibson,  Margaret  Kavesh,  Dr.  C.  Klingensmith 
Lynn  Langworthy,  Helen  Graves,  Cathy 
MacDonald,  Virginia  Macauley,  R.  Pitzrick, 
Alice  Rayburn,  Miss  M.  Rosa,  Helen  Robinson, 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  E.  Rhodes,  Ona  and  Ruth  Reynold, 
Mrs.  R.  Sick,  Era  Scofield,  Di,ane  Smith, 
Helen  Snodgrass,  Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  R.«  Taylor, 

Helen  Thomas,  Mrs.  W.  Thompson,  and  T. 
Vossler. 


T  ‘  •  .  ••  K  -  < 

It  was  gratifying  to  .have  so  many  people  respond  to  the  request  of  Mr. 
Harold  Mitchell  to  participate  in  this  count  on  such  relatively  short  notice. 

U923  Creek  Road,  Lewis  ton, New  York  ll|092 
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SATURDAY  MORNING  BIRD  WALKS  DURING  MAI,  1973  AT  TIFFT  FARM  NATURE  PRESERVE 

by  Harold  Dodge 

This  spring  the  B.O.S.  inaugurated  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  at  Tifft 
Farm  Nature  Preserve  on.  the  Buffalo  waterfront  with  considerable  success.  The 
unique  position  of  the  tract  as  well  as  the  varied  habitat  makes  this  an  ideal 
place  to  see  the  maximum  in  numbers  and  variety  of  birds  in  a  small  area.  From 
the  following  list  of  species  seen  over  these  three  mornings  it  should  be  evident 
that  these  walks  can  be  most  interesting  and  deserve  to  be  continued.  Even  though 
the  walks,  did  not  extend  into  the  late  migration  period,  end  of  May,  it  is  appar¬ 
ent  from  subsequent  June  nesting  observations  that  most  of  the  residents  were  ob¬ 
served  on  the  tract  by  May  19.  Notable  exceptions  are  Traill’s  Flycatcher  and 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  which  were  observed  in  mid  June.  \r  -  s.  -  .  - 

In  reporting  the  sightings  the  preserve  was  divided  into  six  general 
areas  as  follows: 

A.  Old  Tifft  St.  area  to  the  southern  boundary. 

B.  The  cattail  marsh  and  contiguous  open  water  area. 

C.  The  remaining  land  area  with  the  exception  of  the  southwest 
section  where  landfill  operations  will  be  carried  out. 

D.  Pond  and  immediate  shoreline. 

E.  Large  pond  (or  inlet)  and  stream  with  immediate  shoreline. 

F.  The  southwest  section  to  be  covered  with  solid  waste. 


With  regard  to  the  list  it  should  be  noted  that  no  attempt  was  made  to 
cover  the  entire  tract.  The  extreme  southern  portion  of  A.  was  not  covered.  Marsh 
observations  were  made  generally  from  points  along  the  southern  and  western  edge. 

The  northwest  section  of  C.  was  not  covered.  Area  E.  was  only  partly  covered. 

Area  F.  was  not  covered  except  for  the  extreme  edge  along  Fuhrmann  Blvd.  The  list, 
therefore,  should  be  taken  only  as  an  indication  of  possibilities  and  not  as  a 
complete  census  of  the  area.  However  this  list,  considered  along  with  the  June 
Breeding  Census  published  in  the  PROTHONOTARY  (Vol.  38,  p.  91-95,1972)  can  give  a 
good  indication  of  the  diversity  and  abundance  of  bird  life  in  this  newly  designated 
nature  preserve  within  the  city  limits  of  Buffalo. 
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Saturday  morning  Bird  Walks  during  May,  1973  at  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve 


SPECIES 


.AREAS 


May  £ 

May  12 

May  19 

A  1 

B 

c! 

- 

D  i 

El 

F 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

X 

f 

1 

1 

X 

j  ! 

Great  Blue  Heron 

X 

X 

X 

xi 

Green  Heron 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

XI 

i 

X 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

X 

X 

X 

i 

1 

Least  Bittern 

.  .  X 

x  . 

X 

American  Bittern 

X 

X 

Xi 

- 

Mallard  ! 

X 

X  \ 

X 

X 

X 

xj 

Black  Duck 

X 

' 

X 

i 

Blue-winged  Teal 

'  X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

American  WTidgeon 

X 

« 

X 

X 

Osprey 

X 

X 

Sparrow  Hawk 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Virginia  Rail 

X 

• 

X 

X 

* 

Sora 

X 

X 

Common  Gallinule 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

American  Coot 

X 

X 

Killdeer 

X 

X 

X.  , 

X 

X 

Woodcock 

X 

X 

xj 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

X 

X 

X 

x! 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

X 

X 

X 

Herring  Gull 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Ring-billed  Gull 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Common  Tern 

X 

X 

Black  Tern 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Rock  Dove 

X 

X  * 

X 

X‘. 

X 

Mourning  Dove 

X 

X 

X 

X 

! 

- 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

X 

X 

; 

Belted  Kingfisher 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Least  Flycatcher  - 

... 

X 

X 

X 

Tree  Swallow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Bank  Swallow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

• 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

X 

X 

X 

> 

X 

Barn  Swallow 

X 

X 

,  X 

X 

Purple  Martin 

X 

X 

• 

Blue  Jay 

X  . 

X 

Common  Crow 

X 

•  f 

X 

- 

X 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

»  •  ; 

X 

X. 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

X 

X 

,  .  * 

X 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

X 

t 

—  t 

x 

•  X 

I 

X 

i 

i 

T 

1 

1 

1 

7k 
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i 

Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  During  May,  1973  at  Tifft 
Species _ May  5>  May  12  May  19 


House  Wren 

Winter  Wren  X 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren  X 

Catbird 

Brown  Thrasher  X 

Robin  X 

Wood  Thrush 

Hermit  Thrush  X 

Swainson’s  Thrush 
Veer  y 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  X 

Starling  X 

Red-eyed  Vireo 
Philadelphia  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 

Black-&-white  Warbler  X 

Golden-winged  Warbler 
Tennessee  Warbler 
Nashville  Warbler 
Parula  Warbler 

Yellow  Warbler  X 

Magnolia  Warbler 
Cape  May  Warbler 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
Myrtle  Warbler  _X 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
Blackburnian  Warbler 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
Bay-breasted  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler  •  X 

Ovenbird 

Northern  Waterthrush  X 

Yellowthroat 

Hooded  Warbler 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

Canada  Warbler 

American  Redstart 

House  Sparrow  X 

Eastern  Meadowlark  X. 

Red-winged  Blackbird  X 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Rusty  Blackbird  X 

Common  Grackle  X 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Farm  Nature  Preserve, 
Areag 
A  " 


B;  C  \  D  I  E 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


;x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


7£ 


X 


X 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


cont. 
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Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  During  May,  1973  at  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve,  cont. 


AREAS  \ 

A  |  b!  c;  D*  Ej  F 


SPECIES 


May  5  May  12  May  19 


{  X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Scarlet  Tanager 
Cardinal 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
American  Goldfinch 
Rufous- sided  Towhee 
Chipping  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
Lincoln's  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


xi  i  xi 

x!  i  xi 

X  i  Xi 

x  i  x 


x 


x 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X  I  X 
X  \  X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


X 


i 


X 

X 


X 


Total  Species  -  98 


Additional  birds  seen  at  Tifft  Farm  on  May  20,  the  day  of  the  May  Bird 
Count,  are  as  follows:  Wood  Duck,  Greater  Yellowlegs,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo, 
Chimney  Swift,  Great-crested  Flycatcher,  Cliff  Swallow,  Blue-Cg.’ay  Gnatcatcher, 
Blue-winged  Warbler  and  Savannah  Sparrow.  This  addition  brings  the  total  for  the 
four  observation  days  in  May  1973  to  107. 


7U28  Back  Creek  Rd.,  Hamburg  lU07$ 
Whimbrel  Trip  -  North  Shore  of  Lake  Erie 
On  May  27th  eleven  members  enjoyed  a  pleasant  day  in  quest  of  Whimbrels. 


Observations  at  all  possible  sites  as  far  as  Morgan's  Point  failed  to  turn  up  any 
of  this  species.  However,  in  addition  to  many  Ruddy  Turnstones  we  all  had  good 
views  of  Knots  in  their  spring  plumage  at  Erie  Beach  and  Morgan's  Point.  At 
Waverly  Beach  a  Mourning  Warbler  posed  so  most  of  us  were  able  to  observe  the 
bird  at  close  range.  A  walk  around  the  new  board  walk  and  blinds  at  Mud  Lake 
turned  up  a  Long-billed  Marsh  Wren  and  a  number  of  Black  Terns.  To  finish  off  the 
day  we  visited  the  beautiful  Short  Hills  Nature  Sanctuary  at  Pelham  (see  BOS 
Section  1,  coordinates  K-19)  where  a  resident  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  winging  its  way 
among  the  tree  tops,  and  an  Indigo  Bunting  perching  on  a  distant  dead  elm,  were 
the  outstanding  birds. 


Walter  Klabunde,  1|923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston  N.Y. 

>  1U092 
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NOTES 

Notice  of  Annual  Meeting  of  Members  of 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Inc.  ■ 

NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  members  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  Inc.,  a  Not-For-Profit  Corporation  organized  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  will  be  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Humboldt 
Park,  Buffal  o,  N.Y.  on  Wednesday,  October  2l|th,  1973  at  8:00  p.m.  for  the  purpose 
of  (a)  electing  officers  for  the  ensuing  year;  (b)  electing  members  of  the  Council 
to  fill  all  vacancies  then  existing;  (c)  fixing  the  dues  for  members  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year;  and  (d)  transacting  any  and  all  other  corporate  business  which  may 
come  before  the  meeting.  * 

'  •  ■  ,  '  Cynthia  Millard, Secretary 

NOTE:  The  Annual  Meeting,  usually  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  October,  has 
been  deferred  for  two  weeks  to  avoid  conflict  with  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  American  Ornithologists  Union  which  will  take  place  between  October  8th 
and  12th,  1973  at  Provincetown,  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts  and  which  is 
usually  attended  by  a  number  of  active  members  of  the  B.O.S. 

President  Appoints  Nominating  Committee 

President  Harold  Dodge  has  appointed  the  following  members  of  the 
Nominating  Committee:  Ms.  Marie  Wend ling,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill  and  Mr.  William  Vaughan. 
At  the  Annual  MMeeting  on  October  2lrth,  1973  this  committee  will  offer  a  slate  of 
nominees  to  fill  the  following  positions  until  the  next  Annual  Meeting:  President, 
Vice  President,  Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Librarian, 
two  Statisticians,  Records  Custodian  and  three  vacancies  in  the  Council  due  to  the 
expiration  of  the  three  year  terms  of  Mr.  David  M.  Bigelow,  Mrs.  R.  William 
Rochester  and  Mrs.  Edward  Ulrich. 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Club  Room  in  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 

Fall  program  will  be  announced  in  a  forthcoming  issue. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


August  18th,  1973  Oak  Orchard  area  for  migrating  shorebirds  and  other  birds. 

Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Main  and  Kenmore  Avenue,  at  7s00  a.m. 
Telephone  6^2-3887  for  details. 


77 


Vol.  39  No*  6  "Program  -  Field  Trips"  cont# 

September  2nd,  1973  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie* 

Meet  at  Vermont  St.  and  Busti  Ave*  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge 

at  7-00  a.m* 

Leaders:  Richard  Byron  (6£2-3887)  and 
Ron  Swonger  (6$2-70l6j 


Please  mail  records  for  each. month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr*  Robert  M.  Wagner,  h .325  Circle  Court, 
Williamsville,  New  York'  1U221.  -  .*  ■  .  '  .  ‘  r 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  New  York  l!|22l| 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $*2 5  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer* 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer* 

'  <  ■  ,  *  .  t  1  >  "*  j  *»• .  . 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  lU2 17 
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THE  MONTH 

June  was  a  sunny  and  warm  month  with  an  average  temperature  of  68.2°, 

3*U°  above  noraml*  Rainfall  measured  1.68  inches,  a  departure  of  -0.86  inches  from 
the  norm.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Although  bird  observations  traditionally  slacken  with  the  end  of  the 
spring  migration  and  the  onset  of  warmer  and  more  humid  weather  in  June,  it  is 
pleasant  to  report  that  field  work  on  the  breeding  biology  of  summer  resident 
species  in  our  study  area  was  unusually  productive  this  year.  The  reader  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  notes  on  observations  by  Barbara  Dodge  and  David  Wilcove  on  the 
nesting  activities  of  the  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  and  the  House  Finch,  establishing 
these  species  as  breeding  locally.  This  issue  also  contains  an  article  summarizing 
Joseph  Grzybowski's  observations  on  the  nesting  of  the  Goshawk  in  the  southwestern 
portion  of  our  study  area  and  indicating  that  this  magnificent  raptor  is  becoming 
more  common  as  a  summer  resident  in  the  heavily  wooded  habitat  in  that  area  which 
it  finds  so  attractive.  Finally,  noteworthy  records  for  the  month  include  very  late 
observations  of  White-throated  Sparrow  in  Allegany  State  Park  suggesting  nesting 
birds.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  birders  will  be  inspired  to  get  into  the  field 
in  June  and  July  and  contribute  their  observations  on  species  which,  for  lack  of 
field  work  of  this  type,  must  continue  to  have  ambiguous  status  as  to  their  occur¬ 
rence  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area  during  the  breeding  season. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  implementation  of  vernacular  name  changes 
for  some  birds  in  the  'Noteworthy  Records'  section  of  this  issue  in  keeping  with 
the  nomenclatural  reforms  announced  by  the  American  Ornithologists  fUhion  in  April, 
1973«  (See  'Statisticians  Notes'  in  this  issue.) 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  Iij217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 


New  York  and  Ad.iacent  Ontario"  (B. 

O.S., 

,  1965)  has  been  received 

and  placed  in  the 

permanent  files  of 

the  B.O 

.S. 

Little  Blue  Heron 

June 

9 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

Great  Egret 

It 

2,  27 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

10 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Schaffher,  A. R. Clark 

Least  Bittern 

It 

1 

1 

Dewittville  Cr.,Chaut.L. 

Sundell, Swanson 

- 

It 

15 

1 

Oak  Orchard  Creek 

Morse 

Whistling  Swan 

tti 

2-19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Green-w.  Teal 

It. 

10 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

McKales 

American  Wigeon 

Iti 

1 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Filor 

It 

10 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Schaffner,A.R.Clark 

It 

17,21 

5 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle,et  al. 

Northern  Shove ler 

tt, 

1 

1 

Sugarloaf,  Ont. 

Filor 

It. 

10 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Schaffher, A. R.Clark 

Redhead 

tt 

1 

3 

Mud  Lake,  Cnt. 

Filor 

Greater  Scaup 

It 

19-^30 

2 

Mayvi lie, Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell, Swans on 

Lesser  Scaup 

III 

21 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

And rle, Byron 

- 

lit 

29,30 

1 

Mayvi lie, Chautauqua  Lake 

Sund  ell.  Swan s  on 

Common  Goldeneye 

Hi 

19-30 

2 

Mayville, Chautauqua  Lake 

Sund  ell.  Swan  s  on 

White-w.  Scoter 

It! 

19  L 

1 

Derby 

Graham, et  al. 

Ruddy  Duck 

It! 

1 

1 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Filor 

It 

19*^30 

1 

Mayvi lie, Chautauqua  Lake  Sund ell, Swans on 

Turkey  Vulture 

It 

17 

3 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,et  al. 

Goshawk 

ft  r 

6,10 

l(N2  infertile  E)Tn.Birdsall  Burtons  , Eaton 

11 

6,10 

l(N2Y)  Tn.  of  Almond 

Grzybowski,et  al. 

(nest  empty,no  birds  June  20] 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

It 

29 

1 

Near  Harrisburg 

Grzybowski 

Bald  Eagle 

It! 

3 

2  (ad.,imm.)Burt-Ransomville  Klabundes 

It 

H*,20 

1A 

Orchard  Pk., Hamburg 

Bourne 

Chukar 

r  it 

2f?F,26 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkins,et  al. 

Turkey 

tt 

6 

3 

Townsend  Hollow  . 

Grzybowski 

it. 

10 

2 

Allenburg  Bog 

Knox,et  al. 

tt. 

m 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Black-bell.  Plover 

tt 

1L 

10 

Belvidere 

Grzybowski 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

1 

h2 

Canadian  Shore, L.Erie  • 

Filor 
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Common  Snipe 
Whimbrel 

Solitary  Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Black  Tern 
Short-eared  Owl 
Whip-p  o  or-Vill 

Red -bellied  Wdpkr. 


Red-headed  Wdpkr. 


Yellowr-b  .Sapsucker 
Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 
Tufted  Titmouse 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 


Brown  Creeper 

Winter  Wren 

Mockingbird 
Swains on’s  Thrush 


Bluebird 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 


White-eyed  Vireo 
Prothonotary  Warbler 


Northern  Parula 
Cerulean  Warbler 


June 

5 

\  1  B.O.S.W.R., Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

it 

1L 

8  Rockhouse  Pt.,Cnt. 

Filor 

m 

1L 

1  Ward., 

Grzybowski, Brooks 

iii 

1 

1,1  Morgan’s  Pt.,Stromness,Ont.  Filor 

ii 

2L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

1 

18  Prendergast  Pt.,Chau£*Lake  Sund ell, Swans on 

n 

3 

1  Town  of  Machias 

McKales, Reeves 

ii 

1 

1  Town  of  Cold  Spring 

Sundell,Duckwall 

it. 

1 h' 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

in 

h 

1  Rose  Hill, On t. , 

Axtells 

iti 

10, 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaf fn  er  ,  A  *  R . C lark 

in 

v15 

2  Oak  Orchard  Area 

Morse 

in 

2 

1  West  Somerset 

Klabundes 

iti 

2 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

10 

1  Lakeside  Cemetery, Hamburg  Andrles 

iii 

26 

1  Angola 

Mitchell 

1,23,24,30 

30  Orangeville 

Dodges 

June 

1L 

1  Stow 

Sundell,  Swans  on 

n. 

7 

3  Olean 

Grzybowski 

it 

1U,15 

2  Near  Harrisburg 

in 

it 

1,11 

2  adults, 3Y0  North  Boston 

Dodges  , 

(nest  in  dead  apple  tree) 

’ 

tt: 

2,3 

3,2  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell,et  al« 

It. 

6 

1  Tcwn  of  Bird sail 

Burtons, Yelle,et  al« 

It/ 

‘  8 

1  Town  »f  Clarence 

Wagner 

It 

17 

1  Alfred 

McKales 

111 

2.9 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Wagner 

tt. 

1-30 

2  Orangeville 

Dodges 

11. 

28 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Wagner 

1,23,24,30 

1  Orangeville 

Dodges 

June 

5 

1  Rose  Hill,(Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

23.,  30 

1,2  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

tti 

1 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

it 

1 

2  Morgan’s  Pt.,Ont. 

Filor  . 

ii 

5L 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

it. 

19,30 

1  Near  Harrisburg 

Grzybowski 

tt 

27 

3  Allegany  State  Park 

Wagner 

it 

15 

i;  Deer  Lick  Sanct.,  Gowanda 

Wend ling  s , Ulrich 

it 

3 

1  Hamburg 

Andrles 

it 

3 

3  Town  of  Sardinia 

Andrles 

tt 

10 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

it. 

2k 

U  Allegany  State  Park  .  r. 

Wagner 

it 

5 

1  B.O.S.W.R., Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

it. 

10 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaffner,A.R, Clark, 
McKales 

it 

^3- 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Wend lings 

Hi 

1-2}L 

2  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell,et  al« 

II 

21 

1  Eden  . 

Bourne 
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cont. 

Bay-br.  Warbler  June  1L 

2  Iggertsrille 

McKales 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

*  3L 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

'  r  3L 

5  Olean 

Grzybowski 

*Pine  Warbler 

’  11* 

2  Derby 

Graham 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

’  10 

2  Allenburg  Bog 

Knox,et  al. 

’  25 

2  Off  Rt.  17,nr.Salamanca 

Wagner 

La.  Waterthrush 

11  25 

6  Allegany  State  Park 

r  Wagner 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

’  3L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Orchard  Oriole 

’  1 

2  Morgan’s  Pt.,Ont. 

Filor 

House  Finch 

1  3 

1  Hamburg 

•  Bourne 

Red  Crossbill 

’  2 

11  Richburg 

Grzybowski 

1  3 

1  Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

.  Axtells 

1  3 

12  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell,et  al 

11  11* 

10  Eggertsville 

McKales 

Clay-col.  Sparrow 

’  17F 

1  Alfred 

McKales 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

'  2,3 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Sundell,et  al 

, 

'25,26,29 

1-2  Allegany  State  Park 

Wagner 

Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year.  . 

.  .  251 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 


3. 


Total  to  date 


254 


STATISTIC IANS 1  NOTE  -  I 

The  "Thirty-second  Supplement  to  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union 
Check-list  of  North  American  birds"  has  been  published  in  The  Auk,  Vol.  90, 
pp.  1*11-1*19  (1973)*  It  covers  changes  in  English  and  scientific  names  accepted  by 
the  Committee  on  Classification  and  Nomenclature  since  the  publication  of  the  A.O.U. 
"Check-list  of  North  American  birds"  (l957jfifth  edition).  More  changes  will  follow 
at  a  later  time.  The  Statisticians  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  have 
adopted  these  changes  as  they  have  previous  changes  in  A.O.U.  check-lists  and 
supplements. 


Newly-adopted  English  names  for  species  that  have  been  recorded  in  the  „ 
B.O.S.  Study  Area  are: 


Wilson’s  Storm  Petrel 


Great  Egret  (formerly  Common  Egret) 

Snow  Goose  (includes  Blue  Goose_jsee  below) 

ScS  Wigeon)  ( former  sPellinS  "Widgeon") 


Northern  Shoveler 

Black  Scoter  (formerly  Common  Scoter)  - 
Merlin  (formerly  Pigeon  Hawk) 

American  Kestrel  ( formerly  Sparrow  Hawk) 
Upland  Sandpiper  ( formerly  Upland  Plover) 
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Red  Knot 

Thayer’s  Gull  (formerly  subspecies  tf  Herring  Gull^see  below) 

Common  Flicker  •  •  ... 

Willow  Flycatcher)  /  \ 

Alder  Flycatcher)  (formerlX  Traill’s  Flycatcherjsee  below) 

Gray  Catbird 

American  Robin 

Northern ' Parula  (formerly  Parula- Warbler) 

Xellow-rumped  Warbler  (formerly  Myrtle  Warbler  and  Audubon ’.s  Warbler) 

Common  Xellowthroat 

Northern  Oriole  (formerly  Baltimore  Oriole) 

Dark-eyed  Juneo  (formerly  Slate-colored  Junco  and  Oregon  Junco) 

By  way  of  explanation,  the  Blue  Goose  is  now  considered  to  be  a  dark 
morph  and  the  Snow  Goose  a  white  morph  of  a  polymorphic  population  and  the  name 
Snow  Goose  is  retained  for  both  morphs  as  the  English  name  for  the  species.  The 
blue  morph  of  the  Snow  Goose  can  be  called  "Blue  Goose"  (including  quotation  marks). 
As  mentioned  in  a  previous  Statisticians’  Note,  Larus  argentatus  thayeri  is  now 
considered  specifically  distinct  from  Herring  Gull,  Larus  argentatus, ~ and  is 
now  called  Thayer's  Gull,  '"Larus  thayeri*  The  formerly-designated  Traill’s 
Flycatcher  is  now  divided  into  two  species  on  the  basis  of  vocalizations;  the 
species  whose  call  is  interpreted  as  "fitz-bew"  is  now  designated  as  Willow 
Flycatcher j  the  species  whose  call  is  interpreted  as  "fee-bee-o"  is  now  designated 
as  Alder  Flycatcher.  The  name  Traill’s  Flycatcher  is  retained  for  the  complex 
when  specific  identification  cannot  be  made.  • 


The  subspecies  of  the  following  species  that. occur  or  have  occurred  in 
the  B.0.3.  Study  Area  may  be  called  as  follows: 


Names  of  Species 

Green-winged  Teal 
Common  Flicker 

Xellow-rumped  Warbler  ( 

( 

Northern  Oriole 

Dark-eyed  Junco  ( 

( 


Names  of  Subspecies 

"American  Green-winged  Teal" 
"Xellow-shafted  Flicker" 
"Myrtle  Warbler" 

"Audubon’ s  Warbler" 
"Baltimore  Oriole" 
"Slate-colored  Junco" 

"Oregon  Junco" 


Reasons  for  the  changes  in  English  names  of  the  above  and  other  forms 
of  birds  can  be  found  in  The  Auk  article  referred  to  above.  For  nomenclatural 
and  taxonomic  reasons,  changes  of  scientific  names  have -also  been, made  for  about 
h5  bird  forms  that  have  occurred  in  the  B.0.3.  Study  Area,, and  members  are  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  same  article  for  a  list  and  explanations  of  those  changes. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 
•■William  C.  Vaughan 
Statisticians 


V ol.  39,  ISJ0.7 


STATISTICIANS’  NOTE  -  II 


Effective  for  and  subsequent  to  the  breeding  season  of  1973,  reports 
of  Goshawks  at  nests  in  Chautauqua ,  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  Counties  will  net 
require  verification  write-ups. 

It  shall  continue,  however,  to  be  the  prerogative  and  practice  of  the 
Statisticians  to  require  verification  write-ups  for  this  or  any  other  species 
in  any  instance  where  they  think  it  advisable* 

Robert  F*  Andrle 

William  C.  Vaughan 

Statisticians 


THE  GOSHAWK  AS  A  BREEDING  SPECIES  IN  SOUTHWESTERN  NEW  YORK 


l»y  Joseph  Grsybowski 

Following  is  a  summary  of  my  observations  of  nests  of  the  Goshawk 
(Accipiter  gentilis)  which  I  have  compiled  since  1970.  The  exact  geographic 
locations  of  the  nests  are  not  indicated  to  protect  the  nesting  sites  and  the 
birds  from  undue  human  interference. 

Nest  #1  -  Chautauqua  County,  N.Y. 

This  nest  was.- discovered  in  1970  and  shown  to  me  by  C.  Guenther.  The 
nest  was  built  in  the  crotch  of  a  beech  tree  approximately  forty-five  feet  off 
of  the  ground.  The  eye  of  the  female  bird  was  'deep  red  in  1971* 

1970  -  successfully  raised  two  young  which  left  the  nest  about  July  1st. 

f 

1971  -  successfully  raised  one  young,  a  female,  bandejd  on  June  8th  by  Earl 

Schriver.  Nest  and  young  photographed. 

1972  -  successfully  raised  two  young  which  left  the  nest  on  June  l6th  when  an 

attempt  was  made  to  band  them.  Young  photographed  sitting  on  the  nest 
on  June  lyth. 

1973  -  Great  Horned  Cwl  occupying  nest  on  March  lyth.  No  Goshawks  present  in 

immediate  vicinity. 

Nest  ff2  -  Chautauqua  County,  N.Y. 

I  discovered  this  nest  in  1972  investigating  a  report  that  Goshawks  had 
been  se&n  in  the  vicinity  the  previous"  year. 
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1972  -  nest  located  in  beech  tree  about  forty  feet  off  of  the  ground  was  discovered 

on  April  7th.  It  was  revisited  on  April  9th  and  excellent  photographs  of 
the  adult  female  were  obtained.  She  was  incubating  at  this  time.  This 
pair  successfully  fledged  three  young,  two  females  and  one  male,  which  were 
banded  and  photographed  on  June  16th;  female  had  red  eye, 

1973  “  a  new  nest  located  approximately  one  hundred  yards  from  the  old  nest  was 

occupied  by  a  new  female,  a  younger  bird  showing  some  brown  in  her  plumage 
and  possibly  three  years  old.  This  nest  was  also  located  in  a  beech  tree 
about  forty  feet  off  of  the  ground.  These  birds  successfully  fledged  two 
young  which  were  banded  on  May  27th  by  Earl  Schriver.  One  adult  present 
in  the  vicinity  as  early  as  March  Uth. 

Nest  #3  -  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y. 

I  was  shown  this  area  by  Earl  Schriver  who  had  known  of  the  location  prior 
to  this  time. 

1971  -  fresh  hemlock  branches  in  the  nest  but  no  evidence  of  nesting  birds. 

1972  -  new  nest  discovered  on  March  27th  but  no  activity  near  nest  on  this  date. 

On  June  16th,  two  young,  a  male  and  a  female,  were  banded  and  photographed ; 
eye  line  had  already  developed  on  both  young  birds. 

1973  -  old  nest  (not  the  same  one  used  in  1972)  was  occupied  by  a  young  female, 

a  bird  with  brown  on  the  secondaries  and  some  scattered  streaking  on  the 
breast.-  This  bird,  or  a  bird,  was  present  in  the  area  in  early  February. 

The  young  are  believed  to  have  hatched  during  the  first  week  of  May,  as 
on  May  6th  a  young  bird  was  observed  just  able  to  lift  its  head  to  look 
around.  Two  fluffy  white  young  were  banded  on  May  27th  by  Earl  Schriver. 

Nest  -  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y. 

Nest  discovered  -by  Dr.  S.M.  Eaton  in  mid-May,  1973;  nest  located  in 
tallest  crotch  of  maple  tree  about  forty  to  forty-five  feet  off  of  the  ground. 

1973  -  female  had  some  brown  in  plumage  and  was  particularly  aggressive.  On 

May  27th,  two  young  birds,  a  mcl.e  and  a  female,  were  banded  by  Earl  Schriver. 
They  were  almost  ready  to  leave  the  nest  at  this  time;  nest  with  young 
sitting  on  top  of  it,  photographed  from  the  ground. 

Nest  #5  ~  Allegany  County,  N.Y. 

This  nest  was  shown  to  me  by  Lou  Burton  on  May  27th,  1973  at  which  time 
two  young  were  photographed  by  Earl  Schriver.  I  have  the  only  photographs  of  the 
young;  nest  in  tallest  crotch  of  maple  tree  about  forty-five  feet  off  of  the  ground. 
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This  nest  was  shown  to  me  by  Lou  Burton  on  June  10th,  1973*  It  contained 
two  young  which  were  photographed  from  the  ground  sitting  on  the  nest.  The  adult 
bird  shewed  only  traces  of  brown  on  the  flight  feathers,  the  significance  of  which 
I  cannot  determine. 

I  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  the  need  for  secrecy  in  concealing  the 
exact  location  of  the  nests  of  birds  of  this  species  from  the  general  public.  To 
those  who  are  aware  of  the  nest  locations,  visits  should  be  kept  to  an  absolute 
minimum,  particularly  early  in  the  nesting  period  when  abandonment  of  the  nest 
or  chilling  of  the  eggs  might  easily  occur.  Although  such  secretive  measures 
may  be  resented  by  some  members  of  the  bird  watching  fraternity,  please  remember 
if  you  find  a  nest  that  they  are  absolutely  necessary  to  insure  the  survival  of 
one  of  our  most  magnificent  and  aggressive  birds  of  prey. 


Summary  1970  1971'-  *  1972  1973  totals 


of  active  nests  1 

1 

3 

5 

•  10 

of  young  fledged:  2 

1 

7 

10 

20 

of  young  banded:  0 

1  ' 

5 

10 

16 

1209a  Putnam  Street,  Glean,  N.Y.  lli7 60 
NOTES 

NOTES  ON  THE  NESTING  OF  A  PAIR  OF  RED -BREASTED  NUTHATCHES  IN  NORTH  BOSTON,  N.Y. 


This  nest  was  on  the  property  of  Bill  Knaus,  76I4.3  Back  Creek  Rd., 

North  Boston,  in  a  dead  apple  tree  approx.  15  ft.  from  ground. 

April  29,  1973  -  Observed  the  pair  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  excavating  nest 

hole  which  they  had  started  3  or  days  previously.  Some  of  the 
excavated  material  they  would  drop  out  of  the  hole  -  some  they 
would  fly  off  with.  On  returning  at  least  one  of  the  pair  would 
work  its  beak  all  around  the  outside  of  the  hole,  (i  learned 
later  it  is  their  habit  to  smear  pitch  around  the  entrance  hole.) 

At  the  time  I  was  very  apprehensive  about  these  birds  having  a 
successful  nesting  because  a  grackle  who  was  apparently  using 
the  tree  as  a  look-out  for  its  nest  in  a  near-by  spruce  was 
showing  great  interest  in  the  activity,*  also  a  Red  Squirrel 
investigated  the  hole  several  times  while  the  birds  were  away, 
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but  he  was  always  chased  away  by  the  Grackle,  so  maybe  in  effect  the 
Grackle  indirectly  protected  the  nuthatches. 

May  13,  1973  -  Nest  apparently  completed  but  birds  very  active  around  it  -  observed 
one  fly  to  the  hole  -  look  in  -  fly  off,  one  flew  in  and  stayed  -  then 
other  bird  flew  to  the  hole  -  looked  in  then  left. 

.  June  1,1973  -Both  birds  carrying  food  to  nest. 

June  11, 1973-Received  a  call  from  Mrs.  Knaus  to  come  down  quick;  she  was  worried 
because  there  was  much  commotion  at  the  nest.  When  I  arrived  my  heart 
sank,  a  House  Wren  had  taken  possession  of  the  hole,  but  figuring  that 
the  young  nuthatches  must  have  been  just  about  ready  to  leave  the  nest 
I  set  about  looking  and  listening  for  them.  Finally  I  heard  them  - 
then  saw  the" parents  carrying  food  t#  a  nearby  Scotch  Fine.  Fortunately 
the  tree  was  sparsely  needled  so  that  I  was  able  to  observe  3  of  the 
Y'-ung  Red -breasted  Nuthatches,  one  was  sleeping,  2  were  very  active 
creeping  anrng  the  needled  branch  ends.  At  dusk  these  tw  followed 
the  parent  birds  t'  a  stand  of  spruces  approx.  5>0  feet  from  the  Scotch 
Pine. 

Barbara  Dodge,  7l|28  Back  Creek  Rd.,  Hamburg-,  N.Y.  15075 


The  Breeding  of  the  House  Finch 
In  Western  New  ~ Yu rk 

During  a  three  week  peri  d  beginning  cn  June  12,  1973*  Neil  Goodman 
and  I  attempted  to  determine  the  breeding  status  of  the  colony'  of  House  Finches 
near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Leo  Ward  on  Greenaway  Road,  Eggertsville,  New  York. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  our  findings. 

We  conservatively  estimate  the  number  of  House  Finches  present  in  the 
area  at  seven,  although  the  actual  number,  according  to  Mrs.  Ward  may  be  some¬ 
what  higher. 


On  June  15,'  and  again  on- June  27*  we  observed  an  almost- fully  fledged 
young  bird  being  fed  by  two  adults  at  135  and  165  Greenaway  Rd.  On  the  fifteenth, 
this  young  bird  was  fed  by  the  adult  male  at  the  Ward  residence.  The  fledgling 
was  identical  in  color  and  pattern  to  a  female  House  Finch,  but  had  a  darker, 
wider  beak  and  less  developed  primaries  and  tail*  feathers. 

Also  on  the  fifteenth,  another  pair  of  House  Finches  was  seen  gathering 
nesting  material  ahd  courting.  On  several  occasions  we  observed  this  pair  in  a 
clump  of  spruces  at  136' Greenaway,  and  at  the  time  of  this  writing  (June  27)  ex¬ 
pect  the  nest  to  be' built  there. 
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A  third  male  was  observed  singing,  and  possibly  on  territory,  at 
l65>  Greenaway  Pd.  Several  isolated  females  were  observed  throughout  the  area, 
but  as  of  yet,  we  do  not  know  whether  they  have  mates  or  will  breed. 

The  above  observations  establish  the  first  breeding  record  of  the 
House  Finch  in  western  New  York.  However,  recent  observations  from  other  areas 
in  the  region  seem  to  indicate  a  spreading  of  the  birds,  and  quite  possibly, 
future  breeding  records  from  different  areas. 

David  S.  Wilcove,  89  Depew  Avenue,  Buffalo  lLj.2 lU 


A  Rare  Birding  Experience 


The  date  was  June  3?  19-73 •  The  occasion  -  we  were  returning  from  our 
Breeding  Bird  Survey  -  Route  0-69  at  9*30  on  Drake  Settlement  Rd.  two  miles  east 
of  Burt  when  we  sighted  two  large  birds  soaring  west  ahead  of  us  which  did  not 
show  the  dihedral  of  the  Turkey  Vultures  and  were  much  too  large  for  any  hawks. 
Binocular  observation  showed  both  birds  to  be  eagles,  one  with  white  head  and 
tail,  an  adult  3ald  Bagle,  but,,  at  this  point,  the  other  appeared  uniformity  dark. 
Racing  (??)  on  westward  we  caught  up  with  them  again  three  miles  furthep  west, 
nt  this  point  the  eagles  were  wheeling  to  gain  altitude  together  with  six  Red- 
shoulder  Hawks , which  took  no  interest  in  their  larger  companions.  Here  we  could 
see  that  the  second  eagle  was  an  immature  bird  with  brownish  wing  linings  (not 
gray  as  shown  in  illustrations.)  The  hawks  went  off  tb  the  west  while  the  eagles 
drifted  west  by  southwest.  Drifting  is  hardly  the  correct  term  as,  except  without 
movement  of  wings', i  they  were  moving  30-3.9  mph.  Having  lost  sight  of  them  we  were 
fortunate  to  intercept  their  flight  again  -  this  time  on  Brayley  Rd.  near  Daniels 
Rd.  -  seven  miles  from  the  last  stop.  Actually  we  first  saw  the  adult  bird 
continually  flapping  its  wings  and  moving  at  U5  mph.  After  several  minutes  it 
caught  up  with  the  immature  bird  and  commenced  soaring  again.  Near  Ransomville  Rd. 
the  eagles  were  met  and  challenged  by  a  pair  of  resident  Red-tailed  Hawks,  fine 
of  the  hawks  actually  dove  at  the  adult  eagle  who  paid  no  attention  to  this  maneu¬ 
ver  and  since  the  eagles  moved  right  along,  they  were  left  alone.  Unfortunately 
we  did  not  follow  the  right  roads  to  meet  them  again  after  we  lost  sight  of  them 
somewhat  east  of  the  Ransomville  Rd.  about  fifteen  miles  from  where  we  had  first 
encountered  the  birds  -  a  chase  we  will  always  remember. 

Harriette  and  Walt  Klabunde,  U92 3  Creek  Rd.,  Lewiston,  N.Y,  1U092 

a  Summer  Record  of  the  Common  Loon 

Cn  Saturday,  June  23rd,  1973a  I  was  startled  to  see  an  adult  Common 
Loon  in  the  Tonawanda  Creek  while  driving  along  that  watercourse  just  west  of 
Ellicott  Creek  Park  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda.  Both  my. wife  (not  a  birder)  and 
I  saw  the  bird  without  binoculars  in  good  light  at  a  distance  of  no  more  than 
thirty  yards  at  about  U a 00  p.m.  We  only  watched  the  bird  for  a  minute  or  two 
but  I  am  positive  of  my  identification  of  this  distinctive  species  as  I  have  been 
viewing  it  for  thirty  years  in  Algonquin  Fark  in  Ontario  and  in  the  Adirondack 
Mountains . 
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I  was  not  too  surprised  to  see  this  bird  as  two  weeks  earlier  I  had 
seen  another  Loon  on  the  eastern  artificial  lake  on  the  new  campus  of  the  State 
University  of  New  York  in  the  Town  of  Amherst. 


Gerald  R.  Rising,  295  Robin  Hill  Drive,  WilliamsvilLe  11*221 


’  '  PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


September  12th 
September  26th 


September  2nd 


September  23rd 


September  29-30 


October  7th 


Summer  birdir.g  experiences  of  members.  Flans  for  October  Bird  Coun 

"Minnesota  Diary* • •Highlights  of  a  Naturalist’s  Adventures”. 

Dr.  Walter  J.  Breckenridge,  Director  of  the  Minnesota  Museum  of 
Natural  History  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  and  wildlife 
artist,  will  speak  of  his  adventures  with  wildlife  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota. 

NOTE :  This  program  is  subject  to  change.  Consult  August  issue 
of  The  Frothonotary  for  final  confirmation. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  Vermont  Street  and  Busti 
.avenue  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  a.m.  Leaders:  Richard 
Byron  (652-3887)  and  Ron  Swonger  (652-701 6). 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Meet  at  Vermont  Street  and  Busti  Ave. 
entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  at  7 :.30  a.m*  Leader:  William  Vaughan 

(tel.773-3lil9). 

Pyma tuning  Weekend.  Annual  fall  weekend  for  birders  at  Fresque 
Isle  State  Park  near  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  highlighted  by  field 
trips  in  the  Pymatuning  area.  Registration  at  Tresque  Isle  on 
Saturday,  September  29th  at  Cabin  #3  and  a  ham  or  turkey  dinner 
at  the  Penn  Line  Grange  Hall,  Penn  Line,  Pa.  at  6:30  p.m.  on 
Saturday  night.  Speaker;  George  A.  Smith  of  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina  whose  topic  will  be  "African  Safari".  Contact  Harold 
Mitchell  at  6 33-8612  for  further  details  of  the  weekend  activities 
and  what  bird  species  you  may  anticipate  seeing.  For  dinner 
reservations  write  to  Mrs.  George  W.  Shaffer,  325  Franklin  Street, 
Lineville,  Pa.  161*21*  (tel.  8 11*- 683-211*3) 

October  Birc  Count.  Allen  Valentine,  leader.  Call  leader  at 
652-0637  for  assignment  of  territory. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compilers  Mr.  Robert  M..  Wagner,  U325  Circle  Court, 
Williamsville,  hew  fork  lij.221. 

CRcUMGtE  OF  -DDESSS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road 

West  Seneca,  New  York  II4.22I4 

RuCK  ISSUES:  .available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3»C0  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill 

3*8  all  eg  any  avenue 
Kenmore,  New  fork  ll|217 
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July  continued  warm  and  sunny  with  an  average  temperature  of  72*3°5  2.9° 
above  normal  for  this  month.  Precipitation  measured  3*68  inches  or  1,11  inches 
above  normal,  mostly  in  the  form  of  heavy  rainfall  on  the  26th,  when  1.U7  inches 
were  recorded.  There  was  6h%  of  possible  sunshine  for  the  month,  (Meteorological 
data  as  recorded  at  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

In  spite  of  continuing  high  water  conditions  along  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  the  shorebird  migration  in  certain  areas  such  as  Waverly  Beach  was  re¬ 
warding,  Old  Times  Beach  in  the  north  harbor  at  Buffalo  once  again  proved  to  be 
outstanding  for  observation  of  waterfowl  and  shorebirds  including  such  summertime 
rarities  as  American  Wigeon  and  Gadwall.  An  unusually  large  number  of  records  of 
Carolina  Wren  suggests  that  this  species  may  again  becoming  more  numerous  in  our 
study  area.  The  reader ’s  attention  is  called  to  the  account  of  the  attempted 
breeding  of  Red  Crossbills  at  St.  Bonaventure,  N.Y.  as  reported  by  Joseph  Grzybowskl 
in  the  nesting  records  published  in  this  issue. 

The  most  unusual  ornithological  event  of  the  month  was  the  discovery  of 
a  breeding  pair  of  White-throated  Sparrows  on  the  southwest  side  of  Shelton  Square 
in  downtown  Buffalo.  At  U:00  p.m.  on  Saturday,  July  28th,  Robert  Wagner  was  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  two  immature  White-throated  Sparrows  feeding  on  the  sidewalk  next  to 
the  southwest  side  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Cathedral  on  the  Square.  Closer  in¬ 
vestigation  revealed  a  third  immature  bird  and  an  adult.  On  Tuesday,  July  31st, 

Dr.  Robert  Andrle  went  to  the  scene  and  found  the  immature  birds,  a  singing  adult 
male  and  an  adult  female  in  a  nest  in  ground  covering  plants  near  the  church  wall. 
The  nest  contained  four  newly  hatched  young,  strongly  suggesting  a  second  brood, 
an  extremely  uncommon  occurrence  for  this  species  in  any  circumstances.  The 
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discovery  of  these  birds  and  another  pair  of  adults  with  two  young  approximately 
one  block  away  at  the  Erie  County  Public  Library  in  June,  1969  (see  Prothonotary, 
vol.  36:1, pp.  28-30,  1970)  in  areas  of  high  human  population  density  and  pollution 
is  remarkable  when  one  considers  this  sparrow’s  usual  habitat  is  the  spruce  biome 
of  the  Canadian  and  Hudsonian  zones. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,N.Y.li4217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Gadwall 

July  18,19,26 

1,2,9 

American  Wigeon 

ft 

19 

2 

ft 

21 

1 

Greater  Scaup 

tl 

1-31 

1 

Lesser  Scaup 

»! 

1-31 

1 

Common  Goldeneye 

ft 

1-26 

2 

Ruddy  Duck 

ft 

1-31 

1 

Semipalm.  Plover 

ft 

22F 

2 

Black-bell.  Plover 

30F 

2 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

t! 

2liF 

8 

Whimbrel 

ft 

2  IF 

1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ft 

30F 

2 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

tl 

2  IF 

15 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

18F 

2 

ft 

21 

1 

Least  Sandpiper 

2  IF 

35 

Dunlin 

tr 

•  18,29 

1 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

tt 

iHf 

1 

it 

21 

72 

it 

22, 21*, 28 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

tt 

2  IF 

60 

Times  Beach, Buffalo  Andrle,  et  al. 

Times  Beach, Buffalo  Andrle,  et  al. 

Buffalo  Harbor  Valentines 

Mayville, Chautauqua LakeSundell,  Swanson 
Mayville,  C  hautauqua,Ia  ke  Sundell ,  Swans  on 
Mayv  ill  e,  Chautauqua  Jake  Sundell,  Swanson 
lyhyville  jC  hautauqua,Iake  Sundell,  Swanson 
Buffalo  Harbor  Valentine, Patter son 

Erie  Beach, Ont •  fixtell 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Valentine, Lafferty 

Buffalo  Harbor  Valentines 

Spring  Brook  Danner 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Valentines 

St .Davids  Cannery  Pond  Klabundes 
Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Valentines 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Valentines 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  Andrle,  et  al. 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  Andrle,  Byron 

Fort  Erie, Buffalo  HarbcrValentines 
Bflo.  Harbor,  Ft  .Erie  & 

Windmill  Point, Ont.  Valentine, et  al. 

Ft  .Erie  ,  Ont . ,  Bflo  .HarborValentines 
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Sander ling 

July 

2i|F,28 

6,1  Fort  Erie  ^Windmill 

Point, Ont, 

Valent ine , Laf f e  r ty 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

tt 

27F 

1  Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

it 

29 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

V  al ent ine , Patterson 

Caspian  Tern 

u 

18 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle, Byron 

ir 

18 

h  Bemus  Pt. , Chautauqua  LdceSundell,  Swanson 

Black  Tern 

n 

2U 

120  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Valentine , Laf f erty 

Red- headed  Wdpkr, 

tt 

2,15 

1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

18 

2  St .Davids  Cannery  Pond 

Klabundes 

it 

23 

1;  NE  of  Port  Colborne 

Axtell 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br .Nuthatch 

tt 

30 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

22 

1  Little  Valley  Twp. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

2 

1  Angola 

St evens ons 

tt 

U,1U,26 

1,1,1  Chautauqua, Stow 

Sundell,Swanson 

it 

10-2U 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

’  * 

tt 

17-29 

1  Thunder  Bay  Rd.,0nt. 

Klepfer 

tt 

18-31 

1  Rose  Hill,  Ont, 

Axtell 

tt 

2h 

1  Prospect  Point,  Ont. 

Axtell 

f! 

2h 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Axtell 

Short-b. Marsh  Wren 

tt 

1 

3  Watts  Flats 

S undell 

Mockingbird 

It 

1-5 

5  (2  ad. -3yo.) Youngstown 

Klabundes 

tt 

1 

1  Lake  Shore  Rd.at 

Delaware  Cr. 

Stevens ons 

t 

tt 

22 

2  McCarty  Hill 

Andrle  et  al 

Brewster’s  Warbler 

tt 

1 

1  Kiantone 

Sundell 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

1 

1  Kiantone 

S undell 

Wh.-th,  Sparrow 

tt 

2B 

'  '  U  (ad. -3yo.)  Shelton  Square 

•jj 

Buffalo 

Wagner 

tt 

31 

9(2adult,3young  &  NlfO 

Andrle 

’<  Shelton  Square, Buffalo 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  .  •  •  •  25U 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  . .  . 0 

Total  to  date  .  25U 


1973  NESTING  RECORDS  * 

Compiled  by  Joseph  A,  Grzybowski 

Goshawk  Chautauqua  County 

nest  in  Beech  tree  about  hO  feet  high 

April  7th  -  nest,  eggs 

May  27th  -  nest,  2  young  (banded) 
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cont. 


Goshawk 

Goshawk 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

Ruffed  Grouse 

Ruffed  Grouse 

Great  Horned  Owl 

Belted  Kingfisher 

Belted  Kingfisher 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 


Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  beech  tree  about  feet  high 

April  15  -  nest,  eggs 

May  6  -  nest,  2  young 

May  27  -  nest,  2  young  (banded) 

Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  maple  tree  about  feet  high 

May  19  -  nest,  2  young 

May  27  -  nest,  2  young  (banded) 

Howe  Hill  Road,  Town  of  Humphrey,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  maple  tree  about  UO  feet  high 
May  8  -  nest,  2  young 
May  13  -  nest  2  young 

-•  <  7 

Ole an,  on  hill  just  south  of  Allegany  River 

nest  in  maple  tree  on  hillside  (elevation: 2000  feet) 

May  12  -  nest,  young 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany, -  Cattaraugus  County 
June  6-8  young  out  of  nest  (flushed) 

Kuhn  Road,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 
June  2^-1  young  out  of  nest  (flushed) 

Arkwright,  Chautauqua  County 

nest  in  beech  tree  about  UO  feet  high 

March  U  -  adult  on  nest  incubating 

*  ’  f  ■ 

Lower  Birch  Run  Road,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  dirt  pile  near  quarry 
April  25>  -  nest  excavated;  contents  unknown 
May  7  -  nest;  fresh  tracks  going  into  hole;  contents 
unknown 

June  *  6  -  nest  and  dirt  pile  gone.  :  • 

Kuhn  Road,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 
May  12  -  adult  entering  nesting  hole 

Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  dead  tree  stump  about  20  feet  high 
May  5>  -  excavating  nest  hole 
May  l£  -  nest  active;  contents  unknown 
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Downy  Woodpecker 


Eastern  Kingbird 


Eastern  Kingbird 


Eastern  Phoebe 


Least  Flycatcher 


Bank  Swallow 


West  Windfall  Road,  Portville,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  maple  tree  stump  about  20  feet  high 
May  27  -  nest,  young 

May  29  -  nest,  young 

Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  apple  tree  on  horizontal  branch  about  8  feet  from 

ground 

(this  is  the  same  tree  and  branch  utilized  as  a  nesting 
site  by  Kingbirds  in  1972) 

June  6  -  building 

July  1  -  nest,  I|.  young 

•  f  i 

Conewango,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  apple  tree  about  15  feet  high 

June  1^  -  nest,  eggs 

Stone  Tower,  Allegany  State  Park 
nest  on  inside  archway  of  stone  tower 
May  27  -  nest,  eggs  -  female  incubating 

near  Hilltop  Restaurant,  Wirt,  Allegany  County 
nest  in  crotch  of  maple  tree  about  15  feet  high 
June  2  -  building 

June  5  -  nest  complete ;  contents  unknown 

colony  -  Lower  Birch  Run  Road,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 
June  6  -  about  U0  active  nests 


Bank  Swallow  colony  -  Kuhn  Road,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 

May  12  -  about  25  active  nests 

Black-cap*  Chickadee  Sugartown  Road,  Great  Valley,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  stump,  2  feet  high,  along  logging  road 

May  8  -  building 

May  12  -  nest  complete 

May  19  -  nest  destroyed 

Black-cap*  Chickadee  Sugartown  Road,  Great  Valley,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  dead  elm  branch  about  35  feet  high 
May  12  -  building 

Tufted  Titmouse  Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 

June  6-2  young  out  of  nest 
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Brown  Thrasher 

Robin 

Robin 

Robin 

Robin 

Robin 

Wood  Thrush 

Wood  Thrush 

Wood  Thrush 

Wood  Thrush 
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Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus.  County 

nest  in  hawthorne  about  6  feet  off  of  ground 

June  6  -  adult  incubating  (sitting  tight  despite  close 

approach) 


Gargoyle  Park,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  eaves  of  porch 
Majr  12  -  nest,  U  eggs  , 

Clare  Valley  Road,  Franklinville,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  crotch  of  apple  tree  about  8  feet  high 
May  12  -  female  on  nest  incubating 

near  Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  hemlock  about  5  feet  high 
June  lU  -  nest,  3  young 
June  17  -  nest  empty 

Canada  Hill  Road,  Machias,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  on  horizontal  branch  of  maple  tree  about  18  feet  high 

July  3  -  female  on  nest  incubating  eggs 

:  .  i 

near  Foster  Lake,  Alfred,  Allegany  County 
nest  in  spruce  tree  about  5  feet  high 
May  31  -  nest,  3  young 

near  Stone  Tower,  Allegany  State  Park 
nest  in  maple  sapling  about  10  feet  high 
June  6  -  adult  incubating 

Howe  Hill  Road,  Humphrey,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  located  at  joint  of  some  fallen  branches  about  li  feet 

off  of  the  ground 

May  2U  -  nest,  eggs|  adult  incubating 

near  Smith  Road,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  crotch  of  maple  sapling  about  12  feet  high 
May  25  -  nest,  eggs $  adult  incubating 

near  Smith  Road,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  crotch  of  maple  sapling  about  7  feet  high 
May  25  -  nest,  eggs $  adult  incubating 
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*♦  v 

Wood  Thrush 


Veery 


Veery 


Veery 


Veery 


Veery 


Veery 


West  Windfall  Road,  Portville,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  on  hemlock  bough  about  8  feet  high 
May  29  -  nest,  eggsj  adult  incubating 

near  West  Valley  Road,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  located  on  ground  among  Lycopodium 
June  k  -  nest,  h  eggs 

near  West  Valley  Road,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  located  on  ground  near  base  of  tiny  maple  sapling  in 

grass 

June  U  -  nest,  2  eggs 

June  8  -  nest,  h  eggs 

near  Schader  Road,  Machias,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  on  ground  in  grass  in  clearing  in  woods 
June  k  -  nest,  3  eggs 

June  8  -  nest,  3  eggs 

Two  Mile  Road,  Ole an,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  just  off  ground  in  Dryopteris  spinulosa 
June  6  -  nest,  U  eggs 

June  ±h  -  nest,  U  eggs 

June  17  -  nest  empty 

Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  on  ground  in  bank  of  gravel  road 

June  6  -  nest,  1  egg  (second  egg  just  out  of  nest) 

June  8  -  nest  empty!  destroyed 

Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County  (brood) 

June  lh  -  h  young  out  of  nest 


Cedar  Waxwing 


Solitary  Vireo 


Conewango,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y. 

nest  about  20  feet  high  on  maple  tree  branch 

June  l£  -  building  nest 

Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y. 

nest  about  six  feet  off  of  ground  on  beech  tree  branch 

June  lh  -  building 

June  21  -  adult  incubating 

June  29  -  adult  incubating 

July  3  -  nest,  h  eggs  (two  Cowbird,  two  Vireo) 
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Red-eyed  Vireo 


Red-eyed  Vireo 


Magnolia  Warbler 


Black-thr.  Blue 
W arbler 


Black-thr.  Blue 
W  arbler 


Ovenbird 


Yellowthroat 


Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  about  six  feet  off  of  ground  in  maple  tree 

June  6  -  building 

June  10  -  nest  complete  but  empty 

June  lit  -  nest  apparently  abandoned;  empty 

Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  about  15  feet  off  of  ground  in  maple  tree 
June  6  -  building 

near  Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y. 

nest  in  hemlock  sapling  about  3  feet  off  of  ground 

June  16  -  nest,  3  young  (one  Cowbird  and  two  Magnolia 

Warblers) 

June  21  -  nest,  3  young  (as  above) 

June  2ii  -  nest,  2  young  (both  warblers;  Cowbird  gone) 

June  2 6  -  nest  empty 

Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  Dryopteris  spinulosa  fern,  just  off  ground 

June  6  -  building  nest 

June  10  -  nest  complete 

June  lli  -  nest  destroyed  • 

near  Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  maple  sapling  about  one  foot  high  under  fallen 
hemlock 

June  lli  -  nest,  3  young  (one  Cowbird  and  two  young  warbler 
recently  hatched) 

June  16  -  nest,  3  young  (as  above) 

June  19  -  nest  destroyed  (presumably  before  young  out) 

near  Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  on  ground  in  small  grassy  clearing  in  woods 

June  28  -  nest,  5>  young 

June  29  -  nest,  young 

June  30  -  nest  empty;  young  out  of  nest 

near  Richburg,  Allegany  County" 

nest  in  blackberry  tangle  about  one  foot  high 

June  5  -  nest,  2  eggs 

June  16  -  nest,  2  young  (just  hatched) 
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Yellowthroat 


Hooded  Warbler 


Hooded  Warbler 


Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  goldenrod,  about  one  foot  off  of  ground 

June  II4.  -  nest,  it  eggs 

June  21  -  nest,  h  eggs 

June  2^  -  nest,  h  eggs 

June  28  -  nest  empty 

Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  about  three  feet  high  in  small  beech  sapling 
May  29  -  building 5  cup  not  formed 
June  2  -  nest  complete 

June  6  -  nest,  3  eggs;  one  Cowbird  and  two  warbler  eggs 
June  ll;  -  nest,  3  eggs  (as  above) 

June  16  -  nest  overturned  and  empty 

near  Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  Dryopteris  spinulosa  about  18  inches  off  of  ground 
June  lli  -  nest,  3  eggs  (one  Cowbird  and  two  warbler  eggs; 
Cowbird  egg  removed,) 

June  16  -  nest,  li  eggs  (all  warbler  eggs; female  incubating) 
June  21  -  male  incubating 

June  26  -  male  incubating;  nest,  3  young*  1  egg 

June  28  -  male  incubating  and  feeding  young; 3  young  and 

1  egg;  female  not  seen 


Red-winged  Blackbird  Clare  Valley  Road,  Humphrey,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  buttercup  (Ranunculus)  in  middle  of  large  meadow 
June  1|  -  nest,  U  eggs 

June  8  -  nest,  U  eggs 


Red-winged  Blackbird  Pierce  Hill,  Franklinville,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  field 

June  8  -  building;  almost  complete 

Cardinal  Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  in  apple  tree  in  cow  pasture  about  li  feet  high 
June  6  -  nest,  3  eggs 
June  18  -  nest,  3  young 


Red  Crossbill 


St.  Bonaventure  University  Campus,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  located  on  bough  of  70  foot  spruce,  about  1|5>  feet 
high  and  6  feet  out  from  trunk 
December  21  (1972)  -  male  giving  flight  song 

January  21  -  nest  located 

January  22-  nest,  3  eggs;  female  photographed  on  nest 

February  29  -  nest,  3  young 

February  15>  -  nest,  3  young  dead; nest  and  young  collected 

and  preserved 
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Red  Crossbill 

•  i  ‘  . 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 


Rufous -s .  Towhee 

Rufous  -s.  Towhee 

Slate-col.  Junco 

Slate-col.  Junco 


Nesting  Records”  cont. 

St.  Bonaventure  University  Campus,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  same  location  as  above  approximately  66  feet  from 
the  ground 

February  20  -  heard  male  singing  and  accompanying  female 

February  21  -  female  collecting  nesting  material;building 

March  6  -  male  feeding  female  on  nest;  male  chased 

by  Grackle  while  courting 

March  7  -  nest,  2  eggs 

March  9  nest,  3  eggs 

March  17  -  nest  destroyed  by  Grackles 

South  Nine  Mile  Road,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 
n§.st  in  row  of  spruce  trees  along- driveway  to  farm. 

March  k  -  female  collecting  nesting  material 

March  ,  9  -  no  activity; Crossbills  gone,  Grackles 

present 

Two  Mile  Road,  Olean,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  road  embankment  concealed  by  fern 


June 

6  nest. 

2 

eggs 

June 

7  -  nest. 

3 

eggs 

June 

lU  -  nest. 

h 

eggs 

June 

19  -  nest. 

k 

young 

Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  on  ground  in  grassy  clearing 
June  lU  -  nest,  3  eggs 

June  19  -  nest  empty 

Ten  Mile  Road,  Carrollton,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  in  hemlock  tree  about  2  feet  off  of  ground 
June  15  -  female  sitting 

Haynes  Hollow,  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  on  ground  in  small  bank  of  logging  road  among  Lycopodium 

May  13  -  building 

May  20  -  nest,  1  egg 

near  Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County 

nest  on  ground  among  poverty  grass  of  log  road 


June 

19  -  building. 

June 

23  -  pest,  3  eggs 

June 

26  -  nest  empty 
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Townsend  Hollow,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County 
nest  on  ground 

June  6  -  nest,  h  eggs 

near  Harrisburg,  Cattaraugus  County 
June  lU  -  nest,  9  eggs 

June  19  -  nest  empty 

1209^  Putnam  Street,  Olean,  N.Y.  11*760 


NOTES 

NESTING  OF  LONG-EARED  OWL  IN  THE  NIAGARA  PENINSUIA  OF  ONTARIO 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  first  reported  nesting  record  of  the 
Long-eared  Owl  (Asio  otus)  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula.  There  is  one  previous  known 
record  of  an  immature  bird  which  could  indicate  a  nesting.  On  May  11th,  1996, 

Art  Schaffner  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  found  a  lone  individual  at 
Morgan1 s  Point,  Wainfleet  Twp., Welland  County,  Ontario. 

This  year’ s  nest  was  situated  approximately  thirty  feet  from  the  ground 
in  an  open  grove  of  Scotch  pine.  The  grove  is  just  over  the  north  roadside  fence 
of  Lake shore  Road  at  the  intersection  of  Reeb  Road  in  the  Municipality  of  Wainfleet t 
This  clump  is  approximately  fifty  yards  long  and  only  four  yards  wide.  The  trees 
vary  in  height  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  and  the  branches  have  died  off  up  to  fifteen 
feet.  The  nest  was  in  a  tree  toward  the  north  side  of  the  grove  and  was  quite  ex¬ 
posed  to  view  from  the  north  but  not  so  much  so  from  the  nearby  roadway. 

!  *  *  •  i  .  • 

The  possibility  of  a  nesting  taking  place  was  realized  by  Blayne  Farnan, 
who  first  located  the  birds,  and  the  writer  when  the  owls  persistently  stayed 
close  to  what  we  believed  may  have  been  a  nest  started  by  crows  or  by  the  owls 
themselves.  There  is  speculation  here  as  neither  observer  had  noted  the  nest 
previously  although  the  grove  had  been  "worked”  in  former  years  and  occasionally 
during  the  past  winter,  and  prior  to  the  owl  sightings  Farnan  had  seen  crows  flying 
toward  the  trees  with  nest  building  materials.  A.C.  Bent,  in  Life  Histories  of 
North  American  Birds  of  Prey,  part  2,  1938  indicates  this  species  has  evicted 
crows  from  partially  constructed  nests  but  have  also  been  known  to  build  their  own. 
They  usually  add  to  old  nests  of  other  species,  crows  being  the  most  frequently 
used.  This  particular  nest  was  added  to,  after  we  first  saw  the  birds,  with  twigs 
including  those  of  the  pines  with  some  green  needles  still  attached.  At  no  time 
did  anyone  attempt  to  climb  the  tree  and  study  the  nest  in  fear  we  would  discourage 
their  nesting,  or  later,  affect  the  incubation  of  the  eggs. 


Field  Sparrow 


Song  Sparrow 
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Since  the  nest  location  was  close  to  the  main  roadway,  travelled  by  many 
on  foot  as  well  as  vehicles,  both  observers  felt  that  for  the  birds’  safety  it  was 
not  wise  to  visit  the  site  too  frequently  and  not  report  it  to  too  many  people.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  naturalists  reading  this  article  will  understand  this  latter 
point.  Had  the  species  in  question  not  been  one  of  the  Raptores  or  had  the  nest 
been  in  an  area  where  studies  could  have  been  carried  on  without  the  steady  flow 
of  passers  by  being  aware  of  numerous  observers  frequenting  the  location  then  we 
would  have  reported  it  when  the  birds  finally  started  to  nest.  We  thank  those 
people  who  did  know  of  the  location  for  not  "breaking  the  faith." 

Since  Farnan  lived  quite  close  to  the  area  I  asked  him  to  make  notes  on 
the  birds  including  perching  sites,  positions,  or  any  points  of  interest  he  may 
discern.  Although  I  observed  them  on  a  few  occasions  with  Blayne  the  following 
are  from  his  records .  (Although  the  sexes  were  not  definitely  known  we  presumed, 
and  have  referred  to,  the  larger  bird  as  the  female.) 

March  2l|th,  07.55  hrs.  -  Sighted  one  Long-eared  Owl,  perched  about  six  inches 
east  of,  and  parallel  to  the  nest. 

17.30  hrs.  -  Female  in  same  location,  male  four  feet  higher  and  two  feet  west 
of  the  nest. 

19.00  hrs.  -  Deep  dusk,  neither  bird  present. 

March  25th,  a.m»  -  Both  birds  present.  Both  perched  two  feet  west  of  the  nest, 
facing  north,  one  parallel  to  nest,  other  two  feet  higher. 

P.M,  -  Same  positions. 

March  26th,  a.m.  -  Both  birds  perched  two  feet  west  of  nest  facing  north,  one 

approximately  five  feet  and  other  six  feet  above  nest.  North  wind  swaying  trees. 

17.30  hrs.  -  Birds  8-10  feet  east  of  nest,  12-15  feet  lower  than  in  a.m.  and 
facing  north.  Both  at  same  level  although  on  different  branches.  Change  in 
position  believed  due  to  brisk  north  wind. 

> 

March  29th,  08.00  hrs,  -  While  driving  past  noted  something  different  about  nest 
and  thought  perhaps  one  bird  on  it. 

18.30  hrs.  -  Suspicions  confirmed.  Female  on  nest  facing  north.  Not  wishing 
to  disturb  left  without  locating  male. 

:  .  -  *  i 

April  7th.  -  Female  on  nest  facing  north.  Failed  to  locate  male. 

April  ll+th,  18.00  hrs.  -  Female  on  nest  facing  north.  Male  perched  thirty  feet 
east  of  nest,  twenty  feet  from  ground.  He  flew  into  adjoining  woods  while  I 
was  present. 
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April  15th,  07,30  hrs,  -  Female  on  nest  facing  south.  Male  not  located. 

April  21st.  -  Female  on  nest  facing  north.  Male  not  located.  No  droppings  or 
pellets  under  nest  tree  but  six  of  latter  ten  feet  away. 

April  27th.  -  Tapped  on  tree  and  female  flew  from  nest.  Returned  within  fifteen 
minutes.  Male  not  located. 

May  17th,  -  Sighted  two  downy  young  for  first  time.  Female  on  nest  but  not  over 
young  which  appeared  as  large  as  parent.  Male  not  located. 

May  20th,  08,30  hrs.  Two  immature  and  female  on  nest.  Male  not  located. 

12,00  hrs,-  Two  immature  on  nest,  female  perched  on  branch  about  one  foot  away, 
ivia±e  approximately  twenty  feet  away  in  dense  branches  near  top  of  pines, 

-t  * .  *  t  -  _  .  t  '  • 

May  26th,  18,00  hrs,  -  Both  immatures  out  of  nest.  One  about  twelve  feet  from 
nest  and  fifteen  feet  above.  Other  about  five  feet  above  nest  with  female. 

Male  perched  about  thirty  feet  away. 

June  12th,  18,30  hrs.  -  Could  not  locate  any  birds  in  pines.  Detected  food-begging 
cries  of  immature  and  located  one  in  dense  grove  of  maples  about  one  hundred 
yards  away.  Noted  other  immature  flying.  While  watching,  first  young  took  to 
flight  and  both  flew  in  circular  pattern.  Females  gave  call  from  nearby  -sounded 
like  barking  of  a  distant  dog.  One  immature  flew  towards  her,  other  flew  to  pine 
grove.  Both  fully  feathered  but  still  showing  some  down.  Last  time  noted  al¬ 
though  dense  vegetation  in  surrounding  area  could  easily  shield  from  view. 

Harold  L.  Lancaster,  7  Endicott  Terrace,  Welland,  Ontario,  Canada 


-  The  April  Bird  Count 

In  the  May  1973  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  in  publishing  the  results  of 
the  April  Bird  Count,  the  names  of  the  following  observers  were  inadvertently 
left  out  of  those  who  participated  in  covering  territory  #18. 

The  compilers  extend  apologies  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Letchworth,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Donald  Clark  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Blake  Reeves,  and  belatedly  thank  them  for  their 
cooperation. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Club  Room  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


September  26th 


October  10th 


October  2Uth 


October  ll±th 


"Minnesota  Diary. . .Highlights  of  a  Naturalist's  Adventures" 
Dr.  Walter  J.  Breckenridge,  former  director  of  the  Minnesota 
Museum  of  Natural  History  will  speak  of  his  adventures  with 
wildlife  in  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

”1973  Arctic  Rendezvous  at  Churchill"  -  illustrated  by 
B.O.S.  members."  . '  . 


Annual  Meeting.  Election  of  officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
coming  year.  Program:  "Ornithological  Investigations  on 
St,  Vincent's  Island” Dr.  Robert  Andrle.  In  April  and 
May,  1973,  Bob  and  Patricia  Andrle  were  in  residence  on 
St.  Vincent's  Island  in  the  British  West  Indies  on  a  research 
project  under  the  auspices  of  the  International  Council  Of 
Bird  Preservation  to  study  the  breeding  biology  of  several 
species  of  birds  endemic  to  that  island.  Illustrated  with 
slides. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

« . 

October  Bird  Count.  Allen  Valentine,  leader.  Call  leader 
at  632-0637  for  assignment  of  territory.  Note  change  of 
date  to  avoid  conflict  with  Annual  Meeting  of  American 
Ornithologists  Union  in  Massachusetts  to  commence  on  October 
7th,  the  original  scheduled  date  for  this  count. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day 
of  the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Robert  M.  Wagner,  1*323  Circle  Court, 
Williams ville,  New  York  11*221. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lincoln  E.  Crone, 

838  Union  Road,  West  Seneca,  New  York  II4.22I4.. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.23  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $3*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  11*217 
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The  pleasant  weather  continued  throughout  August  with  the  highest  tempera 
tur€£  of  the  summer  being  recorded  during  the  last  week  of  the  month#  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  was  71*8  degrees,  3.4  degrees  above  the  mean;  rainfall 
measured  2.98  inches,  0.0?  inches  below  normal  for  the  month.  (Meteorological  data 
as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 


Passerine*r.migrants  were  recorded  in  good  numbers  following  the  passage  of 
a  cold  front  on  the  21st  and  22nd  of  the  month.  The  shorebird  migration  was  also 
rewarding  with  a  good  variety  of  species  including  a  number  of  Western  Sandpipers, 
five  in  one  flock  ai>  Erie  Beach  on  the  28th.  58  Turkey  Vultures  were  counted  roost¬ 

ing  in  trees  at  Stafford's  Pond  in  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area  in  the 
Town  of  Alabama  on  the  13th,  giving  some  indication  of  the  abundance  of  this  bird 
in  this  vicinity.  The  highlight  of  the  month  was  the  first  acceptable  record  of 
the  Cinnamon  Teal  for  the  B.O.S.  study  area  reported  by  Harold  Axtell  on  the  15th. 

The  bird,  a  male  in  eclipse  plumage,  was  observed  at  the  Old  Times  Beach  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  most  attractive  area  for  waterfowl  in  the  Greater  Buffalo  area. 

Six  Egyptian  Geese  were  reported  there  on  the  24th. 

The  nesting  of  White-throated  Sparrows  in  Cathedral  Park  in  downtown 
Buffalo,  reported  in  these  pages  in  the  August  issue  of  The  Protho notary ,  ended 
on  a  note  of  tragedy.  On  August  2nd,  the  nest, containing  the  second  brood  of  young, 
was  found  destroyed  with  no  trace  of  its  contents  or  the  brooding  female.  On  the 
fourth  of  August,  Dr.  Robert  Andrle  and  Arthur  Clark  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
banded  two  of  the  three  fledged  young  of  the  first  brood.  The  adult  male  was  seen 
for  the  last  time  on  this  date.  On  August  13th,  only  one  young  bird  was  still  in 
the  vicinity  and  it  could  not  be  located  after  that  date. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 


105 


Vol.  39,  No.  9 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  i  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Aug. 

1 

2 

Dewittville , Chaut • Lake 

Sundell , Swanson 

D*rcr,  Cormorant 

It 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  s 

Great  Egret 

It 

5 

2 

Cayuga  Pool , Iroquois.  -NWRAndrles ,  Axtell  s 

« 

13 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Axtell 

B-cr.  Night  Heron 

19 

8,31 

3,1 

Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Andrle 

II 

28 

1 

Mud  Lake, Port  Colb or ne 

, 

• 

Ont 

•  Andrle ,Amadons 

Mute  Swan 

ft 

24 

1 

Ellicott  Creek  Tonawanda Karla k 

Gadwall 

It 

4-31 

1-6 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle, et.al. 

Pintail 

It 

11 

2 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle, et  al. 

It 

15 

1 

Prendergast  Point, 

Chaut. L. 

Sundell 

Green-w.  Teal 

"25,26.31 

14,5 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle ,  Schaf  f  ner ,  Clarl 

II 

28 

1 

Mud  Lake, Port  Colborne 

Ont . 

Andrle , Amadons 

ft 

30 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem.puffaloAndrle 

*Cinnamon  Teal 

It 

15F 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Axtell 

American  Widgeon 

VI 

4-31 

1-6 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle , Schaf f ner, 

Valentine , Mitchell 

"13 

,16,19  1 

ad,,6Y0  Times  Beach, Ekffalo 

Andrle 

ti 

30 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem.,  Buff alo  And rle 

Shove ler 

H 

23,31 

1,2 

Times  Beach, Buff alo 

Andrle, et  al. 

Redhead 

it 

11-28 

1-3 

Times  Beach, Buff alo 

Andrle, et  al. 

Greater  Scaup 

u 

• 

1 

1 

Mayville , Chaut • Lake 

Sundell , Swanson 

Lesser  Scaup 

It 

1 

1 

Mayville , Chaut . Lake 

Sundell , Swanson 

Old squaw 

ft 

1 

1 

Times  Beach, Buff alo 

Andrle  s 

Ruddy  Duck 

It 

1-15 

1 

Mayville , Chaut . Lake 

Sundell , Swanson 

Hooded  Merganser 

It 

31 

1 

Times  Beach, Buff alo 

Andrle, et  al. 

Turkey  Vulture 

It 

11 

2 

Wainfleet  Bog, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

II 

13 

58 

Stafford’s  Pond 

Axtell 

(on 

dead 

trees  in  early  morning) 
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Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

Aug 

.  2 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

h 

1,1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

1! 

25  ’ 

1  Town  of  Scio 

Burtons 

Osprey 

n 

25F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Black-bell,  Plover 

•  I 

.  16 

29  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

S undell, Axtell 

Whimbrel 

II 

23 

1  Times  Beach, 'Buffalo 

Andrle 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

II 

26 

7  Prendergast  Pt,,Chaut. 

L.  Sundell 

it 

30 

1  ^orest  Lawn  Cem. , Buffalo  Andrle 

miiet 

II 

11-31 

l-°  Times  Beacu, Buffalo 

Andrle , Mitchell , 

Sunde 11 , Axte 11s 

’  J  ‘  l  ' 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

...  .  *-t 

.  •  .  *  -  *  .*•  ( 

Valentine 

Red  Knot 

II 

16F 

8  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Sundell ,  Axtells , 

-•  . 

,  •  .  >  ■ 

Benham 

n 

19 

4  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Mitchell 

.  -  ?  '* 

n 

20 

11  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle ,et.  al. 

If 

25 

23  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Schaf f ner, Clark 

Baird* s  Sandpiper 

II 

19F 

1  Buckhorn  Island  Park 

Andrle, et  al. 

ii 

25 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Schaff ner , Clark 

Short-b,  Dowitcher 

it 

16 

5  Ft,  Erie,  Ont. 

Valentine 

II 

19-22 

1  Pre nde  rga  s t  Pt  • , Chaut • 

L,  Sundell 

ti 

25 

3  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

* Stilt  Sandpiper 

It 

3F,31 

1,2  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

A,ndrle 

*Weetern  Sandpiper* 

ii 

l6F, 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Axtells , Sundell 

•1 

17 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Axtell 

It 

20,28 

1,5  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Andrle, et  al. 

II 

31 

2  Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Clark, Schaf f ner 

Laughing  Gull  ' 

ii 

28 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle , Amadons 

*F ranklin-*  s  Gkll 

II 

25F 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Schaff  ne  r , Clark 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

ii 

13 

3  Peace  Bridge , Buffalo 

Axtell 

Little  Gull 

17F.28.31 

1,2,2  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle ,et  al. 

H 

.  25 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo  . 

Schaf f  ne  r , Clark 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

.1.5 

1  Lighthouse  Point, Chaut 

,,L.  Sundell 

ti 

16 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Sund ell, Axte 11 

it 

25 

1  Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Schaff ner, Clark 

II 

.  29 

1  Lake wood, Chaut,  Lake 

Sundell 

Black  Tern 

If 

16 

60  Ft.  Erie,  Ont, 

Valentine 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

11 

2  Wainfleet  Bog,  Ont, 

Anderle,  et  al. 

Red-meaded  Woodpecker* 

II 

5 

1  Blood's  Pond,  Batavia 

Btickland 

II 

19 

1  Navy  Island 

Andrle ,  et  al , 

ii 

25 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

28 

1  Lakeside  Cem, , Hamburg 

Andrle , Amadons 

Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 

II 

29F 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Cliff  Swallow 

II 

13 

55  E.  Shelby  Rd,,0ak  Orchard  Axtell 

<C 

r\  -.4 


10  7 


Vol,  39 »  No.  9  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Tufted  Titmouse 

Aug. 

1-31 

1-2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-br .. Nuthatch 

If 

1 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Carolina  Wren 

•i 

1 

4,1 

Bemus  Point, Stow 

Sundell , Swanson 

5,6,10,25*31 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

If 

8 

1 

Shelton  Square , Buffalo 

Andrle ,  dark 

If 

12 

1 

Fore stvi lie 

Andrle, et  al. 

11 

22 

1 

Chautauqua 

Sundell 

Mockingbird 

If 

2 

1 

Blood's  Pond, Batavia 

Buckland 

Swainson's  Thrush 

If 

12F 

1 

Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentine 

Eastern  Bluebird 

If 

5 

2 

Tonawanda  Indian  Reser- 

vation 

Axtells 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

II 

24F 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

If 

5 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

II 

15 

1 

Meyer  Rd.,West  Seneca 

Clark, Wade 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

II 

5 

..  1 

Cedar  St., Akron  v 

Axtells 

Tennessee  Warbler 

II 

5F 

1 

Tonawanda  Indian  Reser- 

vation 

Axtells 

II 

24 

2 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Magnolia  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Cape  May  Warbler 

II 

25F 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Myrtle  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Cerulean  Warbler 

If 

5 

2 

Cedar  St., Akron 

Axtells 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

II 

24F 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

It 

24F 

2 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

28F 

2 

Lakeside  Cem. , Hamburg 

Andrle , Amadons 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

24F 

.  1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Wi  1  s  on '  s  TWarble  r 

II 

31F 

1 

Lakeside  Cem., Hamburg 

Andrle 

Canada  Warbler 

II 

30F 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

House  Finch 

1-31 

6-8 

Town  of  Amherst 

Ward 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

"2,4,8,13  3 

,3,l,lSh<4ton  Square , Buffalo 

Andrle, et  al. 

II 

3-7 

1 

Pose  Hill  Rd • , Ont . 

Axtells 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year. 

.  254 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  recorded 

this  issue  .••••. 

Total  to  date 

259 

NESTING  STUDIES  ON  THE  B.O.S.  WILDLIFE  REFUGE  -  1972 

by  Cynthia  Millard 

At  8:30  a. in.  on  April  8th,  1972,  a  very  -  cold  but  sunny  day,  I  became 
acquainted  for  the  first  time  with  the  Ornithological  Society's  sanctuary  on  Love  Rd. 
on  Grand  Island.  At  that  time  I  was  escorted  through  the  area  by  Walter  and 
Harriette  Klabunde  and  I  recall  Dr.  Klabunde  pointing  put  a  Hairy  Woodpecker,  a 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  and  eight  forlorn  looking  robins  huddled  together  on  the 
ground  trying  to  catch  sdme  warmth  from  the  sun's  rays.  By  late  afternoon,  when 
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I  returned  with  some  bread  and  raisins,  the  robins  had  dispersed  and  were  found 
separately  foraging  in  moist  areas  where  the  sun  had  penetrated  the  snow  covering 
the  landscape. 

Two  weeks  later,  On  April  23rd,  after  a  prolonged  warm  spell  and  much 
rain,  the  fields  were  filled  with  migrants  and  I  found  my  first  nest.  Thus  com¬ 
menced  a  season  of  studying  the  nesting  summer  residents  on  the  sanctuary. 

For  the  first  several  weeks,  nest  finding  was  comparatively  easy  but 
as  the  trees  and  shrubbery  came  into  full  leaf  and  the  first  swarms  of  mosquitos 
filled  the  air,  it  not  only  became  a  physically  more  difficult  task  to  find  a  nest 
but  sometimes  I  could  not  re-locate  an  old  one!  In  spite  of  many  birds  vocally 
announcing  the  presence  of  their  nests,  it  was  extremely  frustrating  to  crawl 
through  underbrush  and  thickets  in  painstaking  searching  only  to  come  up  with  nothing 
The  birds,  meanwhile,  were  telling  me  that  indeed  there  was  nest  or  young  in  the 
near  vicinity.  I  recall  one  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  nest  which  I  could  not  locate 
until  after  it  had  been  vacated  by  its  occupants. 

Sometime  in  the  course  of  these  field  studies  I  stopped  thinking  of  the 
Refuge  impersonally  as  a  piece  of  real  estate  owned  by  the  Society  and  I  came  to 
regard  it  as  my  sanctuary.  Each  visit  seemed  to  reveal  another  of  the  myriad  forms 
rf  living  creatures  which  abounded  there.  I  was  fascinated  by  the  numbers  and 
colors  of  the  snakes  I  encountered  during  my  first  visits.  Another  time  I  was 
struck  by  the  profusion  of  butterflies.  Late  in  the  summer,  the  mosquito  hordes 
abated  and  were  replaced  by  sandflies.  Spiders  with  intricate  patterns  marking 
their  abdomens  spun  their  webs  every  few  feet  along  the  paths. 

Following  is  a  list  of  birds  which  I  saw  and/or  heard  during  the  course 
of  my  study  but  whose  nests  could  not  be  located:  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Phoebe, 
Chipping  Sparrow,  Starling,  Killdeer,  Flicker,  Mallard,  Barn  Swallow  and  Red-tailed 
Hawk.  There  were  of  course  many  sightings  of  migrants  which  do  not  nest  in  these 
latitudes  and,  on  a  few  occasions,  birds  or  their  songs  which  I  could  not  positively 
identify.  I  recall  that  on  one  occasion  in  the  spring,  the  trees  were  filled  with 
warblers  and  other  small  passerine  migrants  only  a  few  of  which  I  could  identify. 

All  through  the  late  spring  and  early  summer  I  heard  a  cuckoo  calling  west  of  the 
swampy  ground  in  the  refuge.  There  was  one  pair  of  field  sparrows  which  concealed 
their  nest  so  effectively  that  I  never  could  find  it.  I  saw  a  large  family  of 
chickadees  so  I  know  that  there  was  at  least  one  successful  nesting  of  this  species. 

I  saw  at  least:,  one  Mourning  Dove  and  discovered  many  empty  nests  which  I  believed 
were  constructed  by  birds  of  this  species.  I  heard  a  Woodcock  and  flushed  it  sever¬ 
al  times  without  ever  getting  a  satisfactory  look  at  it.  I  saw  and  heard  a  Wood 
Thrush  many  times  and  came  upon  a  young  bird.  Dr.  Alan  Reckhow,  who  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  this  study,  and  I  found  a  total  of  ninety-five  nests,  including  those 
constructed  in  five  nest  boxes  on  'the  refuge.  Those  which  were  active  and  which 
could  be  identified  as  to  species  of  bird  constructing  them  are  listed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing,  pages.  The  accompanying  map  was  drawn  by  Dr.  Klabunde  to  illustrate  his  article 
in  The  Prothonotary  on  the  Refuge  in  March  1966  (vol.  32 :3»pp. 37-39) •  The  drawing 
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does  not  include  the  700'  by  30*  entrance  right-of-way  from  Love  Road  where  no 
studies  were  conducted.  The  numbers  1  -  13  indicate  the  distance  from  east  to 
west  and  north  to  south  in  hundreds  of  feet  around  the  fence  line.  These  are 
used  to  designate  ,any  nest  on  the  refuge  and  some  to  the  east,  of  our  property 
line,  by  showing  first  the  east-west  number  and  then  the  north-south  number. 

Thus  the  center  of  the  pond  would  read  2. 0-8, 2.  Using  this  decimal  system  it 
is  possible  to  define  any  location  within  ten  feet.  Any  spot  on  the  right-of-way 
from  Love  Road  would  simply  be  indicated  by  N6  to  N13  with  no  east-west  reference 
needed • 


SPIECES 

LOCATION 

HEIGHT  OF  NEST 

PLANT  OR  STRUCTURE 

REMARKS 

SUPPORTING  NEST 

E.  BLUEBIRD 

8S  on  east  border  3  l/2  ft. 

Nest  box  on  post 

4/23-5/1-1  egg 
5/5-  5  eggs; 

Both  adults  in 
Area.  5/9-5/13- 
Adult  Brooding. 
5/17  -One  adult 
flew  from  box. 

No  eggs; one  re¬ 
cently  hatched. 
Young  bird  dead 
on  ground. 

HOUSE  WREN 

Same  as  above 

As  above 

As  above 

c  rr 

5/26  -  1  egg; 

5/ 27-  2  eggs; 
,5/29-  4  eggs; 
6/6-6/11-  6  eggs 
6/15-  6Y 

6/17-  Empty. 

HOUSE  WREN 

Same  as  above 

As  above 

As  above 

6/28  -  7/2-2  egg 
7/23  -  Empty 

HOUSE  WREN 

Same  as  above 

As  above 

* 

7/30-  2  eggs; 
8/13--6  eggs 
8/26-  6Y, parents 
scolding,  young 
feathered. 

9/13-  empty. 

HOUSE  WREN 

9S,1W 

3-1/2  Ft. 

Nest  Box  on  post 

7/4-  2  eggs; 
7/23-  Nest  ma¬ 
terials  pulled 
out,  Box  top  un¬ 
latched,  Not 
used  again. 
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SPECIES  .  LOCATION  HEIGHT  OF  NEST  PUNT  OR  STRUCTURE  REMARKS 

•  -  SUPPORTING  NEST 

■  t  ..  •  *  .  ■  ■  }  '  * 

HOUSE  WREN  N1  3  l/2  Ft.  Jest  box  on  post  5/21-  1  egg; 

5/25-  5  eggs; 

5/2 6-  1  egg 
Many  feathers 
in  box,  top  un¬ 
latched  ) 

■  :  5/27-5/29-2--  g£3-; 

(discarded  snake 
skin  lying  on 
top  of  eggs. ) 
6/6-6/15-  Seggs; 

6 / 17-empty ; 6/28 
-1  egg;  7/2- 

5  eggs;7/4- 

6  eggs; 7/23- 
|  Jggs  (top 
unlashed) ; 

7/30-  empty. 


HOUSE 

WREN 

sil,W3 

3  1/2  ft. 

Nest  box  on  Post 

6/28-  1  egg; 

7/2-  5  eggs; 

7/4-  6  eggs; 
7/23-  empty 

HOUSE 

WREN 

N3.5 

31/2  ft. 

Nest  box  on  post 
(Only  half  of  top 
intact) 

5/26-  4  eggs; 
5/29-  7  eggs; 
6/6-  7  eggs 
(brooding) ; 

6/8-  6  eggs,lY; 
6/10-  7Y 

6/17-  empty. 

Nest  torn  apart. 

BROWN 

THRASHER 

13s, 1W 

1 

4  ft. 

Hawthorne 

4/28-  1  egg; 
4/29-  1  egg, Par- 

ent  brooding; 
5/1-  3  eggs; 

5 /5-5 / 13-Parent 
brooding ; 

5/17-  3Y 
5/ 21-  At  least 
2  feathered 
young . 

5/26-  Empty. 


Ill 
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.S.  Wildlife  Refuge  -  Z9?2 

"  cont. 

SPECIES 

LOCATION 

HEIGHT  OF 

NEST  PLANT  OR  STRUCTURE 
SUPPORTING  NEST 

REMARKS 

BROWN  THRASHER 

S13 

2  ft. 

Hawthorne 

5/9-5/l7-4eggs; 
5/ 21-  empty* 

BROWN  THRASHER 

N8  (East  of 
property  line) 

3  ft. 

Hawthorne 

5/29-  at  least 

2  Y,  fully 
feathered; 

6/6- Nest  empty, 
intact. 

BRCW%.  THRASHER 

S11,2,W4 

4  ft. 

Did  not  record 

6/6-  1  egg; 

6/10-  4  eggs; 
Brooding ; 

6/17-  empty. 

ROBIN 

On  pole  S  of  ION,  20  ft. 
right  side  of  path 

Apple  tree 

5/9“5/26- brood¬ 
ing.  No  activity 
after  6/6. 

ROBIN 

3N 

5  ft. 

Deciduous  tree 

4/28-5/9-4  eggs' 
5/13-  4Y; 
5/17-5/21-4Y 
(feathered) ; 
5/26-nest  empty. 

ROBIN 

4N,3W  10  ft. 

•  *  M 

Deciduous  tree 

4/29-5/5-3  eggs; 
5/9-  4  eggs 
(brooding) ; 
5/17-at  least 

1  egg,2Y; 
5/21-5/29-  4Y, 

feathered ; 

6 /6-nest  empty. 

ROBIN 

100'  w 

1  1/2  ft. 

In  small  evergreen 

4/28-5/5-3  eggs; 
•5/9-nest  on 
ground-replaced ; 
5/ll-eggs  cold 
*0  touch, nest 
abandoned. 

ROBIN 

30'  east  of 

N5 

3  ft. 

Hawthorne 

5/5-1  egg; 5/9- 
4  eggs, brooding : 
5/13-2  cracked 

(continued  on  next  page)  eggs  on  ground, 
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SPECIES 

ROBIN  (cont.) 

ROBIN 

ROBIN 

ROBIN 

ROBIN 

ROBIN 


LOCATION  HEIGHT  OF  NEST  PLANT  OR  STRUCTURE  REMARKS 

SUPPORTING  NEST. 

2  cracked  eggs 
in  nest.  Robin 
feathers  strewn 
around ; adult 
apparently 
caught  by  preda¬ 
tor  while  brood¬ 
ing. 


N1,W3  3  ft.  Crabapple  Tree 


20*  east  of  SI  1  l/2  ft. 


12S,6W 


7  l/2  ft.  Fruit  tree 

(Apple? ) 


SIT  of  pond  4  ft. 


Evergreen 


Roof  beam  of  50  ft,  from 
abandoned  barn  ground 
east  of  refuge 


5/5-  3  eggs; 

5/9-  4  eggs; 
5/13-  4  eggs i 
brooding ; 

5/17-  1  egg,lY; 
5/ 21-  empty. 

. 5/5-5/9-4  eggs; 
5/13-5/17-41; 
5/21-  3 Y, fully 
feathered; 
5/2o-nest  empty. 

5/ 21-  1  egg; 
6/l0-at  least. 

3  Y. 

6 /28-empty. 

5/11-3  eggs, also 
1  broken  egg  ly¬ 
ing  on  ground; 
5/13-  3  eggs; 
5/17-  2  eggs; 
5/29-  2  Y; 
6/6>-nest  empty, 

5/l3-adult  tak¬ 
ing  food  to  nest 
5/l?-5/21-un- 
able  to  check, 
children  killing 
bats  in  barn; 
5/29  -nest  intact 
but  no  activity 
around  it. 


y 
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SPECIES  LOCATION  HEIGHT  OF  NEST  PUNT  OR  STRUCTURE  REMARKS 


ROBIN 


ROBIN 


ROBIN 


ROBIN 


TREE  SWALLOW 


12.5  S 


E.  of  refuge 


7  ft. 

8  ft. 


"  SUPPORTING  NES: 


Deciduous  tree 


Deciduous  tree 


50*  east  of 
SI 


8  ft. 


Hawthorne 


30'  W  a  Ur,  approx-  Approx.  10  fit.  Not  recorded 
imately  9N 


COMMON  GRACKLE  E  at  7N 


S11,W3 


15  ft. 


3  1/2  ft. 


Hawthorne 


Nest  box  on  posit 


5/21-  3  eggs; 
.5/26-  empty. 

5/ 29-  3  eggs; 
6/6-6/10-  3Y; 
6/l7-  1Y  in  nest 
1  fledged  in 
nearby  tree; 

6 /28-nest  empty c 

6/6-6/l7-3eggs; 
6/28-3Y, feather¬ 
ed;  7/4-nest 
empty. 

6/ 10-  4  egg s; 
7/30-  Nest  empty 

5/9-  4  eggs; 
5/17-  at  least. 

'2  eggs. 

5/26-adult  brooc 
ing; 

5/29-  3  eggs; 
6/6-  6  eggs; 
6/8-3  eggs; 
6/10-2  eggs  on 
ground  under 
nest  box  -  one 
with  3  puncture 
holes  in  smell. 


To  be  concluded  in  October  issue. 

>  .  ...  . 

MOTES 

~  1  >  :  *  t  ’  x 

Dues  are  due!  Please  send  payment  of  dues  for  membership  to  our  new 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley  at  760  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y., postal 
zone  14301.  As  noted  previously  in  these  pages,  ait  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
the  Bmffalo  Ornithological  Society  on  April  23rd,  1973  it  was  decided  to  increase 
the  subscription  price  of  The  Prothonotary  to  $5«00  annually  effective  October  1st, 
1973  to  cover-  rising  production  costs  and  prevent  further  deficits.  Therefore  dues 
and  subscription  cosit  for  individual  members  totals  $8,00  for  the  year-  1974. 
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OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL  MEMBERS,  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


1973  -  1974 

Mr.  Harold  Mitchell 
Mr.  Allen  Valentine 
Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 
Mr s .  J ohn  0 ' Malley 
Mr.  William  Vaughan 
Mrs.  David  Bigelow 
Miss  Margaret  Wendling 
Dr.  Robert  Andrle 
Miss  Frances  Rew 
.-Miss  Marie  Wendling 


HONORARY  PRESIDENT 
PRESIDENT 
VICE  PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 

RECORDING  SECRETARY 
CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 
LIBRARIAN 
STATISTICIANS: 

CUSTODIAN  OF  RECORDS 


Term  Expires  1974: 

Mrs.  Clarence  Rote 
Mr.  Joseph  Thill* 
Mr.  William  Vaughan 


Council  Members 

,  *  .  .t 

Term  Expires  1975? 

Mr.  Richard  Byron 
Judge  James  Moore 
Mss  Frances  Rew 


Term  Expires  1976 

Mrs.  Lincoln  Crone 
Dr.  Alan  Reckhow 
Mr.  Gail  Seamans 

Paul  Benham 


*  -  elected  to  fill  two  year  unexpired  term  of  Mr 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Club  Room  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


November  14th 


November  11th 


November  17th 


Sound  film  on  Osprey  Conservation  Project  at  Fletcheir 
Pond,  Alpina  County,  Michigan,  presented  by  Mr •  Allen 
Valentine,  B.O.S.  president-elect,  itfho  participated  in 
this  project  while  a  member  .of  the  Audubon  Society  in 
the  State  of  Michigan.  . 1 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Niagara  Loop,  fleet  at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to 
Peace  Bridge  at  700  a.m,  Richard  Byron,  leader 
(tel,  652-3887) 

t  :  .  -  „ 

Saturday  trip  to  Chautauqua  Lake  and  other  sites 
of  ornithological  interest  in  Chautauqua  County. 
Frances  Rew, leader  (tel. 822-0342) .  Meet  at  tie 
Seneca  Mall  in  front  of  the  William  Hengerer  Co. 
department  store  at  8:00  a.m.  Note:  Because  of  the 
considerable  distance  to  be  traveled,  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  stopping  for  supper  after  the  trip  should 
contact  the  leader. 
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November  25th  Niagara  Loop.  Field  trip  to  be  led  by  Mr.  Gus  Yaki  of  Niaga -a 

Falls,  Ont.  Those  members  planning  on  attending  from  the 
Buffalo  area  should  assemble  at  Vermont  Street  and  Busti 
Avenue  at  7:30  a.m.  Further  details  in  next  issue. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  -  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Robert  M,  Wagner,  4325  Circle  Court, 
Williamsville ,  New  York  14221. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley  at 
?60  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14301. 

Available  at  $.25  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

$5.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  3 6  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


1573 - NUMBER  10 

THE  MONTH 

The  extremely  hot  weather  which  characterized  the  last  week  of  August 
continued  into  September  with  temperatures  for  the  first  five  days  of  the  month 
averaging  14°  above  normal.  Slightly  cooler  weather  followed  thunderstorms  on 
the  6th  producing  the  first  nocturnal  passerine  flight  of  consequence  and  44  birds 
of  fourteen  species  were  picked  up,  dead  or  mortally  injured,  at  the  base  of  the 
VJGR  and  WKBW  television  towers  on  high  elevations  in  southern  Erie  County  on  that 
date  by  Arthur  Clark,  Temperatures  for  the  remainder  of  the  month  were  seasonal 
with  northerly  winds  on  the  8th,  9th  and  10th,  on  the  12th  and  13th  and  on  the  28th 
and  29th  precipitating  good  movements  of  migrating  birds.  On  the  28th,  this  writer 
counted  fifteen  migrants,  predominantly  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers,  dead  on  the  side¬ 
walks  beloiT  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank  building  in  downtown  Buffalo,  On  that  date 
Barbara  Dodge  recorded  a  heavy  kill  at  the  WGR  and  WKBW  television  towers  with  104 
birds  of  thirty- six  species  recovered. 

The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  61,7° *  0,3°  above  the  mean. 
Rainfall  measured  1,44  inches,  a  departure  of  1,69  inches  below  the  norm,  (Meteor¬ 
ological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,) 

The  reader's  attention  is  called  to  the  note  by  Robert  Andrle  in  this 
issue  describing  the  hawk  migration  at  Hawk  Cliff,  Port  Stanley,  Ontario,  on  Septem¬ 
ber  14th.,  at  which  this  writer  was  privileged  to  be  present.  Port  Stanley  is  on 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  approximately  190  miles  from  the  Peace  Bridge  where, 
with  favorable  meteorological  conditions,  some  of  the  most  spectacular  migrations 
of  Sharp-shinned  and  Broad-winged  Hawks  in  North  America  have  been  recorded.  Local 
birders  are  well  advised  to  study  weather  forecasts  in  the  second  and  third  weeks 
of  September  to  pinpoint,  if  possible,  the  cold  front  which  will  precipitate  one  of 
these  flights  and  be  present  at  one  of  the  most  memorable  bird  watching  adventures 
imaginable , 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 


F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario**  (B.O.S.,  19&5)  has  heen  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 
Great  Egret 


B.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Whistling  Swan 

Canada  Goose 


Gadwall 


Northern  Shove ler 
Redhead 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scatip 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

Red-should,  Hawk 
Broad-w,  Hawk 


Sept 

.  11 

1 

f» 

23 

3 

If 

25 

4 

II 

27,29 

4 

II 

12 

1 

II 

27F,29 

1 

II 

24 

150 

II 

25 

250 

II 

27 

2000 

It 

27,29 

12 

II 

12 

2 

II 

25 

4 

If 

25 

2 

If 

8 

9 

II 

27 

1 

If 

15 

3 

It 

17 

1 

II 

23,27,29 

18 

II 

2 

1 

It 

23 

1 

If 

5,10 

1 

II 

21 

1 

II 

24 

1 

II 

3 

2 

It 

5,21 

1,2 

If 

7,29 

1 

Over  Hamburg 
Iroquois  NWR, Cayuga 

Pool 

Iroquois  NWR, Cayuga 

Pool 

Ir oquoi s ' NWR .  Cayuga 

Pool 

Tifft  St., Buffalo 
Iroquois  NWR .Ring- 
neck  Pond 
Over  Buffalo 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR, School- 
house  Pond 
Times  Beach, Buffalo 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Times  Beach, Buffalo 
Times  Beach, Buffalo 
Times  Beach, Buffalo 
Off  Bajr  View, Hamburg 
Iroquois  .NWR, Cayuga 

Pond 

Town  of  New  Hudson 

Port  Colborne,0nt. 

Cuba 

Belmont 

Alfred 

Alfred 

Town  of  New  Hudson 
Town  of  Birdsall 


Bourne 

Me  Kales,  Wagner 

Mite  ell,  Wright 

Klabundes 

Andrle 

Klabundes 
Me Kales 

Mitchell , Wright 
Klabundes 

Klabunde  s 
Andrle  s 

Mitchell,  Wright 
Mi t erne 11 ,  Wri ght 
Andrle s 
Andrle s 
Valentine 
Bourne 

Wagner , Klabunde  s 
Burtons 

Mitchell,  et  al 

Burtons 

Burtons 

Klingensmith: 

Klingensmith 

Burtons 

Burtons 
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Osprey 

M 

4,6,15 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Merlin 

tl 

1-3F 

1 

Town  of  Evans, South- 

west  Blvd. 

Bourne 

^Golden  Plover 

tf 

20F 

1 

Near  Lake  View  Air- 

port , Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

23 

13 

Lakeside  Sod  Farm, 

Clarence 

Me Kales 

ft 

25 

18 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell,  Wright 

Black- be 11.  Plover 

It 

15 

20 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Valentine 

Willet 

ft 

1 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Patter son, Valentine 

n 

3 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle  v - ' 

Red  Knot 

it 

1,9,15  2 

,7,1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Valentine , Patterson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

II 

1,6 

14 

Prendergast  Pt.,Chaut.L.  Sundell 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

tf 

6 

1 

Near  Sherman 

Elder kin 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

ft 

1,9,15  6 

,2,1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Valentine,  Patterson 

tt 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell , Wright 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

ft 

3,8 

4,2 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

Sanderling 

tt 

23 

125 

Canadian  Shore fL. Erie  Mitchell,et  al. 

Franklin's  Gull 

tt 

18 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Little  Gull 

n 

1,9,15  1 

,3,1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Valentine , Patterson 

tt 

3,8,12  1 

,2,1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle , 

tt 

3 

1 

Bird  Island, Buffalo 

Andrle 

tt 

15 

1 

Bay  View, Hamburg  ' 

Bourne 

Caspian  Tern 

tf 

25 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

2? 

1 

La  ke wo  od , Chautauqua  L •  Sund ell 

C.  Nighthajrfk.  ■ 

ft 

.4 

67 

Moving  west  over 

■  w  ■  ■ 

Snyder 

Mitchell  -  - 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

ii 

30L 

•  1, 

Snyder 

DeKleine 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

n 

2 

1 

Lakeside  Cemetery, 

*  *• 

Hamburg 

Andrle 

It 

12 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Andrle 

E.Wood  Pewee 

n 

29  L 

3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Rough-w,  Swallow 

n 

25 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell ,  Wright 

Barn  Swallow 

tt 

25L 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell,  Wright 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ft 

1-30 

1-2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

.  } 

ft 

4 

3 

Grand  Island, BCS'WR 

Klabundes 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tf 

4 

1 

Grand  Island, BOSWR 

Klabundes 

tt 

13,16 

1,1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

,  V 

ii 

23 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

tt 

28-30 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Brown  Creeper 

ft 

12F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Winter  Wren 

It 

,  23F 

lv 

.Barcelona 

Sundell 

tt 

24 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

1-30 

1-2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

,i 

1,3,23 

1, 

Barcelona  * 

Sundell 

Hermit  Thrush 

ft 

28F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

tt 

4F 

1 

Grand  Island , BOSWR 

IClabunde  s 
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Gray-ch.  Thrush  Sept. 

13 

1 

Ejggertsville 

Me Kales 

II  ■*-. 

""  23 

-  r  1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

« 

•  1 

25 

1 

Alfred (killed  at  micro- 

wave  tower)  Klingen smith 

Veery 

■If'/; 

5 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

ft 

21F- 

2 

EggertSville 

Me Kales 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tl  ’ 

'  13F 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Water  Pipit 

It 

2?F 

2 

Gre enhuv^ Chautauqua  L •  Sunde 11 

Solitary  Vireo 

•  I 

4F 

'  1 

Grand  Island  B0SWR 

Klabundes 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

If 

3F 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

•  • 

13  ■ 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales  .  , 

ft 

23 

2 

Clarence 

Wagner 

Warbling  Vireo  T 

ft 

23L 

1 

Clarence • 

Wagner 

Black-&-white  Warbler 

ft 

4F 

2 

Grand  Island, B0SWR 

Klabundes 

Tennessee  Warbler 

H 

30 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

If 

2?F 

;  1 

Boston  Valley  Cons.J 

Soci  Bourne 

Nashville  Warbler 

11 

3F 

'  1‘ 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

Ferula  Warbler 

If 

10F,11 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

,  ■ 

ft 

29 

r.v.  2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Yellow  Warbler 

•  1 

i  r 15L 

r 

Times  Beach i Buffalo 

Valentine 

Bl.-thr.Blue  Warbler 

If 

13P 

i 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

II 

•28 

J3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Chestnut-s,  Warbler 

It 

28,29  : 

;  2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

It  ' 

29 

2,3 

Birdsall , SpringBrook  Burtons , Danner 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

ft 

30 

6 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Prairie  Warbler 

It 

23L 

1 

Wificcy  Creek, Tn. Hume  Moore 

Palm  Warbler 

ft 

7F 

2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Ovenbird 

It 

9F 

1 

Times  Beach, Buffalo 

Valentine , Patterson 

*Conn,  Warbler 

«i 

•  19F 

2 

Kickox  Rd.,Eden 

Bourne 

Hooded  Warbler 

ft 

23L 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

Canada  Warbler 

•  1 

29 

2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Northern  Oriole 

ft 

•  14L 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Rusty  Blackbird 

It 

23F 

2 

Canadian  Shore, L. Erie  Mitchell, et  al. 

Scarlet  Tanger 

ft 

30 

3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

House  Finch 

ft 

1-30 

5-6 

Amherst 

Ward 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

ft 

23F 

1 

Barcelona 

Sundell 

White-cr •  Sparrow 

ff 

28F 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

White-thr •  Sparrow 

II 

16  F 

2 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year"  •  •  •  259 
Additional  species, subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  year  •  •  • 

Total  to  date  •••.•••••••••  .............  261 
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NESTING  STUDIES  ON  THE  B.O.S.  WILDLIFE  REFUGE  -  1972 

(part  11) 

by  Cynthia  Millard 

The  following  report  concludes  a  study  of  the  nesting  summer*  resident 
species  of  birds  on  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Wildlife  Refuge  conducted 
by  the  writer  and  Dr.  Alan  Reckhoitf  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1972.  For  in¬ 
troductory  remarks  and  a  partial  list  of  the  species  discovered  nesting  on  this 
property  on  Love  Road,  Grand  Island,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  September  1973 
issue  of  The  Prothonotary  (vol.  39;9rpp.l08  -  114) 


SPECIES  LOCATION  HEIGHT  OF  NEST  PLANT  OR  STRUCTURE  REMARKS 

SUPPORTING  NEST 

RED— W. BLACKBIRD  E  at  3N  2  ft  Hawthorne  4/29—  5/5— 

3  eggs;  5/9— 
5/17  -4  eggs; 
5/26-nest 
empty 

RED-W, BLACKBIRD  in  swamp  5§-  ft.  weeds  5/ 13-  5/17- 

building  nest; 
5/ 21-  3  eggs 

•  +1  cowbird 

egg (removed) ; 
5/25-  4  eggs; 
5/26  -3  eggs 
(brooding) 

.  .?■  5/29-  4  eggs; 

tf/6-  nest 

;  ■  empty 


RED-W.  BLACKBIRD 

25'  W  of  N7 

10  ft. 

Hawthorne 

5/13-  6  eggs; 
6/10-  5  eggs; 
abandoned 

RED-W.  BLACKBIRD 

E  at  N7 

10  ft. 

Hawthorne 

“•  f  ,  *  • 

6/6-  4  eggs; 
6/11-  unable 
to  see  in 
nest  because 
of  foilage. 

RED-W.  BLACKBIRD 

58.25 

wo.  5 

2i  ft 

Sapling 

6/6-  4  eggs; 
6/10-  2  eggs, 
2Y;  6/17-  2Y ; 
7/4- nest 
empty 
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RED-W.  BLACKBIRD 

RED-W .  BLACKBIRD 

SONG  SPARROW 

SONG  SPARROW 

YELLOW  WARBLER 

BALTIMORE  ORIOLE 

BALTIMORE  ORIOLE 

BLUE  JAY 


"Nesting  Studies  On  The  B.O.S.  Wildlife  Refuge  -  1972"  cont. 

LOCATION  HEIGHT  OF  NEST  PLANT  OR  STRUCTURE  REMARKS 

'  ~~  SUPPORTING  NEST 


close  to  road  8  ft.  thicket  6/10-  1Y  on 

tact  of  path  tree  branch, 

1Y  in  nest; 

—  r  ■■■•■■•=*  .  6/ 17-  nest 

■ '■  empty. 


close  to  road  8  ft.  thicket 

east  of  path 


6/17-  at  least 
2  eggs;  6/ 28 
-  empty. 


Sll,  W12.5  On  ground;  only 

small  pile  of 
branches  separate 
from  path. 


5/ 21-  7  eggs, 
brooding ; 
5/26-  6  eggs; 
6/10-  1  egg 
cold  to  touch. 


East  of  N5  On  ground  at  base 

of  hawthorne 


5/29-  4  eggs, 

1  cowbird  egg 
( removed . ) 
Could  not  re¬ 
locate  • 


East  of  N4. 75  2  ft.  Hawthorne 


5/29-  3  eggs, 
brooding ;6/6- 
nest  &  eggs 
gone. 


East  of  S2.5  18  ft. 


On  E.  boundary  30  ft. 
at  N6 


S11.1,W7.2  4-|  ft. 


Maple  tree  5/29-6/17- 

both  birds  at 
nest;  6/28- 
nest  destroyed 
by  tropical 
storm  Agnes 

Maple  tree  6/6  -  6/ll- 

Oriole  in  area 
6/17  -bird 
flew  to  nest 
a  few  times 
as  if  carry- 
r  .  ing  food. 

deciduous  tree  6/10-  5  Y; 

6/l7-at  least 
2  large  Y. 
Could  not  re¬ 
locate 
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CATBIRD 

CATBIRD 

CATBIRD 

CATBIRD 

CATBIRD 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

CED.AR  WAXWING 


10  "Nesting  Studies  on  B.O.S.  Wildlife  Refuge  -1972"  cont. 

■  •  ,»  -  ■  ,  •  **.•*•■.  5  ’  «  i 

LOCATION  HEIGHT  OF  NEST  PUNT  OR  STRUCTURE  * 

SUPPORTING  NEST 

S11.0,W8.8  5  ft.  Haxrthorne  6/10-  3  eggs; 

,  6/28-  empty, 

intact . 


S10.9,W9.5 


Si2'.0,W12.0 


N1.?,W3.0 


5  ft.  Hawthorne 


6  ft.  ..  thicket 


6  ft.  deciduous  tree 


6/lO-brooding j 
6/17-at  least 
2  large  young; 
6 /28-empty, 
intact. 

6/10-  3  eggs; 
6/17-  3Y, 

fledged;  6^.28 
-empty . 

6/11-  31: 
6/17-1  fledged 
Y  flew  from 
tree. 


N8.0,  W2.2 


5  ft.  did  not  record 


On  W.  property  15  ft.  deciduous  tree 

N8.0,  W2.2 


8/13-  2Y  flew 
from  nest  onto 
branch  of  tree  t 

8/13-  4  eggs, 
brooding;  8/26 
-  2Y;  9/3- 
one  egg  and 
2  dead  hatch¬ 
lings 


50*  east  of  4  ft. 

property  at 

N3.7 


deciduous  tree  8/26-  3  eggs, 

brooding ;9/4 
.  -9/7-  3Y  in 

nest  concealed 
by  web  of  tent 
caterpillars ; 
9/12-  nest 
empty . 


On  east  property  7  ft.  Hawthorne  8/26-at  least 

15*  east  of  S6.25  ■*'.  4  newly  hatched 

Y:  8/30-9/7- 
3-4Y  in  nest, 
fledged;  9/12 
nest  empty 


-123- 


I  . 
ft 


Volume  39 i  No.  10 

"NESTING  STUDIES 

ON  B.O.S 

.  WILDLIFE  REFUGE  -1972" 

cont. 

SPECIES 

LOCATION  HEIGHT  OF 

NEST  PUNT  OR  STRUCTURE 

REMARKS 

SUPPORTING  NEST 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

13S,  11. 5W 

5i  ft. 

Hawthorne 

9/4-9/7-  4y 

in  nest 

CEDAR  WAXWING 

sio.5.wi.o 

4  ft. 

thicket 

9/3-5  fully 
fledged  young. 
Could  not 
relocate 

A.  GOLDFINCH 

On  east  property 
50'  east  of  N4 

2  ft. 

deciduous  smrub 

8/2 6-  at  least 
4Y;  9/ 3—9/7— 
4Y;  9/12  - 
empty. 

R.-s.  TOWHEE 

1.5N,3.0W 

6  ft. 

thicket 

’  f  •  V  • 

9/3— 9/4-3  egg£ 

cool  to  touch; 
9/17-  4  eggs, 
cool  to  touch; 
nest  taken  by 
Klabundes. 

COMMENT :  More  than  l/3  of  all  nests  discovered  were  beyond  the  property  line  on 
the  east  side  of  the  refuge..  About  10  nests  were  found  on  the:  property  to  the 
west  of  the  refuge.  The  area  west  of  the  woods  on  the  refuge  was  ideal  habitat 
for  birds  but  consisted  for  the  most,  part  of  impenetrable  thicket  and  heavy  haw- 
thorne  growth.  To  seek  out  nests  would  have  necessitated  much  branch  cutting  which 
I  feared  would  invite  predators  to  the  nest  sites.  Of  special  interest  is  my  dis¬ 
covery  of  only  one  active  Yellow  Warbler  nest  with  two  more  apparently  not  in  use. 
This  contrasts  sharply  with  previous  nest  counts  conducted  by  the  Klabundes  Ttfhen 
the  least  number  of  nests  of  this  species  discovered  by  them  in  any  given  year  was 
sixteen! 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Dr.  and  Mrs#  Klabunde 
for  inviting  me  to  participate  in  this  project.  It  was  a  most  enjoyable  learning 
experience . 


68  Marian  Drive,  Tonawanda,  N.Y,  14250 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


- _ _  SURVEY  (FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE) 

Compiled  by  Walter  Klabunde 

This  was  the  seventh  year  that  B.O.S.  members  have  cooperated  with  the 
ureau. of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  in  carrying  out  a  breeding  bird  survey 

plans  and  rules  described  in  Frothonotary,  Vol.  33  No.  10,  pages  123-7 
\  9  7;  and  Vol  34  No.  10  page  112  (1968*7^  This  year  eighteen  of  the  nineteen 
rou  es  are  covered  in  this  report.  Our  thanks  to  the  following  members  who  made 
this  report  possible,  ,  '  , 


Observer 

Gus  Yaki 
Lou  I .  Burton 
Elizabeth  W,  Brooks 
Alice  E .  Ulrich 
Marion  L.  Crone 
Marie  Wendling 
Robert  Andrle 
David  M,  Bigelow 
Paul  Benham 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Stephen  W.  Eaton 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Frances  M,  Rew 
Robert  A.  Sundell 
Robert  Andrle 
Alice  Me Kale 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Stephen  W.  Eaton 


Assistant 

Howard  Margin 
Doris  Burton 
Clarence  Klingensmith 
Marie  Wendling 
Lincoln  Crone 
Margaret  Wendling 
Patricia  Andrle 
Dee  Bigelow 
Mary  Benham 
Walter  Klabunder 
Joseph  Grzybowski 
Walter  Klabunde 
Lois  Buck 

Patricia  Andrle 
Willard  Me Kale 
Walter  Klabunde 
Elian  E.  Eaton 


Route 

Number  &  Name 

0-1 

Dunnville 

0-45 

Phillip's  Creek 

0—46 

Swain 

0-52 

Mt.  Morris 

0-53 

Hamburg: 

0-54 

West  Seneca 

0-55 

Gainsville 

0-56 

Cattarakgus 

0~57 

b  J  n  va 

0-53 

Castile 

0-59 

Randolph 

0-60 

Centerville 

0-61 

Sheridan 

0-62 

Cherry  Hill 

0-63 

Nashville 

0-64 

St.  Johnsburg 

0-65 

E.  Youngstown 

0-111 

S.  Vandalia 

1  for  < 

3ach  species  and  i 

Table  1  summarizes  the  totals  report 
quency  of  detection  by  routes.  The  total  of  112  species  recorded  becomes  the 
lowest  in  the  series  -after  deducting  Bufflehead  as  probable  non-breeding  birds, 
leaving  a  net  of  111,  Total  species  recorded  in  individual  routes  varied  from 
48  to  72  with  the  median  number  at.  55,  the  lowest  in  the  seven  years. 


Four  species  appear  for  the  first  time,  namely,  Cooper's  Hawk,  Brewster's 
Warbler,  Myrtle  Warbler  and  Red  Crossbill.  The  latter  is  especially  interesting 
in  that  it  was  recorded  on  three  routes  (53,  59  &  62),  thus  confirming  the  status 
given  by  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  as  being  extremely  erratic.  The  recording  of 
Myrtle  Warbler  is  also  noteworthy  as  its  breeding  status  has  not  definitely  been 
established.  Pied-billed  Grebe  failed,  to  be  recorded  for  the  first  time.  This 
is  not  significant  inasmuch' as  this  species  has  only  been  observed  on  two  routes 
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and  never  more  than  a  total  of  two. 


A  significant  change  in  the  Status  of  Bank  Swallows  is  apparent.  The 
total  of  21  is  the  lowest  ever  especially  when  compared  with  44-9  as  a  maximum  and 
16 0  as  the  median  of  the  seven  years.  A  review  of  the  past  records  of  this 
species  on  the  June  Runs  shows  that  most  of  the  recordings  come  from  four  or  five 
Routes,  and  generally  almost  5 0f°  of  the  total  recordings  were  on  Route  #1.  The 
two  previous  lows  (59  in  1967  and  138  in  1969)  were  years  in  Route  #1  was  not 
covered.  Furthermore  the  third  previous  low  occurred  last  year  when  several  of 
the  routes  including  #1  were  covered  after  hurricane  "Agnes".  Did  "Agnes"  wash 
out  the  nesting  sites  last  year  and  thus  account  for  the  lower  number  last  year 
and  the  all  time  low  this  year?  (The  writer  would  appreciate  others  view  on  this.) 


.  •  i ,  .  •  ,  i . 

There  was  no  change  in  the  status  of  the  ten  most  populous  species.  How¬ 
ever  examination  of  the  individual  route  records  show  that  actually  24  species  were 
included  in  the  ten  most  populous  species  in  all  the  routes.  Only  four  species 
appeared  on  in  the  top  ten  in  all  the  routes,  i.e.,  Red-wing  Blackbird,  Starling, 
Common  Grackle  and  Robin.  Conversely  Catbirds  and  Killdeers  were  recorded  on  all 
routes  but  did  not  rate  among  the  first  ten  in  any.  Unusual  concentrations  of 
some  species  in  some  areas  account  for  these  ratings,.  Thus  two  thirds  of  the 
Pheasants  were  recorded  in  Routes  #64  &  65*  where  they  placed  9th.  57$  of  the 
Purple  Martins  were  recorded  on  Route  #1  where  it  placed  ,7th.  Those  feeling 
Woodthrush  populations  were  low  should  have  visited  Route  #59  area  which  accounted 
for  23$  of  the  total  count.  >  Other  species  which  managed  to  get  on  to  the  first 
ten  lists  were  as  follows  with  the  number  of  routes  in  which  they  placed  shoivn  in 
(  ). 


House  Sparrow 

(i?) 

Goldfinch 

(5) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Song  Sparrow 

(16) 

Mourning  Dove 

(6) 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

Common  Crow 

(14) 

Rock  Dove 

(4) 

Field  Sparrow 

E.  Meadowlark 

<  9) 

Bobolink 

(4) 

Yellowthroat 

/Savannah  Sparrow  (  8) 

Yellow  Warbler  (3) 

House  Wren 

Barn  Swallos 

(  7) 

Brown-H.  Cowbird  (2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(1) 

(1) 


Table  1  shows  twenty  high  counts  indicated  by  (+)  and  eleven  low  counts 
shown  by  (-)$  none  considered  significant  except  as  noted  previously.  New  species 
are  indicated  by  (*)♦ 


TABLE  I 


Species 

Total 

$Koute  s 

Species 

Total 

$Route  s 

Gr.Blue  Heron 

15 

50 

Sparrow  Hawk 

20. 

50 

Green  Heron 

19 

50 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

178 

61 

Mallard 

56 

+ 

44 

Sora 

1 

6 

Black  Duck 

2 

•  ' 

6 

Common  Gallinule 

•,  1 

6 

Blue-w,  Teal 

5 

11 

Killdeer 

189 

100 
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Species  Total 

$Route  s 

Species  Total 

$Route  s 

Turkey  Vulture 

1 

6 

Common  Snipe 

4 

11 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 

1 

6 

Upland  Plover 

12 

33 

Cooper’s  Hawk* 

1 

6 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

10 

- 

39 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

15 

50 

Ring-b.  Gull 

31 

17 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

8 

+ 

28 

Common  Tern 

6 

6 

Marsh  Hawk 

1 

6 

Black  Tern 

1 

6 

Rock  Dove 

375 

+ 

78 

Starling 

2714 

100 

Mourning  Dove 

405 

+ 

94 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

3 

11 

Yellow-b,  Cuckoo 

1 

6 

Solitary  Vireo 

1 

6 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

21 

50 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

191 

+ 

100 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2 

11 

Warbling  Vireo 

79 

+ 

78 

Barred  Owl 

1 

6 

Blue-w,  Warbler 

11 

22 

Chimney  Swift. 

43 

67 

Brewster's  Warbler 

1 

* 

6 

Ruby-t .  Hummingbird  6 

33 

Yellow  Warbler 

284 

100 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

73 

- 

89 

Magnolia  Warbler 

11 

28 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

2 

11 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

■  2 

11 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr • 

1 

6 

Myrtle  Warbler 

1 

* 

6 

Red -headed  Wdpkr. 

5 

22 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

10 

17 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

6 

Blackburn. Warbler 

14 

+ 

33 

Downy  Woodpecker 

38 

+ 

72 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

31 

44 

Eastern  Kingbird 

77 

89 

Ovenbird 

35 

50 

Gr • -Cre  st • Flycatcher42 

83 

La.  Water thrush 

1 

6 

Eastern  Phoebe 

61 

83 

Mourning  Warbler 

13- 

17 

Traill's  Flycatcher  85 

89 

Yellowtmroat 

216 

94 

Least  Flycatcher 

51 

89 

Hooded  Warbler 

6 

28 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

49 

78 

Canada  Warbler 

4 

6 

Horned  Lark 

87 

56 

Amer.  Redstart 

28 

56 

Tree  Swallow 

51 

61 

House  Sparrow 

1228 

100 

Bank  Swallow 

21 

- 

33 

Bobolink 

391 

94 

Rough-w,  Swallow 

12 

33 

E.  Meadowlark 

543 

100 

Barn  Swallow 

465 

100 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3729 

100 

Cliff  Swallow 

9 

17 

Baltimore  Oriole 

no 

83 

Purple  Martin 

81 

28 

Common  Grackle 

2253 

100. 

Blue  Jay 

129 

+ 

94 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

311 

+ 

100 

Common  Crow 

732 

100 

Scarlet  Tanager 

27 

61 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

66 

89 

Cardinal 

116 

+ 

94 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

20 

+ 

56 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

41 

89 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

2 

+ 

11 

Indigo  Bunting 

112 

89 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

6 

Purple  Finch 

13 

- 

33 

House  Wren 

164 

94 

Amer.  Goldfinch. 

459 

- 

100 

Short-b. Marsh  Wren 

3 

+ 

11 

Red  Crossbill 

7* 

17 

Catbird 

170 

100 

Roufous-s.  Towhee 

109 

83 

Brown  Thrasher 

31 

- 

78 

Savannah  Sparrow 

501 

„  . 

100 

Robin 

1690 

100 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

8 

- 

39 

Wood  Thrush 

169 

94 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

5 

mm 

22 
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Species  Total  ^Routes 

Species 

Total 

$Route  s 

Hermit  Thrush 

2  11 

Vesper  Sparrow 

'  :  42 

72 

Veery 

49  61 

Slate-col.  Junc.o 

24 

+  28 

Eastern  Bluebird 

4  11 

Chipping  Sparrow 

235 

100 

Golden-cr .  Kinglet 

1  6 

Field  Sparrow 

183 

94 

Cedar  Waxwing 

126  78 

Swamp  Sparrow 

24 

61 

Song  Sparrow 

1252 

100 

4923  Creek  Road  - 

Lewiston, 

New  York  14092 

NOTES 

Raptor  Migration  at  Hawk  Cliff,  Port  Stanley,  Ontario,  Canada 


On  September  1973  we  couunted  5,587  raptors  of  six  species  as  they  flew 
westward  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  past  the  lookout  at  Hawk  Cliff*  There 
was  very  light  rain  when  we  left  Buffalo  about  0400,  but  on  arrival  at  the  lookout 
at  0700  the  sky  had  largely  cleared.  Initially  the  wind  was  west-northwest  about 
8  -  15  kph.  Later  in  the  morning  it  freshened  to  15  -  30  kph  and  shifted  toward 
the  north.  By  09 45  broken  cumulus  clouds  on  the  north  horizon  began  to  move  in 
at  medium  levels  and  they  became  heavier,  darker  and  more  closely  spaced  by  noon. 

In  the  afternoon  wind  continued  to  be  15  -  30  kph  between  north-northwest 
and  north  but  at  times  slackened,  especially  between  1500  and  1650.  Clouds  again 
broke  up  after  noon,  but  between  1400  and  1500  it  became  more  overcast  with  a 
stratocumulus  cloud  layer.  Between  1500  and  loOO  there  was  a  chaotic  sky  with  mixed 
cumulus  and  stratus  at  various  levels  interspersed  with  clear  areas,  and  by  1630  it 
was  again  overcast.  There  was  no  precipitation  during  the  observation  period. 

The  meteorological  conditions  which  presaged  this  flight  consisted  on  14 
September  of  a  large  and  deep  (1032  mb)  high  pressure  cell  over  western  Canada,  a 
weak  but  deepening  low  pressure  cell  on  its  southeast  side  moving  east  over  Manitoba, 
and  a  double-centered  weak  butt  also  deepening  low  over  the  mid.  Atlantic  states  which 
had  moved  rapidly  northeast  from  the  Gulf  coast.  Although  frontolysis  occurred 
initially  with  the  cpld  fronts  of  both  of  these  low  systems,  frontogenesis  subse¬ 
quently  took  place  as  they  deepened  and  moved  rapidly  northeast  to  the  Maritime s 
and  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  by  15  and  16  September  as  the  large  high  dropped  south¬ 
east.  This  frontal  dissipation  with  the  northern  low  made  it  difficult  at  first  to 
figure  what  was  going  to  occur  in  regard  to  raptor  migration.  Periodic  conversa¬ 
tions  with  personnel  at  the  London,  Ontario,  weather  station  helped  to  follow  the 
changing  situation  and  predict  subsequent  events.  Rain  associated  with  these  two 
lows  shifted  eastward  and  dissipated  in  southern  Ontario  as  northerly  winds  fresh¬ 
ened  behind  the  northern  low's  cold  front,  which  passed  Hawk  Cliff  several  hours 
before  we  arrived. 

The  table  shows  hourly  tallies  of  the  six  species.  The  maximum  number 
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of  raptors  passed  between  1100  and  1200  with  four  of  the  six  species  also  showing 
highest  numbers  at  this  time.  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  peaked  in  numbers  (129)  between 
1300  and  1400,  some  of  them  associating  with  the  groups  of  Broad-wings.  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawks  migrated  in  numbers  to  the  end  of  the  observation  period,  perhaps  re¬ 
flecting  the  continued  fresh  wind.  Their  rate  of  passage  for  the  last  half  hour 
exceeded  that  which  thexr  attained  in  the  second  highest  hour  count  between  1200  and 
1300,  However,  over  half  of  the  466  birds  recorded  during  this  half  hour  were  in 
two  large  groups  of  over  100  each.  There  were  several  other  groups  of  over  100 
birds  during  the  day  and  one  large  congregation  of  Broad-wings  between  1100  and 
1200  totaled  about  450  individuals. 

As  so  often  happens  during  such  a  flight,  toward  noon  most  of  the  raptors 
began  to  ascend  to  higher  altitudes  and  many  continued  to  fly  at  higher  levels 
through  the  afternoon.  At  times  in  the  afternoon  the  Broad-winged  Hawks  and  some¬ 
times  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  were  blown  a  short  distance  out  over  the  lake  to  the  east 
of  the  lookout,  the~ Broad-wings  sometimes  forming  kettles  over  the  water  and  then 
moving  in  a  stream  back  over  land  past  the  observers. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  folloxiing  day  also  produced  a  good 
raptor  flight  (2643  birds)  at  Hawk  Cliff  even  though  winds  shifted  to  southeast, 
and  showers  commenced  because  of  a  weak  low  that  developed  this  day  along  the  cold 
front  over  Illinois,  splitting  the  large  high  into  two  cells.  This  low  deepened 
while  moving  northeast  into  eastern  New  York  State  by  early  morning  of  the  18th. 
Apparently  this  system’s  passage  helped  to  reestablish  a  northerly  wind  flow  at 
Hawk  Cliff  on  Tuesday"  and  observers  again  recorded  a  fine  raptor  flight  totaling 
5351  birds. 


During  the  l6th  many  swallows,  mostly  Tree,  flew  past  the  lookout.  Sur¬ 
prisingly,  few  migrating  Blue  Jays  were  noted.  Occasionally  small  flocks  of 
Canada  Geese  passed.  A  few  Common  Nighthawks  and  Chimney  Swifts  were  seen.  The 
45  Ruby- throated  Hummingbirds  tallied  was  a  conservative  count.  This  is  far  more 
than  one  usually  sees  in  an  entire  year  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Eight 
Bobwhites  crossed  the  road  north  of  the  lookout  and  thousands  of  Ring-billed  Gulls 
with  some  Herring  and  Bonaparte’s  milled  about  the  lake  to  the  south.'  This  day  at 
Hawk  Cliff  was  a  delightful  and  memorable  one. 


Hours 

Sharp-sh, 

Hawk 

Red-t • 
Hawk 

Broad-w. 

Hawk 

Marsh 

Hawk 

Osprey 

Amer . 

Ke  strel 

Totals 

0700-0800 

•/  9 

1 

•• 

18 

28 

0800-0900 

7  " 

. 

1 

13 

21 

0900-1000 

35 

1 

23 

59 

1000-1100 

53 

482 

1 

1 

41 

578 

1100-1200 

72 

1449 

3' 

3 

56 

1583 
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Hours 

Sharp-sh. 

Hawk 

Red-t 

Hawk 

Broad -w 
Hawk 

Marsh 

Hawk 

Osprey 

Amer . 
Kestrel 

Totals 

1200-1300 

65 

1 

836 

.  3 

1 

37 

943 

1300-1400 

129 

1 

00 

1 

58 

574 

1400-1500 

55 

563 

1 

32 

651 

1500-1600 

44 

615 

1 

12 

672 

1600-1630 

8 

466 

2 

2 

478 

Totals 

4?? 

2 

4797 

13 

6 

292 

Grand  Total  - 

5587 

Robert  F,  Andrle  (compiler) 
Joseph  F.  Thill 
Christopher  J.  Andrle 
Harold  H.  Axtell 
Rachel  Axtell 

Robert  F.  Andrle,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Humboldt  Parkway, 

Buffalo,  New  York  14211 

ANNOUNCEMENT  CONCERNING  B.O.S.  MEETINGS  &  PROGRAMS 

Me  are  announcing  a  minor  variation  in  the  meetings  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  which  we  hope  will  encourage  greater  participation  and 
involvement  of  the  B.O.S.  members.  This  change  is: 

a')  Only  one  meeting  each  month  (usually  the  FIRST  meeting 
in  the  month)  will  feature  a  formal  program  and  speaker. 

b)  One  meeting  each  month  (usually  the  second  meeting  in 
the  month)  xm.ll  be  a  Membership  Meeting.  This  meeting 
will  cover  informal  discussions  concerning  the  affairs 
of  the  Society,  Field  Reports  and,  where  appropriate, 
previously  announced  matters  of  ornithological  interest 
including  but  not  limited  to  field  identification  and 
research  projects. 

c)  Meetings  will  continue  to  be  held  at  the  same  time  and 
in  the  same  location  as  has  been  the  practice  in  the 
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past.  One  meeting  in  November,  one  in  December  and  two 

in  each  month  January  through  Hay  and  September  and 
October • 

Please  remember  it  is  the  intent  of  this  change  to  encourage  membership 
participation  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  I  would  welcome,  indeed rany 
further  suggestions  for  change. 


Allen  E.  Valentine, 
President 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Club  Room  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 


December  12th.  Program  to  be  announced. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

December  8th  Joint  field  trip  with  members  of  the  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario, 

Nature  Club,  B.O.S.  members  will  assemble  at  Main  Street  and 
West  Royal  Parkway  in  Williamsville ,  diagonally  across  the 
street  from  the  northbound  entrance  'to  the  Youngmam Expressway, 
at  7*15  a.m.  Note:  Saturday  field  trip!  We  will  rendezvous 
with  the  N.F.N.C,  at  Brock’s  Monument  in  Queens  Park. 

December  l6th  Annual  Christmas "Bird  Census  on  Grand  Island  and  vicinity. 

Contact  the  leader,  Mr.  Harold  Dodge,  at,  649-4929  for 
assignment  of  territory. 


December  29th  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Bird  Count.  B.O.S.  members 

are  invited  to  participate.  Please  contact  Ms.  Marion  Bee  at 
635-0343  for  further  details  and  assignment  of  territory. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Robert  M.  Wagner,  4325  Circle  Court, 
Williamsville,  New  York  14221. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Doris  O’Malley  at 

760  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.50  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $5*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  ICenmore,  N.Y.  14217* 
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THE  MONTH 

October  was  a  mild  month  with  generally  flat  weather  patterns 
and  no  major  storm  fronts  to  induce  heavy  migratory  movement  of  waterfowl, 
raptors  or  gulls.  From  the  21st  through’ the  26th  of  the  month,  the  area 
basked  in  above  average  temperatures  and  sunshine  while  the  last  four  days 
were  cloudy  with  almost  continual  rain.  The  average  temperature  for  the 
month  was  54.3°  or  3»5°  above  the  mean.  Precipitation  measured  4.27  inches 
or  1.29  inches  above  normal.  (Meterological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Records  of  observations  received  by  the  compiler  reflect  this  lack 
of  migratory  movement  with  no  large  numbers  reported  for  any  species  Ttfith  two 
notable  exceptions.  A  flock  of  450  Black  Scoters,  an  unprecedented  high  total 
of  this  species  for  our  study  area,  was  observed  in  the  Niagara  River  just 
above  the  Peace  Bridge  by  Robert  Andrie  and  Richard  Byron  on  the  31st.  Dorothy 
Danner's  report  of  150  Greater  Yellowlegs  in  one  flock  on  the  mud-flats  on 
Sour  Springs  Road  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Orleans  County, 
also  constitutes  a  record  number  of  individuals  of  this  species  in  one  flock 
in  the  B.O.S,  study  area. 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  ICenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New 


York  and  Adjacent  Ontario" 

(B.O.S,,  1965)  lias  been  received  and  placed  in  the  per- 

manent  files  of  the 

B ,0.S. 

Common  Loon 

Oct. 

18 

1  Bemus  Point, Chaut.L. 

Sundell 

D.-cr .Cormorant 

«t 

17 

1  Ft.Erie,Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

Redhead 

•  » 

11F 

2  Mayville , Chautauqua  L.  Sundell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

It 

21 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Wagner 

Canvasback 

ft 

21 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Wagner 

Lesser  Scaup 

It 

13 

200  SPA  Reservoir, 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Common  Goldeneye 

If 

17F 

2  Ft.Erie,Cnt. 

Andrle , Byron 

Bufflehead 

tl 

17F 

3  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

White-w.  Scoter 

tt 

18 

1  Lake wood, Chautauqua  L.  Sundell 

Black  Scoter 

tt 

18 

1  Dewittville , Chaut.L. 

Sundell 

ft 

20 

4  Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

31 

450  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

Ruddy  Duck 

H 

11 

7  Mayville, Chaut.L. 

Sundell 

Sharp-rsh.Hawk 

ft 

8 

3  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentines 

tl 

15 

1  Over  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Osprey 

ft 

3 

1  Tillman  Rd., Clarence  Wendling 

If 

12-15L 

2  Cazenovia  Cr., Spring 

Brook 

Danner 

Turkey 

If 

24 

7  West  Almond 

Burtons 

Sora 

ft 

3 

1  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

American  Coot 

ft 

18 

3500  Mayville , Chaut .  L. 

Sundell 

tt 

21 

115  Iroquois  NWR 

Wagner 

Golden  Plover 

tt 

18 

23  Lakeside  Sod. Farm, 

Clarence 

Wagner 

tt 

21 

7  Lakeside  Sod. Farm, 

Clarence 

Wendling 

Blac  k-bell . Plover 

ft 

31 

25  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

tt 

10 

150  Iroquois  NWR 

Danner 

tt 

28 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle s 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ft 

7L 

1  Beaver  Island  State 

Park 

Klabunde s 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

ft 

12F 

1  Woodlawn 

Bourne 
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Little  Gull 

Oct. 

13 

1  Lewiston, Niagara  River 

Klabunde  s 

*Forster's  Terr* 

I» 

17F, 31 

1  Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

91 

21 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Caspian  Tern 

It 

16  L 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Ruby-thr .Hummingbird 

»« 

3L 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

tv 

13 

1  4-Mile  Creek  State  Park  Klabundes 

It 

20 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentine 

Eastern  Phoebe 

It 

20L 

1  Bay  View 

Andrle s 

Tree  Swallow 

It 

17L 

12  Erie  Beach, Ontt. 

Andrle , Byron 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

3,20,29 

1,1,2  Belmont, Angelica  (f) 

Burtons 

tt 

2? 

1  Tifft  St. > Buffalo 

Valentine , 

Patterson 

House  Wren 

It 

16L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

If 

21 

2  Barcelona  . 

Sundell 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

It 

6 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentines 

Mockingbird 

It 

13 

1  Lewiston  . -  . 

Klabundes 

Gray  Catbird 

IV 

,  ■  * 

27L 

1  Tifft-  St. , Buffalo  - 

Valentine , 

Patterson 

Brown  Thrasher 

-  .•  »  >> 

It 

6 

1  Snyder  ,  .  ,  « 

DeKleine 

Wood  Thrush 

If 

1-10 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

27L 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentine , 

Patterson 

Gr ay- ch •  Thru  sh 

II 

3,6 

1,1  E.Eden  Pond, Hamburg  . 

Bourne 

Eastern  Bluebird 

It 

20 

3  Town  of  Amity 

Burtons 

Water  Pipit 

II 

7 

12  Sour  Springs  Rd. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Wendling 

IV 

14 

5  Griffin  Lahe,Elma  , 

Danner 

Solitary  Vireo 

II 

J 

.  7  .. 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Wagner, Filor 

Red -eyed  Vireo 

It 

11 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Tennessee  Warbler 

It 

7 

1  BOSWR, Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

It 

8 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentines 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

VI 

7 

1  B05WR, Grand  Island 

Klabunde  s 

Nashville  Warbler 

It 

20  L 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentines 

Parula  Warbler 

II 

7L 

1  BOSWR, Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

Cape  May  Warbler 

•I 

7 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Wagner , Filor 

Bl.-thr,  Blue  Warbler 

It 

10 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

It 

8 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentines 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

It 

7 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentines 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

II 

11 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Yellowthroat 

II 

22L 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Wilson's  Warbler 

tt 

8 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentines 

Cardinal 

It 

6-8 

Adult  feeding  2  young 

Danner 

tt 

27,29 

Adult  male  feeding  young 

bird 

Moores 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

It 

10 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 
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House  Finch  Oct, 

1-31 

12  Amherst 

Ward 

Pine  Siskin 

fl 

IF, 15, 31 

10,25,8  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

6 

1  Jamestown 

Sundell 

•  1 

7 

50  ,Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Wagner ,Filor 

Ruf  ou  s- s .  Towhe  e 

21L 

1  Tillman  Rd. , Clarence 

Wagner  • 

Savannah  Sparrow 

«t 

21L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Wagner 

Vesper  Sparrow 

It 

21L 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrles 

Tree  Sparrow 

ft 

27F 

12  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentine,  Patterson 

Chipping  Sparrow 

II 

20L 

2  Keeney  Swamp 

Burtons 

Field  Sparrow 

II 

21 

8  Iroquois ;  NWR 

Wagner 

White-cr •  Sparrow 

II 

26  L 

4  Belmont 

Burtons 

Fox  Sparrow 

•  I 

17 

4  BOSWR,  Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

It 

6 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

6 

2  Tifft  St. .Buffalo 

Valentines 

tv 

7 

1  Niagara  Falls , Ont . 

Wagner,  Filor 

Swamp  Sparrow 

It 

27L 

...  2  'Tifft  St,, Buffalo  - 

Valentine , Patterson 

Snow  Bunting 

It 

21F 

1  Port  Dalhousie ,  Ont . 

Andrle , Clark 

Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  *  •  ,  26 1 
Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue-  *#*••***  • _ 3 

Total  to  date  264 


Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue-  •••.*•**  * _ 3 

Total  to  date  264 

ERRATA  '  ; 

Prothonotary,  Vol,  39:?  (July  1973) 


Page  81:  Yellow-b,  Sapsucker  June  1,2,3,24,30  30  Orangeville  Dodges 

should  read:  June  1, 2, 3 , 24 ,30  3  Orangeville  Dodges 

Prothonotary,  Vol,  39:10  (October  1973) 

Page  117 »  3rd  paragraph,  line  3:  (on  Septem-)ber  14th,  at  which  this  writer  ... 
should  read:  (on  Septem-)ber  16th,  at  which  -this  writer  ... 

Page  125, heading  _ SURVEY  (FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 

SHOULD  READ:  1973  COOPERATIVE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY  (FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 

Page  128,  1st  paragraph  under  NOTES:  On  September  1973  we  counted  ... 
should  read:  On  16  September  1973  we  counted.,, 

■  •  v  .  -  .  •• 

V  •“  \ 

The  editor  appreciates  any  typographical  errors 
or  omissions  being  called  to  his  attention  by 
the  observant  reader. 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


REPORT  OF  THE  OCTOBER  1973  BIRD  COUNT 

Compiled  by  Allen  Valentine 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's  bird  count  on  October  14th.,  was 
about  average  in  terms  of  numbers  of  species  observed  with  143  being  recorded  with 
an  additional  six  species  reported  that  Were  seen  outside  of  the  dates  of  their 
usual  occurrence  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area  as  defined  in  " The  Date  Guide  to  Birds 
of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. ,  1965),and  were  not  accepted  be¬ 
cause  of  lack  of  verifying  write-ups  accompanying  the  records.  The  weather  was 
generally  bright  and  sunny  with  winds  northerly  and  gusting  to  38  m.p.h.  Tempera¬ 
tures  ranged  from  50°  to  63°  with  no  precipitation  worthy  of  note  reported  from  any 
of  the  territories  covered. 

Species  Species 

Loon-  Mergansers  Vultures  -  Rails 


Common  Loon 

11 

Horned  Grebe 

4 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

40 

Great  Blue  Heron 

33 

Green  Heron 

2 

Canada  Goose 

"1824 

Mallard 

548 

Black  Duck 

118 

Gadwall 

22 

Pintail 

5 

Green-w.  Teal 

88 

Blue-w,  Teal 

17 

Amer.  Widgeon 

126 

Wood  Duck 

133 

Redhead 

24F 

Ring-n.  Duck 

3 

Canvasback 

5F 

Greater  Scaup 

1723 

Lesser  Scaup 

1546’ 

White-w.  Scoter 

21F 

*Surf  Scoter 

5F 

Black  Scoter 

5F 

Ruddy  Duck 

15 

Common  Merganser 

9 

Red-br.  Merganser 

"5 

Turkey  Vulture  A  X  '23 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk  9 

Cooper's  Hawk  12 

Red- tailed  Hawk  142 

Red-sh.  Hawk  8 

Rough- leg.  Hawk  12F 

Marsh  Hawk  ;  31 

Osprey  ‘  3 

American  Kestrel  89 

Ruffed  Grouse  34 

Ring-n.  Pheasant  75 

•  Turkey  116 

Sora  Rail  2 

Common  Gallinule  9 

.American  Coot  !  114 

Shorebirds 

Killdeer  555 

Am.  Golden  Plover  115 

Black-bel.  Plover  2? 

American  Woodcock  18 

Common  Snipe  8 

Spotted  Sandpiper  4L 

Gr.  Yellow-legs  15 

Lesser  Yellow- legs  6 

Red  Knot  2 


.L  - 
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Species 

Shorebirds  (cont.) 

Least  Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 
Sander ling 

Jaegers  -  Owls 


6 

26 

4 

105 


Greater  Black-back, Gull  124 


Herring  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Bonaparte's  Gull 
Common  Tern 
Mourning  Dove 
Rock  Dove 
Screech  Owl 
Great  Horned  Owl 
Barred  Owl 


8779 

10967 

2808 

150 

492 

•965 

3 

4 
1 


Whip-poor-wills  -  Creepers 


Belted  Kingfisher 
Common  Flicker 
Pileated  Woodpecker 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker 
Red-headed  Woodpecker 
Yellow-bell,  Sapsucker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Eastern  Phoebe 
Horned  Lark 
Tree  Swallow 
Blue  Jay 
Common  Crow 
Black-cap.  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse 
White-br.  Nuthatch 
Red-br .  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 

Wrens  -  Vireos 

House  Wren 
Winter  Wren 


Species 

Wrens' Vireos  (cont.) 

Carolina  Wr en 
Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 
Mockingbird 
Gray^  Catbird 
Brown  Thrasher 
Robin 

Wood  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 
Swains on's  Thrush 
Gray- cheek.  Thrush 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 
Water  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Starling 
Solitary  Vireo 
Red-eyed  Vireo 


4 
7 
9 

16 

6 

2 777 
9 
56 

5 

4 

85 

381 

200 

18 

469 

27282 

3 


Warblers  -  House  Sparrows 

61  . 

146 

Tennessee  Warbler 

1 

7 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

4 

2 

Nashville  Warbler 

3 

12  , 

Magnolia  Warbler 

60 

4 

Cape  May  Warbler 

12 

73 

Black- thr.  Blue  Warbler 

2 

196 

Yellox\r-rump .  ( Myrtle )  Warb  • 

1167 

33  ’  • 

Black- thr.  Green  Warbler 

7 

191 

Blackburnian •  Warbler 

1 

49 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

,15 

1406 

Bay-breasted :  Warbler 

2 

2 666 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

c. 

D 

1001  • 

Palm  Warbler 

15 

3 

Northern  Waterthrush 

2: 

245  , 

Yellowthroat 

5 

28 

Wilson's  Warbler 

4 

61 

American  Redstart 

2 

;  ,  ( . 

House  Sparrow 

2940 

.  •  ‘  .  •  •  *  •• 

Icterids  -  Fringillids 

20  . 

17 

Eastern  •.  Meadowlark 

252 
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Species  ;  (  Species 

Icterids  -  Fringillids  (cont.)  Icterids  -  Fringillids  (cont. ) 


Red-w.  Blackbird 

22417 

Chipping  Sparrow 

237 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6  04 

Field  Sparrow 

125 

Common  Grackle 

6222 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

'v  327 

Brown-h .  Cowbird 

818 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1436 

Cardinal 

265 

Fox  Sparrow 

8 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

20L 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

15 

Purple  Finch 

143 

Swamp  Sparrow 

58 

Pine  Siskin  , 

268 

Song  Sparrow 

950 

American  Goldfinch 

1130 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 

Roufous-s.  Towhee 

75 

•  i  :  -  ■ 

, .  . .  ■ 

Savannah  Sparrow 

,47 

Vesper  Sparrow 

45 

;  s  ■ 

Dark-eyed  ( Slate-col.) 

i  •  , 

Junco 

1160 

.  -  ■  .  • 

Tree  Sparrow 

6 

,  I  -  •  * 

>. : ■ 

Territories  and  Observers  (names  of  compilers  are  underlined) 

,  .•  ,  '  V.  * 

1.  Fonthill,  Ontario  Brian  Masur,  Alan  Worming ton,  Daniel  Basata,  Robert  Finlays on 

2.  Thorold,  Ontario  Brian  Masur,  William  Smith,  Alf  Epp,  Dan  Salisbury,  Ida 

Salisbury,  Fred  Salisbury,  Terry  Foy,  Pat  Foy, 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y.,  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y.  Not  covered 
5*  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.  Not  covered 

6.  Port ^Maitland,  Ontario  Ed  Williams,  J.E.  Lafferty 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ontario  Mary  Louise-  Emerson,  Marjorie  Emerson,  James  Braunberns 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  Richard  Byron,  C.W.  Swonger 
9*  Grand  Island,  N.Y.  Alice  Ulrich 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.  Robert  Wagner 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Allen  E.  Valentine 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.  Marie  Wendling,  Margaret  Wendling,  Ima  Bill,  Ann  Bauer,  Mr.&Mrs. 

Fred  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Nellie  Karlak,  Gertrude  Webster, 

Cy  Wolfling 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y.  Mrs.  O.L.  Pixley,  Russell  Annabal,  Norma  Annabal,  Ronald 

Colantorio,  George  Buckland.,  Harold  Dodge,  Barbara  Dodge, 

Robert  &  Eileen  Hull,  George  Mahaney,  Max  &  Jane  Mason, 

Don  Thurau,  Richard  &  Marge  Pixley,  Kathryn  Pixley 

14.  Hamburg,  N.Y.  TtL.  Bourne,  -R.F.  Andrle,  John  E.  Bacon,  Annamae  Bacon, 

Marguarite  Bourne,  Miles  R.  Firey,  Patricia  Firey,  Myles  R. 

Firey,  Jr.,,  Adelaide  Hunley,  Bob  Mauser,  -Ev, Mauser,  Fred  Webb, 
Elsie  Webb,  Lynn  Rochester,  Helen  Creighton,  Ruth  Avery 

15.  Java,  N.Y.  Allen  E*  Valentine  ' 

16 •  Angola,  N.Y.  Not  covered 
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Territories  and  Observers  (cont.)  . 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.  David  &  Dee  Bigelow  . 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y.  Donald  &  Jane  Clark,  M.E.  Letchworth,  G.E.  Letchworth 

19*  Fillmore,  N.Y.  Mrs.  Ka the r i ne  Pa lme r ,  Josephine  Main,  Marjorie  Main,  Mr.&  Mrs. 

H.K.  Smith,  Mrs.  David  Richardson,  Helen  Bearsley,  Judge  & 
Mrs.  James  0.  Moore,  Mr.  Larry  Wilson,  Mr.  Andrew  Mullen, 

Miss  Ruth, Gilman*  Mrs.  Ellsworth  Smith,  Grace  Guest 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  Frances  Rew,  Lois  Buck 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.  D,  Carlson,  M.  Reiber,  N.  Funicallo,  C.  Freeman,  T. Freeman 

C.  Beal  . ..  -  • 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y.  D.  Carlson,  JT.  Pillsbury,  R.  Pillsbury,  A.  Wagner,  F. Wagner 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y.  D,  Carlson..  R.  Sundell,  A.  Hiller,-.  S.  Maggio,  B.  Caswall, 

D.  Bohall  ■ 

24.  Allegany  State  Park  William  C.  Vaughan,  Doris  C.  O'Malley 
25*  Allegany,  N.Y.  Not  covered 

26.  Cuba  Lake,  N.Y.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Keople,  Mrs. 

Alice  Driscoll,  Mrs.  Kathryn  Brown,  Mss  Mary  Louise  Moser, 
Mr.  Ted  Ingalls,  Mrs.  Frank  Resen,  Mrs.  Donna  Shelton,  Mr.& 
Mrs.  Wesley  Serra,  Mrs.  Benson  Smith,  Oren  L.  Smith, Sr., 

Mrs.  Rita  A*  Ungerman,  Mrs.  Neal  Wilson,  Mrs.  Bret  Taylor, 
Mrs.  Mae  Trusdell,  Mrs.  Helen  Goldthx^ait, "Mr.  Joseph  Chernic 
Mr.  &  Mrs,  John  Compton,.  Alfred  Voorhees 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton,  Mrs. '  Celestia  Abbott,  Mrs.  Anna  Ayres, 

Mrs,  David  Bennett,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier,  Mrs.  Sherman 
Childs,  Mr.  Joe  McLaughlin,  Mr.  Lindsey  A.  Gross.,  Mrs.  Frances 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Laura  Ingram,  Mrs.  Mildred  Marshall,  Mrs.  Nina 
McMindes,  Mrs.  Hazel  Nichols,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Pettit,  Steven 
Smith,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz,;  Mrs.  Alton  Case,  Francis  A,  DeGroff, 
Marjorie  Richmond,  Norinan  Ives 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y.  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Pi tzrick,  Mr .  &  Mrs .  Bror 

Larson,  David  Brooks,  Laura  Brooks,  Harriet  &  Larry  Deverell, 
Ann  Eisenhardt,  Peter  and  Terry  Finlay,Mrs.  Eva  Ford,  Alice  & 
Eddy  Foster,  Bill  Howe,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Lynn  Langworthy 
Cathy  MacDonald,  Beverly  Perry,  Helen  Robinson,  Tom  &  Harriett 
Splieth,  Miss  Helen  Thomas ,  Dorothy  Bay less,  Jay  &  Louise 
Gibson,  Paul  Kully,  Linn  Phelan,  Ginny  Smith,  Raymond  Yelle, 
June  Babcock,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Miss  Christine  Ferrand, 
Mrs.  Chris  Kruger,  Miss  Mary  Rosa,  Mrs,  Robert  Taylor,  Mrs. 
William  Thompson,  Grace . Buckley,  Doris  Burdick,  Linda  Coats, 

Al  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Minnie  E,  Clark,  Mary  Alice  Fuller, 

L.  Marie  Graves,  Claribel  James,  Marion  Pendleton,  Alice 
Rayaburn,  Ina  Reynolds,  Patricia  Reynolds,  Ted  Vossler,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Clifford  Button,  Helen  Graves *  Margaret  Kavesh,  Terry  & 
Diane  Keir  - 
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The  compiler  wishes  to  express  his  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in 
the  count  and  helped  to  make  it  a  success.  Special  thanks  go  to  our  friends  in 
the  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  and  the  Niagara  Falls 
(Ont.)  Nature  Club  for  their  usual  excellent  cooperation.  -  ■ 

73  Brooklea  Drive,  East  Aurora,  N.Y.  14052 

1973  NESTING  RECORDS  TT 

Nest  Records  From  Farmersville  Station,  N.Y. 

compiled  by  Dr.  Donald  F.  Clark 


Species 

Date 

Nest 

Remarks 

Wood  Duck 

April  15 

22 

10  E 

Flushed  female  from  nest. 

Wood  Duck 

April  15 
June  4 

12  E 

Checked  nest  box  -  4  eggs  appeared 
to  have  hatched  -  rest  had  only 
partly  developed  embryos. 

Wood  Duck 

June  **  4 

10  E 

Female  flushed  from  nest  box. 

Ruffed  Grouse 

April  23 

24 

May  13 

20 

26 

2  E 

Nest  destroyed  •«’  •»’ 

>  on  same  nest 
on  same  nest 

Nest  destroyed 

Blue  Jay 

May  11 

20 

26 

4  E 

Female  on  nest 

Nest  destroyed 

Blue  Jay 

May  18 

Female  on  nest 

W  •  T  . 

Baltimore  Oriole 

June  2 

Nest  complete  -  adults  in  area 

Common  Grackle 

June  2 

4  Y 

Adults  feeding 

Common  Grackle 

May  14 

4  Y 

June  2 

.  • 

Nest  empty 

Song  Sparrow 

June  2 

3  2 

s 

1  Cowbird 

egg 
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Nest  records  from  Farmersville  Station,  ,,N.Y.  cont. 


Species 

Date 

Nest 

Remarks 

Tree  Swallow 

May  14 

June  2 

4  E 

Building  nest 

June  16 

4  Y 

Picked  r  off  nest 
Band  #80-809 57 

Young  just  hatched 

;Tree  Swallow 

May  14  ,  .  .  . 
June  2 

4  E 

Building  nest 

June  16 

9 

4  Y 

4  .■  .  *•  • 

Tree  Swallow 

May  14 

2  E 

•  •  . '  *  *  .  * 

June  2 

4  E 

June  16 

4  Y 

Tree  Swallow 

May  14 

2  E 

»  •  1 . 

June  2 

6  E 

June . 16 

6  Y 

Tree  Swallow 

June  4.  , 

6  E 

June  17 

6  Y 

•  *  *• 

Tree  Swallow 

June  4 

5  E 

> 

June  17 

.  5  Y 

V  ‘  -  * 

Tree  Swallow 

June  29 

Feeding 

young 

Tree  Swallow 

June  4 

4  E 

June  17 

4  Y 

Catbird 

May  26 

2  E 

House  Wren 

June  16 

5  E 

House  Wren 

May  26  ' 

3  E 

Robin 

June-  29 

1 

!  ■  “  *  t  •  v 

Adult  on  Nest 

Robin 

May  6 

Nest  complete 

May  16 

Adult  on  nest 

May  23 

June  2 

■  .  „• 

.  ■ ...  Nest  empty 
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Nest  records  from  Farmersville  Station,  N.Y.  cont. 

Species  Date  Nest  Remarks 

Robin  May  17  4  E 

May  20  Nest  destroyed 

COMMENTS:  There  seemed  to  be  fewer  nests  on  our  refuge 
this  year.  Also, more  nests  seemed  to  be 
destroyed  or  abandoned*  It  was  not  a  good 
spring  for  observing  or  banding  birds* 

Hicks  Road,  Farmersville  Station,  N.Y. 

(P.0,  Address:  RD  Hicks  Road,  Franklinville ,  N.Y.  14737 

NOTES 

DDT  AND  AVIAN  MORTALITY 


Recent  findings  by  a  Cornell  University  researcher  may  put  an  end  to’ a 
longstanding  argument  over  certain  harmful  effects  of  DDT — a  persistent  insecticide 
which  was  officially  banned  in  the  United  States  last  year. 

David  B.  Peakall,  senior  research  associate  in  the  Section  of  Ecology  and 
Systematics  in  Cornell* s  Division  of  Biological  Sciences,  said  that  although  DDT 
has  been  blamed  by  many  authorities  for  the  demise  of  the  Peregrine  falcon,  the 
issue  has  for  years  been  hotly  debated  in  public  and  private. 

During  the  1960*s  naturalists  noted  that  the  populations  of  Peregrines 
had  decreased  drastically  in  Europe  arid  North  America.  In  1967  Derek  Ratcliffe  of 
the  Nature  Conservancy  in  England  discovered  a  basic  cause  of  this  demise :  the 
Peregrine  eggshells  had  become  so  thin  that  they  often  broke  before  the  young  could 
hatch.  Looking  at  museum  specimens  of  collected  eggs,  scientists  could  track  these 
thinner  shells  all  the  way  back  to  1947,  when  DDT  was  introduced. 

•  •  ,  "  ;•  I.  1  / 

"Opponents  of  the  pesticide  were  sure  that  the  chemical  was  to  blame," 
Peakall  said  "since  the  birds  of  prey  feed  on  the  animals  and  birds  who  eat  the 
insects  which  have  been  contaminated  with  it.  Proponents,  however,  said  that:  the 
eggshell  thinning  phenomenon  followed  the  introduction  of  DDT  too  closely  to  be 
caused  by  it." 

The  lack  of  definite  evidence  kept  the  argument  going’  Peakall  said. 
Recently,  Peakall  devised  a  method  for  extracting  from  the  membrane  of  the  eggshell 
one  of  the  metabolites  of  DDT — a  form  the  chemical  takes  after  it  has  been  partially 
broken  down  by  the  mother* s  body. 

(more) 
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Pollution  and  Avian  Reproduction-2 

Since  the  technique  does  not  destroy  the  delicate  s:tells,  Peakall  was 
able  to  borrow  some  Peregrine  eggshells  gathered  in  the  late  1940 *s  from  the 
Western  Foundation  of  Vertebrate  Zoology.  Testing  these  eggs,  Peakall  found  that 
the  DDT  metabolite  was  present  in  sufficient  amounts  to  have  caused  the  thinning 
of  the  shells. 

"Being  at  the  top  of  their  food  chain,"  Peakall  explained,  "predatory 
birds  ingest:  the  greatest  doses  of  insecticide.  Sipce  the  initial  introduction 
of  DDT  was  in  relatively  small  quantities,  some  scientists  felt  that  too  many 
coincidences  would  have  had  to  occur  for  DDT  to  be  responsible  for  the  thinning 
of  the  shells.  This  new  evidence  should  change  that  idea." 

Peakall* s  work  is  supported  by  the  National  Institute  of  Environmental 
Health  Sciences,  one  of  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH),  a  part  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education  and.  Welfare  (HEW). 

Although  an  argument  may  have -been  settled  and  the  pesticide  banned, 
Peakall* s  work  continues  in  order  to  discover  the  mechanism  that  causes  the 
thinning,  the  dose  required  and  the,  nature  of  the  enzyme  changes  in  the  oviduct 
of  the  mother  bird.  Peakall  is  using  Kestrels,  another  predatory  bird,  as  the 
test  subjects  in  this  study. 

Another  aspect  of  his  .research  is  an  adjunct  to  the  Peregrine  breeding 
program  at  Cornell  under  Tom  J.  Cade,  professor  of  zoology  and  research  affiliate 
at  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology.  Peregrine  falcons  are  being  bred  at  Cornell 
for  eventual  release  in  the  eastern  United  States,  where  they  have  now  ceased  to 
breed  in  the  wild.  .  „  . 

"We  are  interested  in  monitoring  the  rate  of  falloff  of  DDT  in  the  en¬ 
vironment,"  Peakall  said,  "When  Cade  is  ready  to  release  his  birds,  we  want  to 
be  sure  they  won’t  pick  up  any  dirty  prey." 

Despite  the  ban  in  the  United  States,  birds  can  pick  up  DDT  in  Central 
and  South  America  during  their  yearly  migrations, 

’  •  .  '  •  -  .  V  >*  ,  ...  ■  -  t  ■  '  • 

In  yet  another  phase  of  his  study,  Peakall  is  trying  to  determine  the 
effects  of  other  organochlorines,  as 'well  as  other  environment  pollutants,  on  avian 
reproduction.  He  has  already  determined  that  PCB*s  (polychlorinated  biphenyls) 
cause  embryonic  deaths  in  the  second  generation  of  some  experimental  birds. 

Dava  Sobol,  Science  Writer,  Office  of  Public  Information 

Cornell  University 
Ithaca,  N.Y.  14850 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Club  Room  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p.m. 

January  9th  -  "BIRDING  IN  GREECE"  -  Richard  Byron.  B.O.S.  member  Richard  Byron 

and  his  family  spent  their  summer  vacation  in  1973  on  a  bird¬ 
watching  holiday  in  Greece.  Mr.  Byron  will  recount  some  of  his 
more  memorable  ornithological  experiences  for  us. 

January  23rd  -  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING.  This  meeting  will  feature  a  discussion  on 

identification  of  transient  and  wintering  gulls  in  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Region.  Perhaps  no  where  in  the  interior  of  North 
America  is  there  such  a  variety  of  gulls  as  those  that  pass 
through  and  winter  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  There  are 
exciting  and  unusual  species  which  may  be  overlooked  if  the 
observer  is  unaware  of  salient  field  marks.  All  members  are 
invited  to  participate  and  offer  their  suggestions  for  field 
identification.  Slides  and  pictures  of  the  birds  are  welcome. 

This  is  intended  to  be  a  talk  and  learn  session.  Come  and  do 
both! 

NOTE:  Special  requirements  for  a  projector  or  other  visual  aid 
devices  should  be  made  beforehand  to  either  Allen  Valentine 
(652-0637)  or  Program  Chairman  William  Vaughan  (284-8709). 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

January  13th  Target  date  for  the  N.Y.  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  Waterfowl 

Count,  Inclusive  dates  for  the  count  are  January  12th  through 
January  20th  but  all  participants  are  urged  to  be  in  the  field  on 
the  13th  if  possible.  Call  the  count  co-ordinator,  Dr.  Alan  Reckhow, 
at  TR6-0078  for  assignment  of  territory. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  <■  compiler:  Mr.  Robert  Mr  Wagner,  4325  Circle  Court, 
Williamsville ,  New  York  14221. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley  at 
760  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301. 

Available  at.  $.50  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer, 

$5.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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THE  MONTH 


The  weather  in  November  was  generally  mild  with  an  average  temperature  of 
40*8°  for  the  month,  1,7°  above  the  mean.  The  first  snow  of  the  season  was  re¬ 
corded  on  the  5th  and  while  there  were  only  light  flurries  in  the  vicinity  of 
Buffalo  and  the  lake  plains  to  the  east  and  west,  over  six  inches  fell  in  the 
snow  belt  in  the  Allegany  Plateau  region  south  of  Erie  County  on  that  date  and 
early  the  following  morning.  This  snow  cover  melted  in  unseasonably  warm  weather 
from  the  12th  through  the  14th  of  the  month  when  temperatures  as  high  as  59° 
were  recorded.  There  was  no  further  significant  snowfall  anywhere  in  the  area 
for  the  rest  of  the  period.  Precipitation  for  the  month  measured  7.07  inches, 
three  inches  in  the  form  of  snow,  at  Buffalo.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded 
at  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  strong  northerly  winds  that  ushered  in  the  first  snow,  also  brought 
heavy  gull  and  waterfowl  movement  on  the  larger  bodies  of  water  in  the  area. 
Observers  afield  reported  heavy  concentrations  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  on  the 
Niagara  River  near  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  by  the  7th  of  the  month.  A  variety 
of  rare  and  unusual  larids  were  seen  throughout  the  month  including  an  immature 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Fort  Erie  on  the  first  and  an  immature  Forster's  Tern 
on  Chautauqua  Lake  on  the  3rd  and  the  23rd,  possibly  the  same  bird,  observed  by 
Robert  Sundell,  Sundell  also  reported  850  Hooded  Mergansers  in  several  flocks 
on  Chautauqua  Lake  on  the  23rd.  He  believes  the  large  numbers  of  this  species 
are  a  normal  part  of  the  annual  fall  passage  of  waterfowl  through  that-  vicinity 
as  are  the  large  flocks  of  American  Coot  and,  on  occasion,  Ruddy  Ducks  but  since 
the  Mergansers  often  rest  in  rafts  in  the  middle  of  the  Lake,  they  are  often 
overlooked  or  unidentified..  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  note  in  this  issue  by 
Paul  Benham  concerning  his  record  high  count  of  Little  Gulls  on  the  Niagara  River 
on  November  4th, 
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As  in  recent  years,  the  prevailing  pattern  of  milder  weather  in  November 
is  reflected  in  the  paucity  of  records  of  winter  finches  from  feeding  stations. 
Among  other  interesting  records  for  the  month  was  a  White-fronted  Goose  at  Ringneck 
Marsh  at  the  Iroquois  Wildlife  Refuge  from  the  9th  through  the  11th;  a  late 
Tennessee  Warbler  was  seen  by  birders  on  the  B.O.S,  field  trip  at  Fort  Erie, Ontario 
on  the  11th  and  on  another  B.O.S.  trip  on  the  following  Saturday,  Fran  Rew  and  her 
party  found  a  Scarlet  Tanager  in  fall  plumage  in  the  Nature  Conservancy  Sanctuary 
at  Canadaway  Creek  near  Dunkirk;  a  Bohemian  Waxwing  was  seen  at  the  Smith  estate 
in  Lyndonville  on  November  25th.  Finally,  Dr.  R.L.  Sommerville  of  Fort  Erie  re¬ 
ported  a  Harris  Sparrow  visiting  his  feeder  for  four  days  early  in  the  month. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York,  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide"  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Ad.jacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1965)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 


Horned  Grebe 


D.-cr.  Cormorant 


B.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Whistling  Swan 

Canada  Goose 


Brant 

White-fronted  Goose 

Snow  Goose 


Nov. 

«• 


Mallard 


m 

m 

ii 

H 

it 

ii 

ii 

ii 

n 

ii 

•• 

ii 

ti 

n 


•I 

•i 


2 

12-23 

18 

7,10 

12,17 

2 

17 

13,22 

18 

8- 29 

3 

23 

22,24 

25 

9- 11 

9F-24 


18 

30 


2 

2-10 

1 

2 

15,35 

2 

3 
1 
1 

65-536 

40 

4 

1100 

1 

1 

1-4 


Athol  Springs 
Chautauqua  Lake 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 
Niagara  Falls, Ont. 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Hamburg  Town  Park 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niagara  Falls ,  Ont 
Niagara  Falls, Ont. 
Chautauqua  Lake 
(max.  Nov. 15) 
Vineland, Ont. 
Mayville , Chautau¬ 
qua  L . 

Iroquois  NWR 
Ft.  Erie, Ont, 
Ringneck  Marsh, 
Iroquois  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 


1 

1200  ( 
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Tonawanda  GMA 
max. ) Iroquois  NWR 


Andrle 

Elder kin , Sundell , 
Rew,  et  al. 

Me Kales 
Klabundes 

Elderkin,Rew  et  al, 

Andrle 

Rew,et  al. 

•  Schaf f ner , Clark 
Me  Kales 

Eiderkin , Sundell , 
Rew,  et  al. 
Klabundes 

Eiderkin 

Morse 

Valentine, et  al. 

Schrader , Morse , Olsei 

Olsen , Jone  s , Morse , 

Me  Kales, Wagner , 

Schrader 

Wagner 

Morse 
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Black  Duck 

Nov. 

17 

270  (max. )Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

Gadwall 

•  1 

17 

15  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

American  Wigeon 

If 

.  •>  7,10 

250  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Klabundes 

Redhead 

If 

8 

1300  NW  end  of  Chautau¬ 

qua  L. 

Sundell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

II 

17 

40  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew,  et  al. 

Canvasback 

II 

8 

2305  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Greater  Scaup 

II 

7,10 

1000  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Klabundes 

Common  Goldeneye 

II 

7,10 

500  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Klabundes 

Bufflehead 

II 

7,10 

1500  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Klabundes 

Old squaw 

If 

6f 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Wade , Olsen 

II 

29 

245  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

White-w,  Scoter 

II 

7,10 

10  Niagara  Falls, Ft. 

Erie ,  Ont . 

Klabundes 

Surf  Scoter 

II 

3 

5  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell 

II 

18 

1  Nia .  R. ,  Willoughby , 

Twp . ,  Ont • 

Me Kales 

II  • 

23,29 

3  Chautauqua  Lake 

Elder kin, Sundell 

Black  Scoter 

II 

3-29 

l-r2  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell , Elderkin 

II 

7,10 

10  Niagara  Falls, 

Ft .  Erie , Ont • 

Klabundes 

Ruddy  Duck 

'  II 

12 

12  SPA  Reservoir, 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

15-27 

5-7  Chautauqua  Lake 

Beal, Elder kin, Rew 

et  al. 

Hooded  Merganser 

IV 

12,17 

170,200  Chautauqua  Lake 

Elderkin, Rew, et  1 

II 

23 

850  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

II 

25 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

II 

29 

1  Prendergast  Pt.. 

Chautauqua  L. 

Sundell 

Red- should.  Hawk 

II 

.  8 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

II 

8 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

American  Coot 

II 

8-23 

500-3250  Chautauqua  Lake 

Beal , Elderkin , 

(max.  Nov.  8) 

Sundell, Rew, et  al 

Killdeer 

If 

20L 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle , Byron 

Amer.  Woodcock 

If 

14L 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

If 

2L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

*  Purple  Sandpiper 

II 

10F 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

Dunlin 

II 

15L 

1  Mayville , Chautauqua  L.  Sundell 

Iceland  Gull 

II 

4F„11,13 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Benham , Schaf f ner , 

V  ,  J  “  \ 

Clark 

II 

17 

1  SPA  Plant, Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

22 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

Franklin's  Gull 

II 

16L 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Axtell 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

ft 

7,10 

50,000  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Klabkndes 

II 

17 

2,500  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,et  al. 

Little  Gull 

If 

1 

3  Bird  Island  Pier 

Andrle , Vaughan 
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Little  Gull 


Nov. 


tt 


11 

16-25 


29  Niagara  R. {Ft, Erie  Benham, Salisbury, 
to  Queenston, Ont.  Williams 
1  Queenston,  Ont, 

1-2  Lewiston 


Schaf f ner , Clark , etal 
Klabundes 


* 


Black-legged  Kittiwake 

If 

IF 

1  (imm. )Ft. Erie , Ont . 

Axtell 

Forster's  Tern 

11 

3 

1  (imm. )Greenhurst, 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

.  : 

23L 

1  (imm. ) Celeron, 

.  ;  . 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Common  Tern 

n 

*. 

22 

10  Ft,  Erie, Niagara 

. Falls , Ont. 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

25L 

1  Ft.  Erie , Ont • 

Valentine ,et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

ii 

7F 

1  Boyer's  Cr.  F.of 

■  ' 

Willoughby , Ont • 

Klabundes 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

?F 

4  Boyer's  Cr.,T,  of 

Willoughby,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

II 

i 

8 

1  Sour  Springs  Rd., 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen, Jones 

II 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Me  Kales 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

M 

14 

1  Swallow  Hollow  Trail 

■> 

Iroquois  NWR 

Axtell 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

ii 

17 

1  Ft.  George, Ont. 

Klabundes 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

II 

3L 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Tufted  Titmouse 

•  1  ’ 

1 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

11 

1-30 

2-3  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

n 

%7 

2  Allegany  State  Pk. 

Beal 

it 

17 

1  Canadaway  Cr.Sanc, 

Rew,  etal, 

Red-br .  Nuthatch 

II 

1-6 

1  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

6-20 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-30  ’ 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

21,22 

1  Athol  Springs 

Csont 

Mockingbird 

II 

1-30 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Axtell 

II 

1-30 

1  Athol  Springs 

Csont 

II 

18- 

4  Jos. Davis  State 

1 

Park, Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

22 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

Gray  Catbird 

11 

17L 

1  Niagara-on- the-Lake, 

* 

*  ■ 

Ont  • 

Klabundes 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

7L 

1  Athol  Springs  >< 

Csont 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

v 

23,24L 

2,1  Tifft  St., Buffalo 

Valentine 

Water  Pipit 

II 

2 

45-50  Griffin  Lane,Elma 

Danner 

'Bohemian  Waxwing 

n 

25,27 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Northern  Shrike 

4F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Wagner 

n 

13 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

R.  Axtell 

li 

14,18 

1  Tn.  of  Clarence 

Benham, Wagner 

it 

18 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Tennessee  Warbler 

ii  ; 

11L 

1  Near  Ft.  Erie,  Ont 

.Valentine ,et  al 
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Myrtle  Warbler 

Nov, 

17L 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ft 

10-15 

Scarlet  Tanager 

If 

17L 

Rose-br,  Grosbeak 

II 

27,28L ' 

Evening  Grosbeak 

fl 

3F.23.29  6 

It 

10 

If 

12-30 

II 

17 

If 

18 

Purple  Finch 

II 

" i5L 

House  Finch 

11 

1-30 

n 

19-30 

Common  Redpoll 

ff 

7F 

Pine  Siskin 

n 

17 

ft 

17 

Red  Crossbill 

It 

10F 

II 

11 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

It 

27L 

Field  Sparrow 

II 

17L 

Harris  Sparrow 

II 

4-8 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

II 

12 

It 

13-27L 

Fox  Sparrow 

It 

18  L 

Swamp  Sparrow 

II 

23L 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

9 

II 

28 

3  Canadaway  Cr • Sane t . Rew ,  e  t  al . 

1  Belmont  Burtons 

1  Canadaway  Cr .Sane t. Rew, Mite hell, et  al 
1 Wellsville  Cronauer, Larson, 

Burtons 


, 25 , 140  Lighthouse  Pt . , 
Chautauqua  Lake 

1  East  Aurora 
8-50  ;Belmont 

8  Allegany  State  Pk. 

2  Niagara-on-the- 

Lake , Ont • 

5  Belmont 

20  Eggertsville 
1  Athol  Springs 

6  Canadaway  Cr.Sanc. 

3  Queenston,  Ont. 

5  Chautauqua  Institu- 
.  tion 


Sundell 

Valentine 

Burtons 

Beal 

O'Malley 

Burtons 

Ward 

Csont 

Rew,  et  al 
Klabundes 

Rew,  et  al 


5  Boyer's  Cr.  Tn. 

of  Willoughby, Ont.  Klabundes. 


2  Acacia  Park  Cem, , 

Pendleton  Me Kales 

1  Snyder  (f)  DeKleine 

1  Canadaway  Dr..  Sanc.Rextf,  et  al. 
1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  Sommerville 
1  BOSWR , Grand  Island  Klabundes 
1-3  Belmont  Burtons 

1  East  Aurora  Valentine 

1  Tifft  St., Buffalo  Valentines 
<  30  Iroquois  NEW  Jones 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park  Andrle 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  yeair  ....  2 64 
Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  _ 5 


Total  to  date  269 

ERRATA 

Prothonotary ,  Vol,  39:11  (November, 19 73)  ,  ... 

Page  134:  Cardinal  Oct.  6-8  Adult  feeding  2  young  ••.Danner 
should  read  Oct.  6-8  Elma  ;  Danner 

(Adult  feeding  2  young)-  • 
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Prothonotary,  Vol,  39*11  (November  1973) 

Page  134:  Cardinal  Oct.  27,29  Adult  male  feeding  young  bird  Moores 

should  read:  Oct.  27»29  Wiscoy  Moores 

(Adult  male  feeding  young  bird) 

The  editor  appreciates  any  typographical 
errors  or  omissions  being  called  to  his 
attention  by  the  -observant  reader. 

THE  BREEDING  OF  THE  PEREGRINE  FALCON  IN  CAPTIVITY 

(Reprinted  from  The  Peregrine ‘Fund  Newsletter  No.l  (August ,1973)  of  the 

Cornell  University  Laboratory  of  Ornithology) 

To  our  many  generous  supporters,  to  our  friends,  and  to  all  interested 
parties,  we  send  greetings  and  good  news. 

This  has  been  a  bumper  year  for  the  production  of  falcons  in  captivitjr, 
and  we  can  fairly  claim  that  domestic  propagation  of  the  Peregrine  has  become  a 
practical  reality.  We  look  forward  to  meeting  soon  the  challenges  of  returning 
..captive-raised  Peregrines  to  the  wild. 

As  many  of  you  know,  in  1970  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  and  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Biological  Sciences  at  Cornell  undertook  a  research  program  to  learn  how 
to  propagate  Peregrines  and  other  birds  of  prey  in  captivity,  and  the  Laboratory 
established  The  Peregrine  Fund  as  a  way  for  members  and  friends  to  help  support 
this  work,  while  the  Division  allocated  more  than  $100,000  for  the  construction 
of  a  large  research  facility.  At  the  same  time  Mr.  Robert  B.  Berry  began  collab¬ 
orating  with  an  ancillary  facility  and  breeding  project  in  Pennsylvania . 

Our  first  goal  has  been  to  develop  a  self-perpetuating  captive  population 
of  Peregrines  on  a  scale  large  enough  to  provide  a  continuing  supply  of  birds  for 
scientific  studies,  with  the  eventual  aim  of  restocking  Peregrines  in  natural  areas 
from  which  the  species  has  disappeared  as  a  breeding  bird  and,  also,  providing  birds 
to  qualified  persons  for  educational  and  recreational  uses. 

We  began  our  first  serious  attempts  to  breed  falcons  in  1971  and  have  now 
finished  our  third  season  of  work.  There  has  been  much  scepticism  expressed  in  con¬ 
servationist  and  protectionist  circles  as  to  whether  domestic  propagation  of  the 
Peregrine  could  be  achieved  on  a  practical  scale.  Faith  McNulty,  writing  in  The 
Nex-J  Yorker  as  recently  as  December  23 »  1972,  'characterized  the  captive  breeding  of 
Peregrines  as  a  feat  "...so  difficult  that  it  cannot  repopulate  the  wild  or  provide 
birds  for  fanciers."  Others  have  expressed  similar  and  even  stronger  doubts.  The 
twenty  young  Peregrines  hatched  and  reared  at  Cornell  this  year  prove  otherwise,  as 
do  similarly  successful  results  of  other  breeding  projects  in  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  West  Germany.  Our  progress  to  date  indicates  that  -within  three  to  four 
years  we  can  begin  large-scale  attempts  to  restock  captive-produced  Peregrines  in 
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some  of  the  falcon* s  old  haunts. 

Admittedly,  our  achievements  the  first  year  were  modest  —  we  were  just 
beginning  to  learn  our  business  and  predicted  that  it  would  take  at  least  five 
years  to  produce  falcons  in  significant  numbers  —  but  we  did  obtain  the  first  re¬ 
sults  from  artificial  insemination  with  birds  of  prey  in  1971*  Robert  Berry  raised 
three  young  Goshawks  by  inseminating  an  "imprinted"  female  with  semen  from  a  male 
that  responded  sexually  to  him,  and  Stanley  Temple  .did  the  same  with  Red- tailed 
Hawks;  but  we  had  no  success  with  Peregrines. 

In  1972  we  achieved  additional  results  with  artificial  insemination,  in¬ 
cluding  its  use  with  Golden  Eagles,  and  we  reared  several  other  captive-produced, 
birds  of  prey,  most  notably  four  Lanner  Falcons.  We  learned  that  by  removing  the 
first  set  of  eggs  we  could  induce  our  captive  females  to  recycle  and  lay  second 
clutches.  Two  pairs  of  our  Arctic  Peregrines  laid  13  eggs  in  four  clutches;  one 
second  clutch  proved  to  be  fertile;  but  to  our  discouragement  the  embryos  died  in 
the  shell  or  just  after  hatching  in  poultry  science  incubators.  We  still  had  some 
things  to  learn  about  the  artificial  incubation  of  raptor  eggs. 

By  April  of  1973  —  when  we  expected  our  Peregrines  to  start  laying  — 
we  had  had  experience  with  the  incubation  of  JO  Red-shouldered  Hawk  eggs  obtained 
in  February  by  special  permit  from  the  State  of  Florida,  with  more  than  40  American 
Kestrel  eggs  produced  by  captives  that  had  been  stimulated  by  an  advanced,  artifi¬ 
cial  photoperiod,  and  ten  Lanner  eggs.  We  felt  confident  that  we  had  a  reasonably 
successful  technique  worked  out  for  the  artificial  incubation  of  falcon  eggs  and. 
virtually  fool  proof  methods  for  rearing  the  hatchlings. 

Then  four  pairs  of  our  Peregrines  began  mating  and  laying-  eggs..  One  pair 
laid  nine  eggs  in  two  clutches,  one  egg  being  infertile  in  the  first  clutch  and.  one 
embryo  dying  in  the  shell  in  the  second.  We  reared  seven  young  from  the  other  eggs. 
This  pair,  which  belongs  to  former  Cornellian,  Dr.  Heinz,  Meng,  has  produced  14  young 
in  two  years,  and  with  a  likely  reproductive  life  of  15  years,  these  two  falcons 
could  produce  more  than  100  offspring,  many  times  more  than  a  pair  normally  produces 
in  the  wild.  Two  other  fertile  pairs  laid  three  clutches  each,  totalling  24  eggs, 
and  only  one  pair  failed  in  fertilization.  In  addition,  we  raised  six  Danners  and 

seven  Prairie  Falcons.  These  successfully  reproducing  falcons  are  all  eyasses  - 

birds  taken  as  nestlings  -  and  we  now  know  from  comparison,  with  the  negative  per¬ 

formance  of  trapped,  adult  pairs  that  only  eyasses  or  captive  reared  falcons  breed 
easily  in  confinement,  and  the  falcons  usually  do  not  attain,  reproductive  capability 
until  they  are  nearly  three  years  old. 

The  rearing  of  20  young  Peregrines  from  just  three  fertile  pairs  in  one 
season  is  a  record-breaking  and  significant  achievement,  because  it  proves  the 
practicality  of  mass  production.  When  we  have  30  such  pairs,  we  can  produce  200 
or  more  young  Peregrines  a  year  for  restocking  programs  and  other  purposes.  The 
significance  of  that  number  takes  on  real  meaning  when  one  stops  to  reflect  that 
200  young  represent  more  than  the  natural ,  annual  production  of  the  entire  popula- 
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tion  of  ana turn  Peregrines  that  used  to  nest  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  before 
the  era  of  DDT.  The  fact  that  we -can  begin  to  mass  produce  Peregrines  in  captivity 
also  means  that  many,  new  avenues  are  opened  for  basic  research  on  this  species, 
particularly  in  the  experimental  fields  of  behavior,  physiology,  development,  and 
genetics. 

As  far  as  the  technique  of  propagation  itself  is  concerned,  our  remaining 
task  is  to  increase  and  select  our  breeding  stock.  With  the  number  of  maturing 
eyass  falcons  we  now  have  in  our  breeding  chambers  plus  this  year*s  increment  of 
young,  we  expect  to  have  the  capability  of  mass  production  within  three  to  four 
years.  In  1974  two  or  three  of  our  two-year-old  pairs  may  come  into  reproductive 
condition,  but  in  any  case  by  1975  we  should  have  a  minimum  of  12  producing  pairs, 
and  by  1976,  at  least  20  producing  pairs,  which  should  yield  us  well  over  100  young. 
By  1977  we  should  have  exceeded  the  45-unit  capacity  of  our  research  facilities  to 
house  breeding  falcons.  •  , 

1  »  \  .  i .  -  -  •  •  v  .  - 

These  projections  mean  that  we  can  begin  to  think  about  a  serious  restock¬ 
ing  program  as  early  as  1976,  much  sooner  than  we  had  originally  anticipated.  To 
be  intelligently  prepared  for  this  event,  we  should  begin  preliminary  experiments 

on  reintroduction  in  1974 - the  next  breeding  season - as  there  are  many  unknowns 

to  be  solved.  For  example:  (l)  How  to  establish  inexperienced,  captive-raised  birds 
in  the  field  with  the  maximum  likelihood  that  they  will  be  able  to  survive  on  their 
own  after  release  and  (2)  how  to  induce  released  falcons  to  accept  and  occupy  new 
ar  long  abandoned  aeries  for  nesting.  One  thing  is  sure  : .  Merely  releasing  captive 
birds  to  the  wild  after  they  are  old  enough  to  fly,  in  the  hope  that  they  will 
somehow  take  care  of  themselves  will  only  result  in  the  loss  of  hard  won  birds. 

They  will  require  some  conditioning  and  a  gradual  release. 

One  possibility  is  to  place  captive -produced  nestlings  with  wild  foster 
parents,  such  as  Prairie  Falcons  or  P/ed-tailed  Haitfks  -  the  so-called  cross-fos¬ 

tering  technique.  We  already  know  that  this  trick  works  as  far  as  successful 
fledging  of  the  young  is  concerned,  but  there  are  two  potential  problems.  One  is 
social  imprinting  to  the  wrong  species,  and  the  other  is  that  such  young  are  subject 
to  the  high,  natural  mortality  of  wild  nestlings  and  first-year  birds. 

1  f  ‘  ?'  ‘ 

Another  technique  is  to  modify. the  falconer* s  method  of  "hacking"  young 
falcons.  At  the  age  of  about  four  weeks,  the  nestlings  could- be  put  into  an  aerie 
where  they  are  to  be  established  in  nature  and  fed  and  cared  for  by  a  trainer 
(human  foster  parent)  until  they  have  fledged  and  are  hunting  on  their  own.  In 
this  way  the  young  should  become  "imprinted"  on  the  nesting  site,  and  if  enough 
individuals  were  hacked  at  a  potential  aerie  —  six  to  eight  — -  then  presumably 
some  would  survive  to  return  as  adult  breeders  in  two  or  three  years.  Again,  there 
are  problems  of  early  mortality  to  be  dealt  with  —  protecting  the  nestlings  from 
predation  by  Great  Horned  Owls,  for  instance. 

Perhaps  the  best  way  to  economize  on  the  use  of  captive-raised  falcons 
for  restocking  will  be  to  establish  pairs  of  trained  birds  in  particular  areas 
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before  allowing  them  to  go  wild.  If  they  are  regularly  flown  and  exercised  in  a 
given  area  with  a  suitable  nesting* structure ,  the  pair  should  develop  strong  terri¬ 
torial  attachments  to  the  area  and  to  the  potential  nesting  site  and  remain  there 
to  breed  once  they  are  allowed  to  go  completely  free.  Their  progeny,  of  course, 
would  go  directly  into  the  wild. 

These  ideas  or  variations  of  them  will  guide  our  work  on  re introduction. 

In  the  next  10  years  we  would  conceivably  return  2000  falcons  back  to  nature.  If 
just  400  of  them  became  established  as  breeders,  we  would  have  essentially  restored 
Peregrines  to  their  pre-DDTT  level  of  abundance  in  eastern  North  America. 

Such  an  effort  could  be  mounted  for  an  approximate  cost  of  $500,000  for 
the  10-year  period  (plus  Cornell  University's  contribution  to  salaries,  utilities, 
and  related  costs,  about  $150,000),  To  those  of  us  who  are  used  to  formulating  pro¬ 
posals  to  compete  for  the  meager  dollars  customarily  made  available  for  grants  and 
awards  to  do  work  in  biological  conservation,  this  sounds  like  a  great  sum  of  money. 
Viewed  in  the  wider  context  of  governmental,  corporate,  and  private  expenditures, 
it  is  a  small  price  for  the  restoration  of  a  species.  Our  sense  of  values  must 
change,  if  threatened  wildlife  is  to  survive.  *  ;  ‘  !-  •  . 

Fortunately,  we  have  evidence  that  a  growing  segment  of  the  American 
people  agree,  as  our  list  of  contributors  to  The  Peregrine  Fund  shows.  The  Fund 
has  attracted  a  considerable  sum  of  money  and  has  played  a  major  role  in  support¬ 
ing  our  research  on  the  propagation  of  falcons.  As  our  confidence  grows  in  our  own 
ability  to  do  the  job  we  set  out  to  accomplish,  so  our  confidence  grows  in  the 
attractiveness  of  The  Peregrine  Fund  to  continue  to  be  supportive  as  we  move  into 
the  restocking  phase  of  our  work. 

No  doubt  some  of  the  same  people  who  have  been  saying  that  domestic  propa¬ 
gation  of  the  Peregrine  is  impractical,  because  it  is  a  feat  of  such  great  difficul- 
aty,  will  now  be  the  ones  to  begin  deriding  our  efforts  to  put  captive-produced 
falcons  in  nature.  They  will  say,  "impossible",  and  verbally  impose  every  con¬ 
ceivable  obstacle  in  our  way.  Proving  them  wrong  again  will  be  an  exciting,  challenge 
in  the  coming  years,  for  at  Cornell  we  believe  there  will  be  free-flying  and  breed¬ 
ing  Peregrines  in  some  of  their  old  haunts  in  the  eastern  United  States  by  1980. 

The  falcons  may  begin  to  appear  in  some  highly  original  places  as  well. 

Project  Personnel,  1973*  '  • 

Tom  J.  Cade,  Professor  and  Program  Director 

James  D.  Weaver,  Technical  Associate  •  *  ' s  Co.:  .v>  *  . 

Robert  B.  Berry,  Research  Collaborator  •'-!  ■  : 

John  C.  Snelling,  Special  Consultant 
Phyllis  R.  Dague,  Research  Aid 

Prothonotary  readers' may  contribute  to  The  Peregrine  Fund  and  support 
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this  most  worthwhile  project  by  sending  their  contributions  to: 

THE  PEREGRINE  FUND' 

Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
159  Sapsucker  Woods  Rd. 

Ithaca,  N.Y.  14850 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Chautauqua  County  Field  Trip 

Two  things  can  be  promised  participants  in  field  trips  to  Chautauqua 
County  in  November  -  all  kinds  of  weather  and  good  bird.ing.  As  expected  we 
had  both  on  November  17th.  Skies  were  overcast  and  clear,  winds  were  strong 
to  almost  calm,  it  was  cold  and  colder,  and  the  air  was  sometimes  dry,  sometimes 
wet  and  once  or  twice  filled  with  snow  flurries.  All  in  all  it  was  a  beautiful 
day  to  be  outdoors  birding  with  one’s  friends. 

Dunkirk  Harbor,  our  first  stop,  was  disappointing  so  far  as  ducks  were 
concerned  but  it  was  full  of  gulls,  topped  by  some  2500  Bonaparte’s  Gulls.  Three 
Double-crested  Cormorants  posing  on  the  breakwall  made  standing  in  the  chilling 
wind  almost  bearable. 

We  stopped  next  at  the  Nature  Conservancy ’ s  new  Canadaway  Creek  Sanctuary 
south  of  Dunkirk  where  land  birding  was  most  rewarding.  This  low  lying  land  along 
the  creek,  both  on  the  lake  side  and  east  of  Route  5»  is  covered  with  dense  thickets 
which  seemed  to  be  overflowing  with  birds.  There  were  Cedar  Waxwings,  Winter  Wrens, 
a  Tufted  Titmouse,  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  Cardinals  in  droves,  redpolls  and  gold¬ 
finches,  juncos  and  Tree  Sparrows  and,  unbelievably,  a  Scarlet  Tanager.  The  fresh 
yellow-green  of  its  new  fall  plumage  was  almost  luminous  and  certainly  out  of  place 
in  the  leafless  brush. 

It  was  shortly  after  Noon  when  we  arrived  at  Mayville  and  Chautauqua  Lake 
where  we  found  large  numbers  of  ducks  of  many  species.  The  raft  of  approximately 
170  Hooded  Mergansers,  mostly  males,  was  a  memorable  sight.  Coots  were  everywhere 
and  we  estimated  some  2000  of  them  in  this  area.  Lunchtime  entertainment  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Whistling  Swans  which  were  flying  back  and  forth  across  the  bay  in 
groups  of  from  five  to  twenty-five,  some  calling  as  they  flew  and  all  picturesque 
against  the  wintry  sky. 

In  the  afternoon  we  birded  at  Prendergast  Point,  the  Chautauqua  Institu¬ 
tion  and  inland  across  the  hills,  finding  new  species  at  almost  every  stop.  Our 
last  bird  was  a  Great  Blue  Heron  standing  still  as  a  statue  in  the  gathering  dusk 
atop  a  30  foot  stub  at  the  edge  of  Cassadaga  Lake.  The  day’s  list  totalled  fifty- 
eight  species. 

Frances  M.  Rew,  129  Arbour  Lane,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14220 
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NOTES 


Record  High  Count  of  Little  Gulls 

On  November  4,  1973,  I  followed  tho  Niagara  River  from  Fort  Erie  to 
the  Town  of  Niagara,  Ont.,  accompanied  by  Daniel  Salisbury  and  Stuart  Williams. 

After  two  days  of  strong  winds,  there  were  fair  numbers  of  Bonaparte's 
Gulls  at  the  head  of  the  river.  We  noted  one  immature  Little  Gull  at  the  Fort 
Erie  marsh.  At  the  power  weir  at  Chippawa  and  the  upper  rapids  of  Niagara  Falls, 
we  saw  two  more  Little  Gulls  with  the  thousands  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls.  Another 
immature  bird  in  the  Gorge  brought  the  count  to  four,  not  unusual.  ■  Four  more  were 
seen  over  the  river  at  Queenston  dock. 

The  number  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  was  high,  even  for  the  Queenston  area, 
with  birds  being  seen  constantly  overhead  en  route  between  the  power  ■•bays  on  both 
sides  of  the  river.  In  addition  to  the  gulls  feeding  in  the  river,’  there  were  huge 
rafts  to  be  seen  on  quieter  waters  downstream, 

A  mile  north  of  Queenston  we  parked  along  the  bluff  over  the  river. 

While  scanning  the  rafts  of  gulls  in  mid-river,  we  noticed  several  adult  Little 
Gulls  flying  upstream.  Realizing  that  we  could  not  have  counted  these  before,  all 
three  observers  carefully  counted  them,  all  within  300  yards  of  shore.  We  agreed 
on  21  birds,  all  adults. 

Our  total  for  the-  day  was  29  Little  Gulls,  including  5  immature  Birds. 

We  believe  this  to  be  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  the  East. 

Incidentally,  in  my  dozen  years  birding  the  Niagara  River,  the  concen¬ 
tration  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  was  the  greatest.  We  estimated  over  75,000  birds, 
though  time  did  not  permit  travel  to'  the  river  mouth. 

Paul  M.  Benham,  112  Lindin  Ave.,  Kenmore  N.Y.  14217 
PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  P.M,  in  the 
Club  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


February  13 


February  27 


Presentation  by  Research  Committee,  discussing  suggested 
research  projects  both  for  individual  members  and  for 
broad  participation  by  membership.  The  Committee  will 
welcome  additional  suggestions  for  discussion  at  that 
meeting.  Richard  Byron,  Chairman. 

Northern  Finches  -  a  session  on  identification  and 
discussion  of  the  finches  occurring  in  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Region.  Pictures  and  vocal  recordings  de¬ 
voted  to  this  subject,  as  well  as  membership  partici¬ 
pation  in  discussion,  will  be  welcome. 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

.  *  y  .  .  ■  ■  •  ^  •  *  •  «•  ' 

January  26th  Southern  Tier  trip.  Leader,  Marie  Wendling  (tel,  632-6625) 

Meet  at  the  Seneca  Mall  in  front  of  the  William  Hengerer  Co. 
Department  Store  at  8:00  a.m.  Our  group  will  go  to  Farmers- 
•  ville-meet:  Dr  •  Donald  Clark  who  will  lead  the  trip  from  that  •• 
point.  Note :  In  the  event  of  inclement  weather  on  this  date, 
the  trip  will  be  rescheduled  for  February  2nd.  Local  par¬ 
ticipants  should  contact  the  leader  if  in  doubt. 

February  24th  Ontario  Plains.  William  Vaughan,  leader  (tel.  773-3419.) 

Meet  at  Treadway  Inri,  Buffalo  Avenue,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y., 
three  blocks  east  of  Grand  Island  Bridge  exit  at  1-190  at 
8:00  a.m,; 

Note :  Because  of  the  current  energy  crisis  and  the  uncertain  gasoline 

situation,  those  members  who  plan  to  participate  in  one  or  both  of 
these  trips  should  consider  the  possibility  of  cancellation  of 
the  program  and  check  with  the  leaders  beforehand  if  in  doubt. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  Robert  M,  Wagner,  4325  Circle  Court, 
Williamsville ,  New  York  14221. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


•  _  ^  i'  .  .  ,  \ 

Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs,  Doris  O'Malley  at 
760  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 

Available  at  $.50  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

$5.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  39  (JANUARY  -  DECEMBER  1973) 

Bird  records  from  the  Noteworthy  Records  section  of  The  Prothonotary  and  the 
.0,5.  Bird  Counts  requiring  written  verification  according  to  the  "Date 
Guido  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario1 '  ( B . 0 , S .  196 5T~ 
are  included  in  this  index. 
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Bluebird ,  Eastern 
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Chukar 

Crossbill,  Red 
Dickcissol 
Duck,  Harlequin 
Dunlin 

Eagle,  Golden 
Eider,  Common 
Finch ,  House 


Gadwall , 

Goose,  White-fr. 
Goshawk 
Grebe ,  Eared 
Grosbeak,  Rose-br. 

Gull,  Franklin’s 
Gull  Laughing 
Gull,  Lesser  Black-b, 
Hawk,  Pigeon 
Heron,  Little  Blue 
Ibis,  Glossy 
Kittiwake ,  Black- leg • 
Merlin  -see  ’Hawk,  Pige 
Oriole ,  Orchard 
Phoobe ,  Eastern 
Rod ho ad 

Sandpipor,  Purplo 
Sandpipor,  Wostorn 
Shrike ,  Northern 
Sparrow,  Chipping 
Sparrow,  Clay-col, 
Sparrow,  Fox 
Sparrow,  Harris 
Sparrow,  White-thr, 
Swallow,  Bank 
Swan,  Mute 
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